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PREFACE. 


In  the  twelfth  century,  when  Royal  Burghs  first  come  into  notice  in  Scotland, 
one  of  their  distinguishing  features  was  the  payment  to  the  King  of  rent  in 
respect  of  the  lands  occupied  by  the  burgesses  either  in  severalty  or  commonty, 
such  lands  having  previously  formed  part  of  the  royal  domain.  These  rents, 
along  with  customs  levied  in  the  burgh  market,  were  probably  at  first  collected 
by  the  King's  bailies  and  handed  over  to  his  chamberlain  direct,  but  eventually 
it  became  the  common  practice  for  the  bailies,  "  chosyn  thruch  the  consaile 
of  the  gud  men  of  the  toune,"  to  farm  the  rents  and  customs  for  payment  of 
a  fixed  sum,  any  surplus  accruing  to  the  common  good  fund  of  the  town. 
From  an  early  period  the  burgh  revenues  or  "  fermes  "  formed  a  convenient 
source  from  which  annual  allowances  were  paid  by  royal  authority.  The 
earliest  preserved  account  of  the  burgh  of  Peebles,  rendered  in  exchequer,  is 
dated  8th  February,  1327-8,  and  shows  that  the  fixed  rent  then  payable  by 
the  burgh  to  the  King  amounted  to  £23  6s.  8d.  But  two  hundred  years  before 
this  an  allowance  of  the  nature  just  alluded  to  was  made  from  the  burgh 
revenues,  with  the  lucky  result  that  there  has  been  preserved  documentary 
as  well  as  circumstantial  evidence  to  show  that  Peebles  was  a  royal  burgh  in 
the  time  of  David  I.  Between  the  years  1165  and  1199  King  William 
confirmed  to  the  monks  of  Kelso,  among  other  possessions,  the  chapel  of  the 
castle  of  Peebles,  with  the  rent  of  ten  shilhngs  from  the  "  ferm  "  of  that 
burgh,  which  rent  King  David,  his  grandfather,  assigned  to  the  chapel  for 
the  celebration  of  divine  service  therein.'  George  Chalmers,  in  Caledonia,'- 
refers  to  this  endowment  "  de  firmi  burgi  de  Peblis,"  mentions  that  Peebles 
was  a  town  of  the  royal  demesn  "  which  yielded  a  firm  into  the  royal 
exchequer,"  that  it  was  held  by  the  burgesses  "in  firm  of  the  king,"  and 
cites  a  charter  by  Robert  I.  to  the  burgh  concerning  the  liberty  of  its 
fairs,  and  then  adds :  "  But  when  it  became  a  royal  burgh,  with  special 
privileges,  is  uncertain."  Following  on  these  observations  comes  the  incon- 
sistent and  erroneous  statement  :  "  David  II.  granted  Peebles  a  charter, 
1  Liber  de  Calchou,  p.  14,  No.  13  ;  p.  346,  No.  34.  -'Vol.  II.,  pp.  925-6. 
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dated  the  20th  September,  1367,  which  made  it  a  royal  burgh ;  and  which 
was  confirmed  by  a  charter  of  James  II.  and  by  another  from  King  James  VI. 
in  1621."  Evidently  Chalmers  had  not  seen  the  charter  of  1367,  as  he  gives 
an  entirely  wrong  indication  of  its  contents.  It  is  granted  not  to  the  burgh 
of  Peebles  but  to  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary  within  the  burgh,  and  is  not  con- 
firmed by  the  charter  of  James  II.  to  the  burgh,  though  it  is  described  and 
confirmed  by  the  charter  of  James  VI.  in  1621,  before  which  time  the  chapel 
and  its  endowments  had  been  transferred  to  the  community.  Unfortunately 
Dr.  William  Chambers,  in  his  History  of  Peeblesshire,^  adopted  the  misleading 
statement  contained  in  Caledonia,  and  having  also  been  repeated  in  gazetteers, 
guide  books,  and  similar  works,  the  story  has  gained  a  hold  and  established 
an  impression  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  eradicate.  As  a  help  in  that 
direction  the  text  of  the  charter,  which  is  still  preserved,  has  been  printed  in 
the  Appendix  (No.  II.,  p.  205),  and  a  facsimile  of  the  original  has  likewise 
been  given. 

One  of  the  older  burgh  laws  provided  for  the  payment  by  the  burgesses 
of  fivepence  for  each  rood  of  land  they  held  of  the  King.  These  contributions 
were  called  burgh  maills,  and  though  in  consequence  of  original  holdings  being 
divided  or  amalgamated,  the  sums  in  the  burgh  maill  roll  did  not  retain 
much  trace  of  uniformity,  it  is  interesting  to  find  in  a  charter  of  1439 
(Appendix  IV.,  p.  207)  that  there  were  then  payable  to  "our  Lord  the  King," 
furth  of  three  tenements,  the  sum  of  5d.  each,  and  furth  of  a  small  tenement, 
2|d.     The  small  tenement  was  probably  the  half  of  an  original  rood. 

Like  most  communities  of  Scottish  burghs,  the  burgesses  of  Peebles  were 
put  in  possession  of  outlying  lands  sufficient  for  their  needs.  This  system,  it 
may  be  supposed,  originated  before  the  days  of  charters,  investiture  being 


'  At  the  time  when  the  History  was 
pubhshed,  many  of  the  old  charters  and 
records  were  supposed  to  be  lost,  but 
having  been  recovered,  as  mentioned  in 
Dr.  Chambers's  Preface  to  the  first  volume 
of  Peebles  Records,  issued  by  the  Scottish 
Burgh  Records  Society,  they  were  used  in 
the  preparation  of  that  work  so  far  as 
coming  within  its  period  and  scope.  For 
those  engaged  in  historical  or  genealogical 
research  connected  with  Peebles,  the  original 
MS.    Records  are  invaluable,  and  I  have 


largely  availed  myself  of  their  contents  in 
the  production  of  the  following  books  : — 

1.  Gleanings   from    the    Records    of    the 

Burgh.   1604-52.      (1892). 
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PREFACE.  xi. 

effected  merely  under  an  arrangement  with  the  crown  officials  as  to  the  area 
required  and  the  rent  to  be  paid  or  the  services  to  be  rendered.  An  early 
notice  of  a  royal  grant  of  lands  to  the  burgh  is  contained  in  proceedings 
following  on  a  "  breve,"  addressed,  on  7th  October,  1262,  by  Alexander  III. 
"  to  his  beloved  and  faithful  Eymer  de  Mackisuell  his  sheriff  and  his  bailies 
of  Pebblys."  It  is  there  commanded  that  inquisition  be  made  whether  the 
burgesses  of  Peebles  had  been  deprived  of  the  moss  of  Waltamshope,  said  to 
have  been  granted  to  them  by  Alexander  II.,  and  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry 
it  was  alleged  that  "  Robert  Cruke  ploughed  upon  the  common  of  Peblis  and 
built  his  hall  where  the  men  of  our  Lord  the  King  were  wont  to  have  their 
common."  ^  The  name  Waltamshope  does  not  again  appear  in  the  burgh 
records ;  but  the  disputed  moss  may  have  been  comprehended  under  the 
general  name  of  Caidmuir,  which  embraced  ground  in  the  locality. 

In  the  earliest  preserved  charter  containing  a  conveyance  or  confirmation 
of  burgh  lands,  that  of  James  II.  in  1451-2,  which  proceeds  on  the  narrative 
that  the  ancient  evidents  granted  to  the  burgh  by  the  King's  ancestors  had, 
"  by  hazards  of  war  and  by  fire,  been  destroyed,  burned,  and  annulled,"  the 
lands  of  Kingsmuir,  Caidmuir,  Hamilton,  Venlaw,  and  Glentress  are  enumerated 
as  having  been  granted  by  former  sovereigns  ;  and  in  letters  by  King  James  V. 
the  lands  of  Caidmuir  are  referred  to  as  having  been  possessed  by  the  com- 
munity "  sen  the  first  infeftment  of  our  said  burgh,"  The  bailies  and 
community  in  1458  resolved  to  "  som  thair  hail  common,"  or  in  other  words 
to  allocate  amongst  the  burgesses,  in  certain  proportions,  the  sheep  or  cattle 
to  be  pastured  on  their  common  lands.  Detailed  regulations  were  passed  in 
1472  when  the  common  of  Caidmuir  was  laid  out  in  soumes.  The  easter  hill 
was  to  be  pastured  by  cows  and  horses  only,  and  the  wester  hill  was  to  be 
grazed  by  sheep.  No  animals  were  to  be  allowed  on  the  hills  excepting  such 
as  belonged  to  burgesses,  or  to  widows  dwelling  in  the  town.  Twenty- four 
persons  who  were  appointed  by  the  neighbours  to  lay  out  the  hills  in  soumes, 
and  to  make  statutes  for  the  proper  management  of  the  pastures,  directed 
that  no  person  should  occupy  more  than  four  soumes,  except  in  cases  where 
he  could  lease  those  of  a  poorer  neighbour  who  had  not  the  means  wherewith 
to  stock  his  portion.  The  rent  payable  for  a  soume  thus  leased  was  fixed  at 
twelve  pence.  To  see  that  the  regulations  were  carried  out,  and  that  no 
unfreeman  got  the  privilege  of  the  pastures,  six  keepers  were  appointed,  and 
for  their  remuneration  a  penny  was  to  be  paid  for  each  soume.     Twelve  years 

^  Peebles  Records,  I.,  pp.  4-6. 
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afterwards,  an  unsuccessful  claim  to  Caidmuir  was  put  forward  by  Gledstanes 
of  that  Ilk,  and  Lowes  of  Manor,  an  inquest  having  found  that  the  community 
of  Peebles  had  been  in  possession  of  the  property,  and  this  deliverance  was 
ratified  by  James  IV.  in  1505.  Gledstanes  did  not,  however,  relinquish  his 
design  on  the  common,  and  though  foiled  by  the  legal  decision  against  him, 
attempted  on  several  occasions,  by  assembling  his  retainers,  and  overpowering 
the  town's  servants,  to  take  possession  by  force.  In  1627  another  invader  of 
Caidmuir  appeared  in  the  person  of  John  Scott  of  Hundilshope,  who,  in  the 
words  of  the  affrighted  "  herd,"  Adam  Bryden,  "  being  ryding  upone  ane  hors, 
with  thrie  doggis,  houndit  the  tonnes  scheep  off  the  foir  hill  of  Kaidmuir  to 
the  Burroleyis,  and  boistit  the  said  Adam,  avowing  he  sould  lay  ane  wand 
about  his  luggis."  Many  such  encounters  and  attempts  at  encroachment  are 
noticed  in  the  records,  but  eventually  the  burgesses  who  possessed  the  soumes 
acquired  right  to  the  lands  as  private  property,  and  Caidmuir  gradually  passed 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  community. 

Hamilton  Hill,  over  which  latterly  the  community  were  declared  by  the 
law  courts  to  have  mere  rights  of  servitude,  originally  belonged  to  the  burgh 
in  property.  In  1461  "  the  commoun  of  Homyldoun  "  was  let  to  a  worshipful 
man,  Thomas  the  Hay,  for  five  years,  for  five  merks  yearly,  the  inhabitants 
of  Peebles  reserving  right  to  cast  turf  and  pull  heather.  On  the  same  conditions 
the  common  in  1476  was  let  for  seven  years,  the  rent  being  6|  merks  yearly. 
In  1555  the  community  were  desirous  that  the  ground  should  be  tilled,  and 
the  provost  was  to  be  consulted  on  the  subject.  In  the  following  year  the 
bailies,  council,  and  community  perambulated  the  marches  between  the  lands 
of  Kidston,  Chapelhill,  and  Edston,  and  the  property  of  Hamilton,  and  a 
minute  description  of  the  boundaries  is  contained  in  the  records.  In  1558 
every  "  neighbour  "  was  ordered  to  put  cattle  upon  Hamilton,  and  the  officers 
were  required  to  "  red  "  the  hill  for  that  purpose.  In  1569  when,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  walling  of  the  town  and  other  causes,  the  funds  were  low, 
the  community  agreed  that  Hamilton  Hill  should  be  mortgaged  to  Lord  Yester 
or  any  other  who  would  advance  most  upon  it.  The  mortgage,  if  executed, 
was  probably  cleared  off  within  a  short  time,  as  nothing  farther  is  heard  of  it. 
In  1621  it  was  ordered  that  the  treasurer  should  "  big  ane  scheill  upon 
Hamiltoun  to  the  bird."  In  this  year  also  the  lands  were  again  confirmed  to 
the  town  by  the  great  charter  of  James  VI.  Two  years  afterwards  encroach- 
ments on  the  town's  commons  had  been  exceeding  the  bounds  of  toleration, 
and  the  bailies  were  directed  to  send  "  ane  of  the  officeris  everie  fourtie-aucht 
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houris  to  hund  Homildoun,  Venlaw,  and  Kaidmuir,  and  anes  ewerie  weik  to 
go  themselffis  and  hund." 

The  lands  of  Glenters  or  Glentress,  "  as  the  same  go  from  the  bounds  of 
Homiltoune  to  Burnfute,  and  from  thence  to  Gaithope  and  down  Gaithopeburn 
to  Tweed,"  seem  to  have  been  of  considerable  extent ;  but  there  is  not  much 
said  about  them  in  the  records.  The  town  probably  had  more  lands  than  it 
could  stock/  and  accordingly  used  grounds  more  conveniently  situated  for 
grazing  purposes  than  Glentress. 

The  most  convenient,  as  being  the  nearest,  pasturage  possessed  by  the 
town  consisted  of  the  lands  of  Venlaw.  In  consequence  of  its  proximity  to 
the  town,  it  was  frequently  necessary  to  issue  stringent  regulations  against  its 
being  overstocked.  In  April,  1458,  a  fine  of  twopence  is  imposed  upon  any 
person  who  shall  allow  any  of  his  animals  to  trespass  upon  it,  and  in  June, 
1472,  four  keepers  are  appointed  "  to  kep  the  sayd  hill  quhill  Mechelmes  nest 
to  cum,  fra  all  bestis  and  gudis  bot  hors  and  calvys,  and  uphald  the  dyking 
of  the  sayd  hill  to  the  sayd  tym."  The  keepers  are  to  have  as  their  fee 
20s.  of  the  common  purse,  5s.  from  the  next  made  burgess,  and  a  penny  from 
each  neighbour  and  indweller  who  occupies  the  hill.  Again  in  May,  1557,  it 
is  provided  that  "  na  bestiall  be  pasturit  thairupone  except  stirkis,  caulffis, 
and  hors,  nouther  nicht  nor  day ;  and  that  the  said  hors  be  sufficiently  langillit," 
or  in  other  words,  the  hind  and  fore  feet  fastened  together  in  such  a  way  as 
to  prevent  them  from  trespassing  beyond  their  bounds.  The  hill  was  also 
used  as  one  of  the  places  for  the  practice  of  archery,  two  burgesses  having 
been  required,  as  a  fee  for  their  admission,  on  3rd  April,  1486,  to  build  "  a  gud 
sufficiand  but  at  the  north  end  of  the  toun  on  the  Venlaw  side." 

As  is  shown  in  the  present  volume,  the  management  of  the  burgh  lands 
and  their  preservation  from  encroachment  occupied  much  of  the  attention 
which  the  town  council  bestowed  on  public  affairs,  but  in  their  contests 
with  adjoining  proprietors  the  community  were  not  always  successful  in 
establishing  their  claims. 

Of  the  grain  mills  in  the  burgh,  that  on  "  Peblis  "  Water-  was  the  earliest 
which  comes  into  notice,  and  when  first  heard  of,  so  far  back  as  the  13th 

1  This  view  of  the  matter  helps  to  burgh  property,  but  when  supported  by 
account  for  the  readiness  with  which  proof  of  prescriptive  possession  were  con- 
neighbouring    proprietors    encroached    on  elusive. 

the    town's    grounds,    and    in    course    of  -  The     stream     now    called     Eddleston 

time  produced  charters,  the   descriptions  Water    or    "Cuddy"    is    always    named 

in  which  might  or  might  not  have  included  Peblis  Water  in  the  records. 
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century,  the  sheriff  of  the  shire  and  not  the  bailies  of  the  burgh  intromitted 
with  the  revenues.  Subsequently  the  mill  was  set  by  the  King  sometimes  to 
the  burgesses  and  at  other  times  to  an  individual  tacksman,  but  by  the  crown 
charter  of  1451-2  it  was  confirmed  to  the  community  in  perpetuity.  In  1461 
the  mill  called  the  Rude  Mill,^  situated  on  the  River  Tweed  under  the 
Castlehill,  was  either  erected  or  in  progress,  for  in  that  year  the  bailies  and 
community,  with  "  Jhon  Dykyson  of  the  Smythfeld,  and  Rynyan  Dykyson 
his  son  and  aperand  ayr,"  set  to  Andro  Mylner,  for  his  lifetime,  "  our  commoun 
myl  stanand  upon  the  Water  of  Peblis,  and  our  myl  and  myllingis  stanand 
under  the  Castlehill,  under  the  suth  syd  of  the  said  hill."  As  indicating  that 
the  mill  on  Tweed  was  not  entirely  finished,  it  is  provided  that  "  the  said 
Andro,  at  the  will  of  God,  sal  byg  the  myl  and  mylling  with  the  help  of  the 
communitie,  that  is,  that  thai  sal  lay  the  grait  tymmer  of  aik  in  place,  with 
the  stuf  that  is  stanand  in  place,  with  myl  stanis  and  other  bygin  stanis  ;  and 
ilk  nychtbur  tyl  help  him  half  a  day  to  the  redin  of  the  myl  dam  ;  and  the  laf 
the  said  Andro  to  mak  sufficiand,  that  may  be  tyl  him  mensk  and  onour,  to 
the  toun  profit."  The  miller  was  required  to  uphold  the  mills  during  his 
lifetime,  and  to  pay  for  each  of  the  first  three  years  twenty-six  merks  Scots, 
and  thereafter  twenty  pounds  Scots  of  yearly  rent.  He  had  also  to  pay  yearly 
two  merks  to  uphold  the  service  of  the  Rood  altar  in  St.  Andrew's  Kirk,  this 
pajmient  being  designed  for  the  benefit  of  "  the  lyfis  and  the  sauUis  of  the 
commonitis  of  the  said  burgh  of  Pebillis,  Jhon  Dykison  saul,  his  ayris,  the 
said  Androis  saul,  and  all  Christin  sauUis."  Andro  engaged  that  he  should 
have  "  noe  servands  in  the  millis  bot  that  sal  be  sworn  tyl  him,  and  that  he  sal 
stand  for  thair  laute  "  or  honesty.  Fourteen  years  afterwards  the  pursem  aster 
was  instructed  to  allow  him  five  merks  "  for  the  gret  costis  he  mad  of  the  bygyn 
of  the  myll."  In  1476  the  mills  were  set  to  "  our  weilbeluffyt  burges,  Robart 
MyUer,"  probably  a  son  of  the  last  tenant,  for  seven  years,  at  a  rent  of  forty- 
five  merks,  and  under  a  promise  to  serve  the  town  with  money  so  far  as  he 
was  able  if  an  emergency  should  occur.  There  is  also  an  important  condition 
in  his  tack,  pointing  as  it  apparently  does  to  the  first  institution  of  a  waulk 
or  fulling  mill  in  the  burgh.  He  engaged  to  build  such  a  mill  within  three 
years,  and  any  profit  arising  from  it  within  that  period  he  was  to  receive  for 
his  trouble.  After  the  expiry  of  the  three  years  the  mill  was  to  become  the 
property  of  the  town  and  be  at  their  disposal.  The  Waulk  Mill  thus  erected 
was  situated  on  the  River  Tweed  towards  the  east  end  of  Tweed  Green,  and 

1  Rood  Mill. 
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in  1482  it  was  let  to  Sir  Gilbert  Jamson,  chaplain,  and  to  John  Jamson,  his 
brother,  for  their  respective  lifetimes,  for  the  payment  of  three  merks  yearly, 
to  support  the  service  of  St.  John's  altar  in  St.  Andrew's  Kirk.  In  the  event 
of  the  mill  being  overset  with  floods  or  spates,  and  the  dam  breaking  out  or 
being  overcast  with  sand,  the  inhabitants  were  to  assist  the  tenants  in  repairing 
the  damage.  At  a  subsequent  time  it  was  ordered  that  on  a  scarcity  of  water 
the  com  mills  should  have  the  preference  and  be  supplied,  even  though  the 
Waulk  Mill  should  be  temporarily  stopped.  Before  the  year  1652,  though  the 
precise  date  has  not  been  ascertained,  the  Waulk  Mill  had  been  removed  from 
that  part  of  Tweed  Green  which  is  still  called  Walkers  Haugh  to  a  site  on 
Peblis  Water  at  or  near  the  place  where  the  first  grain  mill  stood. 

The  inhabitants  were  bound  to  take  all  their  corns  to  the  town's  mills  to 
grind,  but  the  minister  seems  to  have  at  one  time  evaded  this  part  of  his  duty, 
for  in  1562  he  came  under  an  obligation  to  grind  all  his  corns  at  the  town's 
mills  in  future,  under  a  penalty  of  payment  of  double  multure.  Forming  one 
of  the  principal  sources  of  revenue,  the  profits  of  the  mills  were  applied  to  a 
variety  of  purposes.  Annual  sums  were  paid  from  them  to  altars  in  the  kirk  ; 
payments  from  the  rents  were  occasionally  laid  aside  for  work  at  the  bridges  ; 
and  when  the  building  of  the  town  wall  was  proceeded  with  the  profits  of  the 
mills  were  set  aside  for  a  certain  period  to  assist  in  defraying  the  expense. 

The  old  mill  probably  served  the  dwellers  in  the  old  town  situated  on  the 
right  bank  of  Peblis  Water  before  much  progress  had  been  made  with  buildings 
in  the  new  town.  The  earliest  bridge  over  that  stream  connected  Biggies- 
knowe  ^  in  the  old  town  with  Bridgegait  in  the  new  town,  and  led  direct  to  the 
market  cross.  It  was  only  after  Tweed  Bridge  had  been  erected  that  a  bridge 
on  the  site  of  the  existing  stone  bridge  over  Peblis  Water  could  be  of  much 
utility.  But  it  must  from  the  earliest  times  have  been  a  matter  of  importance 
to  the  burgesses  to  be  independent  of  floods,  and  to  have  at  all  times  the 
means  of  safe  communication  between  them  and  their  flocks  and  herds,  and 
it  is  not  surprising  that  the  date  of  erection  of  the  first  bridge  over  Tweed 
has  not  been  traced.  In  the  year  1456,  when  the  existing  records  begin,  there 
are  entries  showing  that  about  that  time  a  stone  bridge  was  either  being 
erected  or  undergoing  extensive  repairs.  At  the  time  mentioned  seven  persons 
were  appointed  bridge-masters,  and  "  the  nychtburis  consentit  that  quhat 
tyme  that  the  brigmasteris  chargyt  thaim  to  come  to  wyrk  to  the  brig  thai 

^  Biggiesknowe  is  perhaps  a  corruption         the    name   of   the    Linton    market   place, 
of  Bridge-house-knowe,  which  is  likewise         frequently  mentioned  in  the  records. 
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sail  cum,  under  the  pane  of  a  mannes  day-werk,  and  that  is  vj.  d."  Three 
years  afterwards  a  similar  ordinance  was  passed,  and  it  was  ordered  that  all 
unlaws  or  fines  "  sal  be  geifin  to  the  bryg."  Another  act  provided  that  those 
who  harboured  in  their  houses  players  at  the  dice  or  other  games  of  hazard 
or  raffle  should  be  fined  five  shillings,  and  the  money  given  to  the  bridge-work, 
and  about  the  same  time  money  received  for  the  admission  of  burgesses  was 
applied  to  the  like  object.  From  the  rent  of  the  common  haugh  the  bailies 
and  community  agreed  in  1469  to  give  £4  Scots  in  alms  to  the  bridge-work 
of  Tweed  ;  and  a  burgess,  on  being  admitted  in  1470,  was  required  to  pay 
ten  shillings  "  to  the  brygwark  of  Twed."  In  the  latter  year  the  bailies  and 
neighbours  gave  to  Thomas  Young  a  house-stead  of  ground,  18  feet  long  and 
15  feet  broad,  "  at  the  est  sid  of  Twed  brydge,"  for  which  he  undertook  to 
provide  annually  six  loads  of  stones  to  it.  In  1468  each  neighbour  was  ordered 
to  lay  six  loads  of  stones  at  the  Cowford,  and  not  to  take  any  clay  from  thence 
— a  regulation  which  probably  had  some  connection  with  the  providing  of 
material  for  Tweed  Bridge.  The  quarrying  of  eight  scores  of  loads  of  stones 
for  the  bridge  is,  in  1475,  the  return  given  for  admission  of  a  burgess  ;  a 
hundred  loads  are  stipulated  for  in  1488,  and  a  similar  quantity  in  1497.  Two 
years  previously  a  burgess  on  admission  was  required  to  give  a  chalder  of 
lime  "  to  the  mendin  of  Peblis  brig."  In  1488,  while  one  burgess  on  admission 
agreed  to  provide  "  ane  hundreth  laidis  of  stanis,  to  be  laid  at  the  brig  end 
of  Tweed,"  another  was  received  "  for  twa  treis  gevin  to  the  brig  at  the 
Tolboith  ende,"  the  latter  being  evidently  the  bridge  over  Peblis  Water  at  the 
Bridgegate.  The  date  of  erection  of  the  first  bridge  connecting  the  foot  of 
the  old  town  and  head  of  High  Street  has  not  been  ascertained. 

Previous  to  the  building  of  a  regular  wall,  the  burgesses  possessed  of 
tenements  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  required  to  have  their  head  or 
boundary  dykes  kept  in  a  sufficient  state,  so  as  to  prevent  anyone  from 
getting  access  excepting  at  the  ports.  These  ports  were  four  in  number,  viz., 
West  Port,  East  Port,  Bridgegait  Port,  and  North  Port.  The  dykes  must 
have  formed  a  very  imperfect  obstacle  to  the  approach  of  a  regular  army,  but 
for  preventing  the  more  frequent  inroads  of  border  thieves  they  were  probably 
of  some  importance.  They  were  at  least  so  regarded,  for  there  are  stringent 
regulations  for  the  dykes  being  properly  repaired  and  kept  up.  The  inhabi- 
tants were  forbidden  to  pass  over  these  fences,  the  ports  being  the  only 
permissible  means  of  entrance  and  exit.  The  construction  of  an  encircling 
wall  of  suitable  dimensions  and  strength,  and  furnished  with  block  houses  or 


PREFACE.  xvii. 

projecting  towers,  was  effected  in  1569.  Frequent  references  to  the  upkeep  of 
the  wall,  small  portions  of  which  are  still  in  existence,  occur  in  the  records  ; 
and  in  1649,  when  preparations  were  being  made  in  anticipation  of  English 
invasion  by  the  troops  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  demolishing  of  the  wall  is 
complained  of,  and  it  was  ordered  that  all  persons  having  property  adjacent 
should  repair  the  wall  and  clear  off  the  earth  and  rubbish  from  the  outside  to 
the  extent  of  two  ells,  and  that  within  forty-eight  hours. 

There  is  no  provision  in  the  early  Burgh  Laws  for  the  election  of  a 
provost,  and  in  several  burghs  that  official  makes  his  appearance  at  a  com- 
paratively late  period.  John  lord  Hay  of  Yester,  who  is  designated  "  lord 
provost  "  of  Peebles  in  1555,  and  who  had  been  appointed  at  some  earlier 
date,  is  the  first  provost  of  the  burgh  who  appears  on  record.  According  to 
Leges  Burgorum  the  bailies  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  counsel  of  the  good  men 
of  the  town,  an  expression  which  has  been  regarded  as  conferring  the  right 
of  selection  on  the  whole  body  of  burgesses,  and  this  system  was  in  operation 
in  Peebles  when  the  preserved  town  council  records  begin  in  1456.  In  that 
year  three  bailies  were  appointed,  but  in  each  following  year,  when  an  election 
is  noticed,  only  two  were  chosen.  In  the  year  1469  a  change  in  the  mode 
of  election  was  introduced  by  an  act  of  parliament,  "  becaus  of  gret  truble 
and  contension  yeirly  throu  multitud  and  clamor  of  commonis  simple  persons," 
and  it  was  ordained  that  "  the  neu  counsail  and  the  auld  of  the  yeir  before 
sail  cheis  all  officiars  perteynyng  to  the  toune,  as  aldermen,  bailyeis,  dene  of 
gild,  and  utheris  officiaris."  But  in  Peebles  this  ordinance  was  not  acted  upon 
till  after  1578.  At  this  date  there  is  a  break  in  the  burgh  court  book,  and 
in  1623,  when  the  series  is  resumed,  the  regulation  is  conformed  to,  so  that 
till  some  unknown  period  between  these  dates  the  bailies  continued  to  be 
chosen  by  the  burgesses  or  community.^  Latterly  it  is  noticed  that  there 
was  a  leet  of  six  candidates  from  whom  the  two  bailies  were  chosen,  sometimes 
as  many  as  from  forty  to  sixty  votes  being  given  for  one  candidate.  Who 
were  privileged  to  choose  the  leet  is  uncertain,  but  on  one  occasion,  viz.,  1570, 
the  six  names  were  selected  by  the  provost.  According  to  the  sett  of  the 
burgh,  which  ruled  the  mode  of  election  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Burgh 
Reform  Act  in  1833,  the  council  consisted  of  a  provost,  two  bailies,  dean  of 
guild,  a  treasurer,  eleven  councillors,  and  one  deacon,  elected  thus  :  the  old 
magistrates  and  council,  having  first  suppHed  any  vacancies  occasioned  by 

1  At  the  parliament  of  1469,  when  the         was   represented  by  their    commissioner, 
alteration  was  agreed,  the  burgh  of  Peebles         but  his  name  is  not  given. 
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death,  elected  a  new  council,  and  the  officers  or  magistrates,  out  of  leets  of 
three  persons  for  each,  made  by  themselves,  and  without  any  restriction 
against  re-election  of  either  councillors  or  magistrates/  The  deacon,  who 
was  a  councillor  ex  officio,  was  elected  out  of  a  leet  of  six  persons  made  by 
the  weaver  trade,  which  was  shortened  to  three  by  the  magistrates,  of  which 
three  the  trade  elected  one. 

The  first  occasion  on  which  the  weavers  are  found  exercising  the  privilege 
of  choosing  a  deacon  was  in  1561.  On  5th  February  of  that  year,  "The 
counsale  ordanis  the  wobstaris  till  haf  ane  deking  yeirlie,  to  be  chosing  at 
Michaelmes,  induring  the  baillies  will,  usand  thame  in  all  sortes  conforme  to 
the  rest  of  utheris  burro  wis,  and  in  speciale  as  Dunde  and  Edinburgh."  In 
accordance  with  the  authority  thus  given  a  deacon  was  elected  a  few  days 
afterwards,  and  that  officer  was  instructed  to  collect  from  each  member  of 
the  craft  a  penny  weekly  "to  be  distributed  at  sycht  of  the  baillies  to  the 
pure  folkis."  On  account  of  some  dispute  the  weavers  were  excluded  from 
representation  on  the  council  for  about  thirty  years,  but  the  privilege  was 
restored  in  1703  (p.  169).  Three  years  afterwards  the  deacon  was  refused 
admission  as  a  councillor  "  in  regard  he  is  superannuat  and  dazed  and 
altogether  dull  of  hearing,  and  so  unfit  "  (p.  174).  The  incorporation  of 
weavers,  till  within  recent  times,  claimed  and  enjoyed  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  manufacturing  woollens  within  the  burgh,  and  prevented  all  others  from 
doing  so  without  becoming  members  of  the  incorporation.  The  whole  of  the 
members  required  to  be  burgesses  before  admission. 

Though  not  represented  on  the  town  council  other  crafts  and  societies 
were  incorporated,  or  at  least  endowed  with  special  privileges.  The  cordiners 
or  shoemakers  obtained  acts  of  council  in  their  favour  in  1669  (p.  79)  and  in 
1677  (p.  93)  ;  men  servants  obtained  an  act  in  1674  (p.  89)  ;  the  tailors 
in  1681  (p.  99)  ;  and  the  masons,  wrights,  smiths,  and  glaziers  in  1713  (p.  185). 

As  patrons  of  the  burgh  school  the  magistrates  and  council  manifested  a 
watchful  interest  in  educational  affairs.  The  earliest  entry  in  the  records 
bearing  on  the  subject  is  dated  1st  October,  1464,  on  which  day  the  bailies 
and  neighbours,  during  their  wills,  granted  "  to  Schyr  Wilyam  Blaklok  to  haf 
the  scule,  and  to  be  sculm aster,  and  tyll  teche  the  chylder,  and  to  tak  the 
prophet  of  the  scoule  as  efferis  of  the  chylder  that  he  techis."  Two  years 
later,  the  inquest  ordered  that  "  Master  John  Doby  suld  half  all  the  skule, 
outtakkand  thai  that  leirit  to  sing,  siclik  as  the  nichtburis  permittit  him,  for 
1  See  election  proceedings  in  1682,  postea  pp.  106-7. 
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a  yeir,  and  quha  that  put  ony  barnis  til  him  suld  pay  him  a  yeiris  payment." 
A  case  connected  with  the  exercise  of  disciphne  is  referred  to  in  1555,  when 
"  Master  Wilham  Newdry,  scoilmaster,  confessit  that  he  bund  Thome 
Alexander  handis  in  way  of  correctioun,  as  he  allegit,  as  his  awne  disciple." 
On  27th  May  of  that  year  the  bailies  are  required  to  pay  the  schoolmaster 
half  quarterly,  "  and  to  provide  him  ane  chalmer  quhair  it  may  be  getting 
maist  convenient,  togidder  with  the  Tolbuth  to  teche  his  barneis  in  that  redis 
and  writtis  Inglis  "  ;  and  on  2nd  November  following  he  obliged  himself  to 
remain  and  teach  the  "  barneis  "  sufficiently  in  time  coming,  it  being  agreed 
that  if  absent  four  days  without  license  of  the  bailies  and  council  he  should 
be  discharged.  In  1556  Sir  William  Tunno  was  appointed  schoolmaster,  and 
the  treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  him  fifty  shillings  quarterly,  "  and  sail  fynd 
him  ane  honest  chalmer  on  thair  expenses,  with  chymnay,  closet,  and 
necessariis,  exceppand  furnishing."  On  11th  October,  1559,  "the  inqueist 
admittis  the  scoilmaister  to  teiche  thair  bairneis  as  afore,  and  that  he  separat 
the  ynglis  redaris  to  the  tolbuth  fra  the  latinists,  and  that  he  mak  daily 
residence  with  the  barnes,  and  gif  he  techis  thame  mair  diligentlie,  quhair- 
throw  they  consaif  mair  wisdome  nor  thai  did  of  before,  the  toune  to  half 
consideratioun  thairof."  All  these  pre-Reformation  teachers  were  priests,  as 
indicated  by  their  designations  "  Sir  "  and  "  Master."  In  1562  the  school- 
master was  enjoined  "  to  wait  on  the  teching  of  the  barneis,  and  exoner  him 
of  all  other  pleasouris,  and  thairfore  to  gif  him  40s.  to  help  him  till  ane 
gown  "  ;  but  from  the  following  entry  it  would  appear  that,  a  twelvemonth 
afterwards,  the  preceptor's  tastes  proved  too  strong  to  be  overcome  by  the 
magisterial  injunctions  :- — "  The  counsall  ordanis  the  scuillm aster  to  wait  on 
the  bairnis,  and  nocht  to  gang  to  hunting  nor  uther  pleasaris  in  tyme  cumin, 
but  lescence  of  the  aldermen,  quhilk  gif  he  falye  that  he  salbe  deposit  of  his 
office."  Shortly  afterwards  the  schoolmaster  was  instructed  to  get  a  "  doctor  " 
under  him,  and  to  "  talk  na  hear  waigis  fra  the  land  wart  bairnis  nor  he  does 
fra  the  tounes,  onlie  it  be  of  benevolence."  In  appointments  made  in  1629,  and 
more  fully  in  1649,  the  rules  which  prevailed  in  appointments  of  the  school- 
master for  many  years  to  come  were  specified.  His  duties  on  week  days,  from 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  six  at  night,  are  defined.  He  is  forbidden  to  "give 
the  bairns  the  play  "  except  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  betwixt  two  and  four, 
and  from  two  o'clock  on  Saturdays  "  for  all  that  nicht."  "  Item,  each  Sunday 
he  shall  conveane  the  saids  maill  bairnes  at  eight  houris  in  the  morning,  and 
teach  them  ther  Sundayes  lessounes  of  scripture  and  catechising  till  the  ringing 
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of  the  second  bell  to  the  kirk,  at  whilk  t5nTie  he  shall  goe  to  the  kirk  with  the 
scoollares  in  comelie  and  decent  ordour,  and  in  tyme  of  preaching  mark 
disorderis  among  them  with  censureing  of  them  therfor.  Item,  he  shall  con- 
veane  the  saidis  bairnes  at  ane  afternoone,  and  at  the  ringing  of  the  said  second 
bell  address  himself  with  them  in  maner  forsaid.  Item,  at  the  ending  of  the 
afternoone  sermone  he  shall  conveane  the  saids  maill  bairnes  and  tak  ane 
compt  of  their  noittes  of  preaching  and  of  their  Sundayes  lessounes." 

A  few  months  before  the  time  when  the  extracts  in  the  present  collection 
begin,  the  inhabitants  of  Peebles  had,  through  their  accredited  representative, 
formally  assented  to  the  union  of  Scotland  with  the  Commonwealth  of 
England,  a  step  which  was  probably  prompted  by  necessity  and  not  adopted 
by  voluntary  choice.  Following  upon  the  execution  of  Charles  I.  the  Scottish 
nation  experienced  a  strong  reaction  in  favour  of  royalty  and  his  son  was 
forthwith  proclaimed  King.  Charles  II.  arrived  in  Scotland  on  23rd  June, 
1650,  and  as  a  consequence  of  the  raising  of  an  army  in  support  of  the  royal 
cause  the  English  parliament  resolved  on  invading  the  loyal  country,  and 
Cromwell,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  tried  soldiers,  crossed  the  Tweed  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  it  to  submission.  How  that  great  leader  was  foiled  by 
the  tactics  of  David  Leslie,  who  commanded  the  Scots,  and  how,  when 
unhappily  other  counsels  prevailed,  the  English  totally  routed  their  opponents 
at  Dunbar,  make  up  a  familiar  and  interesting  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
great  civil  war.  The  burgh  of  Peebles  furnished  its  contingent  to  the  field 
forces,  as  on  18th  July  it  was  ordered  that  nine  men  should  go  out  on  service 
and  be  furnished  with  arms,  consisting  of  six  muskets,  three  picks,  and  nine 
swords,  and  that  each  of  them  should  have  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  besides. 
For  providing  these  every  person  in  the  town,  except  the  magistrates,  was  to 
pay  24s.  Scots.  The  battle  of  Dunbar  was  fought  on  2nd  September,  and 
Cromwell's  army  forthwith  set  themselves  to  the  task,  which  they  accomplished 
in  the  course  of  the  winter,  of  subjugating  the  country  south  of  the  Forth, 
and  reducing  the  strongholds  of  the  barons.  When  the  authorities  of  Peebles 
became  alive  to  the  fact  of  the  English  troops  approaching  their  gates,  the 
town  wall,  which  had  fallen  into  disrepair,  was  ordered  to  be  put  in  a  satis- 
factory state,  and  afterwards  "  the  pro  vest,  baiUies,  counsell,  and  a  great  pairt 
of  the  burgessis  "  resolved  that  a  strict  watch  should  be  kept  for  the  enemy's 
arrival,  two  horsemen  being  despatched  in  different  directions  to  get  the 
earliest  tidings.  Regulations  were  also  passed  as  to  supplying  goods  to  the 
enemy,  and  the  "  quartering  of  our  awin  trowperis  and  sojeris."     What  was 
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the  result  of  these  preparations  is  partly  left  to  conjecture,  for  the  records 
abruptly  stop  in  the  beginning  of  November  and  are  not  resumed  till  29th  May 
in  the  following  year.  This  may  be  regarded  as  significant  of  the  entry  of 
Cromwell's  troops,  and  the  consequent  suspension  of  the  magisterial  functions, 
corresponding  as  it  does  with  what  is  known  from  other  sources  regarding  the 
movements  of  these  forces.  A  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  soldiers  stabled 
their  horses  in  the  ruined  pile  of  St.  Andrew's  Kirk  is  found  in  some  of  the 
older  histories  of  the  burgh.  This  assertion  has  not  been  verified  by  any 
statement  in  the  records,  but  it  is  ascertained  that  the  repository  of  the  town's 
papers  received  a  visit,  for  there  is  a  payment  of  a  shilling  Scots  "  for  two 
candle  to  look  the  writtes  in  the  steiple  efter  the  Inglesmen  had  spoyled  the 
same."  Occasional  payments  at  this  time  to  "  hurt  souldiours,"  or  for  "  dead 
kists  "  to  others  whose  warfare  was  over,  are  suggestive  of  some  action  in  the 
vicinity,  probably  the  bombardment  of  Neidpath.  That  castle,  as  is  seen 
from  the  accounts,  was  a  few  years  afterwards  occupied  by  a  garrison, 
between  whom  and  the  town  authorities  various  communications  passed.  The 
attempt  to  keep  out  the  English  was  probably  the  last  that  it  was  ever  necessary 
for  the  burgh  to  make  against  invasion,  unless,  indeed,  some  demonstration  was 
got  up  on  the  descent  of  the  Highlanders  in  1745.  Nor  would  the  experience 
which  the  inhabitants  gained  during  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth  tend  to 
promote  a  desire  for  a  recurrence  of  what  the  town  had  to  submit  to.  The 
levying  of  monthly  assessments  to  defray  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the 
garrisons  which  were  kept  up  throughout  the  country  to  overawe  the  dis- 
affected, and  the  continual  quartering  of  soldiers  passing  and  repassing,  were 
regarded  as  obnoxious  and  oppressive  burdens,  and  many  complaints  were 
made  in  regard  to  them.  The  restoration  of  the  King  was  accordingly  looked 
forward  to  with  delight,  and  upon  its  accomplishment  in  May,  1660,  a  bonfire 
was  kindled,  the  day  of  thanksgiving  was  kept,  and  in  subsequent  years  the 
anniversary  was  duly  celebrated,  part  of  the  day's  proceedings  on  one  occasion 
consisting  in  the  consumption  of  four  gallons  of  ale  at  the  cross. 

There  occur  occasional  references  to  the  religious  troubles  which  dis- 
tracted the  country  during  the  reigns  of  Charles  H.  and  his  successor, 
James  VII.,  such  as  orders  for  attendance  at  church  to  avoid  conventicles 
(p.  108)  and  instructions  for  administering  the  Test  (pp.  101-2,  115).  On  the 
final  abolition  of  Episcopacy  some  disturbances  are  noticed  (p.  126),  similar, 
perhaps,  to  the  retaliatory  proceedings  which  were  too  common  in  other  parts 
of   the    country.     The    accession    of    King   William    and   Queen    Mary    was 


xxii.  PREFACE. 

welcomed  in  the  burgh,  and  the  free  election  of  the  town  council,  rectifying 
the  evil  effects  of  despotic  interference  in  previous  years,  was  duly  carried 
through  (pp.  129-30). 

The  only  occasion  on  which  the  impending  constitutional  change  of  1707 
is  referred  to  occurs  on  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  to  the  general 
convention  of  royal  burghs  in  1706,  at  which  the  "great  concerne  of  the 
Union  with  England  "  was  to  be  considered  (p.  175).  After  the  act  came 
into  operation  the  town  council  took  part  in  the  election  of  two  members 
to  the  British  parliament,  one  to  represent  the  group  of  burghs  consisting  of 
Peebles,  Selkirk,  Linlithgow,  and  Lanark  ;  and  the  other  to  represent  the 
shire.  The  qualification  for  the  latter  was  based  on  the  ownership  of  the 
burgh  lands,  the  provost  "  as  baron  of  Sheillgreen  or  Caidmuir  "  voting  "  with 
the  other  barrouns  of  the  shyre  "  (p.  180). 

Burgh  court  records  illustrate  the  saying  that  men's  evil  manners  live  in 
brass,  their  virtues  we  write  in  water.  That  in  the  main  townsmen  of  former 
days  lived  honest  and  peaceable  lives  need  not  be  doubted,  but  the  good 
deeds  daily  performed  and  the  neighbourly  attentions  regularly  practised  by 
individual  members  of  the  community  are  beyond  the  province  of  the  court 
clerk  to  chronicle,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  any  offence  against  person  or 
property  involving  liability  to  punishment  was  apt  to  result  in  the  trans- 
mission to  posterity  of  the  name  of  the  perpetrator,  all  his  good  qualities 
unrevealed  and  only  his  little  delinquencies  remembered.  A  hangman  was 
employed,  at  a  regular  weekly  allowance  (p.  161),  but  notwithstanding  the 
ominous  designation  it  may  readily  be  imagined  that  his  practice  was  more 
connected  with  the  pillory  than  the  gallows.  Thefts,  assaults,  and  abusive 
language  provide  the  bulk  of  the  cases  brought  into  court.  Railing  against 
the  magistrates  was  not  uncommon,  such  as  saying  to  the  provost  that  "  he 
spoke  not  majestick  lyke  "  (p.  76)  ;  the  dean  of  guild  was  accused  of  being 
"  ane  cheiter,  ane  knave,  and  that  he  maid  shipwreck  of  faith  and  a  good 
conscience  "  (p.  85)  ;  John  Stewart  was  called  before  the  provost  for  "  saying 
befor  his  face  that  William  Williamsone  was  a  false  beef  headed  knave  " 
(p.  99)  ;  Andrew  Halden,  on  being  fined  for  abusing  Bailie  Hope  and 
"  thairafter  being  silenced,  he  said  that  he  would  only  be  dumb  lyk  Baillie 
Hopes  mother  "  (p.  106)  ;  and  one  who  had  assaulted  the  provost,  "  dinging 
off  his  hatt  and  piriweig,"  aggravated  his  offence  by  calling  the  provost 
"  a  daft  drunken  dog,  and  that  he  wes  worse  than  daft  Jock  Forrester  " 
(p.  151). 
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With  a  few  exceptions  the  extracts  from  town  council  and  burgh  court 
records  here  printed  appeared  in  the  Peeblesshire  Advertiser  at  the  time  the 
first  volume  of  Peebles  Records,  issued  by  the  Scottish  Burgh  Records 
Society,  was  passing  through  the  press.  It  was  originally  intended  that  the 
extracts  in  that  volume  should  not  be  brought  down  to  a  later  date  than 
the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  but  Dr.  Chambers  selected  from  those 
published  in  the  newspaper  a  few  entries  and  included  them  in  the  first 
volume.  For  the  sake  of  preserving  continuity  these  adopted  extracts, 
extending  to  about  eight  pages  in  all,  are  reproduced. 

During  the  printing  of  the  present  volume  Mr.  J.  Walter  Buchan,  town 
clerk,  in  renewal  of  similar  favours  I  formerly  received  at  the  hands  of  his 
esteemed  uncle  and  predecessor,  readily  afforded  me  access  to  the  original 
records  and  charters  in  his  custody.  The  late  town  clerk  had  the  charters 
systematically  arranged  and  the  registers  kept  in  good  order,  but  the  safe  in 
which  they  were  placed  was  not  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  and  they  were 
not  altogether  free  from  damp.  All  the  old  muniments  are  now  efficiently 
protected  from  the  risks  of  both  fire  and  moisture,  being  shelved  in  a  suitable 
strong  room  in  the  Chambers  Institute,  under  the  care  of  the  keeper,  Mr. 
WiUiam  Sanderson,  whose  knowledge  of  old  writing  is  an  advantageous 
qualification  for  such  a  charge. 

R.   RENWICK. 

Glasgow,  August,  1910. 


EXTRACTS 

FROM    THE 

RECORDS  OF  THE  BURGH  OF  PEEBLES. 

19  July,  1652. 

Ordaines  the  thesaurer  to  keep  the  dailies  remaining  from  the  bridges  for  Dailies  for 
the  use  of  the  chaipel,  and  discharges  him  to  len  or  sell  the  same.  chaipei. 

In  presence  of  William  Lowes,  proveist,  and  Alexander  Lawder,  baillie,  Lawburrows. 
compeerit  Williame  Wilson,  weaver,  burges  thair,  and  being  sworne  be  the 
said  proveist,  gave  his  oath  he  dread  Thomas  Moses,  walker,  bodilie  harme ; 
and  thairfore  dessyreit  lawburrowes. 

26  July,  1652. 

Authorizes  the  proveist  to  goe  in  to  Edinburgh  to  attend  the  proces  and  Provost  to 
supplicatioun  raiset  be  Thomas  Moses  against  the  toune  upon  Weddensday  nixt.  £^|*^,  j.  u 

The  present  thesaurer  to  advyse  with  workmen  anent  the  building  of  ane  puipit  and 
pulpitt  with  ane  seate  for  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  in  the  chaippel,  with  seats  in 
thes  threttie  wodailles  remaining  from  the  said  bridges.     The  deane  of  gild 
to  ingather  his  fynes  and  imploy  the  same  vpon  ane  seat  for  himself  and 
remanent  merchantes  in  the  kirk  or  chaippel. 

The  counsell  finding  that  James  Haldine,  [miller,  be  his  awne]  confessione  Anent  the 
hes  contravenit  the  [former  actes  of  the  toune  in  taking]  ane  heapit  capfull  J^g  ^^^  ^^'^ 
floore  for  ilk  boll  [of  wheat,   whereby  he  has]   incurrit  twentie  pundes    ofservantes. 
penaltie  ;   and  also  has  contraveenit  the  samyn  actes  in  exacting  two  schillings 
[for  ilk    boll]    wheat,  and    so    incurrit    ten    punds  of    penaltie ;    Thairfore 
ordaines  the  said  James  Haldine  and  his  under  servandis  [to  be  im]prisonit 
till  they  pay  the  bygane  penalties,  and  ordained  the  said  James  Haldine  in 
all  tyme  comeing  to  receave  [onlie]  ane  straiket  capfull  for  the  knaveschipe 
of  ilk  boll  [schilline]  to  the  firloit ;    and  the  under  milleres  to  have  onlie  ane 
capfull  meall  straikit  for  ilk  boll  schilline,  and  dischairges  them  to  exact  any 
money  or  other  duetye  for  wheat,  under  the  penalties  conteanit  in  the  actes 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  RECORDS 


[1652 


The  miller's 

answer. 


Clerk  to 
produce 
registers. 


Clerk  sus- 
pended, and 
his  freedom 
discharged. 


A  vicious 
dog  to  be 
hanged. 


Calumny 
against  the 
provost. 


first  Junei  1649 ;  and  discharges  the  inhabitantes  to  pay  to  the  saidis  millers 
or  thair  servantes  any  farther  duetyes  or  casualties.  Ordaines  the  said  James 
to  find  cawtioun  for  obedience  to  this  act  within  [fyftein]  dayes  nixt  heirafter, 
or  elles  then  to  remove  he  and  his  [servantes]  from  the  milnes.  Intimatioune 
heireof  to  be  maid  throw  the  toune. 

This  act  intimat  the  said  day  throw  the  toune  be  John  Newtone,  officiar. 

After  reiding  of  this  act  to  the  said  James  Haldine,  he  refusit  to  do 
obedience  thairto,  and  sayd :  Deill  nor  he  break  his  neck  if  that  he  served 
upon  these  termes  ;  and  bad  the  counsell  make  any  use  of  the  milnes  they 
pleased. 

Ordaines  Patrik  Vaitche,  late  borow  clerk,  to  produce  all  the  tounes 
registers  of  obligatiounes,  contractes,  and  otheres  and  decreit  bookes  and 
others  instrumentes  belonging  to  the  toune  in  his  handis,  conforme  to  ane 
act  of  counsell  11  Februar  1650,  within  [fyftein]  dayes  next  hereafter. 

The  haill  counsell,  takeing  in  consideratioune  that  the  said  Patrik  was 
suspendit  from  his  office  of  clerkschippe  for  geveing  sesine  to  my  Lord  Yester 
of  the  Venlaw  without  aquainting  of  the  toune,  whereunto  he  was  bound  in 
duetye,  therfor  for  his  farther  censure  discharges  him  of  his  fredome,  and 
declaires  he  [has]  no  power  to  exerce  ane  friedome  as  a  burges  of  this  burgh, 
suspendand  the  executioun  hereof  for  fyfteine  dayes. 

7  August,  1652. 

Complaint  made  verbalHe  to  the  counsell  be  John  WilHamsone  upon 
Thomas  Mosie,  walker,  for  hurting  and  blooding  Marione  Williamsone, 
daughter  to  the  said  John,  be  ane  dog  perteaning  to  the  said  Thomas,  the 
counsell  finding  be  the  declaratiounes  of  sindrie  of  their  number  and  depositioun 
of  severall  witnesses,  that  the  said  dog  did  offer  violence  to  sundrie  persones 
of  befor,  therefore  ordeanes  the  said  Thomas  Mosie  to  hang  his  dog  presentlie, 
and  continewes  his  censureing,  on  giving  satisfactione  to  the  pairtie  greivit, 
to  the  nixt  counsell  day. 

Patrik  Dickisone,  merchant,  present,  comes  in  the  counsellis  will  for  saying 
to  the  proveist :    That  is  ane  untrueth  you  speak. 

14  August,  1652. 
The  counsell  takeing  in  consideratioune  that  Thomas  Mosie,  walker,  has 


Thomas 

freedome       unjustlie  scandaHzed  the  magistrates  and  counsell,  and  will  not  give  obedience 

dischargit.      to  their  auctorite,  but  contemnes  the  same,  therfore  they  discharge  the  said 
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Thomas  of  his  friedome  as  ane  burges  of  the  burgh,  and  declares  him  to  be 
ane  unfreman,  and  this  to  be  intimat  at  the  croce  upon  Tuesday  nixt. 

And  siclyke  ordaines  John  Newtone,  officiar,  to  tye  the  said  Thomas  hisDepreda- 
naige  with  ane  tow  betwixt  Peebles  Water  and  the  milne  dam  foranent  his^°^^g^°^" 
awne  hous,  to  the  effect  he  may  not  destroy  the  cornes  ;    and  ordeans  the  Mosies  nag. 
persones  whoise  cornes  the  said  naige  hes  eatten  to  persew  the  said  Thomas 
Mosie  therefore. 

James  Haldine,  elder,  miller,   present,   being  challengit  for  not  giveing  The  miller 

obedience  to  the  act  of  counsell  of  the  xxvi  of  July  last,  of  new  agane  refusit^^'^u  I- 

i        J     J  >  o  disobedience. 

to  obey  the  same,  and  sayd  he  wald  not  serve  conforme  to  the  tenour  of  the 
said  act,  therfor  the  counsell  ordeanes  the  said  James  Haldine  to  be  put  in 
cloise  prisone  within  the  steipill  of  this  burgh,  therein  to  remane  ay  and  whill 
he  satisfie  the  formar  act,  and  for  abusing  of  the  magistrattes  and  counsell 
this  day  to  their  face. 

Ordeans  ane  watche  to  be  keepit  nightlie  for  restraineing  the  steilling  of  Stealing 
comes  in  tyme  of  harvest. 

Discharges  all  burgessis  or  inhabitantes  within  this  burgh  who  wantes  Keeping  of 
gras  of  their  awne  to  keepe  any  nolt  in  tedderes.  cattle. 

15  September,  1652. 
Appo5mtes  Robert  Thomsone,  lait  baillie,  to  ryde  in  to  Dalkeith  tomorrow  Deputation 
or  upon  Fryday  nixt,  and  regraitt  the  tounes  lossis,  and  anent  the  Kirkland,  ^i^onerTof 
coal  and  candle,  and  others,  conforme  to  the  supplicatioun  to  be  drawine  up  parliament, 
and  deliverit  to  him.^ 

Ordeanes  James  Hunter  to  pay  to  thesaurer  for  his  burges  com positioun  Burges 
twentie  pundes  Scottes.  composition. 

27  September,  1652. 

Ordaines  the  scoole  to  be  visite,  the  minister  to  be  acquaintit  therewith.   Visitation  of 

school. 

11  October,  1652. 

Ordeanes  the  deane  of  gild  to  cause  remove  all  the  middings  off  the  calsay.  street 

It  is  enactit  that  the  inhabitantes  within  the  burgh  keepe  the  towne  ^^^^"^^"S- 

cattell  vicissim  upon  Edderstoun  croftes,  Dalatho,  Langsyd,  and  the  croftes cxohs.^  ° 

1  The    inhabitants   of   Peebles,   through  in   March,    1652.     See  papers  printed   in 

Robert  Thomsone  as  their  representative.  Vol.  40  of  the  publications  of  the  Scottish 

had  assented  to  the  incorporation  of  Scot-  History  Society,  "  The  Cromwellian  Union," 

land  into  a  commonwealth  with  England  pp.  135,  144,  148. 
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outwith  the  eist  port,  the  magistrattes  to  see  this  put  in  execution,  viz.  :  the 
proveist  for  the  Old  Town,  south-west  and  north-west  quarteris,  Baillie 
Williamsone  for  the  east  quarter,  and  Baillie  Plenderleith  for  the  north  quarter. 
Petty  thefts.  The  baillies  to  appoynt  ane  private  watche  nighthe  for  tr5dng  pykeres  of 
corne,  eldine,  or  green  kaille. 


Visitation  of 
highways. 

Tillage  of 
Homildone. 


Wheat 
measure. 

Election 
of  guild 
council. 


A  rioter 
fined. 


Quartering 
soldiers  upon 
the  town. 


Homildone. 


18  October,  1652. 

Appoyntes  Satterday  nixt  for  visiteing  the  heaways  outwith  the  eist 
and  north. 

Appoyntes  for  visiteing  Homildone,  and  breaking  ane  tilth  therupon, 
upon  Fryday  nixt,  in  the  morning — for  the  eist  quarter,  James  Horsbruch 
and  John  Williamson  ;  for  the  south  west,  Robert  Thomsone  and  James 
Williamsone  ;  for  the  north  west,  John  Lowes  and  John  Turnbull ;  for  the 
north  quarter,  John  Andro  and  Thomas  Williamsone,  elder ;  for  the  Old 
Town,  William  Wilsone  and  Robert  Steill ;  and  the  magistrattes  to  concure 
with  them. 

1  November,'  1652. 

Ordeanes  the  old  quheat  cop  to  be  brokine,  and  the  thesaurer  to  be 
comptable  for  the  tymber  and  yron  girthes  therof. 

Nominattes  and  electes  John  Andro,  John  Mure,  Alexander  Duncane, 
John  Smyth,  Thomas  Geddes,  John  Bell,  William  Hislope,  and  John 
Buchannane,  and  Robert  Forrester  to  be  upon  the  deane  of  gild  counsell, 
Alexander  WilUamsone  appoyntit  to  be  baillie  to  the  said  counsell,  who  is  to 
conveane  them  and  take  their  oathes  de  fideli  administratione.  It  is  provydit 
and  enactit  that  the  said  deane  of  gild  and  his  counsell  shall  not  medle  nor 
doe  anything  contrair  to  the  actes  of  parliament,  nor  in  prejudice  of  the  tounes 
liberties  and  rightes. 

John  Hoipe,  servitor  to  William  and  James  Scottes,  in  Wrea,  comes  in 
will  for  ryott  committit  be  him  upon  Robert  Ewmond,  one  of  the  tounes 
hirdes  ;  ordeanes  the  said  John  Hoipe  to  pay  to  the  thesaurer  therfore  foure 
pundes  Scottes,  and  to  remane  in  waird  till  he  pay  the  samyn. 

Appoyntes  quarter-masteres  to  concure  with  the  two  bailHes  in  quartering 
all  souldioris  that  shall  hereafter  be  quarterit  upon  the  toune — for  the  eist 
quarter,  James  Horsbruch  and  John  Twedye,  younger ;  for  the  south-west 
quarter,  etc. 

Appoyntes  the  persones  befor  nominat,  to  conveane  their  severall 
quarteres,  and  designe  and  divyde  the  tilthes  of  Homildone,  upon  Fryday  nixt. 
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The  magistrattes  and  counsel!,  takeing  in  consideratione  how  the  quheatprops 
sawine  about  this  toune  is  dayhe  trodden  upon  and  eatten  up  be  the  nolt  and  cattle  and 
sheepe  going  herdles,  wherby  the  said  cropt  is  lykehe  to  be  renderit  unproffit- sheep, 
able  to  the  awneres,  except  it  be  preventit ;    for  remedie  wherof,  it  is  enactit 
and  ordeanit  that  the  saides  goodes,  in  all  tyme  comeing,  shall  be  herdit  and 
keepit  be  the  awners  therof  within  the  severall  quarteres  of  this  toun,  upon 
the  boundes  wher  they  use  to  pasture  ;    and  therfore  ordeanes  ilk  burges  or 
inhabitant  that  hes  any  nolt  or  sheepe,  to  herd  the  goodes  of  that  quarter 
wherein  he  dwelles,  toure  about,  as  he  shal  be  commandit  be  the  magistrattes, 
and  to  keepe  the  samyn  goodes  off  the  sawin  graund,  under  the  pane  of  two 
pennies  for  ilk  foot  of  the  said  nolt,  and  ane  pennie  for  ilk  foot  of  the  said 
sheepe  that  shal  be  found  upon  the  said  sawin  ground,  Mies  quoties,  over  and 
above  satisfactioun  of  the  skaith  to  the  partie  skaithet,  to  be  payit  by  that 
persone  who,  being  wairnit,  shall  refuise  or  neglect  to  herd  and  keepe  the  said 
goodes  in  maner  forsaide. 

And  siclyke  ratifies  the  act  maid  anent  the  building  of  heid  rowmes  and  Boundary 
yaird  dykes,  and  ordeanes  intimatioun  therof  to  be  maid  throw  the  toune. 

8  November,  1652. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  nominattes  and  electes  Alexander  Lauder,  Act  against 
dean  of  gild,  as  collector  and  commisioner  for  the  toune,  to  searche,  seik,  and  "praters "' 
apprehend,  and  escheitt  the  goodes  and  geir  of  unfriemen  exerceing  merchandice  and  fore- 
within  this  burgh  and  schire  ;    and  to  challenge  regraitteres  and  forstalleres,  ^^rkets^ 
conforme  to  the  actes  of  parliament ;    which  collector  shall  present  all  such 
unfriemen,  forstalleres,  and  regraitteres  to  the  magistrattes  and  toun  counsell, 
to  be  fyned  and  punisched  be  them,  conforme  to  the  said  actes,  and  to  be 
comptable  to  the  said  toun  counsell  for  thes  fynes,  as  ane  pairt  of  the  commoune 
goodes ;   who  being  present  and  acceptand,  hes  promeised  so  to  doe. 

Appoyntes  the  present  magistrattes  and  the  persones  formerlie  nominat  Transient 
for  quartering,  to  meit  for  ordering  the  transient  quarterings,  bygane  and  in 
tyme  coming. 

15  November,  1652. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell,   finding  that  the  twentie-nynth  day  of  Fair  on 
November,  commonhe  callit  Sanct  Androis  day,  hes  thes  mony  aiges  bygane  day. 
beene  keept  as  ane  publict  and  free  faire  within  this  burgh,  for  buying  and 
selling  of  all  sortes  of  cattell,  useing  and  exerceing  of  all  kyndes  of  merchandice, 
till  of  late  the  samyn  is  gone  out  of  use,  to  the  great  decay,  not  onlie  of  this 
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burgh  and  inhabitantes  thereof,  but  also  of  the  leiges  round  about,  therfor 

they  appoynt  and  ordeane  the  said  fair  day,  commonhe  called  St.  Androis 

day,   to   be   holdin   and   keept   yeirlie   upon   the   said   twentie-nynth  day  of 

November,  and  so  furth  yeirlie  hereafter  (and  becaus  the  twentie-nynth  day 

will  this  year  fall  upon  the  Mononday,  therfor  ordaines  the  said  faire-day  to 

be  keept  upon  the  Tuesday  nixt  thairafter)  for  buying  and  selling  of  hors,  nolt, 

sheepe,  victuall,  and  all  sortes  of  merchandice,  as  in  any  other  oppin  or  publict 

faire  dayes  ;    and  ordeanes  intimatioun  hereof  to  be  maide  at  the  mercate 

croce  of  this  burgh  tomorrow,   and  letteres  to  be  written  to  the  adjacent 

burghes  for  intimatioun  therof  at  the  mercate  places,   to   the  effect   none 

pretend  ignorance. 

29  November,  1652. 

Deputy  Appoyntes  and  nominattes  Robert  Thomsone,  lait  baillie,  to  repaire  to 

appointed  to  Qgj^gj.^^^  Maior  Deane,  and  represent  to  him  the  tounes  lossis  in  susteining 
confer  with  i  >  f  o 

MajorDeane.  the  transient  quartering,  and  the  aikeres  of  Kirkland,  conforme  to  the  petitione 

to  be  drawin  up,  and  that  once  this  weik. 

6  December,  1652. 

Anent  The  counsell,  takeing  in   consideratioun  the  ruinous  and   decayed  ruife 

the^church°^°^  ^^^  church  of  Pebles,  and  to  evidence  their  wiUingnes  to  repaire  their  pairt 

of  the  same,  and  for  the  present  urgent  necessitie  and  keepeing  the  same  from 

utter  decay,  authorizes  and  ordaines  William  Lowes,  proveist,  John  Andro, 

and   John   Twedye,   younger,    to   offer   to   the   heritoures   and   taxtmasteres 

appoyntit  for  breakeing  the  taxt,  for  reparatioun  of  the  said  church,  to  repaire 

ane  sevinth  pairt  of  the  tuo  partes  of  the  said  ruife  (the  queir  belonging  to  the 

titular  being  exceptit)  provydeing  all  the  burgessis  and  inhabitantes,  heritouris 

of  landis,  be  taxt  with  the  toune  for  thair  tradeing,  distinct  from  the  paroche  ; 

and  with  this  provision,  that  this  large  offer  of  the  counsellis  be  nowayes 

prejudicial  to  them  or  their  successores,  as  ane  constant  rule  in  tyme  comeing, 

but  only  for  the  present  necessitie,  and  that  they  shall  notwithstanding  have 

hbertie  to  restrict  themselves  to  the  stent  roUes  in  umquhile  Mr.  Archibald 

Douglas  and  Mr.  Theoder  Hay,  parsones  of  Pebles,  their  lyftymes  ;    as  also  to 

sute  repititione  from  the  heritoris  of  the  said  paroch,  as  they  shal  be  found 

due  be  law  of  the  expenssis  depursit  and  to  be  depursit  and  waireit  out  be 

Chaippell,      the  said  toun  for  reparatioun  of  the  chaippell ;    and  also  that  consideratione 

scoole'  ^^  taken  for  the  tounes  upholding  of  the  briges  and  scoole  upon  thair  awne 

charges,  without  helpe  of  the  heritouris  in  the  schyre. 
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13  December,  1652. 

Alexander  Lawder  to  produce  ane  compt  of  the  groattes  auchtand  be  the  Expense  of 

heritouris  in  the  landwart  paroche  for  quarteriner  Twisiltounes  regiment,  this  ^"^rtenng  a 

^  ^  o  o  >  regiment. 

day  8  dayes,  to  the  effect  the  same  may  be  payit  to  the  inhabitantes,  losers 
thereof. 

20  December,  1652. 

Memorandum. — ^To  advise  about  the  charge  gevin  to  the  proveist  and  Summons 
baillies,  to  compeir  befor  the  judges  at  Edinburgh  the  first  of  Januar  nixt,  f^S^i"^^*  ^® 
to   ansuer   to   the   summondes   raisit   against   the   toun   and   the   remanent  public  debt, 
burrowes  for  some  alleadgit  pubUc  debt. 

Ordeanes  John  Frank,  present  thesaurer,  to  pay  James  Nicoll  the  super-  Rigging  of 
plus  of  the  riggine  stones  to  the  chaippell,  being  thrie  pundes  xiij  s.  iiij  d.  chapel. 

To  trye  who  of  the  landwart  castes  and  leides  faile  or  divoit  off  Hamiltoun;  Feal  and 
appoyntes  John  Frank  and  Thomas  Geddes  to  doe  the  same.  Hanidltoun 

27  December,  1652. 

The  counsell,  for  defraying  ane  pairt  of  the  tounes  debtes,  have  resolved  Fewing  a 

to  few  some  aikeres  of  their  propper  lands  of  Caidmure,  Ivand  neirest  the  P°f ^^"'^  .°^ 

^     ^^  •'  Caidmuir. 

merche,  betwixt  Bonyntoun  marche  and  foreanent  Cruikstoun  houssis ;  and 
ordeanis  the  same  to  be  rowpeit  at  the  mercate  croce,  and  upon  thrie  court 
dayes,  beginnand  upon  Weddensday  nixt,  and  the  haill  inhabitantes  to  be 
werneit  oppinlie  at  the  mercat  croce  thairto  that  none  pretend  ignorance ;  to 
be  sett  to  burgessis  inhabitantes  onlie  who  bides  most. 

Appoyntes   Fryday   come   eight   dayes   for   teilUng   of   Homildone,    andHomildone 
ordeanes  the  burgessis  and  inhabitantes  to  have  their  pleuches  and  horssis 
readie  to  teil  the  same,  ilk  persone  under  the  paine  of  fyve  punds  Scottes. 
Ordeanes  the  ofhciar  to  warne  them  to  that  effect. 

Appoyntes  the  present  magistrattes  and  dean  of  gild  to  meit  upon  Fryday  Towns 
nixt  for  measuring  the  tounes  firloittes  and  peckes.  measures. 


10  January,  1653. 

The   proveist   reportes   that   he   hes   gevin   the   coppie   of   the   forsaids  Defence  of 

action  as  to 
public  debt. 


summonds  to  Thomas  Vaiche,  advocat,  to  defend  the  same,  in  caice  it  be  ^^^^^"^  ^  *° 


caUed. 

Thomas    Murdo,    present,    accusit    for    ryot    done    be    him    upon    John  PuJ^ishment 
Plenderleith,  baillie,  James  Stewart,  and  Robert  Stevinsone,  in  abuseing  and  and  abusive 

conduct. 
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threatening  the  saids  James  Stewart  and  Robert  Stevinsone,  and  railling 
against  the  said  bailHe,  saying  :  He  and  all  the  companie  wer  hangit,  they 
sould  not  get  the  naige  agane.  Referes  to  the  said  bailhes  depositioun,  who 
affirmes  the  same  to  be  of  treuth,  wherunto  the  said  Thomas  acquiesces. 
Inflictes  upone  the  said  Thomas  ten  pund  therfore,  and  to  remane  in  waird 
till  he  find  cawtioun  for  payment  thereof  to  the  thesaurer,  and  also  that  he 
shall  remove  furth  of  this  toune  at  Witsonday  nixt,  under  the  paine  of 
banishment. 

17  January,  1653. 

Precaution  This  day  produceit  be  William  Lowes,  proveist,  ane  letter  direct  to  the 

suborifing      ^oun  be  Mr.  Thomas  Vaiche,  advocat,  schewing  that  Thomas  Moses  lybell 
witnesses.      contra  the  toun  was  admitted  to  Thomas  Moses  probatioun,  to  be  advertit  to 
be  the  toune  that  he  suborne  not  the  witnesses. 


7  February,  1653. 

Punishment  John  Mitchell,  herd  in  Glenrath,  and  WilHam  Jaksone,  herd  in  Glenrath 

for  assault,  jjgipg^  both  present,  and  accusit  for  blood  and  ryot  committet  ather  of  them 
upon  other,  upon  the  first  of  this  instant,  within  the  burgh  of  Peebles.  John 
Mitchell  grantes  casting  of  ane  aill  cop  and  ane  chandlor  at  Jaksones  face, 
and  blooding  of  him.  Wilham  Jaksone  grants  pulling  of  Mitchells  hair.  Comes 
both  in  the  counselles  wiU  therfor.  Inflictes  upon  the  said  John  Mitchell 
twelve  pundes  Scottes  for  the  said  blood  and  ryot.  Inflictes  upon  the  said 
William  Jaksone  for  the  said  ryot  fyve  pundes. 

14  February,  1653. 
Advocate  Ordeanes  letteres  to  be  written  to  Mr.   Thomas  Vaitche,   advocat,   for 

dSemf  tife*°^^*^"^^"S  the  judges  when  Thomas  Moses  proces  is  advysed,  and  to  pres  the 
town  in  an    advyseing  thereof,  and  to  send  him  ane  doUer  for  his  paines. 
action. 

7  March,  1653. 

Goods  to  be  Ordeanes  all  the  goodes  (except  the  tounes)  to  be  houndit  and  poyndit 

removed        ^  Venlaw  and  Homildoun,  and  the  inhabitantes  to  hound  and  poynd,  toure 

from  Venlaw 

and  Hamil-    about,  viz.,  the  New  Toune  for  Venlaw,  beginand  at  James  Horsbruk  the 

^°"^'  morne  ;    and  the  Old  Toune  for  Homildoune,  tuo  ilk  day.     The  baiUies  to  put 

this  act  to  executioun. 
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The  counsell  has  resolvit  to  build  tuo  pewes,  and  ad  to  the  magistrattes  Additional 
seat,  upon  the  tounes  charges,  and  ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  cans  repaire  the^hm-j-jj 
samyn  ;    and  gives  hbertie  to  any  burgessis  or  frieman  within  this  burgh  who 
will  be  at  the  expenssis  to  jo5nie  togither  for  building  pewes  befor  the  counsell 
seat  and  Patrik  Vaitches  seatt. 

Ordeanes  the  tounes  commoun  ground,  callit  of  old  the  mildam,  now  the  Common 
green,  from  the  kill  doune  to  the  sand  bed  to  be  rowpit  and  sett  to  ane  burges,  rouped. 

It  is  resolved  upon  that  all  ryottes  shall  hereafter  first  be  heard  be  the  Riots, 
counsell. 

14  March,  1653. 

Ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  pay  to  William  Hislope  and  John  Grieve,  elder.  House  built 
twentie-tuo  pundes  for  building  ane  hous  at  Troveboughtes  upon  Caidmure,  ^P°" 
of  thrie  cuple  thrie  foot  lenth  within  the  walles,  and  fyfteine  or  fourteine  foott 
of  breadth,  and  for  levelling  the  ground,  theiking  therof,  setting  on  doores 
and  windowes  ;   the  thesaurer  to  advert  they  make  sufficient  work  ;   the  toune 
onUe  supplying  tymber  and  divoitt. 

Mr.  Andrew  Watsone,  scoolmaister,  present,  hes  undertaken  to  retume  School- 
ane  ansuer  this  day  8  dayes  anent  his  remaneing  as  scoolmaister,  ather  in™^*®'^- 
word  or  writt. 

Memorandum. — Receavit  from   Mr.   Andrew  Watsone  and   [put]   in  the  Submission 

clerks  hands  the  minutes  of  the  submissione  betuixt  the  toune  and  Cringiltie  Y-^^  Crmgle- 

°         tie  as  to 
anent  Homildoun.  Homildon. 

The  proveist  and  baillies,  haveing  upon  Setterday  last  visit  the  toun  wall,  Town  wall, 
finds  onlie  thes  pairtes  failtische  : — At  the  heid  rowmes  of  the  persones 
following,  viz.,  John  Thomsone,  John  Cranstoun,  John  Bell,  Sir  James  Hay, 
Issobell  Williamsone,  John  Newtone,  Thomas  Pringill,  John  Plenderlaith, 
John  Buchanane,  Issobell  Patersone,  Hayistoun,  James  Hoipe,  Wilham 
Chisholme,  whom  ordeanes  to  repaire  their  severaU  partes  of  the  said  wall  and 
heid  rowmes  within  fyfteine  dayes,  under  the  paine  of  fyve  merkes  Scottes 
money  ilk  persone  failyeand. 

Discharges    all    burgesses    and    inhabitantes    to    sett    any    housses    to  Vagabonds 
vagaboundes   or   incumers,    under   the   paine   conteanit   in   formar   actes   of  incomers. 
counseU,  and  to  be  intimat. 

And  siclyke  to  discharge  all  persones  within  this  burgh  to  ressett  any  Sturdy 
sturdie  beggares  or  others  longer  then  ane  night,  under  the  panes  conteainit  chfkTre^n  to 
in  the  actes  of  parliament  and  actes  of  assembUe.     And  that  all  parentes  put  be  put  to 
their  children  to  scoole. 
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16  March,  1653. 

Charge  on  The  magistrattes  and  counsell,  finding  that  the  present  magistrattes  ar 

bv^Lonl^"  ^   chargit  be  vertue  of  letteres  of  horning  at  the  instance  of  William  Lyle  of 

Tweeddale     Bassendeane,  whoise  name  is  onlie  borrowit  to  the  band,  for  payment  of  fyve 

am^"  mi°     hundreth  foure  scoire  sevinteine  pundes  ix  s.  4  d.  of  principall,  with  certane 

ammunition,  penaltie  and  annualrent  since  the  dait  of  the  band,  being  12  Februar  1639 

years,  notwithstanding  that  the  full  principall  sowme  is  payit  to  my  Lord 

Tweiddaill,  and  that  the  said  band  was  grantit  for  armes  and  ammunitione 

receavit  from  the  said  Lord  Tweiddaill,  and  that  most  pairt  of  the  airmes  wer 

receavit  back  agane  be  my  Lord  Tweiddaill  and  Lord  Yester,  as  collonell,  and 

William  Lyle,  being  then  capitane,  and   be  capitan  Andro  Hay,  therfor  the 

magistrattes  and  counsell  have  resolvit  to  suspend  the  said  charge  and  letteres 

of  horning  ;    and  appojmtes  William  Lowes,  proveist,  to  ryde  to  Edinburgh 

for  that  effect,  to  speak  William  Lyle  anent  the  reasone  of  the  charge,  and 

anent  allowance  of  armes. 

21  March,  1653. 
Assault  com-         Eupham  Pringill,  spous  to  Patrik  Dickisone,  present,  accusit  for  com- 
the  church,    knitting  ryot  upon  Jonet  Dickisone  and  Mat  Leidbutter  within  the   church 
of  Pebles  upon  the  Lordes  dayes,  the  sext  and  thretteine  dayes  of  Merche 
instant,  grantes  schooting  over  of  Jonet  Dickisone  and  dunsching  hir  upon 
the  neck,  and  comes  in  will  therfore  ;    denyes  scho  did  any  wrong  to  Mat 
Leidbutter.     To  summond  witnesses. 
Punishment  The  magistrattes  and  counsell,  finding  that  Thomas  Moses,  walker,  in 

calumniator.  ^^^^  ^^  counsell,  upon  the  sevinteine  day  of  Januar  last  by  past,  afiirmit  that 
the  websteres  in  Pebles  spilt  and  stoll  his  work,  and  in  particular  that  Robert 
Steill,  Webster,  stoll  sex  punds  of  his  yairne,  whilk  he  by  the  said  act  is 
ordeanit  to  persew  and  prove  within  tuentie  days  after  the  said  dilatioun, 
under  the  pane  of  suffering  the  law  of  compensatioun  ;  and  that  the  said 
Thomas  Moses  hes  succumbit  and  failyeait  in  proving  of  the  forsaid  accusa- 
tioun  :  Therfor  ordeanes  the  said  Thomas  Moses  to  pay  to  the  toune  thesaurer 
tuelve  pundes  Scottes  money,  and  to  be  incarcerat  presentlie  within  the 
steipell  of  Pebles,  and  to  remane  therin  till  the  morrow  at  elleven  houres  befor 
noone,  at  which  tyme  the  baillies  to  sett  him  at  the  mercat  croce  with  ane 
paper  on  his  head  beareing  thes  wordes,  or  the  lyke  : — Here  standes  I,  Thomas 
Moses,  for  callumniating  Robert  Steill,  in  calling  him  ane  theife,  wherin  I  have 
failyeat, — for  the  space  of  tuo  houres,  and  therafter  shall  set  doune  upon  his 
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knees,  confese  his  fault,  and  crave  the  pairtie  offendit  mercie,  and  therafter 

to  be  taken  to  prisone  and  remane  therin  whill  he  pay  the  forsaid  sowme  and 

all  otheres  fynes  imposeit  upon  him. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  to  provyd  for  ane  scollmaister  agane  theschool- 

thrid  of  May  next,  in  respect  Mr.  Androw  Watsone,  by  his  letter,  hes  declaireit  "tasters 

J  '  ir  '     J  '  resignation. 

himself  not  able  for  the  charge  ;  notwithstanding  of  the  which  letter  appoyntes 
the  tuo  present  baillies  to  speik  the  parsone  and  Mr.  Andrew  Watsone 
thairanent. 

28  March,  1653. 

The  tounes  haill  nolt  shall  goe  to-morrow  and  pasture  upon  Homildoun  Homildon. 
for  the  space  of  eight  dayes  ;   the  awners  to  help  to  drvye  them  thereto  ;   and 
the  yeild  nolt  to  be  put  to  the  Eister  Commones  against  Beltane  next. 

Appoyntes  Fryday  nixt  to  visite  Glentres  commoune  and  saw  that  pairt  Glentress. 
that  is  tillit  over  again. 

John  Hay,  fiar  of  Smeithfeild,  present,  accusit  for  ryot  committit  be  him  Assault, 
upon  Bessie  Robeine,   servitrix  to   Sir  James  Hay  of  Smeithfeild,   grantes 
strykeing  of  hir  with  his  foot,   and  comes  in  will  therfore.      The  counsell 
inflictes  upon  him  therfor  thrie  punds,  to  be  payit  to  the  thesaurer. 


4  April,  1653. 

The  baillies  to  meet  with  the  nolt  herd  anent  divyding  the  nolt ;    and  Caidmure 

and 
Homildon. 


ordeanes  the  milk  kuy  to  be  herdit  on  Caidmure,  and  the  yeild  nolt  upon^"^^ 


Homildoune.     And  ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  give  the  nolt  herd  ane  firloit  of 
meill  more  for  keeping  the  nolt  severallie  as  said  is. 

Sussanna  Tueddell,  servitrix  to  Thomas  Moses,  walker,  accusit  for  casting  Thomas 
of  stones  at  the  magistrattes  and  their  assistants  when  they  wer  executing  ^°ses 
their   office    against   Thomas    Moses,    present,    grantes   and   comes   in    will ; 
inflictes  upon  hir  therfore  ten  merkes  Scottes  money. 

Appoyntes  the  second  Tuesday  after  Pasche,  for  visiteing  and  going  about  Visiting 
Glentres  commoune,   beginning  at  Winkstoun,   yeirlie  in  all  tyme  comeing,  Glentress 
and  to  begine  this  year ;    and  ordeanes  the  haill  inhabitantes  to  await  upon 
the  magistrattes,  and  to  be  warnit  for  that  effect. 

11  April,  1653. 

Ordeanes  the  officiares  to  goe  throw  the  toun  and  wairn  the  hail  burgesses  inhabitants 
and  inhabitantes  therin  to  meit  with  the  counsell  upon  Moonday  nixt  anent  ^°^^^'^°"' 
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Quartering 
soldiers. 


Guytfootes. 
(C). 


Education  of 
children. 


Deputation 
to  Neidpath. 
Towns 
registers. 


Prices  of 
work. 


the  setting  of  pryces  upon  craftismenes'warkmenschipe,  and  anent  the  pre- 
bendarie  dueties  payable  out  of  the  burro  landis  within  this  burgh. 

Appoyntes  the  persones  undernameit,  together  with  the  baillies,  to 
conveane  and  call  befor  them  the  landlordes  within  this  burgh  who  quarterit 
Capitane  Deane  and  Capitane  Colmes  troopes,  and  tak  up  ane  exact  compt  of 
their  quarterings  and  the  monie  receavit ;  and  to  break  the  lossis  upon  the 
haiU  toune,  viz.,  [two  persons  for  each  of  the  east,  south-west,  north-west  and 
north  quarters,  and  two  for  the  Old  Town]  ;  to  meit  upon  Thursday  nixt,  in 
the  morning ;   the  landlords  to  give  oath  upon  their  compts. 

12  Afril,  1653. 
Assignes  and  settes  to  John  Cleg  ane  thrie  year  tack  of  the  Guytfootes 
from  the  eist  end  of  the  Skinnerheuch  to  the  Sand  bed  for  yearlie  payment 
of  fyve  pundes  Scottes  money,  his  entrie  thairto  presentlie,  and  the  magis- 
trattes  to  designe  the  bounds.^ 

18  April,  1653. 

The  counsell  and  most  pairt  of  the  burgessis  and  inhabitantes  present, 
have  promeisit  and  undertaken,  such  of  them  who  hes  any  male  children,  and 
ar  capable  of  learning,  traiding,  or  craftes,  to  put  the  saids  children  to  the 
scoolle,  traides,  or  craftes,  within  fourtie-eight  houres  nixt  herafter,  under 
the  paine  that  the  parent  failyeand  shal  be  lyable  to  satisfie  for  the  mis- 
demeanoures  or  faultes  that  such  children  shall  comitt  herafter ;  as  also 
such  parentes  as  are  able  shall  satisfie  the  scolmaister  and  scool-doctor  their 
quarter  paymentis. 

Appoyntes  the  persones  undernameit  to  attend  upon  the  proveist,  baillies, 

and  counsell,  to  goe  up  to  Nedpeth,  to  speake  my  Lord  Tueiddaill  and  Lord 

Yester  anent  the  band  grantit  to  his  lordship  for  the  airmes,  vizt. — David 

Plenderleaith  [and  nine  others].     And  appoyntes  the  fornameit  persones  to 

revise  and  cognosce  the  tounes  registers  anent  the  prebendar,  burgage,  and 

few  dueties  payable  out  of  the  burro  landis,  and  who  shal  be  found  lyable 

in  payment, 

25  April,  1653. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  findes  that  twelve  schilling  Scottes  without 
ane  drink,  and  viij  s.  with  ane  drink,  is  sufficient  for  the  casting  of  each 


^  This  entry,  as  denoted  by  the  letter  (C) 
on  the  margin,  is  printed  from  the  Burgh 
Court  Book.     Except  in  the  cases  where 


another  source  is  indicated,  the  extracts 
printed  in  this  volume  are  taken  from  the 
Council  Records. 
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thousand  divoittes,  in  optioun  of  the  receaver.  Item,  foure  schilling  Scottes 
to  each  man  for  ane  dayes  wark,  and  his  meit.  Item,  each  dayes  wark  of  ane 
hors  in  plewing,  harrowing,  mucking,  leiding  of  fewall,  faill,  or  divoit, 
vj  s.  viij  d.,  and  hors  meat.  Item,  for  the  carieing  and  pulling  of  each  turs 
of  hether,  viij  s.  and  ane  meall  of  meat.  And  whosoever  exactes  more  than 
the  abovewrittin  pryces  shall  pay  for  the  first  fault  twentie  schilling ;  the 
secund  fault,  xl  s.  ;    and  the  third  fault,  loseing  of  their  fredome. 

Continewes   the   pryces   of   wrichtes,    masones,    smithes,    tailyeoris,    and 
weaveres  to  the  nixt  counsell  day. 

The  counseU  declaires  James  Stevensone,  in  Haystoun,  is  onlie  ane  calsay  A  calsay 
burges  untill  he  find  cawtioun  to  scatt,  loit,   watche  and  waird,   as  other   """S^^- 
burgessis. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  ordeanes  the  thesaurer,   present  and  to  School- 
come,   to  pay  Thomas  Dicksone,  scool-doctor,   for  his  stipend  and  harvest  g^°pg°^^ 
vacance   yeirlie,    dureing   his   service,    without    any   farther   augmentatioun, 
fourtie  pundes     ... 

Ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  provyde  ane  saidiU,  worth  ten  merkes  mony,  Prize  for  a 
and  ane  boll  oattis,  to  be  run  at  upon  Beltane  day,  and  intimatioun  to  be  maid  ^^^^' 
to-morrow ;    the  old  way — the  inputtes  to  be  for  ane  after  schoot. 

9  May,  1653. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell,  finding  the  inconveniencie  and  prejudice  Stands  on 
ane  mid-raw  of  merchant  crames  upon  the  hea  streit,  in  tyme  of  faires,  bring     ^  ^  "^^^  • 
to  the  leiges,  therfor  discharges  all  such  mid-raw  crames  in  time  of  faires 
hereafter  (except  for  sweit  meattes),  and  recommends  this  to  the  deane  of  gild 
and  collector. 

The  deane  of  gild  to  make  ane  stampt  for  merking  each  merchants  Stamp  for 
elwand  with  ane  P.  .      ellwands. 

16  May,  1653. 

Richart  Porteous  conduceit  herd  to  keepe  the  tonnes  schep  upon  Venlaw,  Herd  on 
and  to  hound  all  otheres  good  off  the  samyn,  for  ane  year,  after  Witsounday  ^  *^' 
nixt,  who  is  to  have  for  his  fie  and  bounteith  four  schilling  Scottes  for  ilk 
scheepe  pastureit  or  to  be  pastureit  therupon  be  the  awneres  therof,  the  ane 
half  payable  at  Lambmes,  and  the  other  half  at  Candlemes ;  the  magistrattes 
and  councell,  and  their  successores,  to  sie  the  said  fee  ingatherit.  The  said 
Richart  is  to  pasture  the  said  scheip  upon  the  Eister  Commones  and  Pilmure 
thrie  dayes  ilk  week,  or  upon  other  of  the  tounes  commounes,  as  he  shal  be 
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directit  be  the  magistrattes.  The  said  Richart  Porteous,  present,  acceptes 
of  the  said  herdschipe,  and  is  content  of  the  said  fie,  and  hes  given  his  oath 
of  fideHtie  theranent.  The  magistrattes  and  councell  hes  promeisit  to  give 
the  said  Richart,  besyd  the  formar  fie,  ane  firloit  of  meall  or  fourtie  schilling 
for  the  pryce  therof,  out  of  the  tonnes  rent. 
Horses  to  be  It  is  unanimouslie  concludit  and  ordeanit  that,  in  all  tyme  comeing,  the 

Se  commons  h^il  tounes  horssis  be  keept  upon  the  tonnes  commounes  upon  the  Sabbath 
on  Sabbath    dayes,  and  for  that  effect  appoyntes  ane  man  or  his  servant,  in  each  quarter 


days. 


A  quarrel. 


Caidmure. 


James 
Stevinsone, 
calsay 
burges. 

Caution  for 
customs. 

Custom  of 
Brighous- 
know. 


Grazing  on 
Easter 


of  the  toun,  and  ane  for  the  Old  Toun,  who  hes  horssis,  to  keepe  the  samyn, 
toure  about,  as  the  persones  dwelhs,  beginand  at  Winkstoun  commone, 
Hethpoole  commone  nixt,  Sheelgreen  commone  nixt,  and  Escheillis  commone 
nixt ;  and  if  any  maister  or  servant  who  hes  any  hors,  whether  he  have  gras 
or  not,  failzea  to  take  a  field  and  bring  home  their  hors,  shall  pay  for  ilk 
failzea  to  the  keeper,  vj  s.  viij  d.  ;  and  intimatioun  hereof  to  be  made, 
beginand  upon  the  nixt  Sabboth. 

Marione  Watsone,  spous  to  John  Oynes,  present,  grantes  committing  of 
ryot  upon  Jonnet  Dicksone,  comes  in  will  therfor.  John  Oynes,  also  present, 
accusit  for  ryot  upon  the  said  Jonnet  Dicksone,  refusit  to  swear.  Ordeanes 
the  said  Marione  to  be  wairdit  and  remane  twentie-foure  houres  nixt  herafter, 
and  to  pay  xxiiij  s.  to  the  thesaurer,  and  to  act  hirself  not  to  scold  or  flyte 
hereafter,  under  the  paine  of  ten  merkes.  The  said  Jonet  Dicksone,  of  hir 
awne  consent,  enactes  hirself  to  goe  to  service  at  Witsonday  nixt,  or  elles  to 
remove  off  the  toune. 

23  May,  1653. 

Ordeanes  the  goodes  of  Milntoun  or  otheres  goodes  (except  the  tounes)  to 
be  pindit  if  the  samyn  be  found  pasturand  upon  Caidmure. 

James  Stevinsone,  in  Hayistoun,  present,  hes  promeisit  and  is  content  to 
tak  no  benefit  of  the  burges  ticket  receivit  be  him  from  the  toun. 

John  Cleg  is  to  find  cawtioun  this  day  for  the  customes  this  ensewing  yeir. 

The  custome  of  Brighousknow,  assignit  and  sett  to  John  Horsbruk,  last 
customer,  for  this  ensewing  year,  for  fourtie  pundes  Scottes  money,  who, 
present,  acceptes  thereof,  and  hes  promeisit  the  said  duety,  provydeing  there 
be  ane  mercate  as  formarlie. 

6  June,  1653. 
Ordeanes  two  burgessis  or  inhabitantes,  toure  about,  to  goe  to  the  Eister 
commoune  daylie,  in  the  morning,  and  sie  the  yeild  nolt  perteaning  to  the 


1653]  OF  THE  BURGH  OF  PEEBLES.  15 

toun  keept  to  the  heid  rowmes  and  merches  upon  the  best  of  the  commounes 
and  stay  with  the  herd  sex  houres,  without  respect  of  persones,  whether  they 
have  nolt  or  not ;    ilk  persone  under  the  paine  of  fyve  punds  unforgevin. 

Ordeanes  John  Plenderleath,  baiUe,  and  Thomas  Smyth,  clerk,  to  goe  up  Collection 
to  Brighousknow  with  John  Horsbruk,  customer  thairof,  and  if  ther  be  any  ^  P"j^*°"^  ^* 
oppositioun  maid  against  the  collecting  of  the  custome  to  protest  and  take  know, 
instrumentes  conforme  to  the  tounes  right, 

13  June,  1653. 
It  is  statute  be  the  haill  counsel!  present,  that  all  unfriemen  pasturing  Charge 

scheepe  or  nolt  upon  the  tounes  propper  landes  of  Caidmure,  Homildoune,  or  ^8^1"^^*  ""- 
^  ^  r-     rr  >        freemen  for 

Venlaw,  shall  pay  to  the  toun  thesaurer  for  everie  sowme  of  scheepe  fyve  pasturage, 
merkes,  and  for  everie  sowme  of  kuy  thrie  merkes. 

Item,  that  no  indwelling  burges  pasture  or  put  scheepe  or  nolt  to  the  said  Burgesses  to 
landes,  except  they  be  their  awne  propper  goodes  ;    and  incaise  any  burges,  thd  "own"^^ 
under  cuUor  of  himself  or  his  friedome,  put  unfriemanes  goodes,  or  take  in  cattle,  &c. 
landward  goodes  upon  the  said  landes,  he  shall  pay  to  the  toun  ten  merkes, 
toties  quoties,  and  the  goodes  removit. 

Ordeanes  the  magistrattes  to  search  and  visit  the  whole  goodes  upon  the  Commons  to 
saids   landes,    and   remove   unfriemenes ;     and   cans   Alexander   Lauder   and   ^  '^^^^*^^- 
Alexander  Horsbruik,  tennentes,  fulfill  the  conditions  of  their  tackes. 

20  June,  1653. 

It   is   enactit   that   all   goodes   comeing   or   goeing   throw   the   toun   to  Customs. 
Brighousknow  shall  pay  the  custome  to  John  Cleg,  toun  customer,  for  which 
goodes  that  shall  be  maid  mercat  of  at  Brighousknow  ther  shall  be  reduceit 
for  ilk  scoire  to  John  Horsbruik,  customer  at  Brighousknow,  fourtie  pennies. 

It  is  statute  that  all  the  goodes  of  Caidmuir  be  chppit  tomorrow  and  upon  stock  upon 

Wedensday  nixt,  and  that  all  the  yeild  goodes  upon  Venlaw,  and  the  half  *^^^  towns 

./ox-  commons, 

of  the  yeild  goodes  upon  Caidmure  be  sent  to  Homildone  upon  Thursday  nixt, 

and  deliverit  to  the  herd,  and  all  unfriemenes  goodes  upon  Caidmure  be  sent 

to  Homildone,  [and  all  the]  milk  and  yield  goodes  belonging  to  the  toun,  their 

tennentes,  and  [otheres  upon]  Caidmure  be  pasturit  upon  the  Westerhill  and 

the  EisterhiU. 

It  is  statute  and  ordeanet  that  all  burgessis  or  friemen  haveing  ane  Who  entitled 

tenement  of  land  shall  onhe  have  libertie  to  pasture  tua  sowmes  upon  the  *?  P^tu^e 

t^  t^  the  com- 

tounes  propper  landes  of  Caidmure,  Homildone,  or  Venlaw ;    and  that  no  mons. 
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burges,  wanting  ane  tenement,  or  unfriemen,  shall  have  libertie  to  pasture 
sheepe  thereupon  in  tyme  comeing  ;  and  if  the  saides  landes  be  not  fullie 
plenishit,  it  is  concludit  and  statute  that  burgessis  having  tenementes  shal  be 
preferrit  to  otheres  burgesses  wanting  tenements  ;  and  unfriemen  to  pasture 
further  sowmes  then  tua  for  plenishing  the  said  ground. 


Building  a 
bridge  at 
Yarrow. 


Change  of 

council 

meeting. 


27  June,  1653. 

Upon  the  humble  desyre  of  Patrik  Scott  of  Thirlestane,  and  Mr.  William 
Elliot,  minister  at  Yara,  and  thair  promeis  to  helpe  the  toune  to  any  charitable 
work  when  occasion  offeres,  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  findes  and  ordeanes 
all  thes  within  toun  that  hes  horssis  to  send  the  same  to  the  lyme  for  use  of 
building  ane  bridge  over  Yara  foranent  Deuchar,  to  be  thair  upon  Fryday 
nixt  in  the  morning  to  goe  away  the  same  day  at  foure  bourse  after  noone, 
ilk  persone  failyeand  under  the  paine  of  fourtie  schillings  Scottes  money ;  and 
thes  burgessis  who  are  able,  and  want  hors,  to  pay  ilk  ane  of  them  to  thes  who 
hes  hors  and  ar  unable,  eight  shillings. 

In  respect  Monday  is  appoyntit  for  exercise,  therfor  the  counsell  appoyntes 
Fryday  in  tyme  comeing  for  their  meeting. 


Yarrow 
Bridge. 
Bridge  at 
mill-dam. 


Fold  on 
Venlaw. 


8  July,  1653. 

Ratifies  the  former  act  anent  thes  who  failyeit  to  send  out  their  horssis 
to  the  lyme,  and  authorizes  the  magistrattes  to  put  the  said  act  to  executioun  ; 
that  is  to  say,  to  uplift  from  thes  burgessis  who  are  able  and  refusit  to  send 
out  their  hors  ilk  ane  of  them  fourtie  schilling,  and  ordeanes  thes  able 
burgessis  who  were  willing,  and  absent,  and  not  wanted,  or  had  ane  lawfull 
and  reasonable  excuse,  to  buy  and  lay  in,  each  persone,  two  loades  of  lyme, 
which  penalties  and  lyme  the  toune  hes  resolvit  to  imploy  for  building  ane 
stone  brig  of  ane  bow  at  the  mildame  to  the  malt  milne  ;  and  also  authorizes 
the  magistrattes  to  caus  thes  able  persones  in  toune  wanting  hors,  ilk  ane  of 
theme,  to  pay  of  contributioun  for  the  use  foresaid  twelve  schillings,  whereof 
the  poor  ones  who  sent  out  hors  ar  to  have  contributioun,  as  the  magistrattes 
shall  think  fit,  and  the  magistrattes  to  break  this  contributioun,  and  to  dispose 
upon  the  poyndes,  and  make  pennie  thaireof  fra  the  [officeris]. 

The  magistrattes  to  visit  Venlaw,  and  caus  big  ane  fold  therupon  for 
keeping  the  goodes  thairin,  and  preserving  the  comes. 
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Authorizes  the  magistrattes  to  treat  and  compone  with  my  Lord  Tweddaill,  Lord  Tweed- 
or  any  haveing  his  warrand,  anent  the  annualrent  of  the  principall  sowme  xravellingby 
conteanit  in  the  band  grantit  for  the  armes.     And  to  persew  all  thes  who  the  highway, 
impedes    the   inhabitantes   in   travelling   by   the   heaway,    befor   any   judge 
competent. 

Ordeanes  the  magistrattes,  and   such    otheres  of   the    counsell  as  they  Prebendary 
think  fitt,  to  meit  tomorrow  after  noone  in  the  clerkes  chamber,  for  reviseing  ^jy^jgg 
and  coUationating  the  registeres  and  rolles  extract  furth  thairof  be  the  clerk, 
anent  the  prebendar  and  few-dueties,  and  to  report  to  the  counsell  the  nixt 
day  of  meeting,  and  the  clerk  to  be  satisfied  for  his  panes. 

Authorizes  the  two  baillies,  Robert  Thomsone  and  John  Tuedy,  to  speak  School- 
the  scoolmaister  anent  his  attendance  and  instructing  of  the  children,  and  to 
report. 

Issobell  Patersone,  Issobell  Stevinsone,  and  Eupham  Melrose,  all  present.  Unjust 
conveanit  for  seUing  of  victuall  with  ane  unjust  cop ;    grantes,  but  alleadges 
they   knew   it   not   to   be   unjust ;     avisandum   nixt   counsell   day.     Marion 
Thomsone,  spous  to  John  Cleg,  being  wemeit  for  the  effect  forsaid,  and  not 
compeirand  unlawit. 

Authorizes  John  Frank,  thesaurer,  to  sweipe  the  muck  upon  Pebles  stone  Bridge 
brige  ;    and  John  Horsbruik,  lait  customer,  to  sweipe  the  muck  upon  Tweid  ^^^^P^'^ss- 
bridge,  and  that  dureing  the  counsell  and  their  successores  pleasure. 

16  Jtdy,  1653. 

It  is  resolved  and  enactit  that  ane  letter  be  drawin  up  and  writtin  to  the  Markets, 
toune  of  Edinburgh,  anent  the  troubhng  of  the  merchantes  who  selles  and 
buyes  goodes   at   Brighousknow,   quhich   toune   hes   taken   moneys   fra   the 
merchandis,  and  acted  them  not  to    .    .    .    .'  thair  merket  within  thair  awne 
schair. 

29  July,  1653. 

Appoyntes   the   lait   and   present   magistrattes,    the   dean   of   gild,    the  Bridge  over 
theasurer,  and  John  Tuedye  to  meit  to-morrow  at  vij  houres  in  the  mornyng,  ™^J^-^^™- 
for  speaking  the  workmen  anent  the  building  of  ane  bow  bridge  over  the 
miln-dam,  provyding  of  materialles  therto,  taking  compt  of  the  dailies  in  the 
lait  and  present  theasureres  handes,  and  condiscending  upon  thes  able  persones 
names  who  ar  to  carie  lyme  to  the  said  bridge. 

'  Word  illegible. 
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5  August,  1653. 
Breaking  Renewes  the  former  act  anent  the  children  that  eates  and  destroyes  the 

yards,  &c.      P^^^'  ^^^  '•   That  the  parents  of  the  child  who  shall  be  found  eating  or  destroy- 
ing the  peis,  breaking  of  fruit  yairds  or  planting,  to  pay  fyve  pundes  Scottes 
money.     The  officiares  to  acquaint  the  parentes  hereof. 
Building  of  Ordeanes  the  officiares  to  warne  each  maister  of  famihe,  within  this  burgh, 

mill-dam^^'^    to  lay  to  ane  stone  of  8  stone  weight,  for  laying  the  ground  of  the  bow  bridge 
over  the  milne-dam,  and  land-stoilles  thairof,  betwixt  and  Weddensday  nixt ; 
and  warne  all  thes  who  hes  any  victuall  to  grind  the  same  betwixt  and  that 
tyme,  which  day  is  appo5nited  to  begine  the  work,  and  the  dam  sett  by. 
Treasurers  Appoyntes    the    magistrattes,    John    Lowes,    James    Horsbruik,    Robert 

be  examined  Thomsone,  Alexander  Lauder,  John  Tuedy,  and  any  others  they  pleas  call  for, 
to  collationat  and  revise  John  Frank,  theasurer,  his  thrie  quarteres  depurs- 
ments,  upon  Moonday  nixt,  at  vj  houres  in  the  morning,  and  to  report. 

12  August,  1653. 
Harvest;  Renewes  the  act  anent  scheireres  this  ensewing  harvest,  and  ordeanes  the 

reapers.  same  to  be  intimat,  and  the  magistrates  to  take  cawtioun  of  the  persones. 

Grinding  of  Whereas  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  have  resolved  to  build  ane  bow 

bridge  is^  [bridge]  over  the  dam,  betwixt  the  corne  and  malt  milnes,  dureing  which  tyme 
being  built,  the  saides  milnes  will  get  non  ground  ;  therfor  they  have  enacted  and  promeised 
that  what  victuall  shal  be  ground  at  otheres  milnes  and  abstracted  from  the 
tounes  milnes,  dureing  the  tyme  of  the  bigging  of  the  said  bridge,  to  allow  and 
deduce  to  John  Franke,  takisman  of  the  saides  milnes,  the  double  multure  or 
pryce  therof  of  such  abstracted  victuall,  in  the  foirend  of  his  Lambmes 
quarteres  duetie  instant ;  and  dischairges  all  the  inhabitantes  to  abstract  any 
victuall,  under  pane  of  paying  the  double  multure  thairof. 

25  August,  1653. 

Supplication  Ordeanes  Robert  Thomsone  and  Thomas  Smyth  to  goe  into  Edinburgh 

meirt  of^       and   Leith,    and   supplicate   the   commander-in-cheife   and   the   general   corn- 
assessment,    missarie  for  rebaitment  of  the  tounes  assessment,  and  to  report. 

26  August,  1653. 

Contraveners         It  is  ordeaned  that  the  counsellores,  in  their  severall  quarteres,  give  up 

°ea '^ers^^^"^* '^^^^^^  conteaning  the  names  of  the  severall  persones  who  hes  contra veened 

the  actes  of  counsell  anent  the  scheareres,  and  everie  persone  guyltie  to  be 
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unlawed  in  the  sowme  of  fourtie  schilling  Scotties,  to  be  uplifted  and  imployed 

to  publict  uses. 

William  Bryden,  eldest  laufull  sone  to  umquhile  Andro  Bryden,  burges  of  Admission  of 

3.  bursfcss 
Pebles,  is  creat  burges  ;  sworne  ;  John  Lowes,  lait  proveist  of  Pebles,  cawtioun, 

and  he  acted  to  releive  him  ;    payand  of  compositioun,  xxxiij  s.  iiij  d. 

1  September,  1653. 

It  is  resolved  be  the  counsell  that  Haystoun,  younger  (and  he  refusand)  Submission 
Robert  Hunter  of  Polmud,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Spittall,  younger,  be  arbiterestie  anent 
for  the  tonnes  pairt,  in  the  submissione  betwixt  them  and  Cringiltie,  in  the  Homildon. 
mater  of  Homildone ;    and  ordeanes  the  magistrattes  to  speak  the  forsaids 
persones. 

Ordeanes  a  watche  of  foure  men  to  be  keept  nightlie  for  keeping  of  the  Nightly 
cornes  in  t)mie  of  harvest — tuo  for  the  New  Toun  and  tuo  for  the  Old  Toun,  appointed, 
entering  each  night  at  viij  houres,  and  remaining  till  day  light ;    beginand 
this  night  at  James  Hoipes,  and  so  toure  about. 

Ordeans  the  theasurer  to  hyre  ane  man  and  a  naige  for  leiding  of  calsay  Stones  for 
stanes  to  the  bow  bridge.  ^    "  ^^' 

21  September,  1653. 
In  respect  ther  is  added  monethlie  to  the  tonnes  assessments  tuentie-  Increase  of 
four  punds  more  then  was  before  ;    therfor,  and  for  preventing  of  quartering,  ^sessm^nt. 
the  counsell  ordeanes  the  inhabitantes  to  pay  the  same  proportiones  they 
payed  in  the  moneth  of  Julij  last,  and  the  thesaurer  to  pay  twelve  pundes, 
which,  with  what  is  alreadie  collected  from  the  inhabitantes,  will  compleit 
the  monethes  assessment  of  Julij  and  August  last  by  past,  being  monethlie 
thrie-scoire  pundes,  with  certificatioun  to  them  that  failyeaes,  trooperes  wil 
be  quartered  upon  them. 

3  October,  1653. 

In  the  submissione  betwixt  the  toun  and  Cringiltie,  Cringiltie  haveing  Submission 
[chosen]  Kirkurd  and  Alexander  BaiUie  for  his  arbiteres,  whom  the  counsell  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^' 
[acceptes],  authorizes  the  clerk  to  wryte  to  him  to  bring  his  arbiteres  some  Homildon. 
[day  nixt]  week  to  accept  and  subscribe  the  submissioun. 

Ordeanes  Margaret  Greg,  spous  to  William  Bennet,  to  be  wairded  and  Fine  for 
remane  therin  ay  and  whill  scho  pay  threttie  schilling  Scottes  money  to  the  baiiie"^  ^ 
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Process 
against 
Smithfield. 


toune   thesaurer   for   railling   upon   and   abusing   of   Alexander   WiUiamsone, 
baillie,  and  if  scho  do  the  lyke  hereafter  to  pay  ten  pundes,  toties  quoties. 

The  magistrattes  and  some  of  the  counsell  to  visite  the  chartour  chist 
anent  the  proces  against  Smeithfeild,  how  it  left. 


Sundry  acts 
renewed. 


14  October,  1653. 

Renewes  the  acts  anent  bigging  of  yaird  sloppes,  destroying  of  young 
trees,  pykeing  of  comes,  puting  of  children  to  scoole  ;  and  ordeanes  intimatioun 
to  be  maid  thairof. 


Council 
meetings. 


Quartering 
troops. 


Feus  of  the 
Kirklands. 


22  October,  1653. 

The  counsell  have  resolved  and  enactes  that  they  keepe  meiting  upon 
the  Fryday,  each  fyfteine  dayes,  at  8  houres  in  the  morning  preceislie,  for 
their  ordinar  day,  except  upon  some  emergences,  at  which  tyme  authorizes 
the  proveist  to  call  the  counsell ;  and  renewes  the  formar  actes  anent  absentes 
and  sero  v ententes. 

Appoyntes  the  persones  following  for  proportioning  the  last  troopes 
quartering,  and  remanent  quarterings  within  this  last  yeir,  viz.  :  for  the  eist 
quarter,  James  Horsbruik  and  John  Bell ;  for  the  south-west,  Robert 
Thomsone  and  John  Muire ;  for  the  north-west,  Edward  Jonkisone,  and 
Patrik  Dikisone ;  for  the  north  quarter,  Thomas  WiUiamsone,  elder,  and 
Andro  Gibsone ;  for  the  Old  Toune,  Thomas  Wallace  and  Robert  Mershell ; 
the  present  magistrattes  to  be  with  them. 

Appoyntes  the  tua  baillies  to  ingather  the  few  dueties  of  the  Kirklands 
of  Peebles  from  the  persones  payable  therof  upon  the  first  of  November  nixt, 
and  to  be  ansuerable  therfore. 


Supplication 
as  to 
assessment. 


Building 
a  bam. 


4  November,  1653. 

Appoyntes  Robert  Thomsone  to  ryde  in  to  Dalkeith  upon  Moonday  nixt 
to  present  the  tonnes  supplicatioun  anent  the  assessment,  and  allowes  him 
to  give  the  secretarie  tuo  rex-doUeres. 

Ordeanes  all  thes  in  the  toun  who  hes  any  hors  to  send  the  same  tomorrow 
and  upon  Monday  nixt  to  Caidmure,  for  leiding  stones  to  build  ane  barne  upon 
the  Dodhouse,  ilk  hors  sex  load,  ilk  persone  failyeand  to  pay  fiyve  li.  ;  the 
officiares  to  wait  on  tomorrow,  and  the  thesaurer  upon  Moonday,  to  sie  them 
loadit. 
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Ordeanes  all   the   aill  to   be  sold  for  sexteine   pennies   the   pynt   after  Price  of  ale. 
Tuesday  nixt. 

Ordeanes  the  baksters  and  selleres  of  the  quheit  breid  to  make  sufficient  Price  of 
loaves,  of  ane  pond  weight,  for  tuelve  pennies  the  piece  ;    ilk  persone  contra- 
veenand  under  the  paine  of  fyve  pundes  Scottes  money. 

2  December,  1653. 
It  is  enacted  that  in  all  tyme  comeing,  when  occasione  of  carieing  of  Carrying 
baggadge  or  for  postes  shall  offer,  that  each  inhabitant  and  burges  haveing  poffs^^^  ^ 
hers  or  without  hors,  shall  goe,  toure  about,  beginand  at  the  first  at  the  north- 
west quarter,  missand  James  Hoipe,  becaus  he  went  els. 

16  December,  1653. 

It  is  enacted  that  in  tyme  comeing  the  landlord  upon  whom  the  souldiores  Quartering 
shall  quarter,  shall,  befor  their  contributteres,  compt  with  the  souldiores  and 
receave  payment,  and  thairafter  the  landlords  and  contributteres  to  compt 
and  pay  the  contributor,  and  they  both  to  be  equal  loseres  according  to  their 
furnisching  and  abilities,  and  if  they  cannot  agrie,  this  to  be  done  befor  ane 
magistrat. 

Unlawes  the  absent  counsellores  in  vj  s.  viij  d.  ilk  persone,  and  to  poynd  Absent  coun- 
them  thairfore.  '^^^"^^  ^''^^• 

Inflictes  upon  John  Frank,  thesaurer,  for  ryot  committed  be  him  upon  Disputes 
James  Haldine,  sone  to  James  Haldine,  elder,  fyve  pundes  Scottes  money.  Measure*:- 
Inflictes  upon  the  said  James  Haldine,  younger,  for  ryot  committed  be  him 
upon  the  said  John  Frank,  fyve  pundes  ;    and  ordeanes  them  to  pay  the 
samyn.     Absolves  James  Haldine,  elder. 

In  respect  of  complaint  maid  be  John  Stoddert  and  otheres  that  their  Mills, 
stuff  and  comes  ar  spilt  in  the  grinding,  therfore  ordeanes  the  said  John 
Frank  to  provyd  sufficient  stones  and  otheres  materiaUes  to  the  come  milnes, 
betuixt  and  the  first  of  Januar  nixt,  otherwayes  the  toune  will  registratt  his 
tack  for  payment  of  the  penalties  conteaned  thairin,  and  succumbed  be  him. 

The  forsaids  persones,  in  face  of  counsell,  ar  reconceilled,  and  straikit  Reconcilia- 
hands  with  otheres,  and  hes  promeised  to  keepe  neighbourheid  and  the  peace 
of  the  natione. 

30  December,  1653. 

The  counsell  finding  the  Eist  Work  very  ruinous  and  dangerous,  and  Eist  Work 
lykelie  to  fall,  for  preventing  any  danger  may  therby  fall  out,  have  resolved 
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and  ordeanes  the  samyn  to  be  taken  doune,  and  authorizes  the  magistrattes 
to  see  the  same  done. 

10  February,  1654. 

Mills.  The   whilk  day,   compeired  John   Smyth,   merchant,   burges  of  Peebles, 

Issobel  Williamsone,  and  Margaret  Newtone,  widowes  thair,  and  of  their  awne 
consent  enactes  themselves  to  repaire  the  eister  kill  and  steipstane  perteaning 
to  them,  betwixt  and  Whitsonday  nixt ;  with  certificatioun  to  these  that 
failyeas,  the  paritie  willing  to  observe  and  repaire  shall  have  libertie  thairto, 
and  the  failyearers  to  amit  their  right  to  the  kill  and  steipstane. 

17  February,  1654. 

Expense  of  Upon  report  maid  be  William  Lowes,  proveist,  that  for  reparatioun  of 

church.^  ^the  ruif  of  the  tua  pairtes  of  the  church  (the  minister  haveing  undertaken  to 
repair  the  queir,  being  the  third  pairt  thairof),  there  is  sevine  hundredth 
merkes  Scottes  appoynted  to  be  brokine  and  collected  from  the  heritores 
within  the  toun  and  landwart  paroche,  wherof  the  tounes  pairt  is  ane  hundreth 
merkes,  being  the  sevinth  pairt,  the  counsell  authorizes  the  tuo  present 
baillies  (after  the  tounes  pairt  is  brokine)  to  give  in  the  samyn  to  the  stent- 
maisters  appoynted  be  the  heritoures  for  breaking  the  haill  stent,  and  that 
the  same  be  joynd  with  the  stent  roll  of  the  landwart  paroche.  For  paying 
of  the  which  hundreth  merkes  as  the  tounes  pairt,  it  is  resolved  and  enacted 
that  the  toune,  out  of  its  commone-rent  pay  the  tua  pairtes,  and  the  heritores 
of  the  aikeres  of  arrable  land  the  third  pairt ;  and  for  releife  of  the  tounes 
tuo  pairtes,  the  tenementes  of  land  within  toun  to  pay  the  half  therof.  And 
appoyntes  WiUiam  Lowes,  proveist,  John  Andro,  and  John  Tuedy,  to  pro- 
portion the  samyn  upon  the  aikeres  of  land  and  tenementes,  who  ar  to  meit 
thairanent  tomorrow  morning.  And  what  the  toun  hes  depursed  in  reparatioun 
of  the  kirk  windowes  be  allowed  to  them  in  the  foirend  of  the  said  stent, 
according  as  the  paroche  gettis  allowance. 

24  February,  1654. 

Deputation  Appoyntes  the  proveist  and  the  tua  present  baillies  to  await  upon  the 

to  Dalkeith,  gg^^^jgj^gj^  yp^^  Tuesday  nixt  for  getting  the  act  ratified  anent  the  Kirklands, 

cess,  the  coall  and  candle,  wecht  be  Linlithgow,  and  anent  custome  oattes ; 

and  to  speak  the  gentlemen  thairanent. 
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17  March,  1654. 
It  is  resolved  and  enacted  that  if  any  burges  within  this  burgh  haveing  Public 
ane  tenement,  and  want  goods  of  his  awne  to  pleuch  his  thrie  sowmes  upon  i^^^gesses. 
the  touns  propper  land,  and  shall  sett  his  sowmes  to  any  other  burges  haveing 
ane  tenement,  in  that  caice  the  burges  setter  of  sowmes  shall  bear  burden  in 
all  publict  impositiounes  accordinglie. 

5  May,  1654. 

James  Brotherstanes,  younger,  present,  accused  for  drawing  ane  knyfe  to  Assault  and 
the  proveist  upon  Weddensday  last,  and  for  blasphemie  and  cursings  ;    denyes 
he  had  any  intention  to  doe  wrong  with  knyfe,  grantes  blasphemie  and  cursing, 
and  comes  in  the  counselles  will  for  his  miscariage  ;    continewes   his  censure 
till  the  nixt  counsell  day. 

21  July,  1654. 

Robert  Thomsone,  lait  baillie,   elected  commissioner  to  ryd  to  Lauder,  Election 
upon  Wedensday  nixt,  to  meit  with  the  burghes  of  Selkirk,  Jedburgh,  Lauder,  missioner  to 
North  Berwick,  Dumbar,  and  Haddington,  for  electing  ane  commissioner  to  parliament. 
Parliament. 

This  day  the  present  condition  of  the  Grammer  Scoole  of  Pebles  haveing  Contract 
been  taken  to  consideration,  and  the  counsell  of  Pebles  haveing  receaved  in  ^f  ^he 
and  approven  their  commissioners  diligence,  who  were  appoynted  to  confer  grammar 
with  Mr.  Andrew  Watsone  theranent,  the  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  of 
Pebles,  and  the  said  Mr.  Andrew  Watsone,  did  unanimouslie  and  mutuallie 
contract  and  agrie  anent  the  said  scoole  in  manner  following,  to  wit — the  said 
Mr.  Andrew  did  undertak,  and  hereby  of  new  undertakes  and  engadges  himself 
into  the  charge  of  the  said  scoole  for  ane  year  to  come,  alanerlie,  from  the  first 
day  of  Mali  last  by-past,  and  no  longer ;  and  that  in  teaching,  examining, 
and  instructing  the  youth  in  all  things  to  his  knowledge  and  there  capacitie ; 
dureing  which  tyme  he  obleidges  himself  to  discharge  the  duetie  of  ane 
faithful!  and  diligent  scoolmaister  in  attending  the  male  children  sent  or  to  be 
sent  to  scoole,  and  that  both  Sabboth  day  and  weik  day,  conforme  to  the 
ordour  of  grammer  scooles  within  the  burgh,  and  shall  not  remove  from  the 
said  charge  any  day  or  dayes  dureing  that  yeares  space  without  ane  necessar 
occasion,  to  be  by  him  schewn  to  the  said  counsell,  or  any  tua  of  the  magis- 
trattes ;    and    also    obleidges   him    to   take   advyce   of  the  said   counsell  in 
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manageing  the  affaires  of  the  said  scoole,  so  oftin  as  shal  be  found  requisite 
and  expedient,  and  to  submit  himself  to  their  admonitiones  and  censures  in 
everiething  that  belongeth  to  that  charge,  wherin  if  he  failzea,  ipso  facto,  he 
is  to  consent  to  remove  from  the  said  scoole  and  benefice  therof.  And  the 
said  counsell  undertakes  and  ingadgeth  to  assist  and  menteane  him  as  scoole- 
maister  in  all  privileges  due  to  one  in  such  a  publict  place,  shall  provyde  to 
the  good  accommodation  of  the  scoole,  scoolares,  and  scoolmaister,  in  all  and 
everiething  which  is  righteouslie  due  to  the  same  ;  and  that  the  modified 
stipend,  being  tua  hundreth  merkes  Scottes  money,  shal  be  payed  by  them  to 
the  said  scoolmaister  at  the  foure  termes  and  quarteres,  used  and  wont,  with 
ane  chamber,  and  that  for  all  other  payment  of  farther  duety  furth  of  the 
common  good,  together  with  tuelve  pennies  Scottes  of  quarter  payment  for 
each  toune  bairne,  and  for  the  landwart  bairnes  leaves  it  to  the  benevolence 
of  their  parentes  as  they  and  the  said  scoolmaister  can  agree,  in  respect  they 
pay  nothing  of  the  said  modified  stipend.  And  the  said  counsell  undertakes 
to  put  the  actes  to  executioun  which  formarlie  have  been  made  anent  thes 
who  neglect  to  put  their  children  to  scoole,  and  uplift  the  penalties  therin 
mentioned  for  his  and  under  teacheris  their  use  ;  and  for  further  testimonie 
anent  the  premisses,  the  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and  ane  good  number  of  the 
counsell,  and  als  the  said  Mr.  Andrew  Watsone,  hes  subscribit  this  present 
obligatorie  act,  day,  year  and  place  forsaids.  (Signed)  William  Lowes, 
proveist ;  A.  Williamsone,  baillie  ;  J.  Plenderleith,  baillie  ;  Robert  Thomsone, 
counsellor  ;    Mr.  Andrew  Watsone  ;   Jo.  Hay,  witness. 

18  August,  1654. 

Salary  of  the  Nota. — Auchtand  to  John  Newton,  for  ringing  of  the  stepill,  scoU,  and 
and  town-  "i^rcat  belles,  and  going  throw  with  the  clapper,  ten  pundes  for  half  ane  year 
crier.  imediatlie  preceiding  Lambmes  last,  which  sowme  ordanes  thesaurer  to  pay, 

and  no  more,  or  elles  to  continew  it  till  Candelmes,  being  then  a  full  year. 


rouped. 


6  September,  1654. 

Mill  to  be  Liberattes  and  freis  John  Frank,  takisman,  of  the  last  year  of  his  tack 

of  the  milnes,  and  ordeanes  the  samyn  to  be  rowped  in  the  toun  court,  upon 
Weddensday  nixt.  And  siclyke  ordeanes  the  eister  kill  and  steipstone  to  be 
rowped,  in  respect  the  awneres  therof  refuises  to  repaire  the  same,  conforme 
to  severall  formar  actes  wherin  they  have  failzead. 
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29  September,  1654. 

Ordeanes  all  these  who  hes  any  houssis  sett  to  young  women  able  for  Young 
service,  to  remove  them  betwixt  and  Mertimes  nixt,  under  the  paine  of  fy ve  y^°™^".  *°  8° 
punds  Scottes  each  persone  contraveenand  ;  and  discharges  all  burgessis  or 
inhabitants  to  sett  any  houses  to  such  women,  under  the  paine  forsaide  ;  and 
ordeanes  aU  such  women  to  goe  to  service,  under  the  paine  of  banishing  furth 
of  the  toun.  Appoyntes  the  persones  undernamed  to  give  in  a  roll  of  such 
women,  and  of  these  that  went  out  of  the  toun  in  harvest  last,  in  their  severall 
quart eris,  to  wit —    .... 

Ordeanes  the  dean  of  gild  to  keep  his  counsell  for  regulating  the  pryce  Dean  of 
of  the  comodities  sold  be  merchants,  under  the  pane  of  lossing  his  office.         S"'^^- 

27  October,  1654. 

Inflictes  upon  Marjorie  Baquhone,  servitrix  to  Bessie  Vaitche,  for  ryot  A  soldier 
comitted,  of  hir  awin  confession,  upon    (blank)    Savid,   souldior  in   Capitan 
Hatchmanes  companie,  twentie  merkes  money. 

18  November,  1654. 

Ordeanes  James  Haldin,  younger,  to  measure  and  deliver  to  John  Frank,  Accounting 
toun  thesaurer,  the  multure  of  the  haill  cornes  ground  at  the  corn  milnes 
each  day  at  night ;    and  both  the  thesaurer  and  he  to  keep  ane  compt  therof 
in  a  compt  book,  in  all  tyme  comeing,  while  the  milnes  ar  in  the  tounes  hands. 
The  said  James,  present,  hes  promeist  to  doe  the  same  conforme  to  his  oath. 

Appoyntes    and    authorizes   Alexander   Williamsone,    baillie,    to    ryd    to  Monthly 
Dalkeith,  when  capitane  Hatchman  goes,  anent  the  assessment.  assessment. 

8  December,  1654. 

Gilbert  Mitchell,  servitor  to  William  Hislope,  present,  accused  for  opening  Theft  and 
James  Ritchie,  merchant,  his  pack,  and  stealing  of  certane  merchandice  furth  ^^^^^' 
therof ;  grantes  opening  of  pack  after  St.  Peters  day  last,  and  divers  tyrnes 
since,  and  stealling  furth  therof  of  silk,  buttones,  ribbines,  kn3rves,  beides, 
and  other  waires.  John  Buchanane,  cordiner,  accused  for  resett  and  buying 
of  ten  elsine  yrones  from  the  said  Mitchell ;  present,  grants  buying  of  six, 
and  comes  in  the  counselles  will.  Bessie  Mitchell,  spous  to  Adam  Laidlaw, 
pyper,  present,  accused  for  resetting  of  certane  waire,  such  as  buttones,  silk, 
and    others,    from    the    said    Gilbert    Mitchell ;     grantes.     The    said    Adam 
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Punishment 
for  theft. 


Laidlaw,  also  present,  grantes  buying  of  some  elsine  yrones,  and  half-ell  ribbin 
from  the  said  Mitchell. 

18  December,  1654. 

Ordeanes  the  forsaid  Gilbert  Mitchell  to  stand  with  ane  paper  upon  his 
heid  at  the  croce,  to-morrow,  in  mercat  tyme  of  day,  the  space  of  ane  houre, 
and  therafter  to  be  scourged  from  the  croce  to  the  West  Port.  This  was  done 
accordinglie. 

29  January,  1655. 
Commissioner  Appoyntes  and  authorizes  Alexander  Williamsone,  baiUie,  commissioner, 

tion°o7royal  ^o  meit  with  the  remanent  commissioners  of  burrowes  at  Edinburgh,  upon 
burghs.  the  first  Tuesday  of  Februar  nixt. 


Collection 
of  monthly 
assessment. 


Malt  stolen. 


Punishment 
for  reset  of 
theft. 


12  February,  1655. 

Appoyntes  the  persones  under-named  for  breaking  the  moneths  assesment 
of  Januar  and  Februar  instant : —  ....  to  meit  upon  Thursday 
morning ;  the  baillies  to  conveane  them  and  take  their  oathes ;  each  aiker 
of  land  to  pay  2s.  monethlie,  and  each  ill  aiker  20d.,  and  each  20s.  of  hous 
maiU  4d. 

John  Frank,  thesaurer,  to  be  comptable  for  thrie  pecks  of  multure  malt 
stolin  out  of  the  milne,  be  his  neglect  in  refuising  to  receave  the  saymn  when 
it  was  brocht  to  his  hous. 

Inflictes  upon  John  Buchannane,  for  resett  of  elsines  belonging  to  James 
Ritchie,  from  Gib  Mitchell,  xxxs.  Inflictes  upon  James  Kaidee,  servitour  to 
John  Horsbruik,  for  reset  of  thrie  knyves,  threttie  shillings  ;  and  to  restor 
knives  or  worth  therof.  Assolzeis  David  Horsbruik,  he  restoring  awner  his 
knyfe.  Ordeanes  Bessie  Mitchell,  spous  to  Adam  Laidlaw,  and  Marion  Frissell, 
for  resetting  ut  supra,  to  stand  ane  hour  tomorrow,  in  mercat  tyme  of  day, 
with  ane  paper  on  their  heidis,  and  imediatlie  thairafter  to  be  banisht  off  the 
toun  be  the  toun  ofiiciaris. 

16  March,  1655. 

A  commis-  Produced  be  baillie  Williamsone  ane  discharge  from  Haddingtoun  of  the 

expenses.       tounes  pairt  of  William  Thomsone,  commissioner,  his  charge  being   109  li., 

delyverit  to  John  Frank,  thesaurer,  togither  with  the  first  discharge,  and  all 

the  missives  thairanent. 
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11  April,  1655. 
The    baillies    and    counsell    of    Pebles,    haveing    conveaned    within    the  Part  of  the 
tolbooth,  the  haill  neighbouris,  burgessis  haveing  tenements  of  land  within  Hundleshope 
the  said  burgh,  and  haveing  acquainted  and  informed  them  that  the  magis-  to  be 
tratts  and  counsell  had  agreed  with  Hundilshoipe,  and  bocht  thes  pairts  of^"^^  ^^ 
his  lands  adjacent  to  Kaidmure,  with  his  privilege  or  entres  to  the  saids  lands, 
for  sevine  thowsand  sevine  hundreth  and  liftie  merkes,  if  the  said  neighbour 
burgessis  were  content ;    wherwith  the  saids  haill  burgessis,  conveaned,  wer 
heartilie  content,   and  unanimouslie  concluided  and  condiscended  that  the 
magistratts  should  perfyte  the  bargane,  and  als  that  they  should  nominat 
thrie  persones  in  each  quarter  of  the  toun  to  conveane  the  rest  of  the  quarter 
for  thinking  upon  and  finding  out  of  some  propositiouns  how  the  hill  should 
be  ordered,  and  the  forsaid  debt  defrayed,  and  to  meit  with  the  counsell  upon 
Fryday  nixt ;    and  whatever  should  be  found  be  the  counsell  and  them  most 
necessar  or  fitting  for  the  effect  forsaid,   they  wer  content  to  abyde  and 
stand  to. 

13  April,  1655. 
The  baillies  and  counsell  of  Pebles,  conveaned  in  the   tolbooth  therof.  Propositions 
upon   the   threttein   day  of  Apryle,  being  Fryday  j'"   vj"  fyftie-fyve  yea-res,  ]^ggj^°" 
togither  with  thes  nominat  be  the  severall  quarteres  for  the  effect  conteaned 
in  the  formar  act,  vizt. — for  the  eist  quarter,  John  WiUiamsone,  John  Stoddert, 
and  John  Bell ;    for  the  south-west,  James  WiUiamsone,  James  Brotherstane, 
elder,   and  John  Hunter ;    for  the  north-west,   William  Vaitche,   Alexander 
Duncane,    and   Robert   Forrester ;     for   the   north,   John   Dicksone,   Thomas 
WiUiamsone,  and  John  Stevensone  ;   for  the  Old  Town,  John  Patersone,  notar, 
Thomas  Wallace,  and  John  Wylie ;    who  offered  the  propositiounes  foUowing, 
to  wit,  that  ather  the  haUl  landes  of  Caidmure  be  sett  in  tack  for  the  space 
of  fyve  yeares,  or  the  hail  of  the  hiUes  be  sett,  or  that  the  sowme  payable  to 
HundUshope  be  brokine  and  divyded  proportionaUie  upon  the  haiU  tenements 
of  land  within  toune,  and  the  heritouris  of  the  tenementes  to  advance  and 
pay  the  money. 

23  April,  1655. 
The  baiUies  and  counseU,  with  the  inhabitantes,  going  about  the  Eister  Common  of 
comounes,    upon   Tuesday   last,    the    17th   of   Apryle   instant,    and   haveing  ^^^^"^"'^^• 
gathered  the  votes  and  advyces  of  the  haiU  burgessis  haveing  tenementes  of 
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land,  whether  the  lands  of  Caidmure  should  be  sett  to  tenentes,  or  that  the 
samyn  should  be  occupyed  be  the  burgessis  in  toune  haveing  tenements,  they 
advanceing  the  sowme  of  money  due  to  Hundilshope,  it  was  caried  be 
pluralitie  of  voites  that  the  toun  should  posses  the  saids  lands  themselves, 
and  ilk  ane  of  the  saids  burgessis  so  voiteing  promeised  to  pay  his  proportioun 
of  the  said  sowme  payable  to  Hundilshope  ;  and  it  being  this  day  voited 
about  in  counsell  what  should  be  done  theranent,  it  is  unanimouslie  concluded 
and  agreed  upon  that  the  forsaids  landes  of  Caidmure  shal  be  possest  be  the 
burgessis  haveing  tenements,  they  advanceing  and  paying  their  proportiones 
as  said  is  ;  and  that  thes  burgessis  who  are  able  to  advance  money  for  himself 
and  his  neighbouris  shall  have  libertie  to  plenish  the  sowmes  gras  due  to  thes 
for  whom  he  payes  out  money,  ay  and  whill  his  money  be  repayed  to  him  ; 
and  that  the  tenements  be  regulate  and  securitie  taken  from  everie  burges 
for  his  proportion  of  the  sowme,  reservand  furth  hereof  the  sowmes,  gras,  and 
tillage  alreadie  sett  to  Alexander  Lauder  and  Alexander  Horsbruik,  and  the 
herdis  sowmes,  dureing  their  takis  alanerlie  ;  which  tennents  are  to  remove 
at  the  expyreing  of  their  tacks,  and  no  other  tennents  to  be  takin  in  thairafter 
without  the  consent  of  the  burgessis,  advancers  of  the  money.  And  for 
regulating  the  tenements  of  land  and  stenting  the  hillis,  appoyntit  the  persones 
undernamed  to  meit  with  the  counsell  upon  Fryday  nixt,  viz.  : —    .... 

30  April,  1655. 

School-  Mr.  Andrew  Watsone,  scoolmaister,  being  called  befor  the  counseU,  hes 

mas  er.  dimitit  his  office  of  scoolmaisterschipe  in  the  hands  of  the  counsell,  who  have, 

of  new  agane,  indented  with  him  for  ane  year  to  come,  after  the  first  of  Mail 

nixt,  upon  the  former  conditiones  and  articles  sett  doun  for  the  last  year ; 

the  said  Mr.  Andrew  hes  accepted  therof.     To  draw  up  the  indentour. 

11  May,  1655. 

Raising  Appoyntes  and  authorizes  the  present  baiUies,   with  any  other  of  the 

pay  for  lands  counsell  they  ples,  to  bespeak  Sir  Michael  Nasmyth  for  the  sowm  due  to  him 
of  Hundles-  be  Hundilshope,  which  the  toun  is  to  tak  off  Hundilshope.  It  is  resolved  and 
concluded,  for  defraying  and  paying  the  sowme  of  money  due  be  the  toun 
to  Hundilshope  for  the  land  acquyred  from  him,  that  each  burges  in  toun 
that  hes  ane  tenement  of  land,  as  is  sett  doun  in  ane  other  roll  be  the  counsell, 
pay  fyftie  punds  Scotts  money  at  the  termes  following,  to  wit,  twentie  punds 
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at  Mertimes  nixt,  twentie  punds  at  Martimes,  )"'  vj'^,  fyf tie-six  ;  and  ten 
punds  at  Mertimes,  j™  vj^  and  fyftie-sevine ;  and  that  the  haill  burgesses 
haveing  tenements  enact  themselves  for  that  effect. 

Ordeanes  the  toun  officiar  to  goe  throw  the  toun  and  discharge  all  Incomers, 
burgesses  or  inhabitants  in  toun  to  resett  any  outland  men  or  women,  except 
such  as  shall  be  tied  servants  haveing  testimonialles,  or  sett  to  them  any 
houssis  at  any  tyme  hereafter,  without  licence  first  had  and  obteaned  be  the 
counseU,  under  the  pane  of  fourtie  punds  money,  to  be  payed  be  the  burgesses 
or  inhabitantes  so  transgressing. 

25  May,  1655. 

It  is  concluded  and  enacted  that  Homildoune  be  publictlie  rowped  and  Homildon 

to  be  set 
sett  to  any  burges  that  bids  most,  reserveing  fewall,  faill  and  divoit,  and 

tuelve  dayes  pasturage  of  the  tounes  yeild  nolt  and  yeild  sheepe  the  tyme  of 

sommer  for  the  tounes  use. 

The  names  of  the  burgesses  of  Pebles  having  tenementes  of  land  in  Pebles,  Burgesses 

and  ar  admittit  to  pasture  sowmes  upon  Caidmures,  and  who  have  payed  j^ents  and 

their  proportiounes  of  the  3000  merks  payable  at  Lambmes  last  of  the  7800  entitled  to 

merks,  wherof  each  hail  tenement  payed  20  li.,  and  ar  to  have  the  pasturage 

of  thrie  sowmes  and  tillage  conforme,  or  more  or  les  as  the  landes  ar  able  to 

pasture  : — Alexander  Horsbruik,  son  to  James  Horsbruik,  elder,  for  a  tenement, 

tuentie   punds ;     James   Horsbruik,    younger,   for   a  haill   tenement,  xx  li.  ; 

Alexander  Williamsone,  ane  tenement,  xx  li.  ;   William  Hislope,  ane  tenement, 

xx  li.  ;  John  Oynes,  a  tenement,  xx  li.  ;   John  Smyth,  a  tenement,  xx  li.  ; 

Hector  Dickisone,  tua  partes  of  a  tenement,  xx  merkis.     [The  following  are 

the  other  names  contained  in  the  list : — John  Tod,  Simeon  Newton,  Patrik 

Gilleis,  John  Newton,  John  Stoddert,  John  Tait,  John  Bell,  William  Porteous, 

John  Greive,  James  Gibsone  for  George  Thomsone,  Jennet  Thomsone,  John 

Plenderlaith,    Thomas    Pringill,    Alexander    Go  vane,    James    Scheill,    John 

Williamsone,     John    Tuedy,     James    Thomsone,     John    Buchanan,     Robert 

Thomsone,   John  Stevinsone,   Andro   Haldin,   William   Brotherstanes,   Andro 

Andersone,    James    Williamsone,    Alexander    Lauder,    John    Cleg,    William 

Leggat,    James   Brotherstanes,    John   Hunter,    Alexander   Melros   for   Andro 

Forrest,    John   Mure,   Thomas   Tueddie,    John   Tueddell,   Thomas   Forrester, 

William  Jonkisone,  Archbald  Tuedie,  James  Jonkisone,  Williame  Wod,  Thomas 

Bennet,   Archbald  Homilton,  William  Braidie,   Bessie  Lowes,  Gilbert  Mure, 

John  Horsbruik,  Andro  Tueddell,  James  and  Thomas  Hoipe,  John  Frank, 
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Alexander  Duncane,  Thomas  Greive,  John  Eumond  for  Gilbert  Chishomes 
heires,  James  Horsbruik,  elder,  for  John  Lowes,  Ninian  Lowes,  James 
Nicolsone  for  the  heires  of  William  Vaitche,  Alexander  Jonkisone,  David 
Stewart,  Mairtene  Burromans  for  the  heirs  of  Hector  Paterson,  John  Greive, 
elder,  for  the  heirs  of  James  Geddes,  James  Forrester,  Robert  Forrester,  Andro 
Mathisone,  [blank)  Smyth,  younger,  Alexander  Watsone,  John  Turnbull, 
Thomas  Dodes,  Patrik  Dikisone,  Elizabeth  Vaitche,  Thomas  Smyth,  notar, 
James  Blakstock,  John  Hendersone,  John  Dikisone,  John  Andrew,  John 
Stevinsone,  traveller,  John  Melros,  Archibald  Patersone,  John  Diksone, 
Thomas  Williamsone,  younger,  Thomas  Dickisone,  John  Haldine,  William 
Walker,  Adam  Dickisone,  Stephen  Greive,  Patrik  Brotherstanes,  John 
Thomsone,  John  Alane  for  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Dickisone,  and  Alexander 
Porteons,  Thomas  Williamsone,  elder,  Margaret  Tuedy,  William  Bennet, 
James  Haldine,  elder,  John  Steill,  William  Bryden,  John  Wood,  William 
Wilsone,  John  Alexander,  John  Edmond,  Thomas  Wallace,  James  Robinsone, 
younger,  Andro  and  William  Ewmondis,  Margaret  Steill  for  hir  brother  Thomas 
SteUl,  James  Robisone,  fisher,  Jeane  Cranstoun,  Robert  Fotheringhame, 
Thomas  Ewmond,  Thomas  Geddes,  John  Wylie,  John  Robisone,  John  Murray, 
Robert  Geddes,  Thomas  Thorbrand,  Robert  Steill,  Janet  Thorbrand,  William 
Lowes,  John  Heikfurds  heirs,  Alexander  Andersone,  John  Patersone,  Patrik 
Ewmond,  John  Ewmond,  traveller,  Thomas  Edmonds  heirs,  Helene  Edmond.] 
All  these  payed  the  abovewrittin  sowmes  of  money.  Followes  thes  who  have 
tenements,  and  ar  admitted,  but  hes  not  payed  their  proportiones  of  the  money 
accordinglie  : — Gilbert  Hay,  xx  li.;  Nans  Patersone,  xx  li.;  Thomas  Nasmyth, 
XX  li.  ;   James  Williamsone,  pupill,  xx  li.  ;    Mr.  John  Hay,  minister,  20  li. 

15  October,  1655. 

Bond  by  Ane  band  of  thrie  scoir  punds  granted  to  the  toun  be  Sir  John  Hay, 

?^^J°*^"^^y  payable  at  Mertimes  nixt,  delivered  to  Alexander  Lauder,  thesaurer. 
to  the  town.  ^  -^ 

29  October,  1655. 

Agreement  Mr.  John  Purdie,  eldest  laufuU  sone  to  Mr.  Patrik  Purdie,  minister  at 

school-  ^        Newlandes,  being  receaved  and  admitted  scoolmaister  of  the  scoole  of  this 

master.  burgh  from  the  first  day  of  November  nixt  to  the  first  day  of  Maii  j'"  vj"  and 

fyftie  sex  yeares,  being  half  ane  year,  for  the  sowme  of  ane  hundreth  merkes 

Scottes  money  of  modified  stipend,  to  be  paid  to  him  be  the  said  burgh  at 
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the  termes  used  and  wont,  with  ane  chamber,  and  that  for  all  other  payment 
of  farther  duetie  or  casualtie  be  the  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsel!,  or  thesaurer 
of  the  said  burgh,  togither  with  tuelve  pennies  Scottes  of  quarter  payment 
for  ilk  toun  bairne,  and  for  the  landward  bairnes  leaves  it  to  the  benevolence 
of  their  parentes  as  they  and  the  said  scoolmaister  can  agree,  in  respect  they 
pay  nothing  of  the  said  modified  stipend.  And  the  said  Mr.  John  Purdie, 
compeirand  personaUie  and  acceptand  the  said  office  of  scoolmaistershipe 
upon  him  for  the  stipend  forsaid,  hes  gevin  his  oath  of  fidelitie  for  discharge 
of  ane  honest,  cairefull,  diligent,  and  faithfull  duetie,  in  the  said  office,  be 
instructing  the  youth  committed  to  his  charge  in  the  grounds  of  divinitie  and 
humanitie,  and  all  other  liberall  sciences,  according  to  his  knowledge  and 
their  capacitie,  and  hes  accepted  and  obleidges  him  to  observe  the  injunc- 
tiones  following,  viz.  : — Imprimis,  he  shall  daylie  in  the  week  dayes  enter  to 
the  said  scool  at  sex  houres  in  the  morning,  and,  after  morning  prayer  and 
psalmes  with  ane  accompt  of  the  scooleris  their  morning  lessones  or  pairts  be 
himself  and  his  doctor,  teach  the  lessones  to  the  bairnes  both  learning  Latine 
and  Scottes,  until  nyne  houres  therafter.  Item,  he  shall  enter  himself  and 
doctor  and  conveane  the  saids  bairnes  daylie  in  the  saids  weik  dayes  at  ten 
houres  before  noone,  awaiting  upon  them,  and  teaching  them  till  ellevine 
houres,  and  therfra  teaching  and  learning  them  to  wryte,  giveing  them  coppies, 
and  taking  compt  of  their  wryteing,  till  tuelve  houres  at  noone.  Item. — He 
shall  enter  agane  to  the  said  scoole  and  conveane  the  bairnes  at  half  hour  to 
tua  afternoone,  daylie,  and  attend  upon  the  scoole  and  scoolers,  teaching  them 
takeing  compt  of  their  lessones  till  ane  quarter  of  ane  houre  before  sex  at 
night,  dureing  the  which  quarter  of  ane  houre  he  shall  make  ane  prayer,  reid 
ane  chapter  upon  the  byble,  and  sing  ane  psalme  upon  the  psalme  booke. 
Item. — It  shall  not  be  lisum  to  him  to  give  the  scoolers  the  play  in  any  dayes 
of  the  weik,  except  upon  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  betuixt  tua  and  foure  houres 
afternoon,  and  then  preceislie  to  conveane  them  agane,  and  upon  Satterday 
fra  tua  houres  afternoone  for  all  that  night.  And  befor  their  going  from  the 
scoole  upon  each  Satterday  to  give  the  bairnes  learning  Scottes,  each  of  them 
ane  portioun  of  psalmes  or  catechisme,  and  take  ane  compt  therof  upon 
Sunday  nixt  thairafter  after  the  afternoone  sermon.  Item. — Each  Sunday  he 
shall  conveane  the  saids  maiU  bairnes  at  eight  houres  in  the  morning,  and 
teach  them  their  Sundayes  lessones  of  Scripture  and  catechising  till  the  ring- 
ing of  the  second  bell  to  the  kirk,  at  which  tyme  he  shall  goe  to  the  kirk  with 
the  scoolers,  in  comelje  and  decent  ordour,  and  in  tyme  of  preaching  mark 
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disorder  among  them  with  censureing  of  them  therfor.  Item. — He  shall 
conveane  the  saids  bairnes  at  ane  afternoone,  and  at  the  ringing  of  the  second 
bell  adrese  himself  with  them  in  manner  forsaid.  Item. — At  the  ending  of 
the  afternoone  sermone  he  shall  conveane  the  saids  maill  bairnes,  and  take 
accompt  of  their  noites  of  preaching,  and  of  their  Sundayes  lessones.  Item. — 
He  shall  have  his  scoole  lawes  ordorlie  sett  doune  in  ane  larg  brod  and  hung 
in  the  scole  for  the  scoolers  informatioun,  and  for  transgressing  theirof  he  shall 
punish  them  conforme  to  the  nature  and  qualitie  of  the  law.  Item. — He  shall 
not  remove  from  his  charge  nor  goe  furth  of  the  burgh  without  license  of  ane 
of  the  magistratts.  And  that  he  shall  remove  from  the  said  scoole  and  office 
of  scoolmaistershipe,  and  from  all  casualities  belonging  therto,  at  the  said 
first  day  of  Maii  nixt,  if  it  shall  pleis  the  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  of  the 
burgh,  upon  their  premonition  of  fourtie  dayes  to  be  maid  to  him  of  befor. 
Which  injunctiones  and  articles  the  said  Mr.  John  Purdie  binds  and  obleidges 
him  to  observe  and  performe  in  everie  claus  therof  abovewritten,  dureing  the 
said  service.  And  in  caice  he  shall  happen  to  be  found  be  the  counsell  of  this 
burgh  (whom  he  condescends  to  be  his  judges  alanarlie)  to  transgres  and  violat 
any  of  them,  in  that  caice,  ipso  facto,  to  be  guOtie  of  depositioun,  and  to 
remove  from  the  said  scoole  within  tuentie  dayes  after  the  counsell  shall  try 
the  sam5m,  and  acquaint  him  therewith,  without  any  appellatioun  or  again 
calling.  And  for  farther  securitie,  he  has  subscribit  this  present  act,  place, 
day  and  year  forsaids.  (Signed)  Mr.  John  Purdie. 
Council  The  magistrattes  and  counsell  renewes  the  formar  actes  anent  meiting  of 

mee  ngs.  ^^^  counsell,  to  wit,  that  each  member  of  counsell  being  laufullie  advertised 
and  conveane  not  precislie  after  ringing  of  the  bell  and  calling  of  the  roll, 
without  ane  lawfuU  and  approvine  excuse,  shall  pay  as  serio  veniens  tuelve 
pennies  Scottes ;  and  each  persone  who  altogether  absentis  himself,  being 
laufullie  advertised,  without  ane  lawfull  excuse,  to  pay  vj  s.  viij  d.  ;  and 
whosoever,  after  conveaning  shall  remove  without  leave,  to  pay  tuo  schilling ; 
and  whosoever  shall  speak  unspeared  at,  and  shall  not  be  attentive  to  what 
is  or  shaUbe  tabled,  shall  submit  himself  in  the  counsellis  will. 
Corn  mills.  The  counsell,  finding  that  the  undermillers  and  their  servants  aucht  and 

should  work  and  serve  the  toune  in  werking  all  werk  belonging  to  the  come 
milne  for  the  knaveshipe,  and  notwithstanding  therof  James  Haldine,  elder, 
hes  thes  tymes  bygane  exacted  money  from  the  toun  for  his  said  service,  and 
hes  been  payed  accordinglie  over  and  above  the  knaveshipe,  which  the  counsell 
have  resolved  to  doe  no  longer,  and  haveing  called  the  said  James  Haldin  befor 
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them,  requyred  him  whether  he  wuld  accept  and  work  the  said  work  or  not, 
did  submit  himself  in  the  counselles  wUl,  who  have  receaved  him  agane  in  the 
said  service  dureing  the  counselles  will  alanerlie.  And  it  is  enacted  and 
statute  that  the  said  James  and  his  servantes  shall  in  all  tyme  comeing  work 
the  hatll  work  belonging  to  the  come  milnes  (the  toun  furnishing  tymber  and 
necessaris  requisite)  for  the  ordinar  knaveshipe,  without  any  farther  good 
deed  or  casualtie,  exceptand  onlie  ane  pynt  aill  and  tua  breid  to  each  man 
that  shall  work  a  haill  day,  and  that  the  said  James  and  his  servants  serve 
thankfullic  and  faithfuUie. 

5  November,  1655. 

The  counsell,  takeing  in  consideration  that  there  is  no  localitie  allowed  QV^r*^""S 

soldiers, 
to  burghes  for  fyre   and  candell,   wherthrow  thes  who  hes   the  quartering 

locallie  ar  oberburdened,  for  remeed  wherof  it  is  statute  that  whosoever  in 

toun  hes  quartering  shall  have  weiklie  payed  to  them  from  thes  who  hes  non, 

for  each  man,  weiklie,  beginand  the  first  of  this  moneth,  fyve  s.  Scottes ; 

and  appoynts  the  persones  following  to  break  the  samyn  upon  thes  inhabitants 

who  ar  frie,  and  leaves  it  to  them  who  hes  quarterings  and  their  contributeris 

to  agree  betuixt  themselves  at  the  value  forsaid,  viz 

Ordeanes  Alexander  Lauder,  toun  thesaurer,  to  provyde  ane  commoun  The  cus- 
laidill  and  weycht  back  to  the  customer  for  the  tonnes  use.  ^^^  wevcht 

The   counsell,   upon   supplicatioun   gevin   in   be   John   Plenderleith,   lait  back, 
baillie,  grantes  licence  to  him  to  build  ane  berne  at  the  north  port,  and  that 
the  toun  wall  may  supplie  for  the  north  gavill  therof ,  he  alwayes  upholding,  Town  wall, 
belting,  and  repairing  that  pairt  of  the  toun  wall  in  so  far  as  his  berne,  yaird, 
and  taill  of  land  extendis  within  the  toun  wall. 

3  March,  1656. 

It  is  unanimouslie  concluded  that  the  corne  milnes  be  rowped  the  nixt  Corn  mills  to 
court  day,  and  sett  to  any  that  biddis  most,  for  ane  year  alanerlie.  ®  roupe 

Item,  that  the  haill  burgessis  haveing  tenements  be  cited  in,  and  their  Caidmure. 
advyce  requyred  whither  they  will  sett  Caidmures  or  plenish  the  samyn 
themselves,  as  is  presentlie,  and  if  it  carie  be  pluralitie  of  voites  that  they 
plenish  themselves,  conforme  to  the  formar  act,  xj  Maii  1655,  that  each  burges 
provyd  his  proportion  of  the  sowme,  being  xx  li.  each  tenement,  agane 
Lambmes  nixt,  or,  at  furthest,  agane  Mertimes  nixt ;  and  that  their  voites 
be  taken  when  the  toune  goes  about  the  Eist  Commounes. 
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Change  of  j^e   magistrattes   and   counsellores,    taking  in   consideratioun   that   the 

fair-day.  prophanatioun  of  the  Sabbath  is  occasioned  by  keeping  of  faires  upon 
Satterday  and  Moonday,  and  that  the  fair  day  commonhe  called  Beltane  day, 
falles  this  year  upon  the  Satterday,  for  preventing  whereof  it  is  resolved  and 
hereby  enacted  that  the  said  fair  called  Beltane  fair-day  shalbe  kept  and 
holdin  within  this  burgh  this  year  upon  the  first  Weddensday  of  Maii,  and  so 
furth  yearlie  in  all  tyme  comeing. 

24  March,  1656. 

Grazings  for  Ordeanes  all  thes  burgessis  in  toun  who  hes  libertie  to  Caidmures  to  send 

sheep.  such,  sowmes,  nolt   and  sheepe,  as  is  allowed  them  be  act  of  counsell,  to  the 

commoun  herdis  to  be  keept  and  herded  be  them  upon  Weddensday  nixt ; 
and  discharges  all  others  the  inhabitantes  who  hes.  not  libertie  to  send  any 
nolt  or  sheepe  therto,  with  certificatioun  to  thes  who  sends  any  oursowmes, 
or  to  thes  who  hes  not  libertie  that  sends  any  nolt  or  sheepe,  shall  pay  for  ilk 
sowme,  nolt  or  sheepe,  [ten]  merkis ;  and  all  thes  who  keepes  any  nolt  or 
sheepe  at  home,  and  shalbe  found  eating  or  tramping  their  neighbours  corne 
after  the  said  day,  to  pay  for  ilk  sowme  ten  merks  Scottes,  unforgevin,  over 
and  above  the  payment  of  the  skaith  to  the  pairtie  skaithed,  conforme  to  the 
formar  actes. 

7  April,  1656. 

Caidmure  Authorizes  the  quartermaisteres  to  put  the  formar  act  of  counsell  to 

executioun  anent  putting  away  their  nolt  and  sheepe,  and  to  punish  the 
transgressores  conforme  to  the  act,  as  they  wilbe  answerable.  As  also  to  caus 
each  burges  who  hes  goodes  upoun  Caidmure  to  goe  each  day,  toure  about, 
and  help  the  herdis  to  shed  the  lambed  ewes  from  thes  that  ar  not  lambed, 
and  to  sie  the  goods  put  to  their  meit,  and  to  restrane  any  from  troubling  or 
gathering  the  goods  or  ploding  among  them,  and  to  punish  thes  who  trans- 
gressis,  and  exact  ane  merk  Scottis  from  each  transgressour. 

14  April,  _1656. 

Herds  of  the  Andrew   Ewmond   conduced   as   commoun   herd   for   the   yearlie   fie   of 

commoun.  .  i  i     n  ,  i     •  •        i  •       i  • 

sexteme  sowmes  gras  and  sex  boUes  oattes  and  beir  sawmg  betwixt  him  and 

his  neighbour,  and  he  is  to  provyd  ane  neighbour  to  himself,  and  to  keep  a 

able  boy  or  lad  betuixt  them,  and  to  find  cawtioun. 
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20  April,  1656. 
Authorizes  and  ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  caus  cast  Edderstoun  bume,  Edderston 
lying  to  the  commoun  loaning ;   and  make  a  putt  at  the  Eist  Werk  nixt  John  E^gt  Work. 
Newtones  hous. 

28  April,  1656. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell,   for  advanceing  the  reparatioun  of  the  Reparation 
place   for    publict    worship,    have    unanimouslie   resolved   to    contribute   for  j,1juj.(,1j^ 
reparatioun  of  the  tua  pairtes  of  the  said  churche  (the  third  pairt  being  the 
titulares),  that  is   to  pay  a  sext  pairt  of  the  cherges  of  the  saids  tua  pairtes 
conforme  to  the  formar  actes,  and  authorizes  the  proveist  and  baillies  to  offer 
the  samyn  without  prejudice  to  the  toun  in  tyme  coming. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  haveing,  upon  Fryday  last,  conveaned  the  Casting  fuel 
inhabitantes,  and  their  voites  taken  whether  or  not  any  should  be  licentiat  to  °"  ^^  mure. 
cast  divoitts  or  faill  upon  Caidmures,  it  was  carried  by  plurality  of  votes  that 
none  should  be  castine  ;  and,  therfor,  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  inhibites 
and  discharges  all  burgessis  and  inhabitantes  to  cast  any  fewaU,  faill,  or  divoit 
upon  the  saids  hilles  on  Caidmures,  except  upoun  the  toun  mure  and  Caidmure 
boig  foranent  the  Wrea,  in  any  tyme  hereafter,  under  the  pane  of  ten  punds 
Scottes  money  be  ilk  persone  faUyeand. 

Item,  they  considering  the  prejudice  and  wrong  occasioned  by  the  Depredations 
scraiping  of  fouUes  in  the  houssis  and  yairds,  it  is  enacted  and  ordeaned  that^j^^"^^ 
all  these  who  hes  henes  or  capones  put  and  tye  such  a  weight  of  tymber  to  the 
foote  of  the  saids  foullis  as  will  hinder  them  from  flieing,  under  the  pane  of 
foure  schilling  Scotts,  to  be  payed  be  the  awner  of  each  foull  going  without 
that  cloige,  as  also  it  shall  be  lisum  to  any  person  who  shall  find  any  hen  or 
capone  without  a  cloige  after  intimatioun  hereof,  to  sease  upon  the  sam5m, 
and  dispose  thairupon  at  thair  pleasure,  without  reparatioun  to  the  awner. 

12  May,  1656. 

Ordeanes  all  thes  who  hes  any  hors,  to  caus  carie  home  ane  load  of  lyme  Bridges  and 
to  mend  the  bridges  and  stepill ;    and  thes  who  wantes  hors,  and  ar  able,  to  ^  ^^^  ^' 
contribut  as  they  shall  be  taxt  be  the  magistratts. 

The  roll  of  the  burro  maill  to  be  regulate  and  collected  in  tyme  comeing  Burgh  mail, 
yearhe,  the  morne  after  Beltane  day,  be  the  toun  thesaurer,  who  is  to  be 
comptable  to  the  toun  thairfore. 
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School- 
master. 


15  May,  1656. 
[Of  this  date,  an  agreement,  in  terms  similar  to  that  of  29th  October,  1655, 
is  entered  into  with  '  Mr.  Robert  Speire,  sone  to  the  deceist  William  Speir, 
wryter  to  the  signet,  being  admitted  scoolmaister  of  the  scoole  of  this  burgh,' 
for  the  year  ending  15th  May,  1657.] 


Children  to 
be  sent  to 
school. 


Venlaw. 

Lime  for  the 
steeple. 


2  June,  1656. 

Ordeanes  the  toun  officiar  to  goe  throw  the  toun  and  caus  all  the  parentes 
who  lies  any  maill  children  to  put  them  to  the  scoole,  within  twentie-foure 
houres,  under  the  certificatioun  conteaned  in  the  formar  actes  ;  and  to  dis- 
charge thes  women  who  keepes  scoole  for  female  bairnes,  to  receave  any  maill 
children,  ather  of  toun  or  landwart  children,  under  the  pane. 

Ordered  that  Venlaw  pasture  eight  scoire  sheipe. 

Authorizes  the  magistrattes  to  caus  bring  home  lyme  for  casting  the 
steiple,  be  thes  who  hes  hors,  beginning  at  the  north-west  quarter,  wher  it  left. 


Clerk  to  visit 
Edinburgh. 


16  June,  1656. 

Appoyntes  and  authorizes  Thomas  Smyth,  clerk,  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  to 
wait  upon  the  tounes  proces  against  the  walker,  and  to  get  the  dispositioun 
of  Caidmures  to  pas  the  sealles. 


Exchequer 
accounts, 
charters, 
commis- 
sariat. 


14  July,  1656. 

Produced  be  Thomas  Smyth,  the  exchequer  compt  from  Witsonday  1652 
to  Witsonday  1656 ;  the  tounes  chartour  and  instrument  of  resignatioun 
of  the  lands  acquired  be  them  from  Hundilshope' ;  and  thrie  papers,  wherof 
one  in  parchment,  anent  the  erectioun  of  the  commissariat  to  be  at  Pebles. 

1  In  the  Register  of  the  Great  Seal  (lib. 
59,  No.  238  ;  printed  Register,  X.,  No.  544) 
is  recorded  the  charter  of  resignation  of 
parts  of  the  lands  of  Hundleshope,  acquired 


from  John  Scott  and  spouse,  granl-^d  by 
"  Oliver,  be  the  grace  of  God,  lord  pro- 
tector of  the  Commonwealth  of  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  and  dominiones  thairto 
belonging,"  in  favour  of  "our  lovittes,  the 
provost,  bailies,  counsell,  and  communite 
of  our  burgh  of  Peebles,  and  thair  success- 


oures."  The  projierty  is  described  as  "  that 
portion  of  the  lands  of  Hundlishope  lying 
besouth  and  contiguous  to  the  said  burgh 
their  lands  of  Caidmures,  bounded  in 
manner  following,  to  wit,  beginning  at  the 
Cloustrand  marching  with  the  lands  of 
Wrea  and  Caidmures  and  passing  fra  that 
westward  to  the  old  huttes  and  marches 
of  Caidmures,  up  ane  syk  till  the  stane 
bridge,  from  that  to  the  Blaikland  Boucht, 
from  that  to  the  eister  meadow  dyck  of 
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20  July,  1656. 

It  is  statute  and  resolved  upon  that  all  thes  who  hes  quarterings  shall  Quartering 
have  payed  to  them  localitie  for  ilk  horsman,  monethlie,  be  thes  inhabitants         ™^^' 
who  ar  frie,  sexteine  schilling  Scottes,  since  the  third  day  of  Mail  last ;    and 
the  samyn  to  be  brokine  conforme  to  the  ces  roll,  and  thes  who  hes  them  to 
be  exempted. 

To  hound  and  poind  all  the  uncouth  goodis  off  Homildon  dayhe.  HomUdon. 

4  August,  1656. 

Appoyntes  and  ordeanes  the  haill  inhabitantes  who  hes  tenementes  and  Manor  water, 
grassowmes  upon  Caidmure,  to  accompany  the  magistratts,  upon  Fryday  nixt, 
in  the  morning  ;    thes  that  hes  hors  to  take  ane  hors  and  slaide,  for  laying  in 
Menner  Water  caul ;   ilk  persone,  under  the  pane  of  fyve  merkes. 

Appoyntes  John  Plenderleith  to  ryde  to  Edinburgh,  as  soone  as  the  toune  Lawburrows: 
shal  be  charged  with  lawburrowes  be  Blackbaronie  or  his  tennents,  and  to  ^^^^^^^''^^^ 
.find  cautioun  and  raise  lawburrowes  against  thame  and  any  others  whom  he  tenants. 
shall  get  in  roll.     And  to  supplicat  for  the  tounes  abaitment.     It  is  enacted, 
agreed,  and  concluded  that  if  any  particular  persone  or  inhabitant  within  this 
burgh  shall,  at  any  tyme  hereafter,  trouble  or  molest  the  laird  of  Blakbaronie, 
or  any  of  his  tennents,  in  thair  persones,  lands,  goods,  or  possessiones,  and 
so  be  found  to  contraveene  the  lawburrowes  betwixt  them  and  the  toune,  in 
that  caice  such  persone  transgressing  be  himself,  servants,  wyfe,  or  familie,  to 
be  lyable  and  suffer  for  his  transgression,  as  his  awne  particular  fact. 

22  September,  1656. 

It  is  statute  and  resolved  upon  that  tua  men  or  ma  (as  the  magistrats  Glentress 

shall  find  necessar)  be  sent  out  to  hound  and  keepe  all  the  goods  belonging  to  g^^^^i^^^jj 

Hundlishope,    west    that    dyk    to    another  Milnetoun    yaird    dyk    then   be   the   yaird 

syk,  from  that  to  ane  dyk  at  the  wester  dyk  to  Manerwater  and  so  doun  the  water 

meadow  foote,  west  that  dyk  to  the  Law-  marching    with    Mr.    William    Burnet    of 

gatefuird  at  Hundlishope  Burne,  doun  the  Barnes  his   lands   of   Kirktoune  of  Maner 

burne    till    it    come    foreanent    Welshouss  till  the  lands  of  Marchdyk  ;    and  the  said 

walles,  than  tak  in  the  stane  of  Belsches  lands  of  Marchdyk  ;    with  the  pertinents, 

Burne,   doun  that  burne  to  Mennirwater,  &c.,  of  all  the  saids  lands,  together  with 

doun  the  water  to  the  Milnetoun  croft  dyk  all  right  or  interest  which  John  Scott  of 

otherwayes  called  the  Faimdyk  ;    and  that  Hundlishope  and  Helen  Geddes,  his  spouse, 

portion    of    the    lands    of    Milnetoun    and  may  have   or  pretend   in   the  said   burgh 

Halyairds    bounded    as    follows,    to    wit,  their  lands  of  Caidmures,  either  as  property 

beginning   at   the  said   Faimdyk   doun   to  or  commonty." 
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Disposition 
of  East 
Work. 


Tack  of 
wauk  mill. 


Prebendary, 
burgage,  and 
feu-duties. 


Railing 
against  a 
bailie. 

Children 

pulling 

stocks. 


the  laird  of  Blakbaronies  tennents  off  the  common  of  Glentres,  and  that  the 
heritours  of  Winkstoun  and  Melvingsland  be  requyred  to  concure  with  the 
toune. 

Nota. — Produced  be  Alexander  Williamsone,  proveist,  ane  dispositioun, 
granted  and  subscrivit  be  John,  Lord  Lintoun,  in  favoures  of  the  toun  of 
Pebles,  of  the  great  ludging  or  Eist  Work/  for  which  the  toun  is  to  lay  in  and 
carie  sex  scoire  loades  lyme ;  my  lord  is  to  pay  for  lyme ;  and  the  counsell 
resolves  to  cans  lay  it  in.     To  lay  up  dispositioun  in  charter  chest. 

29  September,  1656. 

It  is  unanimouslie  resolved  and  concluided  that  the  walk  milne  and  landis 
be  sett  in  tak  to  {blank)  Peterscoll,  cloithier,  for  the  space  of  thrie  thrie 
yeares  (he  always  frie  at  any  of  the  thrie  thrie  yeares  end),  he  paying  yearlie 
ane  hundreth  merks  Scottes  ;  the  toun  to  advance  ten  punds  sterling,  and  he 
fyve  punds  sterling,  makeing  in  all  fyfteine  pundes,  which  he  is  to  be  bound  to 
imploy  upon  reparation  of  the  milnes,  within  ane  year,  conforme  to  a  particular 
compt  to  be  allowed  be  the  counseU,  and  the  toun  to  carie  the  tymber  to  be 
imployed  upon  the  milne  ;  and  this  fyfteine  pundes  is  to  be  quit  without 
repetition  to  ather  of  the  pairties. 

It  is  also  unanimouslie  resolved  that  thes  tennents  that  payes  prebendar, 
burgadge  or  feu-dueties,  and  have  not  been  in  use  of  payment,  pay  in  tyme 
comeing ;  and  it  is  caried  be  pluralitie  of  voites  that  aU  byganes  be  forgiven, 
and  the  half  payed  from  the  day  of  their  infeftment,  and  that  non  be  infeft 
be  ony  baillie,  or  extract  givin  out  be  the  clerk  to  any  such  persones,  till  they 
enact  themselves  for  that  effect,  and  the  clerk  to  put  it  in  the  bosome  of 

thair  seasings. 

6  October,  1656. 

The  counsell  unanimously  resolves  and  ordeanes  George  Thomsone  to  be 
incarcerat,  therin  to  remaine  for  the  space  of  fourtie-eight  houres,  for  opposing 
and  railling  out  upon  James  Horsbruik,  baillie. 

To  cans  officiar  goe  throw  toun,  discharging  all  chUdreen  to  pull  stokes, 
under  the  pane  of  {blank),  the  parent  to  be  answerable  for  childreen. 


20  October,  1656. 
Sheep  stock  It  is  unanimouslie  resolved  that  the  whyte  and  smeered  sheepe  be  kept 

on  Caidmuir.  ^part,  viz.  : — the  whyte  sheepe  upon  the  Wester  hill,  and  the  smeered  sheepe 

'  Erected  in  the  15th  century  as  a  fortified         See    Peebles    Records,   I.,   pp.     193,    395. 
building,  and  cast  down  as  ruinous  in  1 656.         Gleanings,  chap,  xviii. 
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upon  the  Eister  hill  until  they  be  fuUie  smeered,  and  the  quartermasteres  to 
sie  this  done. 

27  October,  1656. 

Ordeanes  the  town  officiares  to  goe  throw  the  toun  and  ordeane  all  thes  Payment 
lyable  in  payment  of  Caidmure  money  to  pay  their  proportioun  therof  due  at^^^jjl^^"" 
Mertimes  nixt,  viz.,  ten  pondis  for  ilk  tenement,  upon  Weddensday  nixt  after  Caidmuir. 
ringing  of  bell,  to  Thomas  Smyth,  appoynted  to  collect  the  samyn. 

It  is  unanimouslie  concluded  and  enacted  that  Thomas  Moses,  walker,  be  Waulk  mill, 
put  to  repaire  the  Walkmilne  at  his  removeall,  being  at  Mertimes  nixt,  in  als 
good  caice  as  the  samyn  was  at  his  entrie,  conforme  to  his  tack  ;  and  that  the 
said  milne,  with  the  pertinents,  be  rowped  upon  Weddensday  nixt,  for  the 
last  day,  and  sett  to  any  persone  (except  the  said  Thomas)  to  him  that  bids 
most,  as  ane  sufficient  milne  ;   and  authorizes  the  magistrats  to  doe  the  samyn. 

Alexander  Horsbruik  in  Dodhous,  present,  is  content  to  pay  the  penaltie  Dodhouse. 
of  his  tak  if  it  be  provine  he  suffered  any  uncouth  goods  to  pasture  upon 
Caidmures,  and  did  not  turn  the  samyn. 

3  November,  1656. 
Appoyntes  the  persones  following  to  be  birlawmen  for  this  ensewing  year.  Appointment 
to  wit: — for  the  eist  quarter,  John  Stoddert ;    for  the  south-west,  Alexander  j^^gj^ 
Lauder ;    for  the  north-west,  John  Frank  ;    for  the  north  quarter,  Thomas 
Williamsone,  younger ;    for  the  Old  Town,  Patrik  Ewmond  ;    who  ar  to  be 
conveaned  and  give  oath. 

17  November,  1656. 
The  forsaids  persones  elected  to  be  birlawmen,  all  present  and  acceptand  Birlawmen 
thair  office,  has  gevin  oath  de  fideli  administratione. 

January,  1657. 
It  is  unanimouslie  resolved  and  concluded  upon  that  ane  letter  be  written  Excise, 
to  John  Govane  to  goe  to  Leith  upon  Fryday  nixt,  for  fermeing  the  excise  of 
both  this  schire  and  Selkirk  schyre  to  burgh  and  land,  and  to  authorize  him 
to  offer  for  both  schyres  as  it  was  sett  the  last  year,  being  monethlie  29  li. 
sterling,  and  to  offer  tua  schillings  more  if  he  can  carie  it ;  who  is  to  have 
consideratioun  for  his  paines. 
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Laird  of 
Preston 
Grange. 


9  February,  1657. 

The  counsell  ratifies  and  approves  the  agreement  maide  be  the  proveist 
and  baillies  in  name  of  the  toun  with  the  laird  of  Prestoungrainge  anent  the 
contra  verted  ground  betuixt  the  toun  and  him,  viz.,  that  the  toun  have  full 
libertie  for  casting  fewall  upon  the  mosses  above  the  Craige,  and  the  toun  to 
denude  any  right  they  have  to  the  rest  of  the  ground  of  that  side  of  the  hill ; 
and  appoyntes  the  present  magistrattes,  Alexander  Williamsone,  James 
Horsbruik,  James  Williamsone,  and  Thomas  Smyth,  to  meit  with  the  laird  of 
Prestoungrainge  upon  the  last  day  of  Apryll  nixt,  for  setting  the  meiths  betuixt 
the  toun  and  him.     To  wryte  to  Polmud  for  that  effect. 

Authorizes  the  magistratts  to  creat  and  admit  Prestoungrainge  burges  of 
this  burgh,  with  this  claus,  that  the  heir  of  that  hous  be  also  creat  burges 
succesive. 


23  March,  1657. 

Charity.  Ordeanes  and  authorizes  the  present  thesaurer  to  give,  weiklie,  to  Jennet 

Robisone  sex  shillings  Scottes,  whill  scho  is  in  this  distracted  condition. 


Bull ;  horn 
and  drum. 


Casting  of 
fuel. 


6  April,  1657. 

Ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  buy  a  common  bull,  and  ane  horn  to  the  nolt 
herd,  and  ane  drum. 

4  May,  1657. 

For  preventing  the  waisting  of  the  Eister  mos  belonging  to  the  toun, 
and  keeping  order  amongs  neighbors,  it  is  unanimouslie  concluided  upon  and 
ordeaned  that  loittes  be  castine  for  the  severall  respective  quarteris  in  the  toun 
who  shall  fall  the  first  choice  to  begine,  and  according  to  the  loitt  falling  to 
the  quarter,  the  said  quarter  to  begine,  and  so  round  about  as  they  duell ; 
and  for  that  effect  appoyntes  [two  persons  for  each  quarter]  to  goe  to  the  hill 
upon  Thursday  nixt  for  that  effect.  It  is  resolved  that  the  mos  be  first  brokine 
at  the  nether  end  of  the  mos,  and  that  the  mos  be  covered  or  shod  agane, 
and  the  transgressour  hereof  or  any  article  of  the  samyn  to  pay  fourtie 
schilling,  ioties  quoties ;  and  that  all  thes  in  the  landwart  who  have  no 
libertie  to  the  mos  be  inhibited  to  cast  fewall  therupon  ;  and  authorizes  any 
of  the  toun  that  sail  apprehend  any  outland  men  to  cast  therupon  to  take 
thar  spaides  from  them. 
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Ordeanes  all  balkes  among  cornes  belonging  to  mae  persones  than  ane  to  Bailees 
be  equallie  divided  amongs  the  awneris,  and  the  gras  therof  cutted ;    and  com  crops, 
discharges  any  hors  to  be  keipt  thairupon  as  formarlie,  under  the  pane  of 
iyve  merkes. 

And  siclyke  discharges  all  and  sundrie  persones  within  this  burgh  to  Pasturing 
pasture  any  hors  upon  Tueidgreen,  Floderis,  Castelhill,  or  any  pairt  of  the 
tounes  loanings  or  libertie,  under  the  pane  of  fyve  punds  for  ilk  hors  or  meir 
found  thairupon. 

30  May,  1657. 

It  is  resolved  and  ordeaned  that  for  paying  fourscoire  punds  for  defraying  Common 
the  remanent  charges  of  the  tounes  pairt  of  the  commoun  loft,  and  tuentie  ^f  j^j^j^  '  ' 
punds  as  the  remainder  of  the  tounes  pairt  for  repairing  the  ruife  and  glas 
windowes  of  the  kirk,  makeing  in  all  ane  hundreth  pundes,  it  be  proportionat 
and  brokine  upon  the  heritores  of  land  within  burgh  and  the  tennendrie 
within  the  samyn  (consideratioun  alwayes  being  had  to  the  proportiounes 
alreadie  payed  be  the  heritores  and  the  voluntarie  contributiones  paid  be  the 
tenandrie),  and  for  apportioning  thairof  and  breaking  the  assessment  of  May 
and  June,  apppynts  [ten  persones],  the  baillies  to  conveane  them  and  take 
their  oathes. 

Authorizes  John  Andrew,  proveist,  to  goe  to  Linlithgow  and  bespeak  the  Excise, 
excisemaister  and  his  deput  anent  the  excise,  and  to  agree  with  him  the  best 
way  he  can. 

15  June,  1657. 
In  respect  the  toun  hes  taken  the  excise  of  aile  and  beer  brewen,  vented.  Excise  of 
sold,  and  tgipped  within  this  burgh,  for  the  better  knowledge  of  the  venting  farmed  by 
thairof,  appoyntes  and  authorizes  Alexander  Lauder  to  await  upon  the  milnes  ^^^  town, 
each  Thursday,  and  sie  aU  malt  brought  to  the  milnes  measured,  without 
respect  of  persones,  and  take  up  ane  compt  thairof,  and  give  it  in  weiklie  to 
the  counsell ;    and  that  none  grind  malt  but  upon  Thursday ;    and  that  upon 
ilk  Thursday  in  the  weik  the  haill  inhabitantes  bring  their  malt  to  be  ground  ; 
and  that  the  milnes  grind  whill  the  haill  toun  be  served  ;  and  whosoever  brings 
not  their  malt  befor  or  upon  the  said  Thursday  weiklie,  the  samyn  is  not  to 
be  ground.     And  the  said  Alexander  Lauder,  being  present,  and  acceptand 
the  said  office  upon  him,  hes  gevin  his  oath  of  fidelitie  thairanent,  whois  panes 
the  counsell  is  to  take  in  consideratioun. 


42 


EXTRACTS   FROM  THE   RECORDS 


[1657 


Linton 
bridges. 


Appoyntes  and  authorizes  the  proveist,  baiUies,  and  the  clerk,  to  speake 
James  Douglas  and  know  his  mynd  anent  petition  gevin  in  be  the  parochineris 
of  Lintoun  for  repaireing  the  bridges  of  Lintoun,  and  to  report. 


20  July,  1657. 
Linton.  Xhe  magistrattes  and  counsell,   takeing  in  consideratioun  the  petitioun 

bridge.  °"^^  gevin  in  be  the  parochiners  of  Lintoun  anent  the  reparatioun  of  the  Bridg- 
house  bridge  and  the  desyre  therof,  have  unanimouslie  concluided,  and  hereby 
frielie  and  willinglie  grantes  and  doites  for  reparatioun  of  the  said  bridge 
tuentie-foure  punds  Scottes  money  ;  and  ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  pay  the 
samyn  to  any  they  shall  appoynt,  upon  his  receipt  thairof. 

2  September,  1657. 

Contribution         The  counsell  finding  by  act  of  parliament  that  ther  is  imposed  upon  the 

expenses  of    ^^^^  tuelve  punds  nyne  shillings  nyne  pence  sterling,  as  their  pairt  of  the 

Spanish  war ;  fyfteine  thousand  punds  sterling  imposed  upon  the  natioun  for  the  Spanishe 

Ssessment     ^^'"'    therfor   they   resolve   and   ordeane   that   the   tuelve    punds   sterling   of 

abaitmentes  conteaned  in  the  formar  act  [abatement  of  monthly  assessment] 

be  converted  for  payment  of  the  said  sowme  for  the  Spanish  war,  and  the 

thesaurer  to  advance  the  od  nyne  shillings  nyne  pence  sterling.     And  ordeanes 

the  sowme  of  thrie  scoir  punds  Scottes,  being  the  tonnes  ordorlie  assessment 

monethlie,  imposed  by  the  parliament,  beginning  the  tuentie-fourth  of  June 

last,  sex  pundes  Scottes  upon  the  toun  rent,  and  fyftie-foure  punds  Scottes, 

monethlie,  upon  the  inhabitants  ;    and  for  proportionating  thairof  upon  the 

inhabitantes,  appoyntes  John  Tuedy,  elder,  John  Stodert,  Alexander  Lauder, 

James  Williamsone,  Robert  Forrester,  John  Tuedy,  younger,  Thomas  Smyth, 

Andro  Gibsone,  Thomas  Wallace,  and  John  Edmond  ;    baillie  Thomsone  to 

conveane  them,  and  take  their  oathes  to-morrow  morning.     Louses  the  formar 

act  wher  it  is  enacted  that  the  hous  mailles  pay  foure  pennies  for  ilk  pound, 

and  tuo  shillings  upon  ilk  aiker  of  land  ;    and  referres  the  same  to  the  tax- 

maisters   to   impose   the  lyke   proportion   upon   the  pound  of  land  rent  and 

hous  maill. 


Grant  of 
common 
ground. 


28  September,  1657. 
Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  befor  the  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and 
counsell,    be    John    Crichtoun,    in    Neidpeth,    and    Alexander    Melros,    thair, 
bearand  that  the  supplicantes  intendis  to  build  ane  dyke  about  thes  yairdes 
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acquyred  from  Hayestoun,  and  to  repair  the  housses  thairof,  and  thairfor 
humblie  intreatcand  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  to  visite  the  ground,  and 
to  grant  them  hbertie  to  gett  clay,  faill,  and  divoit  upon  the  tonnes  commoune 
ground,  upon  such  termes  as  they  could  agrie,  as  the  said  supplicatioun  beares  ; 
which  being  read  and  considered  be  the  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell, 
and  they  being  therwith  ryplie  advysed,  referres  to  the  deane  of  gild  to  lyne 
and  measure  the  ground  of  the  dyke,  and  gives  and  grantes  libertie  to  the 
supplicantes,  their  heires  and  successores,  to  cast  divoit,  clay,  and  faill,  for 
bigging  and  repaireing  the  saids  dykes  and  housses,  upon  the  tonnes  commoun 
ground  (the  saids  supplicantes  and  their  forsaids  payand  yearlie  to  the  toun 
thesaurer,  present  and  to  come,  in  name  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  burgh, 
of  feu  dewty  tuentie  schilling  Scottes  money,  and  the  heires  and  successores 
of  the  saids  supplicantes  doubling  the  said  few  duetie  the  first  year  of  their 
entrie  to  the  saids  lands).  As  also  they  reserveing  frie  ische  and  entire  to 
and  fra  the  back  doore  upon  the  north  syde  of  the  chaippell  or  prayer  hous 
belonging  to  the  said  tonne'  ;  wherwith  the  saids  supplicantes  wer  content, 
and  accepted  of  the  forsaids  conditiones. 


3  October,  1657. 

Produced  this  day  be  John  Andrew,   proveist,   ane  act  from   the  com- Kirklands 

and  o^' — 
acres. 


missioners  of  assessment  for  the  schyre  of  Pebles,  in  favoures  of  the  toun  of^" 


Pebles,  exempting  and  frieing  the  Kirklands  and  otheres  aikeres  belonging  to 
the  inhabitantes  formerlie  taxt  with  the  toun,  to  be  frie  in  bearing  burden 
with  the  schyre  in  all  tyme  comeing,  for  which  cans  the  counsell  authorizes 
the  magistrattes  and  Alexander  Wilhamsone,  lait  proveist,  to  discharge  the 
laird  of  Blakbaronie,  Sir  John  Vaitche,  and  the  rest  of  the  commissioneres 
forsaids,  of  the  thretteine  punds  sterling  money,  craved  be  the  toun  from 
them  for  publict  burden,  formerlie  imposed  upon  the  aikeres  of  the  Kirkland, 
and  exacted  from  the  toun  be  John  Burnet,  then  collectour  of  the  assessment. 

2  November,  1657. 
Inflictes    upon    John    Hay,    tailyeour   in    Spittlehope,   for  usurpeing  the  An 
libertie  of  ane  burges,  in  working  within  toun,   and  in  making  of  ane  lye,  ""  ^^^ 
fourtie  schilling  Scottes,  and  to  be  wairded  in  cloise  waird  dureing  the  magis- 
trattes pleasure,  and  als  to  enact  himself  not  to  usurpe  the  said  craft  in  tyme 
comeing,  under  the  paine  of  tuentie  punds  Scottes. 

iSee   14th  November,   1664,  postea. 
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Swine  not 
allowed  to 
be  at  large. 


Edderston 

burn. 

Causeway. 


28  December,  1657. 
Ordeanes  all  the  persones  within  toun  who  hes  any  swyne,  to  keep  them 
within  cruives  or  houssis,  and  keep  their  neighbour  skaithles,  ilk  persone  under 
the  paine  of  tuentie  schilling  for  the  first  fault,  and  so  furth,  doubland  the 
samyn,  toties  quoties,  over  and  above  payment  to  the  pairtie  skaithed  of  the 
skaith, 

2  March,  1658. 
Ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  caus  lay  in  Edderstoun  burne  ;   and  caus  calsay 
and  help  the  calsay  betwixt  the  trie  bridges  and  the  stepps  of  the  bridges. 


Vicarage 
teinds. 


Bridgehouse- 

knowe 

customs. 

Waulk  mm. ; 


12  April,  1658. 
Appoyntes  the  persones  following  to  acquaint  their  quarteres  to  elect  ane 
of  their  number  to  meit  with  the  counsell  and  Mr.  Andrew  Watsone,  anent 
the  vicarage  teyndes  acclaimed  by  him,  viz. —     ....     and  to  report  the 
nixt  counsell  day. 

19  April,  1658. 

Authorizes  and  appoyntes  James  WiUiamsone  to  ryde  to  Edinburgh 
to-morrow,  to  meit  with  the  magistrattes  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  hear  their 
myndes  anent  the  Brighousknow. 

It  is  resolved  and  agreed  with  James  Haldine,  younger,  to  give  him 
tuentie-sex  punds,  xiij  s.  iiij  d.  Scottes,  for  the  timber  of  ane  new  wheill  to 
the  walk  milne,  working  therof,  working  of  ane  new  axle  trie  thairto  of  the 
tounes  timber,  and  mounting  the  samyn  in  the  said  miln,  and  for  ane  dayes 
work  or  tua,  if  it  be  requisit,  for  the  rest  of  the  milne  work,  which  the  said 
James  accepts  of.     (Signed)  James  Haddene. 


24  May,  1658. 
Commis-  Appoyntes  and  authorizes  baillie  Plenderlaith  and  Thomas  Smyth  to  ryde 

thcTb^urghs  ^°  Edinburgh,  this  day  eight  dayes,  to  consult  with  the  rest  of  the  burrowes 
anent  the  summonds  gevin  be  the  proveist  of  Air,  the  summonds  gevin  be  the 
Lord  Rothes,  anent  the  walker,  and  anent  Brighousknow.^ 


'On  21st  May,  1658,  it  being  reported  to 
the  town  council  of  Edinburgh  '  that  the 
good   toun  is  heavilie  prejudged   in  their 


customes  at  the  House  of  the  Mure  throw 
the  usurpatioun  of  the  burgh  of  Pebles  in 
keeping  of  a  mercatt  at  the  Brighousknow 


1658]  OF  THE  BURGH  OF  PEEBLES.  45 

1657-59. 
8   September,    1657. — That    paiit   of   Captane   Blissetts  troope   come   to  Movements 
Peebles  ;    removed  17  October,  1657.  °    '^°°^^' 

22  October,  1657. — That    pairt  of  Captane   Tumours  troop,  in  Lilburnes 
regiment,  come  to  this  burgh  ;   removed  Weddensday,  19  May,  1658. 

24  September,  1658.— The  forsaid  pairtie  entered  to  their  winter  quarter ; 
removed  8  May,  1659.' 

Vfjuly,  1658.  i 

It  is  (after  voiteing)  unanimoushe  agreed  upon,  statute  and  ordeaned  go^^jeg 
(except  one  of  the  number)  that  no  burges  or  frieman  within  this  burgh  that 
hes  the  hbertie  of  sowmes  upon  the  tonnes  proper  landes  shall  dispone  or  sell 
any  such  sowmes  to  any  other  persone  or  persones,  within  or  without  burgh, 
except  he  sell  the  tenement  of  land  to  which  the  saids  sowmes  ar  joyned  and 
is  a  pendicle,  and  that  under  the  pane  of  loseing  their  friedome,  and  such 
transactiones  to  be  null  in  themselves  als  weill  at  any  time  heretofore  as  in 
tyme  comeing,  and  to  be  extended  against  all  without  respect  of  persones,  both 
for  byganes  and  in  tyme  comeing. 

19  July,  1658. 

The  counsell,  upon  John  Andrew,  proveist,  his  desyre  and  supplicatioun.  Turf  on 
licentiattes  him  to  cast  tua  or  thrie  dayes  work  of  divoittes  for  the  theiking 
ane  hous  in  Chaippelliill,  upon  Glentres  commoun. 

13  September,  1658. 

This  day  Thomas  Govane,  litster,  burges  of  Pebles,  present,  grantes  he  A  repentant 
hes  done  wrong  in  raiseing  lawburrowes  against  the  toun  counsel  and  some  [^^j^j^  ^^.^^^ 
of  the  inhabitantes,  passis  from  the  letteres,  hes  riven  the  samyn,  promeisses 
nevir  to  doe  the  lyke,  and  submittes  himself  in  the  counsellis  will. 

without    any    law    or    just    right,'     they  burgh  of  Edinbuigh  evidently  refers  to  the 

ordained  the  burgh  of  Peebles  to  be  sum-  last  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  above 

moned   before   the   general   convention   of  act. 

Burghs;    and  on  the  2nd  June  following  a  -The  above  notes  are  jotted  on  a  fly- 
committee  was  named  '  to  nieitt  with  these  leaf  at  the  end   of    the  Council   Register, 
appoynted  be  the  toun  of  Pebles  anent  the  1652-78. 
Brighousknow.'      The    complaint    of    the 
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11  October,  1658. 

Courts  kept  The  counsel],  takeing  in  consideratioun  what  prejudice  the  inhabitantes 

by  the  web-       ... 

ster  craft.       within  this  burgh  sufferis  throu  the  deacone  of  the  websteris,  and  that  trade, 

their  keeping  of  courts  without  ane  baillie,  and  that  it  is  found  be  formar  acts 

of  counsell  that  in  all  courts  keept  by  them  ane  baillie  sett  in  it,  as  also  that 

by  divers  actes  the  said  deacone  is  required  to  make  compt  to  the  counsell 

how  their  fynes  ar  improven,  and  as  yit  they  slight  the  counsell  to  whom  they 

ar  subordinat,  therefor,  for  remedie  therof  and  conforme  to  the  law  of  the 

nation  and  former  actes  of  the  counsell,  they,  the  said  counsell,  unanimouslie 

conclude,  statute  and  ordeane  and  appoint  Robert  Thomsone,  baillie,  to  be 

baillie  to  the  said  trade,  and  to  sit  with  them  in  all  courtes  to  be  keept  be 

them  ;   and  discharges  John  Wylie,  present  deacone  of  the  said  trade,  to  keepe 

any  courtes  in  tyme  comeing  except  the  said  baillie  sitt  with  them,  under  the 

paines  conteaned  in  the  actes  of  parliament  and  former  actes  of  counsell. 

1  November,  1658. 

Late  comers  It  is  statute  and  ordeaned  that  if  any  member  of  the  counsell  be  not 

meetings.       present  at  the  melting  after  the  prayer  be  sayd  and  calling  of  the  roll,  without 

ane  laufull  excuse  or  licence  had  of  befor  from  ane  of  the  magistrattes,  shall 

pay  for  the  publict  use  tua  schilling  Scottes  ;    and  ordeanes  ane  box  to  be 

maide  for  keeping  such  fynes  to  the  use  of  the  publict. 

15  November,  1658. 

Collection  \i  jg  unanimouslie  concluded  upon  and  statute  be  the  haill  counsell,  that 

so  soone  as  any  persone  or  persones  ar  conveaned  and  fyned  for  bloods  or 
ryottes  committed  be  them,  that  in  all  tyme  comeing  the  magistrattes  shall 
take  the  persone  so  fynd  for  the  fourth  pairt  of  the  ryot  which  is  due  to  them, 
and  that  the  thesaurer  shall  not  be  comptable  for  thair  pairtes,  but  for  the 
other  thrie  pairts  therof  which  is  due  to  the  toun  ;  and  that  the  magistrattes 
shalbe  asistant  to  the  thesaurer  for  getting  in  the  tounes  thrie  pairtes. 

A  baker's  John  Turnbull,  baker,  present,  is  requyred  to  be  watchfull  and  cairefull 

of  his  oven,  that  no  danger  come  to  the  toun  thairby,  and  that  he  shall  raise 
the  chimney  thairof  for  preveening  the  same  when  the  weather  is  seasonable, 
which  he  hes  promeist  to  do. 

17  January,  1659. 
Burgh  mails.          Thes  who  were  formerlie  nominat  to  meit  upon  Weddensday  nixt  for 
regulateing  the  roll  of  burromailles,  and  cognosceing  the  seall  of  cans,  as  also 
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to  bespeake   the   deacone  of  the   remanent  of   the  webster  craft   anent  the  Webster 
articles  of  their  seall  of  caus. 

28  March,  1659. 

It  is  unanimoushe  concluided  and  enacted  that  for  bringing  home  water  Anent  Tweed 
to  the  corne  milnes  of  this  burgh,  each  maister  and  mistres  of  famiHe  shall  ^^"    ' 
send  ane  man  or  woman  servant  whensoever  they  shalbe  requyred  therto  be 
the  magistrattes. 

18  April,  1659. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  of  Pebles,  finding  that  the  heritors  of  the  Rights  of 
burro  lands  within  the  burgh,  of  their  awne  consent,  ar  content  to  pay  ten  common^  °" 
punds  Scottes  out  of  each  haill  tenement  of  land  betuixt  and  the  first  Fryday  lands, 
of  May  nixt,  towards  the  defraying  [a  pairt  of  the  debt]  contracted  be  the 
magistrattes  and  counsell  for  the  lands  acquired  from  John  Scott  of  Hundils- 
hope,  provyding  they  get  certificates  from  the  counsell  or  the  toun  clerk 
evidenceing  the  payment  therof  and  of  the  money  formerlie  payed  and  to  be 
payed  upon  that  accompt,  to  the  effect  that  no  burges  within  this  burgh,  who 
hes,  or  shall  hereafter  ather  build  rwinous  tenements  of  land  or  buy  tene- 
mentes  from  thes  heritores  haveing  mor  then  one,  and  whois  names  ar  not 
alreadie  sett  down  in  the  roll  of  the  tenements  of  land,  shall  at  any  tyme 
hereafter  have  accesce  or  libertie  of  pasturage  or  tillage  upon  the  tonnes 
propper  lands  untill  they  first  supplicat  the  counsell,  be  admitted,  their  lands 
be  cognosced,  and  they  accordinglie  pay  their  proportiones  of  the  sowmes  of 
money  conforme  as  otheris  heritores  of  land  within  this  burgh  hes  payed  and 
shall  hereafter  pay ;  which  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  thinks  verie  reason- 
able, approves  and  ratifies  the  samyn,  and  ordeanes  and  authorizes  Thomas 
Smyth,  their  clerk,  to  grant,  subscryve,  and  deliver  to  each  burges,  heritor  of 
burro  land  within  burgh,  whois  names  ar  sett  doun  and  inrolled  in  the 
tenements  of  land,  ane  certificate  of  the  sowmes  of  money  alreadie  payed, 
and  of  the  said  ten  punds  to  be  payed  out  of  each  tenement  at  the  paying 
therof,  upon  payment  to  him  of  fourtie  pennies  Scottes  for  each  ane  of  the  said 
certificates,     (Signed)     A.  Williamsone,  proveist. 


9  May,  1659. 
nt  the  allares 
3out  the  hilles 
John  Scott  acquainted  to  cut  his  pairt  therof. 


It  is  concluided  that   anent  the  allares  of  Caidmure  the  inhabitantes  Alders  on 
voites  be  taken  at  the  going  about  the  hilles  how  they  shalbe  disposed,  and 
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Customs  and  Authorizes  the  proveist  and  bailhes  to  caus  roup  the  customes  of  this 
Hill  to  be  burgh  upon  Weddensday  nixt  and  so  furth  for  thrie  court  dayes  thairafter, 
rouped.  and  Homilton  hill,  reserveaned  libertie  to  the  inhabitants  for  casting  of  fewall, 

faill  and  divoitt  thairupon, 

27  June,  1659. 
Calumny  by  The  which  day,   John  Wylie,   deacone  of  the  weaveris,   present,   being 

the  websters  ^^^yred  be  the  proveist,  in  name  of  the  counsell,  to  give  in  his  ansuer  in  writ 
to  the  propositiounes  gevin  out  be  the  toun  counsell  to  him  half  ane  year 
since  and  above,  and  having  oft  tymes  of  befor  requyred  him  therto,  conforme 
to  his  promeis,  and  in  respect  of  the  said  John  Wylie  his  contempt  in  saying 
to  the  counsell  he  wald  not  ansuer  them  in  wryte,  but  reflectinglie  sayd  that 
their  clerk  did  wryte  as  he  pleased,  and  so  did  caluminat  both  the  counsell 
and  their  clerk,  therefore  ordaines  the  said  deacone  to  be  wairded  dureing 
the  magistrattes  pleasure. 
Linton.  Memorandum.- — Robert   Thomsone,    baillie,    being   commissionat    be   the 

knowe.  °"^^  counsell,  hes  agreed  with  thes  in  Lintoun  for  the  libertie  of  the  standing  of 
the  mercate  in  Brighousknow  for  this  year,  for  tuelve  punds  Scottes,  whereof 
they  have   gottin   nyne   schilling  in   arles ;    which   agreement   the   counsell 
approves. 
Minister  of  Licentiates  Mr.  Alexander  Spittall,  minister  at  Menner,  upon  his  desyre 

be  letter,  to  cast  ane  darge  of  divoittes  upon  the  landes  of  Caidmures  foranent 
his  hous. 

1  August,  1659. 

Disobedience  Andro  Haldine,  present,  accused  for  disobedience  and  contempt  done  to 
against^ a'  John  Tuedy,  baillie,  in  executioun  of  his  office,  upon  Tuesday  last,  and 
bailie.  exclaimeing  and  raileing  against  him,  and  breaking  javill  after  he  was  com- 

mitted thairto,  wherby  he  hes  contraveened  his  oath  as  burges,  and  therby 
lost  his  fredome.  Ordeanes  his  burges  ticket  to  be  riven,  to  be  incarcerat 
fourtie-eight  houres  in  cloise  prisone,  and  to  pay  to  the  toun  thesaurer  ten 
pundes  Scottes ;    the  magistrattes  hes  remit  their  pairts  theirof.' 

17  June,  1661. 
Slates  to  be  Upon  receipt   of   ane  letter  from   Sir  John   Gilmure,   president   to  the 

Stobo  to  counsell,  it  is  unanimouslie  statute  and  ordeaned  that  the  toun  shall  furnish 
Craigmiliar.    the  haill  able  horssis  for  carieing  in  sklaittes  from   Stobo  to  the  hous  of 

'The  portion  of  the  Record  between  the  above  date  and  1 5th  April,  1661,  is  awanting. 
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Craigmiller,  belonging  to  Sir  John  Gilmure,  president  of  the  counsell  and 
sessioun  ;  and  thes  inhabitantes  who  wantes  horssis  and  ar  able,  to  contribute 
with  the  inhabitantes  haveing  horssis  and  not  able,  according  as  they  shal 
be  ordered  be  the  magistrattes. 

1  July,  1661. 
It  is  unanimouslie  concluded  and  ordeaned  that  all  thes  able  inhabitantes  Supply  of 
haveing  hors,  and  did  not  send  them  to  the  sklaittes,  shall  lay  in  tua  sufficient  ^"^^" 
loades  of  lyme,  upon  their  awne  expenssis,  and  lay  it  in  the  chaippell ;    and 
thes  poore  ones  haveing  hors,  and  went  not,  to  be  taken  in  consideratioun  be 
the   magistrattes,   betwixt   and   the   last   day  of   Julie   instant  ;   ilk   persone 
contraveenand  under  the  pane  of  fyve  pundes  Scottes. 

30  September,  1661. 
In  respect  they  ar  informed  ther  is  ane  act  proclaimed  in  Edinburgh,  Qualifica- 
bearing  the  qualificationes  of  magistrattes  and  councell,   and  not  come  to  councillors, 
their  hands,  have  therfor  continewed  the   [meeting]   till  ane  new  day,  and 
ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  send  for  the  said  act. 

14  October,  1661. 

Appojmtes  the  persones  following  for  proportionating  the  moneths  men- Monthly 
teinance,  monethlie,  thrie  scoire  punds  Scottes,  quhairof  the  publict  to  pay  ^^^®^^'^®°*- 
sex  pundes  Scotts,  and  the  inhabitants  fyftie-foure  punds,  viz.  :     .     .     .     . 

This  day  Alexander  Williamsone,  lait  proveist,  reports  that  all  the  Oath  of 
commissioneres  of  burrowes  in  the  last  session  of  parliament  wer  verballie  ^^'®^^"^^" 
ordeaned  to  present  the  oath  of  alleadgeance  to  the  burghes  from  whence 
they  wer  commissionat,  and  this  day  desyred  the  said  oath  might  be 
administered  to  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  to  be  elected.  The  saids 
magistrattes  and  counsell,  all  in  ane  voice,  declaired  they  ar  most  willing  to 
take  the  said  oath  of  alleadgeance,  so  soone  as  ther  shal  be  public  order 
issued  furth  from  the  King,  his  parliament  or  secreit  counsell,  for  adminis- 
trating thairof. 

4  November,  1661. 
Inflictes  upon  Alisone  Elder,  spous  to  Andro  TumbuU,  for  advyseing  hir  Cases  of 
woman  to  pyke  tua  sheaves  of  corne,  in  harvest  last,  fourtie  schilling  Scottes. 
Inflictes  upon  William  Dickisone,  servitor  to  James  Haldine,  younger,   for 
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Calumny 
against  the 
provost. 


Weekly 
market. 


Armed 
youths  and 
servants. 


pykeing  and  takeing  of  thrie  sheaves  corne  in  harvest  last,  going  to  the  coall 
pit,  thrie  punds  ;  and  that  they  be  both  enacted  for  their  behavior  in  tyme 
comeing. 

10  February,  1662. 
Inflictes  upon  John  Edzear  for  alleadging  Alexander  Williamsone,  lait 
proveist,  when  he  was  magistrat,  refuised  him  justice,  and  being  requyred 
quhen  he  sought  justice,  confessit  he  never  sought  justice  of  him,  and  so  found 
to  caluminat  the  said  magistrate,  and  to  lie  in  face  of  counsell,  tuentie  merks 
Scottes. 

24  February,  1662. 
The  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell,  takeing  to  serious  consideratioun 
that  the  weiklie  mercate  of  this  burgh  is  daylie  more  and  more  decaying,  and 
lyklie  to  be  rendered  no  mercate  as  to  the  selling  and  buying  of  meall  formerlie 
in  use  to  be  sold  and  bought  therin,  by  thes  inhabitantes  who  ingrosses  and 
coupes  the  said  sort  of  victuall  privatelie,  without  presenting  therof  to  the 
mercate,  wherthrew  the  poore  are  wronged  by  inhanceing  of  the  pryces  therof, 
and  the  public  good  of  this  burgh  is  prejudged  ;  for  remedie  wherof  the  saids 
proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell,  in  obedience  of  and  conforme  to  divers  and 
sundrie  laudable  acts  of  parliament,  inhibites  and  discharges  all  and  sundrie 
persones  within  this  burgh,  that  buyes  corne  or  meall  to  sell  agane,  to  keepe 
or  hold  any  mor  corne  or  meall  within  this  burgh,  or  outwith  the  samyn,  then 
will  susteane  them  and  their  familie  ;  but  that  the  said  meall  be  presented 
to  the  publict  weikly  mercattes  and  sold  as  the  pryces  goes  in  all  tyme 
comeing,  under  the  panes  conteaned  in  the  saids  actes  of  parliament ;  and 
ordeanes  intimatioun  hereof  to  be  maid  throw  the  burgh,  that  none  may 
pretend  ignorance. 

27  April,  1662. 
The  saids  magistrattes  and  counsell,  takeing  in  consideratioun  the  pro- 
phanite  and  lousnes  that  daylie  abounds  amongs  many  of  the  young  men  and 
servants,  and  the  sad  consequences  that  breakes  out  throw  their  rashness 
and  want  of  consideratioun  in  wearing  of  whingeres,  dow  therfor,  by  this 
[present  act,  inhijbit  and  discharge  all  and  sundry  young  men  and  servants 
within  this  burgh  to  wear  or  carie  any  whingers  [in  tyme  comeing  after  the 
date]  hereof,  imder  the  pane  of  fyve  merks  Scottes  money,  to  be  [tane  of  ilk] 
persone  found  transgressing  hereintill,  and  loiseing  of  the  whinger. 


1662]  OF  THE  BURGH  OF  PEEBLES.  51 

26  May,  1662. 
Ordeanes  Thursday  nixt,  the  29th  of  May,  being  his  Majesties  Restora- Anmversary 
tioun  day,  to  be  observed  and  keept,  conforme  to  the  act  of  parhament  in  all  Restoration, 
poynts,  and  intimatioun  therof  to  be  made  throw  the  toune. 

10  June,  1662. 

Ordeanes  Patrik  Dickisone,  for  offering  violence  to  Alexander  Williamsone,  Offering 
lait  proveist,  and  deporting  himself  uncivillie,  to  pay  to  the  toun  thesaurer  ^.j^^  provost, 
ten  merkes  Scottes,  and  to  be  incarcerat  in  the  tolbooth  the  morrow  morning, 
therin  to  remain  dureing  the  said  Alexander  Williamsone  his  pleasure. 

Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  befor  the  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and  Right  of 
counsell,  be  John  Turnbull,  baker,  burges  of  Pebles,  against  James  Brother- ^  (,iogg_ 
stanes,  elder,  flesheour  there,  craiffand  that  wher  the  said  James  does  daylie 
and  hourlie  trouble  and  molest  the  said  John  Turnbull  and  his  sone,  in  makeing 
ane  commoun  passage  up  and  doun  the  cloise  upon  the  south  syde  of  the 
Hea-streit  of  Pebles,  bounding  with  his  lands  upon  the  eist,  so  that  they 
cannot  get  lived  in  peace,  wheras  he  onlie  hes  libertie  to  and  fra  his  back  hous 
or  barne  and  yaird  in  harvest  tyme,  as  his  infeftments  will  carie,  and  therfor 
intreateand  the  said  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell,  to  ordeane  him  to  produce 
his  rightes,  and  after  cognosceing  therof,  to  restrict  him  to  his  just  right  and 
libertie,  and  to  ordeane  him  to  deport  himself  civillie,  as  the  said  supplicatioune 
beires ;  which,  with  the  said  James  Brotherstanes  his  contract  or  wedsett  and 
infeftment  of  his  back  land,  being  read  and  considered,  and  the  rights, 
reasones  and  allegationes  of  both  parties  hard,  and  therwith  the  saids  proveist, 
baillies,  and  counsell  being  therwith  ryplie  advised,  they  find  the  said  James 
Brotherstanes,  elder,  aucht  and  should  oppine  his  awne  clois,  £ind  ordeanes 
him  to  oppin  the  samyn,  and  findes  he  hes  onlie  libertie  and  privelege  to  his 
yaird  and  barne,  now  rowinois  walles,  in  the  cloise  foote  upthrow  and  down- 
throw the  said  John  Turnbulles  cloise  at  all  occasiounes  neidfull  and  lawful!. 

22  June,  1662. 
Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  Jonet  Diksone,  relict  of  the  deceist  9°"^?®"^^^' 
Mr.   Hew   Ker,   persone  of  Lyne,   and  James  Jonkisone,   burges  of  Pebles,  damage  to 
desyreing  the  counsell  to  discharge  the  leiding  of  eldine  up  and  doun  that  crops, 
balk  lyand  betwixt  their  landes  at  the  Foule-myre,  in  respect  thair  comes  ar 
tramped  and  destroyed  thairby,  the  counsell  findes  the  balk  is  ane  commone 
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rod,  and  cannot  be  stopt,  and  ordeanes  James  Jonkisone  to  fill  up  the  ditche 
castine  at  the  south  end  thairof,  presentlie.  But,  for  preservatioun  of  their 
cornes,  if  any  of  them  shalbe  eatten  or  destroyed  by  thes  who  shall  leid  any 
fewaU  up  and  doun  the  balk,  ordeanes  the  supplicantes,  after  the  eldine  is  led, 
to  compryse  the  skaithe,  yeirlie,  which  is  to  be  payed  be  thes  whois  horssis 
makes  passage  up  and  doune  the  samyn,  except  they  or  their  servantes  purge 
themselves  be  their  oathes. 
Grant  of  Admittes  and  allowes  to  John  Crichtoun  for  his  houssis  at  the  West  port 

Caidmure.  ^f  Pebles  the  libertie  of  the  pasturage  of  tua  grassowmes  upon  Caidmure,  he 
first  infefting  himself  in  the  saids  houssis  holding  of  the  toun,  and  paying 
fourtie  merkes  to  the  toun  thesaurer  as  his  proportion  of  the  money  advanced 
be  the  toune  to  Hundilshope,  and  thairafter  to  enter  to  the  sowmes  pasturage 
and  to  the  tillage  at  the  nixt  breaking  of  the  tilth. 


Caulds  on 

Manor 

Water. 

Stone 
weights. 


Provosts 
fined. 


Acts  anent 

pasturage 

contravened, 


28  July,  1662. 

Appoyntes  this  day  8  dayes,  being  Monday,  for  mending  and  repaireing 
the  caulles  of  Menner  Water,  and  ordeanes  the  haill  toun  horssis,  and  all  thes 
inhabitantes  that  want  horssis,  to  be  wairned  for  that  end. 

Authorizes  and  permittes  John  Murray,  wright,  to  make  weying  stone 
weychtes,  conforme  to  the  tounes  stone,  to  any  persone  in  the  landwart  who 
imployes  him,  with  rings,  the  saids  stones  being  first  visite  be  the  deane  of 
gUd,  and  weichted  be  the  custome  stone  or  tounes  stand,  and  stampted  with 
the  tounes  stampt  of  thrie  fishe,  and  the  pairtie  paying  thairfor  to  the  toun 
thesaurer,  for  ilk  stone,  half  ane  merk  Scottes. 

Ordeanes  John  Plenderleith,  present  proveist,  and  Alexander  Williamsone, 
lait  proveist,  to  pay  to  toun  thesaurer,  ilk  ane  of  them,  fyve  merkes  Scottes 
for  their  miscarriage  befor  the  counsell  and  reflecting  upon  otheris. 

Inflictes  upon  John  Plenderlaith,  present  proveist,  for  keeping  and 
pasturing  oursowmes  upon  Caidmures,  tuentie  merkes  Scottes.  Inflictes  upon 
Robert  Thomsone  for  contravening  the  act  of  counsell  in  setting  his  sowmes 
to  the  herds,  ane  merk  Scottes.  Inflictes  upon  John  Wylie  for  keeping  ane 
oursowme  thair,  eight  merks  Scottes.  Inflictes  upon  John  Cleg  for  setting  his 
tua  sowmes  tuyce  over,  foure  punds  Scottes.  Inflictes  upon  John  Patersone, 
notar,  for  keeping  ane  oursowme  kow  and  ellevine  oursowme  sheepe,  ten 
punds.  Inflictes  upon  John  Greive,  elder,  for  setting  ane  kowes  sowme  tuyce 
over,  fourtie  schiUing  Scottes. 
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11  August,  1662. 

Renewes  the  act  anent  scheirares,  and  ordeanes  their  dayhe  waige  to  be  Harvest 

as  follows  : — to  each  able  man  scheirar  four  schilling  Scottes  ;    and  to  each  ''^^P*^'"^- 

woman  shearer  fourtie  pennies  Scottes,  under  the  paine  of  fourtie  shilling  to 

the  contraveener  giveing  more  than  the  said  waige,  and  tuentie  shilling  to  the 

pairtie  taker  and  contravener  hereof. 

Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  befor  the  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  A  discharged 

Durfifcss  rc- 
of  Pebles,  be  Andrew  Haldene,  messour  thair,  beirand  that  by  act  of  counsell,  stored  to  his 

dated  the  first  day  of  August  j'"  vj''  fyftie-nyne  yeares,  he   is  dischairged  of  freedom. 

his  fredome  as  burges  for  dissobeying  the  magistratt,  exclaimeing  against  him 

in  executioune  of  his  office,  and  breaking  of  the  javill,  as  the  acte  beares,  all 

which  wes  done  by  him  throw  his  weaknes  and  being  overtaken  in  drink,  for 

which  he  is  now  sorrowfuU  and  repents  therefore,  and  therfor  beseikeand  them 

to  rescind  the  said  act,  and  to  repone  him  to  his  friedome,  and  he  should 

labour,  in  Gods  strength,  to  obey  all  the  injunctiones  incumbent  to  ane  burges, 

and  to  deport  himself  more  obedientlie  and  humblie  in  tyme  comeing,  as  the 

said    supplicatioune    beares ;    which    being   read   and   considered,    the   saids 

proveist,  baiUies,  and  counsell  grantes  the  desyre  of  the  said  supplicatioun, 

and  rescindes  the  said  former  act,  and  repones  the  supplicant  to  his  former 

friedome  and  libertie  as  ane  burges  and  frieman  of  this  burgh,  as  if  the  said 

act  had  never  been  made  or  enacted. 

18  August,  1662. 

Renewes  and  ratifies  the  former  act,  22d  October,  1660,  in  the  haill  heides  Disposal  of 
therof,   and  finds  they  have  no  power  to  impose  or  dispose  upon  fynes  of 
transgressores,  without  advyce  and  consent  of  the  magistrattes.' 

19  October,  1662. 

Renewes  the  formar  act  anent  meiting  of  the  counsell,  in  the  haill  heides,  Meetings  of 
articles,  and  claussis   therof,  as   ar  set   doune   eight  of  October  j'"  vj''  sixtie  *^°""*^^ ' 
yeares.' 

Wheras  it  is  reported  be  the  deane  of  gild  and  his  counsell  that  it  is  theOutland 
practice   of   Edinburgh   that   no   outland   man   hes   friedome   to   rin   tar   in™^" 
Edinburgh,   and  therfor  the  same  libertie  may  be  applyed  to   this  burgh, 
ordeanes  the  deane  of  gild  to  purches  ane  certificate  from  the  deane  of  gild 
'  The  act  here  referred  to  has  not  been  preserved. 
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of  Edinburgh  for  proveing  the  practicq,  and  ordeanes  all  outland  men  who 
hes  tar  within  this  burgh  to  find  cawtioun   befor  the  removeall  of  their  tar 
to  be  lyable  to  the  practicq. 
Visitation  of  It  is  caried  be  pluralitie  of  voites  that  the  magistrattes  shall,  in  tyme 

comeing,  visite  the  meall  and  schoe  mercattes,  and  the  weight  of  bread,  becaus 
it  is  reported  be  the  proveist  that  it  is  the  practiq  of  other  burghes,  which 
the  proveist  is  undertaken  to  evidence  by  ane  testimonie  under  the  magis- 
trattes of  Edinburgh,  their  handes,  and  in  the  meanetyme,  whill  this  be 
produced,  the  deane-of-gild  to  exerce  his  power  as  formerhe. 


markets. 


Riot  and 
trespass. 


Town's 
debts. 


Fines  for 
riots. 


Punishment 
for  theft. 


3  November,  1662. 
Authorizes  the  proveist,  baillies,  and  thesaurere  to  persew  John  Scott,  of 
Hundilshope,  and  his  sone  James,  befor  the   sheriff,  for  ryot  done  be  them 
upon  the  tounes  servants  and  them  ;    and  thes  in  Kirktoun  for  eatting  the 
tounes  ground. 

24  November,  1662. 
Nota. — The  nyne  loades  lyme  lent   be   John   Mure,   thesaurer,   to   John 
Murray,  wricht,  remit  to  him  for  his  workmanshipe    done   to   the   hourlich 
and   knock,    and   for   putting  up   chayne   upon   the   croce,   conforme   to   his 
suppUcatioun. 

7  December,  1662. 
Nota. — John  Mure,  lait  thesaurer,  hes  payed  of  the  money  due  be  the  toun 
to  their  creditores  at  Lithgow,  fyve  hundreth  merks,  and  hes  produced  the 
tounes  band  of  the  lyke  sowme  granted  to  John  Androw,  lait  proveist,  till  he 
receive  ane  of  the  bands  from  Linlithgow,  and  ane  particular  receipt  of  the 
last  yeares  annualrent. 

22  December,  1662. 

It  is  agried  upon  and  ordeaned  that,  since  Michaelmes  j'"  vj*"  sixtie, 
and  for  this  running  yeare,  the  magistrattes  shall  have  the  just  equal  half 
of  all  ryottes  payed  to  them  be  the  toun  thesaurer,  after  he  hes  collected  and 
ingathered  the  samyn  from  the  transgressores. 

James  Byres,  servitour  to  John  Plenderleith,  lait  proveist  of  Pebles, 
haveing  confest  that  finding  ane  key  in  the  hea-streit  in  the  Northgat,  did 
therwith  oppin  his  maisteres  wyne  seller  doore,  and,  being  challengit  therupon 
be  his  maister  and  his  W5^e,  went  and  threw  the  key  in  the  water  of  Tweid  ; 
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and  als  after  sequestratioun  of  the  said  James  his  chist  be  the  magistrattes, 
and  oppining  [of  the  same]  and  finding  thairin  some  body  cloithes  and  other 
things  belanging  to  the  deceist  Mr.  Andrew  Watsone,  and  some  other  things 
belonging  to  other  persones,  did  also  confes  the  pykeing  and  steilling  [therof], 
and  therfor  the  saids  magistrattes  and  counsell  ordeanes  [the  said]  James 
Byres  to  be  put  on  the  publict  joiges,  and  to  stand  there  for  the  space  of  ane 
hour  upon  ane  mercate  day,  in  mercate  tyme  of  day,  with  ane  paper  upon  his 
head  bearing  his  dittay,  and  therafter  to  be  enacted  in  the  toun  court  bookes, 
not  to  be  [fund]  within  the  libertie  of  this  burgh,  under  the  paine  of  death. 

2  February,  1663. 

It  is  unanimouslie  agried  upon,  and  statute,  that  the  quartermaisteres  Quarter- 
shall  have  the  third  pairt  of  all  fynes  imposed  upon  thes  that  hes  bene  or  shal  ^^ll^^  ^ 
be  found  transgressores  of  the  act  for  keeping  the  tounes  propper  landes,  both 
for  the  last  year  and  in  tyme  comeing. 

8  March,  1663. 

It  is  unanimouslie  concluided  and  resolved  that  the  toun  provid  ane  silver  Cup  and 
cup  of  the  valie  not  exceiding  fyve  punds  sterling,  with  werkmanshipe,  to  be  Beltane  race, 
run  at  [the  morne  after  Beltane  day ;    and]  ane  saidle  to  be  run  the  morne 
after  the  cup  of  tuentie  [punds]  ;    advise  anent  tyme  and  the  way  with  my 
Lord  Tweiddale.     Authorizes  Thomas  Smyth,  clerk,  to  goe  in  to  Edinburgh, 
and  bespeak  my  Lord  Tweiddale,  and  to  buy  the  cup  and  saidle. 

27  April,  1663. 

It  is  unanimouslie  statute  and  ordeaned  be  the  haill  counseU,  with  consent  Corn  mill 
of  James  Haldines,  elder  and  younger,   takismen  of  the  corne  milnes,  both  ™^^^"'^^^' 
present,  that,  in  all  tyme  comeing,  ther  shal  be  keept  in  the  saids  milnes  ane 
firloit  and  half-firloit,  ane  peck  and  hah-peck,  and  ane  cap,  alanerlie,   for 
measureing  the  stock,  multure,  and  knaveship  of  all  sort  of  victuall ;    and  the 
toun  thesaurer  to  make  ane  new  peck,  with  ane  half-peck  on  the  other  syde. 

Inhibites  and  discharges  aU  and  whatsumever  persones  within  this  burgh  Zealand 
to  cast  any  divoittes  or  faill  upon  the  tounes  propper  landes  or  loanings 
(except  upon  the  commounes)  for  muck  or  any  other  use,  exceptand  for  the 
use  of  houssis  to  be  presentlie  maide  use  of  be  thes  that  caussis  cast  them. 
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18  May,  1663. 
Beltane  race.  George  Thomsone,  thesaurer,  to  be  comptable  for  tuentie-sevine  punds, 

iij  s.  for  the  inputtes  to  cup  and  saidle  at  Beltane  race  last  (after  all  expenss 
is  payed),  wherof  ane  leid  shilling. 


Waddins- 
hope. 


Hamilton 
Hill. 

Lime. 


Resetting  a 
stranger ; 
arrestment 
of  goods. 


Brothering. 


29  June,  1663. 

Authorizes  the  clerk  to  wryte  ane  letter  to  Haystoun,  to  be  subscrivit  be 
the  magistrattes  and  most  pairt  of  the  counsell,  desyreing  him  to  sist  the 
executioun  of  the  letters  of  lawburrowes  against  the  inhabitantes,  and  they 
shall  move  and  cans  the  inhabitantes  enact  themselves  that  they  shall  not 
hereafter  cast  any  fewall  without  the  Flow  moss  of  Weddenshope,  upon  his 
awne  propertie,  he  dispensing  to  permit  them  to  leid  the  peites  casten  this 
yeir  upoun  the  Flow  moss. 

Ordeanes  and  authorizes  the  magistrattes  to  caus  hound  and  poynd  all 
uncouth  goods  found  pasturand  upon  Homiltoune. 

Authorizes  the  baillies  to  caus  all  thes  inhabitantes,  haveing  horssis,  that 
brocht  not  home  lyme  to  my  Lord  Tueiddale,  to  caus  them  send  the  saids 
horssis  to  the  tounes  lyme,  upon  Weddensday  come  eight  dayes,  at  night, 
under  the  pane  of  ten  shilling  Scottes  ilk  persone  failyeand,  and  to  be  wairded 
till  he  pay  it. 

3  August,  1663. 

Inflictes  upon  Patrik  Brotherstanes  for  contra veening  the  act  of  counsell, 
in  resetting  William  Crichton,  tinker,  tuentie  shillings  Scottes  ;  the  thesaurer 
to  caus  arreist  the  stone  or  sex  quarteres  woole,  belonging  to  Crichtoune, 
in  John  Dicksones  hous,  till  he  be  re  payed  of  the  pryce  of  dailies  and  others 
payed  for  his  daughters  chist,  and  Patrick  Brotherstanes  repayit  of  the  said 
tuentie  shillings. 

Considering  the  manifold  abuises  and  offences  committed  be  the  men 
servantes  of  this  burgh,  and  the  unlimited  libertie  taken  be  them,  occasioned 
by  ane  lawless  and  unwarrantable  evill  practicq  called  be  them  '  brothering,' 
for  remeidie  wherof  they  inhibite  and  discharge  all  and  sindrie  servantes 
within  this  burgh,  at  any  tyme  hereafter,  to  stres  or  force  any  of  their  fellow 
servants  to  that  unwarrantable  practicq  of  brothering,  without  the  speciall 
counsell,  advyce,  and  consent  of  thair  maister  or  mistris  first  had  thairto, 
and  that  under  the  paine  of  the  los  of  ane  termes  fie,  be  that  ilk  persone  that 
shal  be  found  to  contra veene  this  act,  and  to  be  further  censured  as  the  counsell 
shall  think  fitt. 
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17  August,  1663. 
William    Porteous,    John   Hopkirk,    servitour   to   proveist   Williamsone ;  Taking  peats 
William  Tuedy,  servitour  to  baillie  Horsbruik ;    John  Horsbniik,  servitour  to  perniission 
Alexander  Horsbruik ;    James  Caitcheone,  servitour  to  Marioun  Thomsone, 
present,  grantes  leiding  of  John  Mack  and  Thomas  Hayes,  in  Spittlehope, 
their  peittes,  castin  upon  the  tonnes  eister  mossis,  without  any  publict  ordour 
from  the  magistrattes  or  counsell.     Inflictes  upon  each  ane  of  them,  to  be 
payed  to  the  toun  thesaurer,  threttie  schilling  Scottes. 

23  September,  1663. 
George  Thomsone,  thesaurer,  to  be  comptable  for  fyfteine  punds  Scottes,  Horse  sold 
as  the  pryce  of  ane  old  gray  naige  apprehendit  in  the  hands  of  William  Ogilvie,  testimonial 
wanting  ane  testimonial,  at  Bartlemas  last,  and  sold  to  William  Robisone. 


5  October,  1663. 

James  Wadie  and  Thomas  Horsbruik  accused  and  pro  vine  for  pykeing,  Thefts  of 

corn  £     ' 
grass. 


ather  of  them,  ane  sheife  of  corne  in  harvest ;    and  John  Tait,  traveller,  for 


stealling  and  pykeing  of  grase  in  somer  last :  ordeanes  James  Wadie  to  pay 
to  the  toun  thesaurer  ten  merkes  Scottes  ;  and  the  said  Thomas  Horsbruik, 
ten  merks  ;  and  the  said  John  Tait,  fourtie  schilling ;  to  be  incarcerate  for 
the  space  of  fourtie-eight  houres,  and  to  enact  themselves  not  to  doe  the  lyke 
in  tyme  comeing,  under  the  paine  of  publict  punishment  at  the  mercate  croce 
with  their  dittayes  in  a  paper  upon  their  foirheades. 

19  October,  1663. 

Produced  the  eque,  1663,  be  Alexander  Williamsone,  proveist,  delyverit  Exchequer 
to  the  clerk.  accounts. 

It  is  unanimouslie  statute  and  concluided  be  the  haill  counsell  (except  Inspection  of 
John  Smyth,  dean  of  gild)  that  the  visiteing  of  the  meiU,  salt,  bread,  fish,  ™aJ"^«*s. 
fleshe,  and  shoe  mercattes  ar  competent  and  proper  to  the  magistrattes,  con- 
forme  to  the  practicq  of  Edinburgh ;  and  therfor  authorizes  the  magistrattes 
to  discharge  that  duety  in  tyme  comeing ;  and  the  fynes  to  be  imposed  upon 
the  transgressores  to  be  imployed  as  other  ryotts  ;  all  forstalleris  and  regrait- 
teris  to  belong  to  the  deane  of  gild. 

James    Brotherstanes,    youngest    sone    to    James    Brotherstanes,    elder,  A  disobedient 
grantes  refuising  to  present  his  meall  to  the  publict  mercat  upon  Tuesday 
last,  when  he  was  requyred  be  the  baillies  and  deane  of  gild,  contemning  the 
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Kilns  and 
steipstancs. 


baillies,  not  reverencing  them,  and  saying : — Devill  be  in  the  wombes  in 
Peebles  if  they  eat  any  of  my  meall  under  ellevine  schilhng  the  peck ;  comes 
in  will  thairfor,  imposes  upon  him  to  pay  to  the  toun  thesaurer  ten  merkes 
Scottes  money. 

16  November,  1663. 
Ordeanes  all  awneris  and  heritores  of  the  kilns  and  steipstanes  within 
this  burgh  to  len  the  saids  kilns  and  steipstanes  to  neighboures,  towre  about, 
when  they  ar  discreetlie  borrowed,  upon  the  ordinarie  waiges. 


Horses. 


Fines  for 
assaults. 


30  November,  1663. 
The  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell,  finding  ther  is  many  inhabitantes 
of  this  burgh  that  followes  no  laufull  traide  or  service,  that  buyes  hors  to 
travell  withall,  and  wanting  hors  meat  of  their  awne  ar  necessitat  in  the 
summer  tyme  to  oppres  their  neighbours  gras,  and  in  the  harvest  and  winter 
their  neighboures  come  and  strae,  wherthrow  the  mouthes  of  thes  that  ar  so 
wronged  and  opprest,  both  to  burgh  and  landward,  ar  oppined  against  the 
magistrattes  of  this  burghe,  in  not  pwnisheing  and  suppressing  of  such 
wranges  ;  for  remedie  wherof,  and  preventing  the  farther  [grievances],  they 
hereby  enact,  statute,  and  ordeane,  that  no  burgess  or  inhabitant  of  this 
burgh,  of  whatsoever  qualitie  or  degree,  on  whatsoever  pretence,  keepe  any 
hors  or  meeres  in  any  tyme  comeing,  except  they  have  or  provyde  for  so  much 
grase  or  strae  of  their  awne  as  will  feed  the  saids  horssis  without  wronging  or 
oppressing  their  neighboures,  ather  in  burgh  or  landward,  under  the  paines 
following — ilk  persone  found  contraveenand  this  act  to  satisfie  the  pairtie 
skaithed  of  the  value  of  the  skaith,  themselves  to  be  banished  and  put  furth 
of  this  burgh,  and  thair  horssis  or  meires  to  be  confiscate  for  the  use  of  the 
poore. 

11  January,  1664. 

Inflictes  upon  John  Edzear,  for  ryot  committed  be  him  upon  Thomas 
Rankeine,  in  casting  stones  at  him  off  the  steepheid,  when  he  was  wairded  as 
in  court  book,  tuentie  punds  Scottes,  and  to  be  incarcarate  till  the  samyn 
be  payed. 

Inflictes  upon  Agnes  Bell,  for  blood  and  ryot  committed  be  hir  upon 
Besse  Kirkhope,  hir  servant  woman,  thrie  punds  Scottes  money.  (This  is 
remit  upon  supplicatioun,  18th  January,  1664.) 
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1  February,  1664. 
Inhibittes   all   burgessis   and   inhabitantes   within   burgh   to   resett   any  Strangers, 
strangeris  or  outland  persones,  or  sett  any  houssis  to  them,  without  sufficient 
testimonialles,  approvine  be  the  minister  and  sessioun,  ilk  persone  contra- 
veenand  to  pay  tuentie  punds  toties  quoties. 

21  March,  1664. 

James    Melrose,    sone   laufull   to   umquhile   William    Melrose,    flesheour.  Town  officer 
burges  of  Pebles,  is  be  the  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell,  creat,  admitted,  drummer 
and  receaved  ane  of  the   toun   officieres  and  drummer  of  this  burgh,   till 
Michaelmes  nixt,  upon  the  accustomed  and  wonted  casuahties,  who,  sworne, 
hes  given  his  oath  of  fidelitie  thairanent. 

Ordeanes  James  WiUiamsone,  thesaurer,  to  cans  saw  ane  peck,  or  half  Glentress 
ane   peck,    oattes   upon   that   fold   teilled   and   sawine   be   Adam    Lytill,    of*^°™°^°^' 
Winkstoun,  upon  Glentres  commoun,  and  to  harrow  the  samyn,  for  keeping 
the  tonnes  possessioun ;    this  done  with  the  consent  of  Adam  Lytill,  and  to 
take  away  the  contraversie  betuixt  and  Lambmes  nixt. 

Ordeanes  the  said  thesaurer  to  cans  make  and  buy  ane  silver  cuppe,  of  Beltane  race, 
the  value  of  fyftie  or  thrie  scoire  punds,  with  my  Lord  Tueidale  and  the  tounes 
armes  thairupon,  and  the  tounes  motto  ;    and  ane  saidle  of  tuentie  punds 
value  or  thairabOut ;    the  cup  to  be  run  at  upon  the  first  Thursday  of  May 
nixt,  and  the  saidle  the  morne  after. 

2  May,  1664. 

John  Lauder,  of  Hethpole,  grantes  burning  the  hether  upon  the  commones  Heather 
called  Annitshopheid  and  the  Black-brae,  and  without  the  tounes  consent ;  turning, 
promises  not  to  doe  the  lyke  in  tyme  comeing. 

George  Thomsone,  lait  thesaurer,  to  be  comptable  for  four  punds  viij  s.  Lime  sent 

Scottes,  restand  in  his  hands,  deficients  of  the  lyme  sent  to  Sir  John  Gilmure,  *°    . ^    . 
'  '  J  J  >  president. 

president. 

23  May,  1664. 
Appoyntes  and  authorizes  John  Plenderlaith,  James  Williamsone,  George  Exchange  of 
Thomsone,    Alexander    Horsbruik,    and   Alexander   Jonkisone,    and   Thomas  P^^*'™*^^- 
Tueddell  to  goe  this  day  and  visite  the  mos  that  Haystoun  offeris  to  give  to 
the  toune  in  lue  of  that  mos  wherin  the  toun  hes  heirtofore  been  in  possessioun 
in  casting  and  away  leiding  of  peittes,  and  to  report  this  day ;   who  reportes 
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Cardrona. 


An 
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that  the  said  mos  offered  be  Hayistoun  in  lue  of  the  other,  with  the  mos 
betwixt  and  the  Pott  of  Weyr,  is  als  good  as  the  other  mos  quhairin  the  town 
was  in  possessioun,  wherwith  the  connsell  and  communite  wer  content,  and 
accepts  of  for  the  present. 

27  June,  1664. 

Inflictes  upon  James  Brisbaine,  for  ryot  committed  be  him  upon  Wilhame 
Govane  of  Cardrona,  in  cutting  and  takeing  of  tua  tries  off  Cardrona  land, 
ten  [merks]  Scottes  money. 

The  cou'nsell  licentiates  Alexander  Borthwik,  wright,  upon  his  sufficient 
testimoniall  of  his  l5^e  and  conversatioun,  to  come  to  this  burgh  and  follow 
his  calling  dureing  the  counsellis  pleasure,  in  respect  of  the  workmen  in  the 
toun  ar  not  able  to  compas  the  work  of  the  burgh. 

Nominates  and  appoyntes  Alexander  Wilhamsone,  present  proveist, 
commissioner  to  the  conventione  of  burowes  to  be  holdin  at  Edinburgh 
the  tuentie  eight  of  June  instant,  and  to  make  the  exchequher  compt  and 
bespeak  my  lord  Quhytkirk'  anent  my  lord  Tiviotes  right  of  his  mercate 
at  Lyntoun. 

Ordeanes  Thomas  Bennett,  Thomas  Grieve,  and  William  Williamsone,  for 
traduceing  the  magistrattes  and  counsell,  to  be  presentlie  wairded  dureing 
the  magistrattes  pleasure ;  continewis  their  farther  censure  to  the  nixt 
counsell  day. 

11  July,  1664. 

William  Williamsone,  present,  grantes  calumniateing  the  proveist,  in 
saying  he  sold  ane  number  of  the  tounes  commoun  goods,  as  Bridghousknow, 
Homildoune,  Winkstoun  commone,  the  excis,  and  the  heath  betuixt  the  toun 
and  Briglands.  The  counsell  unanimoushe  concluids  and  ordeans  him  to  pay 
to  the  toune  thesaurer  ten  punds  Scottes,  to  be  wairded  whill  it  be  payed, 
and  suspendis  his  friedome  as  ane  burges  dureing  the  counsellis  pleasure. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell,  after  visiteing  of  James  Birsbaine  his  tries 
in  his  yaird,  upon  complaint  maide  be  Thomas  Smyth,  ordeanes  the  said 
James  Birsbaine  to  sued  and  keip  thes  brainches  of  his  tries  that  lyes  over  the 
said  Thomas  his  backhall  or  windowes  thairof,  betuixt  and  Candilmes  nixt. 


1  August,  1664. 
f "^h^f^^°*  Issobell  Donaldsone,  present,  accused  for  pykeing,  steUling,  and  resetting 

of  some  cloithes  belonging  to  Marione  Dicksone,  spous  to  James  Hay  ;  grantes, 
^  Sir  John  Scougal  of  Whytekirk,  a  judge  in  the  Court  of  Session. 
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ordeanes  hir  to  stand  in  the  joigges  to-morrow  in  mercate  t3ane  of  day,  ane 
hour,  and  thairafter  to  be  banisht  furth  of  the  town,  and  her  eldine  to  be 
given  to  poore  neighbouris. 

26  September,  1664. 

Ordeanes  all  burgesses  and  inhabitants  within  this  burgh  who  buyes  and  Price  of 
sellis  eggs,  to  sell  the  samyn  in  all  t5ane  comeing  for  sextein  pennies  the^^^^' 
dussone,  under  the  pane  of  fourtie  schilling,  toties  quoties,  to  the  contravener. 

Inflictes   upon   John   Blackstokes,   merchant,   be   payment   to   the   toun  Raising  price 
thesaurer,  for  raiseing  the  pryce  of  the  salt,  and  refuseing  to  sell  the  samyn 
at  the  raite  others  sold,  ane  merk  Scottes. 

17  October,  1664. 

Nominattes    and    authorizes    the    present    magistrattes,    with    provest  Repairing 
Wniiamsone,  thesaurer,  and  clerk,  to  meit  with  the  warkmen,  and  agrie  with  ^  ^^^^ ' 
them  anent  repaireing  of  the  chappell. 

It  is  unanimouslie   concluided  and  statute  that  the  haill  members  of  Wearing  of 
counsell  shall  buy  and  wear  hattes  at  all  occasiones  when  they  ar  called  to  enjoined, 
wait  upon  the  magistrattes,  and  when  they  come  to  the  counsell,  and  to 
provide  themselves  thairintill  betuixt  and  Yule  next,  Uk  persone  contraveenand 
under  the  pane  of  vj  s.  viij  d.  for  ilk  failzea,  toties  quoties.     Item,  the  magis- 
trattes ordeaned  to  weare  hatts  day  lie. 

14  November,  1664. 
The  which  day,   upon  ane  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  John  Crichtoun,  House  near 
gairdner  in  Neidpath,  bearand  that  he  intendis  to  raise  and  build  ane  gavill  to  at\he^  West 
ane  hous  upon  the  north  syde  of  the  steiple  of  Pebles,  situate  at  the  West  Port. 
Port,  and  thairfor  desyred  licence  and  libertie  to  found  the  samyn  upon  the 
first  tua  scairsmentes  of  the  putt  laitlie  joynd  to  the  said  steiple  ;   which  being 
read  and  considered,  and  after  visiteing  of  the  ground,  the  magistrattes  and 
counsell  grantes  licence  and  libertie  to  the  said  supplicant,  John  Crichtoun, 
to  found  the  said  gavill  upon  the  saids  tua  outter  or  first  scairsments  of  the 
said  putt  joynd  to  the  steiple,  the  said  John  Crichtoun  not  extending  or 
enlarging  the  said  gavill  beyond  the  saids  tua  first  scairsments,  and  he  and 
his  heires  and  successores  keepand  ane  oppin  entrie  and  passage  betuixt  his 
slaitt  hous  and  his  hous  newlie  built,  for  ishe  and  entrie  to  the  toun  and  their 
successores  to  and  frae  the  wester  back  doore  of  the  chaippel  or  prayer-hous 
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belonging  to  the  said  burgh,  at  all  occasiones  neidfull,  when  they  shall  have  to 
doe  thairwith  any  maner  of  way,  ather  be  entrie  in  and  out  at  the  said  dor, 
or  for  repaireing  of  the  west  syde  of  the  said  chaippell,  which  he  hereby  binds 
and  obleidges  him  his  heires  executones  and  successores  to  doe.  [Sic 
subscribitur :]  T.  Smyth,  notarius  in  premissis,  de  mandato  prenominati 
Joannis  Crichtoun,  scribere  (vt  asseruit)  nescii,  manu  sua. 

5  December,  1664. 

Intimatioun  and  warneing  maid  to  Mr.  Robert  Smyth,  scoolmaister,  that 
he  is  to  have  no  more  constant  stipend  yearlie  off  the  toun  of  Peebles,  after 
the  tuentie-thrid  of  Maii  next,  except  the  old  stipend,  being  tua  hundreth 
merks  yearlie  with  his  chalmer  maille,  his  peittes,  and  quarter  payment ; 
otherwayes  to  provyde  for  himself  thairafter. 

John  Cleg,  youngest  laufull  sone  to  umquhile  Charles  Cleg,  in  Peebles,  is 
creat  and  admitted  drummer  and  ane  of  the  toun  ofhciares,  indureing  the 
counselles  pleasure,  upon  the  accustomed  fies  and  casualities  ;  present,  sworne, 
gave  his  oath  of  fidelitie  thairanent. 

6  February,  1665. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  unanimouslie  concluides  and  ordeanes  that 
in  all  tyme  comeing  the  commountie  of  Glentres  and  Hethpoole  be  visit  and 
gone  about  be  the  haill  inhabitantes  yearlie,  upon  Witsounday,  and  to  sett 
huttes  betuixt  the  propperties  and  commounties. 


Pasturage 
on  common 
lands. 

Waulkmill 
lands. 


27  February,  1665. 
Authorizes  the  magistrattes  to  conveane  all  the  inhabitants,  tennentes, 
and  herds,  that  had  any  goods  pasturand  since  Witsounday  last,  upon  the 
tonnes  propper  lands,  and  clear  their  sowmes,  upon  their  oathes  of  veritie. 

Ordeanes  and  authorizes  James  Williamsone,  thesaurer,  to  cans  teill  and 
saw  the  Walkmilne  lands,  for  the  tonnes  use,  with  peis,  at  his  awne  con- 
veniencie  and  seasone  of  the  year. 
Selling  tar  to  William  Wilsone  and  William  Young,  merchants  in  Pebles,  led  witnesses 
unfreemen.  ^^^  proveing  whether  or  not  Alexander  Horsbruik,  deane  of  gild,  sold  tarr 
himself,  or  gave  libertie  to  other  merchants  in  toun  to  sell  tarr  to  unfriemen 
in  the  country ;  sworne.  William  Wilsone  depones  that  Adam  Russell,  in 
Stobo,  came  doune  to  the  deane  of  gild  and  desyred  libertie  of  him  to  buy 
tarr  and  topp  the  same  againe,   who  ansuered  he  wald  give  him  Ubertie 
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provyding  the  said  Adam  wald  buy  tarr  from  none  elsquhair  but  from  the 

merchants  in  Peebles,  and  for  that  effect  to  come  befor  the  gUdrie  court  and 

make  faith  thairupon,  and  the  said  Wilham  Wilsone  was  called  for  that  effect ; 

William  Young,  also  sworne,  depones  that  upon  Adam  Russelles  requyreing 

libertie  from  the  deane  of  gild  to  buy  and  sell  tarr  the  dean  of  gild  gave  him 

libertie  to  sell  and  topp  thes  tua  barrelles  of  tarr  bocht  from  him  and  William 

Wilsone,  provyding  he  fand  cawtioun  to  sell  no  more,  who  fand  William 

Wilsone  cawtioun.     Adam  Russell,  in  Peebles,  also  sworne ;    nihil  novit  nisi 

ex  auditu. 

20  March.  1665. 

The  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  does  unanimouslie  [statute]  ^"<i  f '^^g^^^^Jig 
ordeane  that  in  all  tyme  comeing,  no  burges  heir  shall  exerce  any  burgh, 
friemans  traiding  within  [this  burgh],  after  his  majoritie,  under  the  notion  of 
[stallengers],  more  than  tua  yeares,  except  they  be  admitted  [be  the  counsell]  ; 
and  that  thes  who  ar  past  minoritie,  and  ar  majors,  shall  not  exerce  ane 
friemans  traide,  except  they  be  receaved  friemen  betuixt  and  Michaelmes 
nixt ;  and  that  no  stranger  or  incomer  exerce  ane  friemanes  trade  above  ane 
year  after  their  incomeing,  under  the  notion  of  stallenger,  except  they  be 
admitted  burgessis  within  year  and  day  after  their  incomeing. 

Authorizes  the  thesaurer  to  buy  ane  silver  cup,  with  my  Lord  Tueiddaill  Beltane  race, 
and  the  tonnes  armes,  to  be  run  at  ane  foireschot ;    and  ane  saidle,  at  the 
afterschot,  upon  the  Whythauch-mure. 

Infiictes  upon  John  Horsbruik,  for  ryot  commited  be  him,  his  wyfe,  and^^sesof 
servant  woman,  upon  James  Wadie  and  his  wyfe,  in  the  said  James  Wadie 
his  hous,  under  silence  and  cloud  of  night,  ten  punds  Scottes  money.  Infiictes 
upon  Thomas  Williamsone,  younger,  notar,  for  ryot  done  be  him  upon  Andro 
Haldane,  threttie  schilling  Scotts.  Infiictes  upon  Thomas  WiUiamsone, 
youngest,  for  ryot  done  be  him  upon  Andro  Hislop,  tuentie  schilling. 

The  walk  milne  land  set  to  Thomas  Patersone  this  running  year  and  Waulk  mill 
cropt  1665,  payable  betuixt  and  Beltane  1666,  for  threttie  punds. 

24  April,  1665. 

Ordeanes  all  the  middings  to  be  removed  off  streit,  betuixt  and  Satterday  Street 
nixt  at  night,  under  the  paine  of  fyve  [merkes]. 

The   magistrattes   and   counsell   unanimouslie   concluides,    statutes,    and  A  brawler 
ordeanes    Hew    Black,    for    his    miscariage,    tuilzeang,    upon    Tuesday   last,  P" 
breaking  [sundrie]  doores,  offering  injurie  to  sundrie  of  the  inhabitantes,  and 
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his  curseing,  swearing,  and  imprecating,  to  be  put  in  the  stockes  at  the  croce, 
upon  Weddensday  nixt,  and  to  ly  ther  the  space  of  ane  hour,  with  ane  paper 
upon  his  face  written  in  great  letters,  and  thairafter  to  be  banishit  this  toun, 
and  if  he  be  scene  or  fand  in  the  burgh  at  any  tyme  hereafter,  without  ane 
call  and  publict  authoritie,  then  to  suffer  death  as  ane  adulterer. 

24  May,  1665. 

The  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  ordeanes  Alexander  Horsbruik,  James 
Wnhamsone,  sone  laufuU  to  Alexander  WiUiamsone,  lait  proveist,  and  Gawin 
Thomsone,  to  sett  downe  the  huttes  and  merches  about  Pilmure  and  Hutcheon- 
field,  as  they  wer  sett  be  the  toun  of  before,  to-morrow,  which  the  said 
Alexander  Horsbruik  and  Gawin  Thomsone,  present,  hes  promeised  to  doe. 
And  appoyntes  Fryday  nixt,  with  consent  of  the  saids  Alexander  Williamsone, 
Alexander  Horsbruik,  and  Gawin  Thomsone,  to  sett  the  saids  huttes  or 
merches  betuixt  the  propperties  of  Hutcheonfield,  Melvingsland,  and  Fouladge, 
and  the  commountie  of  Pilmure,  according  as  foure  or  fyve  indifferent  honest 
men,  upon  their  oathes,  to  be  sworne  be  the  said  proveist,  shall  depone  and 
declaire.  As  also  it  is  concluided  and  enacted  that  Glentres  [common],  from  the 
Cram  sykes  and  Fouladge  syke  be  [gone  about],  and  huttes  cast  in  betuixt 
the  propperties  and  commones  to  the  water-fall  and  water-shed  of  the  hill 
[for  their  con]veniencie,  and  the  laird  of  Blakbaronie,  and  the  rest  of  the 
heritouris  bordering  with  the  [lands  to  be]  adverteised  thairof. 

Appoyntes  and  desyres  the  magistrattes  to  bespeak  William  Horsbruik, 
of  that  ilk,  sheref-deput,  William  Russell  and  Alexander  Young,  tenant  in 
Scheilgreen,  anent  the  ordering  the  pastureing  of  the  tonnes  yeild  sheepe  upon 
the  commounes,  tour  about,  according  to  the  boundes  of  the  commounes  lying 
and  bordering  to  the  severall  heritores  properties  round  about. 

12  June,  1665. 
It  is  found  out  that  the  haiU  sheepe,  contrair  the  first  act  of  counsell, 
wer  sent  away  with  consent  of  the  twa  bailies  and  some  of  the  common- 
alitie,  and  that  the  same  haiU  sheepe,  contrair  the  second  and  last  act  of 
counsell,  was  brocht  off  the  commounes  to  Cadmures  be  James  Williamsone, 
thesaurer,  and  the  herdes  (as  the  herdes  assertes).  The  counsell  to  take  their 
censure  to  consideratioun  for  their  contraveening  the  actes,  according  to  their 
deserving.  And  ordaines  the  haill  yewes  and  lambes  to  goe  to-morrow 
morning  to  the  Eister  commones  to  pasture,  the  first  day  upon  the  commone 
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bordering  with  Swynhope  and  Hescheill ;  the  second  tua  dayes  upon  the 
commounes  bordering  with  EscheUles  and  Spittelhope ;  the  nixt  thrie  dayes 
upon  the  commounes  bordering  with  Scheillgreen ;  the  nixt  tua  dayes  upon 
the  commounes  bordering  with  Hethpoole ;  and  the  nixt  tua  dayes  upon  the 
commounes  bordering  with  Fouladge,  Flat,  and  Winkestoun. 

19  June,  1665. 

Ordeanes  all  the  commoun  meall  makers  within  this  burgh  to  present  Meal,  wool, 
and  bring  to  the  weiklie  mercate  ane  full  seek  of  meall,  if  he  have  als  much  ""**^'"'  **^- 
within  his  hous  or  in  town,  and  if  not  so  much,  that  he  present  what  he  hes 
maide ;  and  dischairges  all  and  sundrie  merchants  or  inhabitants  to  buy  any 
woole,  butter,  or  cheis,  that  shall  come  in  to  the  burgh  to  sell  without  weying 
thairof  with  the  custome  weightes,  or  satisfieing  the  customer ;  ilk  persone 
contraveenand  under  the  paine  of  fourtie  schilling  Scottes,  toties  quoiies. 

Avisandum   with  my  Lord  Tueiddailles  letter  till  the  inhabitantes  be  Letter  from 
conveaned,  who  ar  to  be  conveaned  tomorrow  morning.  ^^i^  g^  ^^ 

Shielgreen. 

20  June,  1665. 

The  counsell,   with  the  inhabitantes  present,   after  reiding  of  my  lord  Proposal  to 
Tueiddales  letter  anent  divyding  of  the  commoun  bordering  with  Schielgreen,  shielgreen 
have  resolved  and  concluded  to  wryt  to  my  lord,  and  give  his  lordship  informa-  common, 
tioun  of  the  trueth  of  the  bussines ;    and  nominattes  and  appoyntes   John 
Plenderlaith  and  John  Andrew  to  pen  and  back  the  letter. 

28  June,  1665. 
The  proveist,   baillies,   and  counsell  of  Peebles  and  the  haill  burgessis  Council  and 
haveing  tenements  of  land  that  ar  present,  doe  all  unanimouslie  concluide,  J-gg^j^g^  ^ 
agrie,  and  condiscend  that  the  commoune  bordering  with  my  lord  Tueiddales  divide 
lands  of  Schielgreen  be  equallie  divyded  betuixt  the  said  noble  earle  and  the     ^^S^^^^- 
toun,  provyding  allwayes  the  toun  have  reservatioun  of  casting,  winning,  and 
away  leiding  of  fewall,  feall,  and  divoit  upon  the  said  haill  commoune  as 
formerlie  they  had,  and  reservatioun  of  passage  to  and  fra  the  same  upon  the 
wonted  roddes  and  gaittes ;    and  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  to  wryte  to 
my  lord  Tueddaill  to  the  purpose. 

10  July,  1665. 
The  proveist,  baiUies,  counsell,  and  haill  burgessis  present  this  day  (except  ^^7^^^°°  o^ 
Patrick  Brotherstanes  and  WiUiam  Robisone)  unanimousUe  resolves,  condiscendes. 
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and  agrees,  without  contradictione,  that  the  commoune  bordering  with 
the  lands  of  Schielgreen  belonging  to  the  eari  of  Tueddell  be  divyded 
without  any  reservatioun  of  fewaU,  provyding  allwayes  the  toun  have  frie 
passage  to  and  frae  the  commoune  eister  peit  mos  upon  the  wonted  and  used 
roddes  and  passages,  and  the  tounes  right  and  libertie  to  the  same  mos  being 
alwayes  preserved  and  secured ;  and  hes  nominat  and  elects  John  Plender- 
laith,  present  proveist,  Alexander  Williamsone,  and  John  Andrew,  lait 
proveist,  to  treite  and  meit  with  William  Horsbruik  of  that  Uk,  Mr.  Alexander 
Spittal,  and  John  Russell,  persones  nominat  be  the  earle  of  Tueddale  anent 
the  divisione  of  the  said  commoune,  and  to  report  to  the  counseU. 


Division  of 
Shielgreen. 


Resolution 
not  to  divide 
Shielgreen. 


Commis- 
sioner to  the 
Parliament 
and 

convention 
of  burghs. 
The  plague 
in  London. 


17  July,  1665. 
The  fornamed  persons  appoynted  to  meit  with  my  lord  Tueddailes 
commissioneris  anent  the  divisione  of  the  commoune  bordering  with  Scheil- 
green,  haveing  reported  their  diligence,  the  counsell  unanimouslie  condescends 
and  concluids  that  it  shalbe  in  the  option  of  my  lord  ather  to  sett  the  commoun 
in  tua  equall  pairts,  and  the  toun  to  take  their  choice,  or  the  toun  to  set  and 
my  lord  to  take  his  choice  of  the  divisione ;  or  that  the  samyn  be  divyded 
be  foure  indifferent  men,  mutuallie  to  be  chosine,  and  efter  to  cast  lottes  for 
the  divisione. 

24  July,  1665. 

After  gathering  of  the  voites  of  the  counsell  and  inhabitantes  of  the  burgh 
present  this  day,  findes  that  the  inclinatiounes  and  mynds  of  the  inhabitantes 
ar  against  any  division  of  the  commoun  bordering  with  Scheilgreen ;  and  to 
acquaint  my  lord  Tueiddale  thairwith  to  doe  therin  as  his  lordship  pleases. 

The  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  nominattes,  appoyntes,  and  electes 
Alexander  Williamsone,  lait  proveist,  commissioner  for  the  ensewing  parlia- 
ment and  conventioun  of  burrowes  at  Edinburgh,  the  2d  August,  1665. 

In  obedience  of  ane  act  of  his  Majesties  privie  counsell,  12  Julii  instant, 
bearing  that  the  sicknes  and  plague  in  London  is  daylie  increasceing  and 
breaking  out  in  severall  places  of  the  kingdome  of  Ingland,  do  thairfor,  in 
his  Majesties  name,  prohibit  and  discharge  the  inhabitants  of  this  burgh  to 
trade  or  commerce  with  the  inhabitants  or  merchants  of  Ingland  till  the  first 
November  nixt,  and  ay  and  whill  this  restraint  be  taken  off,  or  to  pas  outwith 
this  schyre  without  a  testimoniall  from  the  magistratts,  or  retume  without  a 
testimonial!  from  the  sheriff,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  magistratts,  that  the 
place  wher  they  wer  is  frie  of  any  suspicione  of  the  plague ;    and  that  no 


1665]  OF  THE  BURGH  OF  PEEBLES.  67 

inhabitant  resett  or  receave  in  ludging  any  strangers  without  sufficient  testi- 
monial!, under  the  paine  of  losing  their  Ij^es  and  goods,  conforme  to  the  said 
act ;  and  ordeanes  the  inhabitantes  to  be  readie  to  guard  and  watche  the 
portes,  toure  about,  as  they  shalbe  ordered  be  the  magistratts ;  and  intima- 
tioun  hereof,  etc. 

31  July,'  1665. 
P'  Anent  James  Williamsone,  thesaurer,  his  rashe  cariage  and  speech  anent  The 
Glentres  commoune,  Patrik  Ewmond,  weaver,  sworne,  depones  that  upoUg  g^^j^ 
Thursday  night  after  the  fast  for  the  Kings  navie,^  heard  James  Williamsone 
say  to  him  :  '  Patrik,  the  sheepe  is  comeing  home,  the  Scheelgreen  commone 
is  gone.'  The  deponer  asking  '  How  is  gone  ?  '  he  answered,  '  If  our  sheepe 
come  home,  we  shall  nevir  have  them  thair  agane,  for  its  sold  and  gone.' 
The  deponer  againe  asked,  '  What  is  the  counsell  doing  ?  '  James  Williamsone 
answered,  '  There  was  none  in  the  counsell  against  it  but  my  brother  John 
and  I.'  The  deponer  againe  asked,  '  What  did  our  deacone  John  Edmond  ?  ' 
He  answered,  '  He  is  als  great  a  knave  as  the  rest.'  (Signed)  Patrick  Ewmont. 
John  Edmond,  sworne,  depones  :  Heard  James  Williamsone  say  the  commones 
was  sold  ;  that  Johne  Patersone  and  the  deponer  was  tua  fals  knaves  ;  and 
the  deponer  sayd,  '  Why  say  yow  so  ?  '  James  answered,  '  Be  God  it  is  sold, 
and  thair  was  none  against  it  but  my  brother  and  I.'  (Signed)  John  Edmond. 
John  Frank,  sworne,  depones  that  he  heard  James  Williamsone  say  that  all 
the  counseU,  except  he  and  his  brother,  had  [sold]  away  the  commones. 
(Signed)  John  Frank. 

14  August,  1665. 

Appoyntes  and  authorizes  John  Frank  and  John  Smyth  to  goe  to  the  Commons 
yeild  sheepe  and  concurre  and  help  the  herdes  to  keepe  the  said  sheepe  upon^?^®""^^ 
the  heid  rowme  of  the  commoun  bordering  with  Scheilgreen,  in  a  civill  maner.  Shielgreen. 

Ordeanes  thes  persones  duelling  in  the  Westgait-end,  who  petitioned  the  St.  Michael's 
counsell  for  ane  entrie  doun  and  upthrow  St.  Michaellis  wynd,  ather  to  hing  ^ J^^^  "^^^jj 
ane  sufficient  doore  or  yet  upon  the  foote  of  the  wynd,  with  cruikes,  bonds, 
lock  and  key,  or  elles  to  build  up  the  said  toun  wall  equall  with  the  rest  with 

'  In   the    Record    the    date    is  written  14th  August,  it  is  evident  that  the  date  ag 

"Moonday  the  last   day  of  August,"  but  here  printed  is  correct, 

as  the  immediately  preceding   entries  are  -  The  fast  was  observed  on  Wednesday, 

dated  Monday,  24th  July,  and  the  imme-  7th  June.     See  Wodrow's  "History  of  the 

diately  succeeding  entry  is  dated  Monday,  Church  of  Scotland,"  I.,  p.  420. 
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stone  and  l5mie,  betuixt  and  Satterday  nixt  at  night,  under  the  pane  of  ten 
punds  Scotts. 
Repairing  Ordeanes  James  Williamsone,  thesaurer,  to  cans  repaire  the  haill  portes, 

and  search  for  the  tonnes  locks  and  keyes  with  all  expeditione. 


ports. 


25  September,  1665. 
Shielgreen.  Appoyntes  and  authorizes  the  present  proveist,  Alexander  Williamsone, 

lait  proveist,  and  Thomas  Smyth,  clerk,  to  bespeak  John  RusseU,  chalmerlane 
to  the  earle  of  Tueiddale,  whether  or  not  the  said  earle  intendis  to  dispone  his 
proppertie  of  Scheilgreen  ;  and  if  his  lordship  intend,  to  try  whether  or  not 
my  lord  will  dispone  the  same  to  the  toun,  and  to  report. 

29  September,  1665. 
Assaults.  Inflictes    upon    William    Govane,    William    Tuedy,    and    James    Harvie, 

servantes,  for  ryot  upon  James  Caitcheon,  fourtie  schilling  Scotts  each  of 
them,  wherof  the  thesaurer  to  pay  to  James  Caitcheon,  to  repaire  and  mend 
his  cloak  tome  be  them,  threttie  schilling  Scotts. 

Inflictes  upon  John  Tod,  for  troubling  Lanark  merchantes  at  Bertie  faire 
day  last,  being  upon  the  watche,  tuentie-foure  schilling  Scotts.  Inflictes  upon 
Hector  Dickisone  for  the  same,  tuelve  schiUing. 

Inflictes  upon  John  Hopkirk,  servitour  to  the  persone  of  Pebles,  for  ryot 
upon  James  Gibsone,  foure  pundes  Scottes. 


A  false 
report. 


Property  of 
Shielgreen 
proposed 
to  be 
purchased. 


2  October,  1665. 
John  Dickisone,  couper,  present,  grantes  that  in  the  division*  of  the 
commounes  betuixt  the  earle  of  Tueiddale  and  the  toun,  he  affirmed  that  half 
offered  to  the  toun  was  not  the  fyft  pairt  of  the  ground,  and  comes  in  will 
thairfor  in  menteaning  and  asserting  such  a  he ;  imposes  upon  him  thairfor 
foure  merkes  Scottes. 

30  October,  1665. 
The  coimseU  unanimouslie  concludes  and  resolves  to  buy  the  proppertie 
of  Scheilgreen  from  my  lord  Tueiddale,  provyding  his  lordship  will  dispone  the 
sam5m  with  his  libertie  to  the  commones  for  ellevine  thousand  merkes,  holdin 
of  the  king,  or  for  ten  thousand  fyve  hundreth  merkes  holding  of  my  lord  for 
five  merks  yearlie  of  few  duetie,  and  the  vicarage  teynds  to  be  rentalled 
yearhe  for  10  merkes  Scottes,  to  be  warranded  be  my  lord ;    and  if  the  toun 
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[acquires]  the  saids  lands,  that  the  sam5ni  lands  shallbe  sett  to  tennents,  and 
the  rent  therof  improvin  and  imput  for  the  publict  use,  and  that  the  saids  lands 
shall  be  possest  be  the  toun  or  inhabitantes  thairof ;  and  nominates  and 
authorizes  John  Plenderleith  and  Thomas  Smyth  to  goe  in  to  my  lord 
Tueiddale  in  Edinburgh  tomorrow  morning. 

6  November,  1665. 

The  haill  magistrattes  and  haill  counsell  (except  tua  memberis  therof)  Lord  Tweed- 
upon  the  proveist  and  Thomas  Smyth  their  report  that  the  earle  of  Tueiddale  f^^. 
is   content   to   dispone   the   landes   of  Scheilgreen   with  his   interest   to   the  Shielgreen. 
commoune  holding  of  the  king,  for  elleven  thowsand  tua  hundreth  and  fourtie 
merkis,  and  ten  merkes  Scottes  yearlie  of  viccarage  teynds,  ar  content  to  give 
the  forsaid  sowme  of  ellevine  thousand  merkes  and  the  viccarage  teynds  and 
referres  the  odd  money  in  my  lords  will ;    and  authorizes  the  clerk  to  wryte 
in  the  counselles  mynd  to  Alexander  Todrig  to  signifie  the  samyn  to  my  lord, 
and  to  goe  in  to  sie  the  securitie  drawine,  and  to  consult  with  the  tonnes 
advocat. 

The  persones  nominat  for  finding  out  of  the  tilth,  reports  the  samyn  wilbe  Ground  on 
found  betuixt  the  Welshhoussis  walles  and  the  Wham  foote,  and  from  the  j^^^^^jj^^j 
Wham  foote  to  the  heid  therof  on  both  sydes  of  the  Whame  ;  and  for  breaking 
and  divyding  the  samyn  amongs  the  inhabitants  haveing  tenements,  nominats 
and  authorizes  [four  persones  for  each  of  the  four  quarters  and  Old  Town] 
to  meit  upon  the  hilles  betuixt  and  this  day  xv  dayes ;  James  WiUiamsone 
and  Thomas  Smyth  to  conveane  them,  and  unlaw  the  absentes,  and  dispose 
upon  the  unlawes  not  exceiding  ten  s.  viij  d. 

18  December,  1665. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  doe  unanimouslie  resolve  and  concluide.  Portions  off 

S  hicl  &f  rc  611 
for  defraying  the  publict  debtes  due  be  the  toun,  to  sett  in  tack  to  tennents  ^nd 

the  lands  of  Scheilgreen  with  the  WhytfoldhiU,  togither  with  the  heid  rowme  Caidmure  to 

be  set  to 
of  the  commoune  belonging  therto   (reserveing  casting  of  fewall,  faill,   and  tenants. 

divoit  to  the  inhabitantes)  ;    as  also  to  sett  the  wester  hilles  of  Caidmures," 

beginnand  at  the  wester  end  of  the  Wrea  boik,  up  the  Wham  syke,  doune  the 

north  syde  of  the  hill  direct  betuixt  the  tonnes  old  proppertie  and  the  merch 

dyke  acquyred  from  John  Scott,  to  Menner  Water ;   and  appoyntes  Thursday 

nixt  betuixt  ten  and  ellevine  houres  befor  noone  to  conveane  the  inhabitantes 

to  impairt  the  counselles  mynd  and  get  theair  consents  thairto. 
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25  December,  1665. 
Sheep  The  haill  counsell  haveing  heard  the  reportes  of  William  Hislope,  James 

Caidmure  to  Haldine,  John  Mure,  James  Brotherstanes,  younger,  Robert  Forrester,  John 
be  feued.  Hoipe,  John  Andrew,  Thomas  Williamsone,  youngest,  John  Patersone,  and 
John  Edmond,  quartermaisteres,  nominat  and  appo5nited  for  receaveing  the 
inhabitantes  mynds  whither  they  will  sett  all,  or  the  westerhills,  of  Caidmures, 
or  few  the  sheepe  sowmes  yearlie  for  defraying  the  pubHct  debtes,  findes  that 
they  inclyne  rather  to  few  nor  to  sett  any  of  Caidmures ;  and  therfor  the 
counsell  and  the  saids  quartermaisteres  unanimouslie  resolves  to  few  the  sheepe 
sowmes  alanerUe,  and  to  lay  upon  each  sheepe  sowme  yearlie  of  few  tuentie 
schilling  Scottes,  to  be  raised  off  each  sowme  of  tua  scheepe  sowmes  allowed 
to  each  tenement  of  land  within  toune,  and  payed  yearlie  at  Lambes,  beginn- 
and  at  Lambes  nixt,  for  the  first  yeir  ;  and  discharges  all  and  sundrie  burgessis 
within  this  burgh  who  hes  libertie  to  the  tounes  propper  lands  to  convert  any 
of  their  sowmes,  but  that  each  tenement  pasture  and  plenish  his  sowmes,  the 
tua  partes  in  sheepe  and  the  third  pairt  in  nolt,  each  persone  failyeand  or 
contraveening  to  pay  for  each  sowme  so  converted,  besyde  payment  of  the 
few,  fourtie  schiUing  Scottes  money.  It  is  also  caried  be  plurahtie  of  the  said 
counsell  and  quartermaisteres  that  these  burgessis  thet  can  or  will  not  plenish 
their  awne  sowmes  shall  have  libertie  to  set  the  samyn  to  any  persone  within 
or  without  toune  as  they  pleas,  the  setters  being  alwayes  ansuerable  that  the 
takeris  of  the  sowmes  remove  the  samyn  yearlie  without  wameing  or  proces 
of  law.  Alexander  WiUiamsone,  John  .  .  }  John  Mure,  and  Thomas 
Geddes  protested  against  the  samyn. 

15  January,  1666. 
Shielgreen  Authorizes  the  present  magistrattes  to  sett  the  lands  of  Scheilgreen  and 

Whitefoldhill  ^^y^^°^*^^^^'  ^^^  ^^®  ^^^^  rowme  of  the  commoun  belonging  thairto,  viz., 
to  be  set.  from  the  said  proppertie  to  Glenluid  syde,  from  the  water  fall  and  water  shed 
of  the  hill  to  the  Scheilgreen  burne,  to  any  tennent  that  will  take  the  samyn, 
reservand  casting  of  fewall,  and  pulling  of  hether,  and  baiteing  of  hors  the 
tyme  of  leiding  of  the  elding  to  the  inhabitantes  upon  the  commountie  ;  and 
to  report  to  the  counsell  befor  concluiding  with  the  said  tennent ;  and  to  caus 
cognosce  the  houssis  and  perse w  the  wood  cutters. 
Pulling  Ordeanes  an  act  to  be  intimat  thorow  the  toun  discharging  all  and  sundrie 

H&as^"^'         inhabitantes  to  pull  any  hether  upon  the  propper  lands  of  Scheilgreen,  under 
1  Faded  writing  and  worn-oflf  paper  make  this  name  illegible. 
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the  paine  of  ane  merk  Scottes,  to  be  payed  be  the  contraveener.  And  renewes 
the  former  act  anent  the  henes,  with  this  additioun,  that  the  awner  failyeaing 
shall  pay  the  pryce  of  the  hen. 

19  March,  1666. 
Ordeanes  John  Smyth,  thesaurer,  to  buy  ane  silver  queich,  not  exceeding  Prizes  for 
sevinteine  ounces,  with  my  lord  Tueiddaill  and  the  tounes  armes  auddit  on,     ^  ^^^^' 
to  be  run  at  ane  foir  schoit  the  first  Thursday  of  Maii  nixt ;    and  ane  saidle 
worth  eighteine  punds,  to  be  run  the  nixt  day  thairafter. 

9  April,  1666. 
Authorises  the  toun  officfars  to  exact  of  all  thes  who  hes  any  foulles  Penalty  for 

kccDiiifir 
unclogged,  four  schilhng  for  ilk  foule  so  unclogged,  to  be  applyed  the  tua  unciogged 

pairt  to  the  publict  use,  and  the  thrid  pairt  to  the  officiars  for  thair  paines.     fowls. 

23  A'Pril,  1666. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  unanimoushe  concluides  and  statutes  that  Shielgreen 
ane  tack  of  the  lands  of  Scheilgreen,  with  the  heid  rowme  of  the  commontie,  ^^  ^^  ^  • 
be  set  to  James  Johnstoun  in  Cruikstoun,  for  the  space  of  thrie  thrie  yeares 
after  Whitsonday  nixt,  for  nyne  hundreth  merks  of  tack  duety  yearUe,  and 
ane  hundreth  punds  of  entrie  to  be  payed  befor  his  entrie  to  the  land  ; 
appoyntes  the  haill  counsell  to  meit  the  said  tennent  upon  the  ground  upon 
Weddensday  nixt,  at  8  houres  in  the  morning,  to  schew  him  the  merches  and 
the  reservatioun  of  the  tounes  libbertie  of  fewal  and  baiteing  of  the  toun 
horssis  in  eldine  tyme. 

Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  Thomas  Williamsone,  younger,  notar.  Authority  to 
burges  of  Peebles,  beirand  that  for  the  better  accommodatioun  of  the  inhabi-  ^^^^  ^'^" 
tantes  within  this  burgh,  the  said  supplicant  hes  built  ane  steip  in  the  North- common 
gate,  which,  with  ane  other  steip  belonging  to  Thomas  Smyth,  so  throngs  the  ^T^^^^^^jj 
malt  that  the  same  is  in  poynt  of  spilling,  as  also  he  hes  ane  nether  berne 
serviceable  to  many  in  toun  for  makeing  of  malt,  in  which  by  reasone  of  the 
want  of  ane  entrie  and  doore  in  the  wynd  is  prejudiciall  to  him  and  to  the 
borroweris ;    and  thairfor,  desyreand  the  saide  magistrattes  and  counsell  to 
Hcenciate  and  authorize  him,  and  any  others  who  will  joine  with  him,  to  build 
ane  kill  upon  the  tounes  commoun  ground  in  the  Greenyairds,  outwith  the 
Northport,  and  to  breake  out  ane  door  thorow  the  syde  wall  of  his  heme, 
being  the  toun  wall,  under  the  thack,  to  the  said  wynd  called  Ushers  Wynd, 
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as  the  said  supplicatioun  beires :  which  being  read  and  considered  be  the 
saids  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell,  they  all  in  ane  voice  authorizes  and 
grantes  libertie  to  the  said  supplicant  to  built  ane  commoun  kill  upon  the 
said  commone  ground ;  and  authorizes  ane  of  the  baillies  and  clerk  (if  he 
pleis)  to  infeft  him  therintill,  he  and  his  successores  payand  yearlie  to  the 
toun  thesaurer  tua  schilling  Scottes  of  fewduetie  ;  and  that  the  said  kill  be 
frie  and  commoun  to  all  the  inhabitantes  that  shall  borrow  the  samyn  for 
pajonent  of  the  lyke  duetie  be  the  borrower  as  other  killes  payes ;  and  als 
grantes  him  libertie  to  breake  ane  doore  thorow  that  pairt  of  the  toun  wall 
which  supplies  as  ane  syde  wall  to  his  said  berne  to  Ushers  Wynd,  under  the 
theiking  of  his  bame,  he  payand  of  compositioun  to  the  toun  thesaurer  thrie 
pundes  Scottes ;  and  also  enacting  himself,  his  heires  and  successores,  that  if 
the  toun  of  Peebles,  or  inhabitantes  thereof,  shall  at  any  tyme  hereafter  suffer 
any  damage,  hurt  or  prejudice  therthorow,  he  and  his  forsaids  shalbe  bound 
to  condeme  the  said  doore,  and  rebuild  the  samyn  with  stone  and  lyme 
sufficientlie  upon  their  awne  expenssis,  which  he  hereby  bindes  and  obleidges 
him  and  his  forsaids  to  doe  and  performe.  In  token  whereof,  he  hes  sub- 
scribit  this  present  act.     (Signed)   Tho.  Williamsone. 

28  May,  1666. 
An  incomer.  Upon  Thomas  Rankeine,  in  Scottismilne,  his  supplicatioun,  he  is  licentiat 

to  take  ane  hous  in  Peebles,  he  allwayes  being  serviceable  in  his  caUing  and 
not  to  be  burdensome,  wherein  if  he  failyeis  to  remove  at  connsells  pleasure. 

18  June,  1666. 
Sheep  stock  The  counsell  unanimouslie  concluides  and  ordeanes  fyfteine  scoire  yeild 

commons.  sheepe  to  be  put  to  the  Eister  Commones  upon  Thursday  nixt  in  the  morning, 
proportionaUie  of  each  burges  as  his  sowmes  ar  plenisht.  For  performing 
hereof,  appoyntes  John  Bell,  James  Williamsone,  John  Burrowman,  Thomas 
Smyth,  and  John  Wyllie.  And  ordeanes  all  the  lambes,  immediatlie  after 
their  spayning,  to  be  removed  off  the  tounes  proppertie  and  commounties, 
except  Homiltoun  hill,  and  the  failyear  to  pay  for  each  lamb  for  the  publict 
use  the  lamb  itself  or  the  worth  therof. 

25  June,  1666. 
The  silver  Adam  Russell,  as  cawtiouner  for  James  L5mtoun,  servitour  to  Robert 

arrow.  Dalyell  of  Glenna,   haveing  reproduced  the  silver  arrow,   which  wants  the 
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ridge  or  fether  and  ane  hanging  pendicle,  ordeanes  him  ather  to  repaire  the 
said  arrow,  or  elles  to  pay  to  the  toun  thesaurer  thrie  pundes  Scottes  for  the 
los  thairof. 

19  July.  1666. 
The  counsell  resolves  and  authorizes  the  present  proveist  to  imploy  his  Title-deeds 
sone,  David  Plenderlaith,  to  be  agent  for  the  toun  in  passing  the  tounes  rights  shiel<^reen 
of  Schielgreen  thorow  the  seaUes. 

23  July,  1666. 
Appo5mtes   and   authorizes  Thomas   Smyth  to   ryde   to   Edinburgh   to-  Clerk  to  visit 
morrow  at  night  for  speaking  my  lord  Tueddale  anent  the  tounes  signatour,    *^^'^t)"''g*^- 
and  to  imploy  Mr.  Alexander  Spottiswoode  anent  the  leavie. 

17  September,  1666. 

Authorizes  the  proveist  and  baiUie  Horsbruik  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  to  School- 
spear  out  ane  scoolmaister,  and  in  particular  Mr.  John  Whytlaw.  ™^  ^^' 

Inflictes  upon  John  Williamsone,  somtjmie  servitour  to  Archibald  Greive,  Wood  at 
for  cutting  the  wod  in  Neidpath,  fourtie  schilling  Scottes.  ^^  ^^    ' 

Imposes  upon  Archibald  Greive,  herd  in  Caidmure,  for  casting  turves  Caidmure 
upon  the  new  conqueis,  keeping  his  nolt  upon  the  sheepe  ground,  and  his  ^^  ^^ 
lambes  after  spayning,  ten  merkes. 

10  December,  1666. 

Ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  allow  to  the  keeper  of  the  town  knock  for  oyle  Town  clock, 
in  aU  tyme  comeing,  yearlie,  ane  merk  Scottes  alanerlie. 

Discharges  anything  to  be  gevin  to  the  drummer  for  going  about  the  Drummer, 
commounes  in  tyme  comeing. 

4  February,  1667. 
Andrew  Haldin,  present,  grantes  ryot  committed  be  him  upon  James  Riotous 
Haldine,  younger,  at  the  croce,  his  wyfe,  in  breaking  of  ane  chyre,  his  con-  ^°^  ^^  ' 
tumacie  to  the  proveist,  and  abuseing  the  officiares ;    comes  in  will  thairfor ; 
imposes  upon  him  ten  pundes  Scottes,  and  to  be  incarcerate  whill  he  pay  the 
same,  as  also  to  be  incarcerate  dureing  the  magistratts  pleasure,  and  to  repaire 
the  chyre  brokine  be  him,  and  to  find  lawburrowes  to  James  Scheill  and  to 
James  Haldine. 
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PubUc 
weigh- house, 


4  March,  1667. 
The    magistrattes    and    counsell    unanimouslie    concluides,    enacts,    and 
ordeanes,  ane  public!  wey-hous  to  be  built  with  all  expedition,  and  the  place 
to  be  upon  the  eist  syde  of  the  croce,  and  ordeanes  the  thesaurer  to  provyde 
all  materialles  thairto  with  all  conveniencie. 
^  ^°^dd  ^^^  magistrattes  and  counsell,  upon  ane  supphcation  maide  to  them  be 

John  Cleg,  sone  laufuU  to  umquhile  John  Cleg,  burges  thair,  desyreing  their 
helpe  and  supplie  for  binding  him  to  some  trade,  as  a  mean,  under  God,  for 
his  lyveHhood,  doe  unanimouslie  concluid  and  ordeane  him  to  be  bound  to 
John  Lithgow,  tailyeour,  for  the  space  of  sex  years,  for  which  caus  they 
hereby  give  and  grant  hcence  to  the  said  John  Lithgow,  his  heires  and 
assignayes  the  pasturage  of  ane  sowmes  grass  upon  the  lands  of  Caidmures, 
with  the  tillage  belonging  thairto,  when  the  nixt  tilth  is  brokine,  he  and  his 
forsaids  alwayes  payand  in  tyme  comeing  his  proportion  of  such  sowmes  of 
money  as  shalbe  imposed  upon  the  saids  sowmes,  and  as  others  burgesses 
shall  pay  therfor,  conforme  to  their  occupatiounes. 


Minister  of 
Peebles. 


Weigh- 
house. 


Grant  of  a 
piece  of 
ground. 


18  March,  1667. 

Appoyntes  the  present  proveist,  John  Plenderlaith,  and  Thomas  Smyth, 
to  waite  upon  my  lord  Tueiddaill  his  returne  home,  wher  they  shalbe  adver- 
tised by  Hayistoun,  anent  the  presenting  of  ane  quahfied  minister  to  this 
congregatioun,  and  to  present  ane  petitioun,  to  be  drawin  be  the  clerk,  to 
his  lordship. 

Appoyntes  and  authorizes  the  present  magistrattes,  the  thesaurer, 
proveist  Plenderlaith,  and  baillie  Thomsone,  to  agrie  with  the  workmen  for 
building  of  the  wey-hous. 

Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  James  Haldine,  younger,  miller, 
burges  of  Peebles,  bearand  that  ther  is  ane  peice  of  waist  ground  at  the  south 
end  and  west  syde  of  the  stone  bridge  over  Peebles  Water,  unprofitable  to 
the  toun,  and  therfor  beseikand  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  to  visite  the 
ground,  and  to  few  out  als  much  therof  as  wilbe  ane  stable  to  him,  and  as 
they  conceave  may  be  spaired,  as  the  suppHcatioune  beires ;  after  reiding 
therof  and  visiteing  of  the  ground,  the  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell, 
all  in  ane  voice,  fewes  out  to  the  said  suppUcant  his  heires  and  assignayes 
tuentie  footes  in  lenth  and  breadth  (with  the  gavills  and  syd  walles)  of  the 
said  ground,  measured  from  ane  great  stone  in  the  south  syde  of  the  bridge, 
be  west  ane  scarsement  of  the  samyn  eistward,  the  supplicand  and  his  forsaids 
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payand  of  compositioun  therfor  tuelve  pundes  Scottes  money,  and  of  few- 
duetie,  yearlie,  tuentie  pennies  money  forsaid  ;  and  authorizes  the  baillies 
and  clerk  to  infeft  him  thairintill  upon  his  reasonable  expenssis. 

13  May,  1667. 
Imposes  upon  John  TurnbuU,  baker,  for  bakeing  and  seUing  of  wheat  Weight  of 
bread  lighter  then  the  table,  ten  merkes  Scottes.  [Four  other  persons  fined 
for  similar  offences.]  And  ordeanes  the  forsaids  persones  to  sell  the  peck  of 
flour  for  eight  schilling  Scottes,  whill  the  wheat  is  at  the  rate  as  it  payes  now ; 
and  ordeanes  intimatioun  to  be  maid,  and  to  sell  the  bread  at  the  weight  of 
the  table. 

17  June,  1667. 

Ordeanes  the  mercate  of  buying  and  selling  upon  St.  Peters  day  to  begin  Markets 
at  foure  houres  in  the  morning.  And  als  the  most  pairt  of  the  counsell  alteris  ^^  ^^^' 
and  chainges  the  former  act  of  counsell  anent  keeping  of  faire  dayes  falling 
upon  Satterday  or  Moonday,  and  ordeanes  the  samine  to  be  keept  upon  the 
ordinarie  dayes  of  the  weik  as  they  shall  fall  (except  Beltane  day,  which  is  to 
be  keept  upon  the  first  Weddensday  of  Mail,  and  Trinitie  Moonday  upon  the 
Tuesday)  in  all  tyme  comeing ;  and  ordeanes  proclamatioun  hereof  to  be 
maide  be  tuike  of  drum. 

22  July,  1667. 
Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  Robert  Fotheringhame,   younger,  Grant  of 
cordiner   in   Peebles,    bearand   that   he   intendis   to   drese   and   bark  lether,  |  ^g^^^gj^^ 
provyding  he  had  the  conveniencie  of  ane  bark  hoill,  and  thairfor  desyreand 
the  magistrattes  and  counsell  for  his  encouragment  to  licenciate  him  to  make 
ane  bark  hoill,  without  the  toun  wall,  at  the  foote  of  St.  MichaeUis  Wynd, 
upon  the  west  syde  therof,  which  the  saids  magistrattes  and  counsell  granted 
to  him,  gratis,  without  any  compositioun,  not  wronging  the  toun  wall,  be 
makeing  the  said  bark  hoill,   and  haveing  the  samyn  alwayes  sufficientlie 
covered  exceptand  the  tymes  he  is  working  theirat. 

14  October,  1667. 
After  reasoning  and  voiteing  it  is  unanimousUe  concluided,  agreed  upon,  Carrying  tar 
and  statute  betuixt  the  magistrattes  and  the  deane  of  gild  and  his  counsell,  town, 
present,   that   in  tyme  comeing  any  countrey  man  or  subject  within  this 
kingdome,  haveing  bocht  tarr  in  Edinburgh,  Leith,  or  elsquhair,  and  bringing 
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it  in  great  to  this  burgh,  shall  have  frie  Ubertie  to  transport  the  same  off  the 
toun,  ather  in  great  or  in  small  for  ease  of  their  hors,  ay  and  whill  the  deane 
of  gild  produce  ane  practicq  under  the  hand  of  ane  magistratt  and  deane  of 
gild  of  some  royall  burgh,  that  no  countrey  man  may  rin  tarr  in  small  for 
transporting  the  same  for  ease  of  the  horsis  ;  and  als  the  awners  of  such  tarr 
give  his  oath,  that  the  same  tarr  is  for  their  awne  particular  use,  and  is  not 
to  serve  his  neighbours  therwith. 
Upbraiding  Inflictes    upon    John    Gibsone,    merchant,    for    upbraiding    Alexander 

e  proves  .  \Yima.msone,  present  proveist,  in  sajdng  he  spoke  not  majestick  lyke,  fourtie 
merkes  Scottes  money,  and  to  be  incarcerate  during  the  proveists  pleasur. 


Peebles 
Water  green. 


t  November,  1667. 
Inflictes  upon  James  Haldine,  eldest,  present,  for  casting  and  fla5dng  most 
pairt  of  the  green  betuixt  Peebles  Water  cauld  and  the^rod  that  leides  throw 
the  milne  dam  to  the  Venlaw,  fourtie  schilling  Scottes. 


Visit  to 
Edinburgh. 


Excise. 


Boundary 
walls. 


A 

partnership 

dissolved. 


9  February,  1668. 

Authorizes  James  Horsbruik,  lait  baillie,  and  Thomas  WilUamsone, 
younger,  being  going  to  Edinburgh,  to  wait  upon  the  laird  of  Horsbruik,  at 
Edinburgh,  upon  Thursday  nixt,  and  bespeak  my  lord  Tueiddale  anent 
Birthwoods  carriage  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh. 

The  proveist  reportes  that  he  and  Mr.  Alexander  Spittall  ar  agreed  for 
the  excise  for  ane  hundreth  and  ten  merkes  monethlie,  from  the  first  of  this 
instant  and  in  tyme  comeing  whiU  the  terme  of  Candlemes  1669  yeares. 

6  July,  1668. 
Inflictes  upone  James  Haldine,  younger,  for  ryot  committed  be  him  upon 
James  Alexander,  in  carieing  muck  over  his  yaird  dyke,  in  contempt  of  the 
counsells   ordinance,   ten   merkes  Scottes  money,   and  ratefies   their  former 
proceedour  as  to  clearing  their  heidrowmes. 

3  August,  1668. 
Anent  the  suppUcatioun  gevin  in  be  Thomas  Stoddert,  thrid  laufull  sone 
to  umquhile  John  Stoddert,  smith,  burges  of  Peebles,  against  John  Stoddert, 
second  laufull  sone  to  the  said  umquhile  John,  makeand  mention  that  in  the 
dispositioun  granted  and  subscrivit  be  the  said  John  Stoddert,  to  the  said 
Thomas  and  his  sister  Cristiane,  of  that  foire  burro  land,  their  is  reserved  furth 
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therof  to  him  the  use  of  the  just  equall  half  of  the  smiddie  or  workhous  ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  he  and  his  said  brother  Thomas  shall  have  the  equall  Ubertie 
and  use  to  work  all  smith  work  wherein  ather  of  them  shalbe  imployed  be 
their  clientes,  and  to  partak  and  divyde  the  profeit  of  the  work  equaUie  betuixt 
them  ;  and  that  he  shall  not  give  any  caus  or  occasion  of  disagreement  betuixt 
them  (which,  if  he  doe  and  maide  out  in  law,  the  said  reservatioun  to  be  null), 
and  that  for  all  the  dayes  of  their  mothers  lyftyme,  and  sevine  yeires  after 
hir  deceis,  as  the  dispositioun  containing  the  said  reservatioun,  daited  the 
fourth  day  of  Januar  1666  yeares,  to  be  produced,  beires ;  and  it  is  of  veritie 
that  the  [said  John]  Stoddert  oft  and  divers  tymes,  since  the  dait  of  the  said 
dispositioun,  hes  gevin  caus  and  occasioun  of  disagreement,  in  so  far  as  in  the 
sommer  tyme  he  goes  about  his  other  imployment  as  [ane  herd  of]  sheepe ; 
in  the  harvest  tyme  he  sheares  for  a  harvest  [  .  .  ]  ;  in  the  winter  tyme, 
goes  to  fisching  and  other  exercise,  and  [spends]  his  ydle  hours  in  drinking, 
and  so  layes  the  haill  burdein  of  the  work  upon  the  said  Thomas,  yet  exactes 
the  equall  profeit ;  and  if  some  of  their  chents  imploy  him  to  work  [though 
the]  suppHcant  be  working  other  of  their  cMents  work  [and  the]  yron  hott 
readie  for  strykeing  out,  yet  in  his  passioun  he  will  come  in,  and  without 
consent,  cast  out  the  suppHcants  hott  5n-on  and  put  in  his  awne  cold  yron  at 
his  [fyre],  laboureing  thairby  what  in  him  lyes  to  weaken  the  suppUcants 
hands  and  banish  all  work  from  him  ;  and  therfor  the  said  reservatioun 
aucht  and  should  be  declared  nuU  and  voyd,  and  he  decerned  to  lose  the 
benefeit  therof  for  the  caussis  forsaids,  and  others  not  here  mentioned,  as 
the  said  suppHcatioun  beires.  The  said  Thomas  Stoddert  compeirand 
personalie  and  the  said  John  Stoddert  being  also  personalie  present,  the  saids 
proveist,  bailHes,  and  counseU  findes  the  said  suppHcatioun  to  be  sufficientlie 
pro  vine  be  their  awne  certane  knowledge,  and  the  said  John  Stoddert  his 
awne  acknowledgment  and  confession ;  and  therefor  decernes  and  declares 
the  forsaid  reservatioun  mentioned  in  the  said  dispositioun  and  conceaved  in 
his  favour  to  be  nuU,  and  that  he  hes  lost  and  amitted  the  benefeit  thairof 
in  all  tyme  comeing. 

28  September,  1668. 
The  magistrattes  and  counsell  takeing  to  consideratioun  the  sad  losses  Compensa- 
susteaned  be  Thomas   King,   merchant,   burges  of  thers,   occasioned  be  an  i^°^^g^  ^°^^ 
accidentall  fyre  seizeing  upon  and  consumeing  to  ashes  his  dueUinghous  and 
stable,  with  the  haill  plenishing  and  goodes  thairin,  out  of  their  bowelles  of 
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Purchase 
of  arms. 


Militia. 


compassioun  for  his  supplie  ordeans  their  thesaurer,   Thomas  Williamsone, 
younger,  to  give  him  frielie  fourtie  punds  Scottes. 

12  October,  1668. 
Appoyntes   and   authorizes   Thomas   Williamsone,    thesaurer,    to   goe   to 
Edinburgh,  when  he  shalbe  requyred,  to  buy  such  armes  as  shalbe  gevin  to 
him  in  roll. 

2  November,  1668. 
Appoyntes  this  day  eight  dayes,  being  Moonday,  to  meit  for  breaking  the 
expenssis  for  the  souldiores  of  the  militia. 


Process 
raised  by 
Haystoun. 


Strangers 
and  young 
people  occu- 
pyinghouses, 


20  December,   1668. 
Nominattes  and  appoyntes  Alexander  Wilhamsone,  proveist,  and  Thomas 
Smyth,  clerk,  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  and  employ  advocattes  for  defending  the 
proces  raised  be  Hayistoun  against  the  toun,  when  they  shalbe  called  be  Mr. 
Alexander  Spottiswood. 

18  January,  1669. 
Appoyntes  the  persones  following  to  try  and  search  their  quarters  for 
strangeris  wanting  testimoniallis,  young  men  and  women  keeping  houssis  not 
with  their  parents  haveing  wherwith  to  menteine  their  famihe,  and  resetters 
therof,  and  to  report,  viz.,  [two  persons  for  each  of  the  east,  south-west,  north- 
west, and  north  quarters,  and  also  two  for  the  Old  Town.] 


1  March,  1669. 
Assessment  Ordeanes    Thomas    Williamsone,    thesaurer,    with    concurrence    of    the 

soldiers  ^      magistrattes   and   officiares,    to   call   in    the    money   brokine   for   the   militia 
souldiores  out  of  the  collectours  hands,  and  to  report  the  nixt  counsell  day. 


24  May,  1669. 
Tweed  cauld.         Appoyntes  Fryday  come  eight  dayes  for  laying  in  the  caule  syde  upon 
Tuedsyde,  and  the  haill  horssis  to  be  wairned  the  day  befor. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  ordeanes  everie  familie  within  the  toun 
(except  thes  who  ar  poore  and  unable)  to  lay  and  carie  in  for  repaireing  and 
mending  of  Tueid  caule,  yearlie,  dureing  James  Haldines  tack,  takisman  of 
the  come  milne,  thrie  loades  stones  at  the  most  convenient  tyme  in  the  year. 
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Nominates  and   appo5mtes  the  present   proveist,   proveist   Plenderlaith,  Skirling  fair 
Alexander  Duncane,  deane  of  gild,  Thomas  Wilhamsone,  thesaurer,  and  the 
clerk,   to  goe  to  Skirling  the  first   Weddensday  of  June  nixt,   and  desyre 
inspectione  of  his  rycht  anent  his  new  faire  and  weiklie  mercate,  anent  the 
customes  therof  wherein  the  toun  is  infeft. 

13  June,  1669. 

Ordeanes  all  the  horssis  within  the  toun  to  goe  to  the  Eister  Commounes  Casting 
and  Peithill,  and  leid  and  bring  away  all  the  peittes  that  ar  castine  be  Litle^^^   ' 
Ormistoun,  Swynhoipe,  Escheilles-hoipe,  or  any  others  not  haveing  libertie 
from  the  toun,  whensoever  they  shalbe  ordeaned  be  the  magistrattes. 

In  respect  John  Craufurd,  notar,  hes,  contrair  his  oath  gevin  be  him  at  A  burgess 
his  admission  of  burges,  taken  instrumentes  at  the  instance  of  Adam  Lytill  ^  ^  ^^S 
against  the  toun  of  Peebles,  in  dryveing  and  hounding  the  tounes  goods  off 
that  pairt  of  Glentars  commoun  bounding  to  Adam  Lytilles  lands,  therfor 
the  magistrattes  and  counsell  hereby  discharges  the  said  John  Craufurd  of 
his  friedome  as  burges  in  all  tyme  comeing,  and  this  to  be  proclaimed  at  the 
mercate  croce  this  day  be  ane  of  the  officiares. 

Anent    the    supplicatioun    gevin    in    be    Alexander    Watsone,    William  Privileges 
Wilhamsone,    Robert   Grahame,    Robert    Lyne,    and   Robert    Fotheringhame,  ^^  ^ 
younger,  cordiners,  burgessis  of  Peebles,  for  themselves,  and  in  name  of  the  cordiners  or 
remanent  of  the  said  traide,  beirand  that  in  all  royaU  burghes  within  this^  oema  ers. 
kingdome  it  is  the  commoune  and  laudable  practicq  of  the  cordiner  trade  to 
keep  ane  commoun  publict  box,  and  everie  traidsman  of  that  traid,  both 
within  their  awne  burgh,  and  outwith  the  samyn  selling  waire,  ar  lyable  and 
in  use  to  pay  each  mercate  or  faire  day  ane  pettie  sowme  to  the  box-maister 
of  the  burgh  wher  they  sell  waire,  and  als  to  impose  compositiones  upon 
young  men  of  the  traide  when  they  ar  creat  burgessis  and  friemen,  which 
collectiounes  and  compositiounes  ar  imployed  for  supplie  of  the  old,  infirm, 
weak,  and  indigent  of  the  said  traide,  and  thairfor  beseikand  the  magistrattes 
and  counsell  to  grant  them  the  lyke  Hbertie  as  in  other  royall  burghes ;    and 
they  promeis  and  bind  themselves  and  for  their  successoures  and  remanent  of 
the  said  traide,  to  make  just  compt  and  rekning  yearlie  to  the  saids  magis- 
trattes and  counsell,  or  oftener,  how  the  saids  fynes  and  coUectiones  shalbe 
imployed,  lykeas  the  saids  supplicantes  produced   (conforme  to  ane  act  of 
counsell    upon    said    supplicatioun)    ane    certificate    under    the    deacone    of 
Edinburgh  present  and  lait,  and  their  boxmaister,  their  handes,  bearing  the 
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forsaid  practicq  to  be  in  Edinburgh,  Haddingtoun,  Lanerk,  and  Couper  in 
Fyfe,  as  the  said  supplicatioun  and  certificate  in  themselves  beires ;  both 
which  being  read  and  considered  be  the  saids  proveist,  baiUies,  and  counsell, 
and  they  therwith  being  weill  and  ryplie  advysed,  they  all  in  ane  voice 
unanimouslie  gives  and  grantes  warrand,  hbertie,  and  licence  to  the  saids 
supplicantes  and  their  boxmaisteres  and  their  successores  cordineris  of  this 
burgh,  to  keep  ane  commoune  box,  and  to  take  and  uplift  from  everie  persone 
of  their  traide  within  this  burgh  selling  shoes,  tuelve  pennies  Scottes,  quarterlie, 
and  from  everie  cordiner  without  this  burgh,  tuelve  pennies  Scottes,  everie 
faire  and  mercate  day,  and  to  uplift  and  receave  from  everie  persone  of  the 
traide,  when  he  shalbe  creat  burges  and  frieman  of  this  burgh,  such  composi- 
tiones  as  the  traide,  be  the  special  advyce  of  the  magistrattes,  shall  impose, 
the  saids  supphcantes,  their  boxmaisteres,  and  successores  of  the  said  traide 
being  always  comptable  to  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  of  this  burgh  and 
their  successores  that  the  saids  coUectiones  and  compositiones  be  imployed 
for  the  use  of  the  old,  infirme,  weake,  and  indigent  of  the  traide,  yearlie,  or 
oftner  as  they  shalbe  requyred,  otherwayes  thes  presentes  to  be  null,  and  to 
continew  dureing  the  counsells  pleasure. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  nominates  and  creattes  the  said  Alexander 
Watsone  and  William  Williamsone,  box-maisteres,  the  said  Alexander  to 
keepe  the  box,  and  the  said  WiUiam  to  keepe  the  key,  who  both  present  and 
sworne,  hes  gevin  their  oathes  of  fidelitie  thairanent,  and  to  be  comptable 
for  the  collectiones  and  compositiones  in  maner  above- written. 

12  July.  1669. 

Meal  Ordeanes  the  present  thesaurer  to  mak  ane  new  firloite  of  the  tounes  old 

measure.        firloite  in  his  handes,  to  be  ane  standard  for  the  toune,  conforme  to  the  act 

of  parliament,   which  firloite  or  standard  is  to   be   kept   be  him   and   his 

successores  handes  for  trying  and  measuring  the  rest  of  the  measures,  and 

for  no  other  use,  under  the  pane  of  censureing  at  the  counselles  pleasure. 

2  August,  1669. 
Dues  to  be  The  magistrattes  and  counsell  unanimouslie  statutes  and  ordeanes  that 

tacksmen  of  ^^^  merchantes  or  other  persones  within  this  burgh,  who  hereafter  shall  sell 
customs.        within  this  burgh  woole,  cheis,  butter,  or  tallow,  extending  to  ane  load  pack 

or  above,  it  shalbe  weighed  with  the  custome  weichtes,  and  pay  the  wonted 

custome  thairfor. 
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Item,  discharges  all  and  whatsoever  persones  to  burgh  or  landwart  to  met 
or  caus  met  or  measure  any  victuall  in  the  pubhct  mercate,  without  agreeing 
with  the  toun  customer  present  and  to  come,  conforme  to  use  and  wont. 

Item,  ordeanes  all  commoun  victualleris  within  this  burgh  to  present  in 
tyme  comeing  aU  such  victuaU  as  they  shall  sell  to  the  pubhct  mercate  on  the 
mercate  day,  and  to  pay  the  ladill  to  the  customer,  whether  they  sell  victuall 
in  the  mercate  or  in  their  awne  houssis,  for  aU  they  sell. 

Item,  statutes  and  ordeanes  that  aU  flesheores  or  commoun  droveris 
within  this  burgh  shaU  pay  since  the  [first]  of  June  last,  the  thrid  pairt  of  such 
custome  as  strangers  and  unfriemen  ar  lyable  to  pay  be  the  table  for  their 
goods  sold  or  driven  throw  the  Ubertie  of  this  burgh. 

22  November,  1669. 

The  counsell  to  advyse  anent  the  sentence  money  betuixt  the  baiUies  and  Sentence 
the  clerk,  and  in  the  mean  tyme  the  samyn  sentence  money  to  be  payed  as 
formerlie. 

Andrew  Haldine,  in  Peebles,  present,  enactes  himself  that  in  t5mie  comeing  Traducing 
he  shall  not  reveyle,  calumniate,  or  traduce  any  of  the  counsell,  or  any  of  g^j^^^^""*^ 
burgesses  of  this  burgh,  and  that  under  the  paine  of  loseing  of  his  friedome  burgesses, 
and  payment  of  tuentie  punds  Scotts,  toties  quoties.     (Signed)   Andrew  Haden. 

17  January,  1670. 

Authorizes  and  ordeanes  Gawin  Thomsone,  thesaurer,  to  buy  ane  green  Table-cloth 
table  cloith  for  the  tolbooth  table,  and  ane  lock  to  the  bonker,  to  lay  it  in  als  tolboolji. 
cheape  as  he  can,  with  first  conveniencie. 

The  proveist  and  baiUies  to  bespeak  the  presbitery  for  visiteing  the  scoole  Visitation 
and  scoolers  anent  their  proficiencie. 

14  February,  1670. 
The  magistrattes  and  counsell  of  Peebles,  finding  that  the  deacone  of  Webster 
the  websteris  hes  caused  John  Thomsone,  webster  in  Spittelhope,  compone 
with  them  as  to  his  trade,  without  consent  of  the  magistrattes,  ordeanes  the 
deacone,  being  present,  to  make  the  compositioun  furthcomeand  to  the  toun 
counsell,  and  to  be  farther  advysed  anent  their  censure. 

28  February,  1670. 
The  magistrattes  and  counsell  enactes  and  statutes  that  when  any  pubhct  Burials  of 
lettere  shalbe  direct  to  the  magistrattes  for  the  buriall  of  any  persone  of^y^°^^ 
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Town  wall. 


Markets. 


Militia. 


Bond  of 
neighbour- 
hood. 


Carrying 
slates. 


Bread  and 
flour. 


qualitie,  that  tuentie  persones  of  the  ablest  honest  burgesses  of  this  burgh, 
upon  laufuU  advertisment  be  the  magistrattes,  accompany  them,  ilk  persone 
so  advertised,  under  the  penaltie  of  half  ane  crowne  to  be  applyed  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  magistrattes,  and  all  the  honest  men  to  be  advertised  to  ryde, 
towre  about. 

20  March,  1670. 

Ordeanes  Gawin  Thomsone,  thesaurer,  to  poynt  and  mend  the  hoiUes  of 
the  outsyde  of  the  toun  wall  betuixt  the  Eist  Port  and  the  tume  of  the  wall, 
befor  the  beginning  the  beir  seed.  And  ordeanes  all  burgessis  haveing  heid- 
rowmes  bordering  to  the  toun  waU  to  mend  and  repair  their  pairts  of  the  wall 
betuixt  and  Lambmes  nixt  with  lyme  and  stone,  under  the  penaltie  of  iyve 
pundes  ilk  persone  contraveenand,  besyde  the  performance. 

The  magistrattes  and  counseU  statutes  and  ordeanes  the  mercate  for 
buying  and  selling  of  worset  and  yairne  and  aU  other  merchant  waires  (except 
victuall,  schoes,  skins,  and  hyde),  to  be  keept  in  tyme  comeing  from  the  sune 
rysing  to  the  doune  setting  thairof,  notwithstanding  of  [any  act]  maide  be  the 
deane  of  gild  and  his  counseU  in  the  contraire. 

13  June,  1670. 
Thomas  Hoipe,  younger,  and  Simeon  Melrose  to  supplie  for  tua  of  the 
tounes  militia  souldiores. 

5  July,  1670. 
John  Lauder,  of  Hethpoole,  and  James  Johnstoun,  tennent  in  Sheilgreen, 
both  present,  enactes  themselves  of  their  awne  consent  to  be  good  neighbores, 
and  keepe  good  neighbourheid  to  other,  and  keepe  others  feilds  in  tyme 
comeing,  ather  of  them  under  the  pane  of  ten  punds,  to  be  payed  be  the 
contra veener  for  the  tounes  publict  use  toties  quoties.  (Signed)  James 
Johnstoune,  John  Lauder. 

12  July,  1670. 
Ordeanes  threttie  hors  of  thes  inhabitantes  wants  grase  to  be  sent  to  my 
Lord  Newbyithes  slaittes  upon  this  day  morne  eight  dayes,  and  if  they  cannot 
be  raised  that  way  the  fyve  quarteris  in  the  toun  to  cast  lotts  who  shall  goe. 

26  September,  1670. 
Ordeanes  John  Turnbull,  baker,  being  present,  to  bake  to  all  persones 
within  burgh  that  imployes  him  in  tyme  comeing  fyve  firloitts  of  floure  for 
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tuentie  foure  schilling  Scottes,  and  threttie  pennies  or  fyve  sex-pennie  bread 
to  his  boy  for  kneading  and  weiting  thairof,  and  if  the  awner  weit  and  knead 
it,  to  be  frie  of  the  threttie  pennies  or  breid,  wherto  he  assents.  And  lykwayes 
ordeanes  him  and  all  others  that  sellis  floure,  to  sell  it  in  tyme  comeing  at  the 
same  rate  and  pryce  they  buy  the  quheit,  in  respect  they  have  the  ourcome 
of  the  wheit  and  round  thairof  for  their  paines  and  profeit. 

Mr.  Thomas  PiUines,  scoolmaster,  present,  is  [reproved  for  his]  unpro-  The  school- 
ficiencie,  and  for  the  decaying  of  the  scoole  [in  his]  neglect,  and  thairfor  "^^s*^'^ 
admonisht  to  provyde  for  himself  against  Candlemes  nixt,  except  he  amend, 
who  hes  promised  [so  to  do.] 

31  October,  1670. 
Recomendis  to  and  ordeanes  John  Horsbruik  to  caus  sweep  and  keepeTweed- 
the  calsay  of  Tueid  bridge  cleane  at  all  occasiones  neidfull,  and  to  caus  take^^^g^j^ 
away  the  muck  off  all  the  pairtes  thairof. 

16  January,  1671. 

Ordeanes  Gawin  Thomsone,  thesaurer,  present,  to  provyde  and  have  in  Town's 
readiness,  betuixt  and  the  first  day  of  Mail  next,  ane  thousand  pundes  Scottes  ^    ^' 
as  ane  pairt  of  his  last  yeares  rest,  for  paying  some  of  the  tounes  creditores 
as  the  counsell  shall  appo5mt,  under  certificatioun  to  pay  the  ordinar  annuel- 
rent  of  the  said  sowme  so  long  as  it  shalbe  unpayed  thairafter. 

Ordeanes  Tames  Patersone,  webster,  and  his  wife,  for  some  pykerie  com-Awebster 
mitted  be  him,  to  remove  and  transport  himself  and  famiUe  off  the  toun  betuixt  °^^^"®"- 
and   Candlemes   nixt,    under   the    pane    of   banishment.     Gawin   Thomsone, 
thesaurer,  to  recover  the  tounes  armes  out  of  his  handes. 

30  January,  1671. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  unanimouslie  resolves  and  enactes  that  Flesh 
ther  be  ane  fleshmercate  built  at  the  bak  of  Thomas  Smyth,  clerk,  his  yaird™^       • 
dyke,  upon  the  Bridgait,  who  hes  promised  that  it  shall  not  be  prejudicial! 
to  his  yaird  or  dyke  in  any  sort,  nor  to  his  sweeping  of  the  hea  streit ;    to 
resolve  upon  the  building  of  it  with  workmen. 

Renewes  the  former  act  anent  the  weyhous  to  be  built  at  the  back  orWeigh- 
eist  syde  of  the  croce.  °"^®' 

Nominates  and  appo5mtes  the  persones  following  tax-maisters  for  breaking  Expeases  of 
the  first  tua  monethes  of  the  fyve  monethes  mentenance  imposed  for  defraying  sioners  to 

London. 


A  slanderer. 
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score  punds  monethlie, 


the  commissioners  charges  to  London,   being  thrie 
viz.  : — [Two  persons  for  each  of  the  five  quarters.] 

Imposes  and  inflictes  upon  John  Dicksone,  burges  of  Peebles,  for 
slandering  and  abuseing  Thomas  Williamsone,  lait  thesaurer,  in  calling  him 
ane  thief  in  steilling  and  eatting  of  a  lamb,  and  a  murderer,  to  pay  to  the 
toun  thesaurer  tuentie  punds  Scottes,  and  to  be  put  in  cloise  prisone  till  he 
pay  the  samyn,  and  als  to  remaine  therin  for  the  spaice  of  thrie  dayes  and 
thrie  nights  after  dait  hereof. 


Chaxity. 


Deputation 
sent  to 
Selkirk. 


27  March,  1671. 

Authorizes  and  ordaines  Gawin  Thomsone,  thesaurer,  to  give  to  Thomas 
Dickison,  lait  scool-doctor,  now  in  distres,  thrie  pundes  Scottes  money. 

Nominattes  and  appoyntes  the  persones  following,  upon  the  tounes 
expenssis,  to  ryde  to  Selkirk  upon  the  elleventh  of  Apryle  nixt,  for  giveing  up 
dittayes  of  criminall  persounes  to  the  justice-clerk,  viz.  : — James  Horsbruik 
and  James  Williamsone,  baillies,  Adam  Russell,  deane  of  gild,  Duncane, 

James  Haldine,  elder,  Gawin  Thomsone,  thesaurer,  John  Hoipe,  messour,  and 
John  Fisher,  kirk-officiar. 


Street 
cleansing. 


Calves. 


Casting  feal. 


5  June,  1671. 

The  magistrattes  and  counsell  inhibittes  and  discharges  all  and  sundrie 
burgessis  and  inhabitants  within  this  burgh  to  lay  on  or  suffer  to  lye  or  keepe 
any  middings  or  muck  upon  the  kings  calsay  or  hea  streit  of  this  burgh,  at 
any  tyme  hereafter,  under  this  certificatioun  that  it  shalbe  Hsum  and  laufull 
to  any  neighbours  within  the  same  to  intromet  with  and  leid  away  such  muck 
foimd  upon  the  said  streit  (l5^ng  above  eight  dayes  tyme)  for  his  awne  use. 

Ordeanes  all  thes  who  hes  any  calfes  to  put  the  samyn  to  the  commoun 
calfherd  to  be  keept  be  him,  ilk  persone  under  the  pane  of  fyve  merkes. 

Discharges  all  and  sundrie  burgessis  within  this  burgh  holding  lands  of 
others  superiores  then  the  toun  to  cast  any  faill  upon  the  tounes  loanings,  to 
mend  their  dykes  about  their  lands,  ilk  persone  contraveenand  (without 
libertie)  to  pay  fyve  punds. 


4  August,  1671. 
Town's  debt.         The  thesaurer  is  ordeaned  to  provyde  and  have  in  readiness  tua  thousand 
merkes  Scottes,  to  pay  some  of  the  tounes  creditores  against  Mertimes  nixt. 
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14  August,  1671. 
Ordeanes  Adame  Caitcheon,  flesheour,  burges  of  Peebles,  for  [injurious]  A  slanderer 
and  slanderous  wordes  uttered  be  him  against  Adam  Russell,  deane  of  gild, 
in  calling  him  ane  cheiter,  ane  knave,  and  that  he  maid  shipwreck  of  faith 
and  a  good  conscience,  being  confest  pairtlie  and  pairthe  provine,  to  pay  to 
toun  thesaurer  ten  merkes  Scottes,  and  to  be  imprisoned  tuentie  foure  hoiues, 
and  ay  and  whill  he  pay  the  said  fyne. 

16  October,  1671. 
Ordeanes   James  Horsbruik,   James   Williamsone,   lait   baillies,   and   the  Repayment 
heires  of  umquhile  John  Plenderleith,  lait  proveist,  to  repay  bak  to  James  ^^^^     ^^^g^ 
Wadie  thrie  rix  doUeres. 

19  February,  1672. 
Anent  the  supplicatioun  gevin  in  be  James  NicoU,  maisone  in  Dunsyre,  Ground 
beirand  that  he  intendes  to  come  and  reseid  within  the  burgh  of  Peebles,  andl'^^j^Q^  ° 
ther  to  follow  his  vocation  and  calling  as  he  shall  be  employed,  and  shall 
endeavour  to  give  everie  man  who  imployes  him  satisfaction  according  to  his 
power  and  capacitie,  and  als  easilie  and  cheape  as  he  may,  provydeing  he  get 
incouragment,  and  therfor  humbUe  beseichand  them  to  grant  him  licence  to 
build  upon  his  awne  expenssis  ane  duelling  hous,  and  other  office  houssis  as  he 
shaU  find  convenient,  with  ane  yaird,  upon  their  commoun  ground  called  the 
Green  yairds,  outwith  the  North  Port  of  Peebles,  as  the  said  supplicatioun 
beires  ;  which  being  red,  and  considered  be  the  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsel 
of  befor  and  now,  they  frielie  give,  grant,  dimit  and  few  to  the  said  James 
NicoU,  his  heires  and  assignayes,  that  piece  of  waist  commoune  ground  called 
the  Green  yairds,  lyand  outwith  the  said  Port  betuixt  Peebles  Water  upon 
the  west,  the  taill  and  peece  of  land  perteaning  now  to  Gawin  Thomsone,  upon 
the  north,  the  Kings  hea  street  squaire  with  the  connzea  of  the  north  gavill 
of  the  berne  perteaning  now  to  the  heires  of  Thomas  Williamsone  upon  the 
eist,  and  the  commone  hea  way  or  passage,  leiding  from  the  said  biugh  doune 
the  back  of  the  said  gavill  to  Peebles  Water,  which  is  to  be  keept  eighteine 
foote  broad  and  wyde  as  it  now  goes,  upon  the  south  pairtes  ;  and  authorizes 
ane  of  the  baiUies  and  the  clerk  to  give  him  stait  and  seasing  therof,  he 
payand  of  few  deutie  yearhe  fourtie  pennies  Scottes  money,  and  his  heires  or 
successores  doubland  the  same  the  first  year  of  their  entrie  theirto,  and  that 
without  any  other  compositioun,  few  duetie,  or  casualtie  to  be  paid  therfore. 
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4  March,  1672. 
Repairing  The   which   day,    the   proveist,    baiUies   and   counsel!,    considering   how 

Cauld.  necessary  it  is  that  the  caule  upon  the  Tweid,  for  conveying  water  to  the  corn 

milnes,  be  helped  and  layd  in  and  maide  a  perfyte  caule,  therefore,  and  for 
the  Weill  of  the  inhabitantes  and  the  tackisman  of  the  saids  milnes,  and 
advanceing  the  commoun  good,  they  hereby  promeis,  statute,  ordeane,  and 
obleidge  them  and  their  successores  to  move  and  caus  the  haiU  toun  hors  to 
carye  and  lay  als  mony  stones  as  wiU  lay  and  fortifie  the  said  caule,  and  to 
caus  the  inhabitantes  wanting  hors  lay  to  the  stones  to  the  layers  and  setteris 
of  the  caule,  and  upon  their  awne  expenssis  to  furnishe  six  men  for  laying 
thairof — James  Haldine,  tackisman,  furnishing  tua  men  to  himself  for  helping 
to  lay  it,  and  that  betuixt  and  [Michaelmes]  nixt  to  cum,  under  the  penaltie 
of  ane  hundreth  merkes  Scottes  money  to  [be  payed  to]  the  said  tackisman 
off  his  rent  in  caice  of  failyea ;  [and  if  he]  shalbe  necessitate  to  doe  the  samyn 
sufficienthe  [they  shall]  discompt  to  him  for  his  paines  in  casting  and  helping 
[the  mill]  dame  from  the  milnes  to  Peebles  Water  foote,  tuenty  .... 
Scottes  money  to  be  allowed  in  his  bygane  rent. 

21  March,  1672. 

Race  on  Ordeanes  John  Smyth,  thesaurer,  to  buy  ane  silver  cupp  of  tuentie  ounce 

muir^  ^"^  "weight,  containing  ane  pynt,  with  my  Lord  Tueiddale  and  the  tounes  armes 

audit  on,  and  ane  saidle  worth  fortie  schilling  sterUng,  to  be  run  at  upon 

Beltaine  nixt,  upon  the  Whythauch-moore,  provyding  Posso,  younger,  grant 

Hbertie  of  ground  gratis,  who  is  to  be  written  to  for  that  effect. 

1  July,  1672. 
Vicar  of  Xhe   which   day   compeired   Mr.    John    Horsbruik,    viccar   pensioner   of 

Peebles,  and  declaired  he  is  content  to  accept  of  the  rule  of  payment  of  the 
viccarage  teyndes  payable  furth  of  the  toun  of  Peebles  dureing  his  serveing 
the  cure  as  viccar  thairof,  conforme  to  the  roll  and  rule  of  payment  payed 
be  them  to  Mr.  Robert  Smyth,  lait  viccar.  In  witnes  wherof  he  hes  subscrivit 
this  act.     (Signed)   J.  Horsbrugh. 

20  September,  1672. 
Groiindless  Thomas  Smyth,  flesheour,  present,  grantes  that  upon  Moonday  last,  at 

suspicion.      j^g  awne  hand,  he  ryped  John  Wallace  house  for  muttone  he  allegit  he  wanted  ; 
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grantes,  and  knowes  nothing  to  John  Wallace  but  honestie,  and  comes  in  will. 
Imposes  upon  him  therfor  tuentie  merkes  Scotes,  wherof  tua  merkes  to  be 
gevin  to  John  Wallace. 

30  December,  1672. 
Janet  Cochrane  in  Peebles,  present,  ordeaned  to  put  away  her  swyne  Janet  Coch- 
betuixt  and  Fastereven  nixt ;    and  in  the  meantyme  till  then  to  keepe  them  ^^"®^  swine, 
in  chaynes  within  the  hous,  with  certificatioun  it  shalbe  lesum  to  any  that 
finds  them  without  hous  to  schut  or  slay  them  ;   and  scho  to  be  banisht. 

17  March,  1673. 

Authorizes  and  ordeanes  John  Smyth,  thesaurer,  to  be  cawtioner  in  the  Franksland 
suspension  to  be  raised  be  John  Turnbull  and  WilUam  Brotherstanes  against  ^^  ^alatho. 
David  Bruce  his  letteres  of  homing  for  the  maill  of  Frankisland  and  Dalatho 
mortified  to  the  toun,  and  als  to  suspend  John  Patersones  charge  against  the 
toun  for  infefting  him  thairintill ;  and  the  magistrattes  and  counsell  hereby 
warrantes  them  to  reheve  him  of  all  traist  or  expens  he  shall  depurse  or 
incurre  therthrow. 

The   magistrattes   and   counsell   hcentiattes   and   gives   power   to   John  Ludgate. 
Edmond,  webster  in  Old  Toun,  to  build  out  with  his  dyke  betuixt  the  croce 
dyke  at  the  taill  foote  at  the  Ludgait,  als  farr  out  as  the  end  dyke  of  Patrik 
[Dikisones]  yaird,  he  payand  of  compositioun  to  the  toune  thesaurer  tuentie- 
foure  schilling  Scottes. 

18  August,  1673. 

Renewes  the  act  anentt  restraint  of  shearers  in  harvest,  as  followes,  that  Harvest 
none  of  this  burgh  goe  to  Lowthiane  or  elswher  to  the  ensewing  harvest  to'^^^^^'^* 
sheir  without  libertie  of  the  magistrattes  obteaned  thairto,  under  the  pane  of 
fyve  punds ;  and  siclyke  discharges  thes  strangeris  haveing  testimonialles  to 
goe  out  of  this  toun  (who  hes  bene  reseiding  therin  in  somer)  this  ensewing 
harvest,  under  the  pane  not  to  be  resett  hereafter,  and  the  resetter  to  pay 
fyve  punds.  Allowes  each  sufficient  man  scheirer  v  shillings,  and  a  woman 
four  shillings  daylie  in  harvest. 

8  September,  1673. 
Ordeanes    Androw    Haldine,  for    calumniateing    and    slandering    Robert  Slandering  a 
Thomsone,  baillie,  to  be  incarcerate  in  javill  fourtie-eight  houres,  and  to  pay       ^®* 
befor  he  be  relevit  four  punds  Scottes, 
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28  October,  1673. 
Fines.  Authorizes  and  statutes  that  in  all  tyme  comeing  all  delinquentes  shalbe 

fyned  that  same  day  they  ar  convict  for  their  ryotts  and  wrongs  be  the 
magistrattes,  with  consent  of  any  of  the  counsell  that  shalbe  present,  and  the 
delinquents  to  be  imprisoned  ay  and  whill  they  pay  their  fynes,  the  ane  half 
to  be  applyed  for  the  publict  use,  and  the  other  to  the  magistrattes. 


28  November,  1673. 
Cases  of  Inflictes  upon  William  Eumond,  sone  to  Andrew  Eumond,  for  stealHng 

theft.  John  Frankes  harrowes,  confest  be  himself,  eighteine  pundes  Scottes  money, 

and  to  be  wairded  till  it  be  payed,  and  als  to  remane  thairin  fourtie  eight 
hours ;  and  haveing  therafter  caused  searche  and  rype  Andrew  Eumond, 
elder,  father  to  the  said  William,  his  hous,  ther  was  found  therintill  some  hors 
trees.  coaU  creilles,  yron  slinges,  sundrie  keyes,  a  padok  lock,  ane  yron  hammer, 
ane  gemlock,  ane  yron  hackheid,  with  sundrie  other  yron  graith,  confest  stoUin 
be  the  said  WilUam  and  resett  be  the  said  Andrew,  his  father,  for  which  the 
said  WiUiam  is  ordeaned  to  pay  fourtie  shilling  more,  and  the  said  Andro 
tuelve  pundes  ;  and  both  of  them  to  sit  at  the  croce  upon  Tuesday  nixt,  being 
the  mercate  day,  for  the  space  of  tua  houres  in  mercate  t5mie  of  day,  bare 
heided,  with  the  said  stolline  graithe  about  them. 

8  December,  1673. 
Punishment  John  Horsbruik,  thesaurer,  to  be  comptable  for  tuentie  tua  punds  xvj  s. 

compounded  *^  ^^  payed  by  Andrew  Ewmond,  elder,  and  promitted  be  him  for  keeping 
for.  him  from  the  croce  according  to  the  former  act. 

4  May,  1674. 
Woollen  The   magistrattes   and   counsell   finding   that   ther   is   many   complaints 

against  thes  who  selles  woollen  yaime  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  publict 
mercattes  and  fair  dayes  of  this  burgh,  and  of  the  buyeris,  by  the  unsufficiencie 
of  the  yaime  occasioned  be  selling  the  same  in  wind  clewes ;  for  preventing 
wherof  they  statute,  enact,  and  ordeane  all  woollen  yairne  that  shall,  after  the 
eUevinth  day  of  Maij  instant,  be  presented  to  be  sold  in  any  mercate  or  faire 
holdin  within  this  burgh,  be  reilled  in  hankes  ;  and  if  any  woollen  yarn,  after 
the  said  day,  be  presented  to  or  sold  in  the  said  mercate  or  faire  dayes  in 
clewes,  the  samyn  is  and  shalbe  confiscate  to  pubhct  and  pious  uses  as  the 
magistrattes  and  counsell  shall  think  fitt. 


yam. 
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3  August,  1674. 
It  is  enacted,  statute,  and  concluded  that  all  quheate  that  shall  be  here-  Custom  on 

wllG3,t 

after  bought  be  any  burges  or  inhabitant  within  this  burgh  in  the  countrey 
from  countreymen,  shalbe  frie  from  payment  of  the  custome  and  ladill ;  and 
what  wheate  shalbe  bought  be  burgessis  or  inhabitantes  or  conditioned  for 
within  this  burgh,  to  pay  both  custome  and  ladill,  and  for  discoverie  hereof 
the  buyeres  to  give  oath  hereupon  when  requyred,  and  this  to  be  extended 
to  byganes  alswell  as  for  the  future. 

Ordeanes  all  thes  who  hes  any  foulles  to  cans  ather  clog  them  or  clip  ane  Transgres- 
of  their  winkes  ;  and  if  any  foulles  shalbe  found  heraf ter  ather  in  their  fo^ls. 
neighboures  cornes  or  upon  their  neighboures  housses,  it  shallbe  leisum  to 
the  awners  of  the  cornes  or  houssis  to  kill  the  saids  foulles  without  any 
recompens  maide  to  the  awneris,  and  that  the  awneris  of  thes  foulles  shall 
pay  to  the  publict  for  each  transgressioun  foure  shilling  for  each  foull  so 
found  transgressing. 

24  August,  1674. 
Anent  the  petitioun  gevin  in  to  the  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell,  Regulations 

for  sGrvjints 

be  John  Tueddell,  William  Tuedie,  John  Young,  Andro  Dickisone,  William 
Alane,  and  Robert  Hamiltoun,  for  themselves,  and  in  name  of  the  rest  of  the 
men  servants  within  the  burgh  of  Peebles,  makand  mention  that  for  avoyding 
of  confusion  and  for  ane  peaceable,  setled,  ordorlie  and  regular  way  in  all 
t5ane  hereafter,  the  heides  and  articles  following  may  be  granted  to  them  and 
their  successores  servants,  and  enacted  in  their  counsell  bookes  as  ane  rule 
in  all  tyme  coming  : — First,  That  they  have  ane  commoun  box  maide  upon 
their  awne  expenssis.  Secondly,  That  tua  of  them,  listed  be  them  and  their 
successoures,  and  elected  thairto  yeirUe,  ane  for  keeping  the  box  and  the  other 
the  key  therof.  Thirdlie,  That  everie  able  man  servant  shall  pay  to  the  box 
at  his  brotherine  threttie  schilhng  Scotts,  and  everie  lad  servant  tuentie 
schilling.  Fourthlie,  That  out  of  the  said  compositioun  ther  be  put  in  the 
box  for  each  servant  man  of  his  brotherine  ten  schilling,  and  for  each  servant 
lad  half  ane  merk,  and  each  of  them  to  give  in  yearlie  to  the  box  tua  schilling, 
and  to  poynd  and  imprisone  thairfor  be  advyce  of  the  magistrattes  and  their 
concurrence.  Fiftlie,  That  the  said  box  and  compositiones  and  fynes  be 
furthcomeand  and  applyed  to  the  use  and  behoove  of  the  saids  servants  and 
their  successores  that  shall  happin  to  be  reduced  to  povertie  by  old  aige, 
sicknes,  or  infirmitie,  they  alwayes  living  within  the  burgh ;    and  that  the 
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boxmaisteres  give  ane  accompt  yearlie  to  the  toun  counsell  how  it  is  improvine 
and  applyed.  Sixthlie,  That  everie  servant  man  or  lad  being  in  company  with 
any  of  his  brotherine  servants  leaves  him  be  the  way,  and  does  not  to  his 
power  helpe  him,  to  pay  to  the  box,  Mies  quoties,  ane  merk  Scottes.  Sevinthlie, 
That  everie  brother  (being  inveited  and  obteaning  his  maister  and  mistresses 
libertie),  and  goes  not  to  his  brothers  wedding  without  ane  reasonable  excuse, 
to  pay  into  the  box,  toties  quoties,  ane  merk  Scotts.  Eighthlie,  That  each  hors 
any  servant  shall  take  to  the  coalles  (besyde  his  maisteres,  and  havine  their 
licence),  he  shall  have  sexteine  pennies  money  forsaid,  and  to  ryde  upon  that 
hors  be  turnes.  Nynthlie,  That  all  of  them  shall  help  and  defend  others  in 
their  just  cans  and  rights,  and  to  their  outermost  power  suffer  none  to  wrang 
them  therein  be  the  way  home  or  forward.  Which  petitioun  being  read  and 
considered  be  the  saids  proveist  and  baiUies  and  counsell,  and  they  therwith 
being  weill  and  ryplie  advysed,  they  unanimouslie  approve  of  the  said 
petitioun  and  haill  articles  abovewritten,  and  consents  and  grantes  the  desyre 
therof,  and  ordeanes  the  same  to  be  registratt  for  a  rule  in  all  tyme  comeing, 
the  petitioners  and  their  successors  servants  alwayes  observing  their  pairties 
therof,  and  deporting  themselves  civillie  and  faithfullie,  wherein  if  they 
failyea  or  miscarieing  thes  presents  to  be  null  in  all  tyme  therafter. 


Alexander 

Laidlay, 

pyper. 


12  Ociober,  1674.  ' 
Alexander  Laidlay,  pyper,  being  accused  for  steilling  bear,  he  confest  the 
samen  steilling  of  25  sheaves,  and  came  in  the  counsells  will  therfor.  Ordeanes 
him  to  ly  in  the  steple  till  Teusday  nixt,  and  then  ordeanes  him  to  be  brought 
to  the  Tron,  and  ther  to  stand  ane  hour  with  ane  sheif  of  bear  besyd  him  ; 
and  theirafter  ordeanes  him  and  his  familie  to  be  banisht  with  him,  and 
therafter  never  to  returne,  under  the  paine  of  deid. 


Shoemakers' 
charges. 


7  December,  1674. 
The  counsell  ordeanes  the  cordiners  to  tak  no  more  for  singled  soled  work 
bot  eight  pennies,  and  tuelve  penneis  for  double  soled  work. 


Franksland 

and 

Dalatho. 


1  February,  1675. 
The  counsell  thinks  fitt  to  wryt  to  Mr.  John  Frank  to  speak  to  Captaine 
Patersone,  and  draw  up  ane  mutuall  band  betuixt  the  toun  and  him  that  they 
sail  be  equal  shares  of  all  they  recover  of  the  plea  anent  Franksland  and 
Dalatho,  and  not  agrie  with  him  except  he  get  the  said  band, 
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24  February,  1675. 

John    Brotherstaines,    younger,    being   accused   for   resetting   of   William  Theft  and 

reset 
Scotts  bear,  stollen  be  Thomas  Cranstoun,  his  servitour,  he  did  confess  the 

stealling  of  about  ane  peck  of  rough  bear,  for  quhich  the  counsell  enactes  him 

that  if  ever  he  be  found  in  the  lyk  fault  he  sail  undertak  present  banishment, 

and  ordaines  him  to  goe  to  the  stiple  and  thair  remaine  dureing  the  magis- 

trats  pleasour,  and  quhat  bear  William  Scott  wants  ordeanes  him  to  mak  it 

up ;    and  ordaines  Thomas  Cranstoun   presenttly  to  be  banished  never  to 

returne,  under  the  paine  of  death,  within  the  bounds  of  this  burgh. 

8  March,  1675. 
Ordeanes  James  Keady  to  pay  to  the  thesaurer  [five  merkes]  for  filling  Theft, 
his  putch  full  of  Thomas  Williamsones  bear,  in  regaird  he  confessed  the  samen, 
and  in  caise  he  ever  be  found  in  the  lyk  fault  ordaines  him  to  be  banished 
within  tuentie-four  hours  thairafter,  never  to  returne. 

12  April,  1675. 
The  proveist  haveing  compleaned  upon  Robert  Thomsone  for  saying  that  A  complaint 
he  had  gotten  his  land  teilled  and  ane  stone  of  wooll  as  ane  budd  for  the  proven, 
oversight  done  be  him  to  the  herds,  the  counsell  ordaines  the  proveist  to  mak 
ane  bill  against  the  baillie,  and  to  prove  the  samen. 

31  May,  1675. 
The  counsell  unanimously  grants  liberty  to  Pat  Dickisone,  merchant  in  Flesh- 
Peebles,  and  his  successors,  to  mak  twa  lights  in  the  west  syd  of  any  pairt  of 
his  back  land  when  built,  and  this  inrespect  he  did  them  the  lyk  favor  in 
letting  them  tak  doun  the  cunye  of  his  gavell  to  build  the  cheek  of  thair 
fleshmercat  yet  with  free  stones. 

20  March,  1676. 
The  counsell  ordaines  Gawine  Thomsone,  baillie,  and  the  clerk,  to  goe  and  Selkirk 
wait  upon  Selkrig  court,  and  they  to  be  lyable  for  their  expenssis. 

1  May,  1676. 
The  counsell  thinks  fitt  to  have  the  shoemarket  betuixt  the  croce  and  Shoe  market: 
the  eist  port,  upon  the  south  syd  of  the  streit,  in  regard  all  the  rest  of  the 
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markets  ar  in  the  west  end  of  the  toun,  and  that  in  regaird  it  is  caryed  be 
plurahty  of  voites  that  it  should  be  so. 

12  May,  1676. 
The  counsel!,  taking  to  thair  consideration  the  abuse  committed  upon  the 
high  street  of  the  toun  be  laying  middings  thairupon  without  the  gutters, 
they  have  nominat  William  Plenderleith  and  James  Halden  for  the  east 
quarter,  John  Hay  and  Andrew  Halden  for  the  south  quarter,  Alexander 
Jonkison  and  James  [Borrowman]  for  the  northwest  quarter,  Thomas  Wilham- 
son  and  William  Scott  for  the  Northgait,  which  quartermasters  the  counsell 
ordains  to  leid  the  haill  muck  in  thair  severall  quarteris  upon  the  Munday 
morning,  ilk  fortnight  once,  incaice  the  inhabitants  faill  to  cary  it  away 
themselves  on  Saturday,  and  incaice  the  quartermaisteres  failyea  they  to  be 
poynded  at  the  magistrats  pleasur. 

5  June,  1676. 

Fynes  George  Forbes  in  thrie  pounds  for  usurping  the  styll  of  a  burges 
of  this  burgh,  he  not  being  so. 

Gawine  Thomsone,  after  proveist  Williamsones  death,  is  be  the  counsell 
chosen  keeper  of  the  keys  in  his  stead. 


19  June,  1676. 
Clerk's  fees.  The   counsell   authorizes   the   clerk   to   take   eighteen   shillings   for   each 

contract  of  mariadge  or  band  of  wadset  that  is  written,  being  thair  notar, 
quhen  they  come  to  take  infeftment  thairon. 


Flesh- 
market. 


Harvest 
reapers. 


False 
swearing. 


26  June,  1676. 
Ordaines   the   flesmercat   to   goe   round   the   north   end,    and   all   to   be 
sclaitted. 

7  August,  1676. 
Finds  that  quhair  ther  are  two  sheirers  hyred  out  of  the  toune  in  one 
house,  that  the  one  of  their  fies  sail  come  in  to  the  toun  and  magistrats,  and 
ordains   the   magistrats,    after   their   return,    to   poynd   or   incarcerat   them 
thairfor. 

26  February,  1677. 
Ordaines  Adam  Caitcheon  and  his  spouse  to  stand  at  the  cros  with  ane 
paper  on  thair  face  for  the  fals  swearing  and  perjury  anent  the  excise  of  the 
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malt,  in  regaird  they  only  gave  up  twa  bolls,  and  therafter  ther  wes  four  boUs 
and  ten  pecks  maid  out  against  them,  otherwayes  to  pay  ten  merkes,  and  in 
aither  caice  both  to  remain  fourty-eight  houres  in  close  prison  ;  and  discharges 
them  of  brewing  dureing  the  counsells  pleasure,  and  quhill  they  be  supplicat. 

Anent  ane  supplication  gevin  in  be  Alexander  Watsone,  Robert  Lyne,  Act  in  favor 
Robert  Grahames,  elder  and  younger,  Robert  Fotheringhames,  elder  and  °Q^j-^gj.g_ 
younger,  and  Archbald  Hamiltoun,  cordiners,  burgessis  of  Peebles,  that  as 
the  said  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell,  be  thair  act  of  the  dait  the  fourtein 
day  of  June  j'"  vj"^  sixty-nyn,  did  give  Uberty  to  them  and  their  successors 
to  keep  ane  common  box  for  the  maintenance  of  the  old  and  infirme  persones 
of  the  said  traide,  and  to  exact  from  each  persone  of  the  trade  tuelve  pennyes 
Scots  quarterly,  and  from  every  person  selHng  doublesold  work  without  this 
burgh  tuelve  pennyes  Scots,  and  every  person  selling  single  sold  work  eight 
pennies  Scots,  ilk  fair  and  mercat  day,  and  to  uplift  such  impositiones  as  the 
magistrats  and  they  should  impose  upon  any  of  thair  trade  that  should  be 
admitted  burges  and  freeman,  provyding  we  should  be  comptable  to  the 
counsell  yeirly  thairfor,  as  the  said  act  of  the  dait  forsaid  bears ;  and  seeing 
it  is  lykwayes  necessar  that  non  of  the  said  traid  should  tak  in  any  prenteisses 
or  jorne5mien  without  the  advyce  of  the  magistrattes  and  haill  traid,  and 
payment  of  such  compositiones  as  sail  be  imposed  be  them  upon  the  saids 
prenteisses  or  jorneymen,  therfor  humbly  besought  the  saids  magistratts  and 
counseU  to  mak  that  a  law  among  them  in  tyme  comeing  ;  which  supplication 
and  unanimous  consent  of  the  haill  traide  being  be  the  saids  magistrats  and 
counsell  considered,  and  they  thairwith  being  weill  and  ryply  advysed,  they, 
inrespect  of  thair  due  obedience  and  good  compt  maid  yeirly  to  the  counseU, 
ratefie  and  approve  the  forsaid  act  in  the  haiU  heads  and  points  thairof,  and 
discharges  any  of  thair  traid  to  tak  in  any  prenteisses  or  jorneymen  in  tyme 
comeing  till  first  the  magistrats  and  the  traids  consent  be  obtainet  thairto, 
and  payment  be  maid  of  such  impositions  as  they  shall  be  ordained  to  pay. 

26  March,  1677. 
The  counsell  unanimously  resolves  to  have  a  race  on  the  morrow  after  Beltane  race. 
Beltane  day,  and  that  for  ane  silver  plaitt  att  six  pounds  sterling,  and  upon 
the  day  thairafter  ane  saidle  att  the  valew  of  threttie  shillings,  and  the  toun 
must  advance  it  this  yeir,  and  heirafter  it  is  to  be  advanced  be  tuelve  pennies 
upon  the  boll  of  malt,  and  twelf  [shilling]  upon  every  peice  of  wyn  ;  and  the 
inputs  are  to  be  for  the  plait — if  thair  be  two  horse,  sevin  dollers  a  peice,  and 
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if  thrie  horse  run,  fyve  dollers,  and  if  more  run,  for  ilk  ane  fyve  dollers  ;    and 
the  inputs  for  the  saidle  to  be  as  foUowis — tua  dollers  for  ilk  anes  hors. 

20  July,  1677. 
Ordeanes  the  walk  myln  to  be  built  in  staine  work,  and  the  offer  of  the 
timber  work  to  be  maid  to  the  Haldens,  and  if  they  refuise,  to  seek  uthers. 

26  September,  1677. 
The  proveist  and  baillies  being  conveened  in  the  presens  of  John 
Horsbrugh,  lait  thesaurer  (he  being  upon  deathbed),  for  clearing  ane  difference 
of  thrie  score  sevintein  pounds,  quhich  James  and  Andrew  Haldens,  mylners, 
allegit  they  had  payed  to  him  more  than  wes  contained  in  thair  discharges, 
quhich  the  said  John  altogether  denyed  ;  and  the  saids  James  and  Andrew 
Haldens  referred  it  to  his  oath,  whither  or  not,  in  January  1675  he  received 
from  them  two  hundreth  merks,  and  als  much  more  as  maid  one  of  the 
hundreth  merkis  thriescore  sevintein  punds,  and  only  delyverit  them  a  dis- 
charge for  ane  hundreth  merkis,  which  the  said  John  instantly  deferred  to 
thair  oathes,  and  they  refused  to  depone  thairupone,  quhairupone  the  said 
proveist  and  baillies  fand  they  had  not  provin  thair  exception  ;  thairfor 
ordaines  them  to  pay  to  the  said  John  Horsbrugh  the  forsaid  soume  of  thrie 
score  sevintein  pounds  contraverted  :  upon  the  quhich  all  and  sundry  the 
premissis  Mr.  John  Horsbrugh,  sone  to  the  said  John,  asked  instruments, 
and  protestit  that  they  mycht  never  be  heard  to  propone  the  samen  in  tyme 
comeing,  quhich  was  admittit.  These  things  wer  done  betuixt  ten  and  elevin 
houres  in  the  foirnoon,  befor  Mr.  John  Hay,  parson  of  Peebles,  James 
Horsbrugh,  lait  proveist  thair,  and  David  Plenderleith,  merchant  in  Edinburgh. 

19  November,  1677. 
Fynes  Adam  Russell,  for  blod  and  ryot  on  John  Lowes,  in  eight  merks. 
Fynes  John  Lowes  for  calhng  Adam  Russell  a  impertinent  knave,  and  strugling 
with  him,  fourty  shilUng. 

January,  1678. 
Ordaines  the  proveist  and  baillie  Plenderleith  to  grant  ane  precept  of 
clare  constat  to  the  Ladyes  of  Pirn,  of  the  lands  of  Kirno,  as  heirs  portioners 
to  thair  father,  conform  to  his  seasing,  and  declaires  the  samen  als  sufficient 
as  if  the  wholl  counsell  had  subscrivit. 
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3  August,  1678. 

The  counsel!  ordaines  the  horses  to  goe  to  Pinkie  with  ane  raik  of  sclaits  Pinkie, 
to  my  Lord  Tueiddale,  att  any  tyme  within  these  fourtein  dayes  when  [they] 
shall  appoynt. 

Ordaines  the  thesaurer  to  buy  ane  bull,  and  ordaines  Andrew  EwmondBuU. 
to  keep  him  the  wholl  winter  upon  the  hay  at  Betsbrae,  and  if  thair  be  not 
a  bull  gotten,  ordaines  the  thesaurer  to  intromett  thairwith. 

Fynes  James  Brotherstaines  in  fyve  merks,  for  ryping  William  Borrowman  Unauthorised 
for  gras,  without  command  of  a  magistrat.  search. 

The  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsel!  of  Peebles,  considdering  the  great  Servants  and 
prejudice  masters  and  mistresses  of  famihes  sustaines  through  men  and  *^^*" 
women  servants  fieing  themselves  from  Whitsounday  to  harvest,  and  fra 
harvest  be  done  whil!  Mertimes,  and  keeping  the  harvest  to  themselves,  they 
do  thairfor  discharge  any  person  to  fie  men  or  women  servants  to  be  fied  with 
the  reservation  of  the  harvest  to  themselves,  under  the  paine  of  fyve  pounds 
Scots  money ;  lykeas  the  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  declaires  that 
whoever  resetts  any  of  the  saids  men  or  women  that  fies  themselves  with 
that  reservation  of  the  harvest  to  themselves  whill  Mertimes,  sail  be  lyable 
for  forty  pounds  Scots  money ;  and  if  these  servants,  who  have  so  fied  them- 
selves, should  goe  in  [to  the  harvest],  or  reteir  from  thair  service,  being  fied, 
and  goe  to  thair  parents  [hous,  the]  saids  proveist,  bailHes,  and  counsell 
declaires  that  they  sail  be  banished  the  toun  for  ever,  and  fyned  in  ten  pounds 
Scots  ;  lykeis  the  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  impowers  masters  and 
mistresses  who  have  fied  thair  servants  with  the  [reservation  to  keep]  them 
without  any  new  agriement,  and  if  they  run  away,  ordaines  them  to  be 
banished  with  tuck  of  drum,  and  fyned  in  ten  pounds.  And  ordaines  the 
harvest  dayes  wages  to  be  as  follows  :  to  each  man  shearer,  fyve  schilling 
Scots ;  and  each  woman,  four  shilling.  And  whoever  hes  fied  or  fies  them- 
selves away  contrair  to  this  act,  or  exacts  more  daily  waidges  than  is  above 
sett  doun,  the  counsell  declaires  they  will  fyne  them  in  thair  fie. 

As  also  the  said  proveist,   baillies,  and  counsell  heirby  discharges  any  Swane  to  be 
persones  within  thft' burgh,  who  have  any  swyn,  to  suffer  the  samen  to  goe ''®^*''^"®*^- 
without  thair  own  housses  or  closes,  under  the  paine  of  ten  pounds  Scots 
money,  toties  quoties. 

18  September,  1678. 

Fynes  Christian  Brotherstaines  for  abusing  her  brother  in  calling  him  Slander, 
ane  mensworn  thief,  before  the  baillie,  in  fyve  merks, 
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14  October,  1678. 
Ordaines   the   proveist,    baillies,    clerk,    and    thesaurer   to   speak   to   the 
sheriff,  and  crave  ane  perambulation  betuixt  the  toiin  and  Hundleshope,  and 
Barns,  that  thair  may  be  marches  sett  doun  betuixt  them  ;    and  to  complean 
for  the  ryot. 

14  April,  1679. 

Ordeans  the  magistrats  to  tak  the  militia  armes  from  James  Brother- 
staines,  elder,  and  to  delyver  them  to  some  poor  man. 

Alexander  Edmond,  weaver,  burges  of  Peebles,  is  fyned  in  ten  punds  for 
alledging  Adam  Robertsone  had  broken  his  house. 

28  July,  1679. 

Ordeanes  the  magistrats  to  call  for  the  list  of  the  horsses  that  were  att 
the  earle  of  Tueiddales  lyme,  and  such  as  wer  not  thairat  ordaines  them  to 
goe  to  the  tounes  lyme  this  day  eight  dayes,  under  the  paine  of  threttein 
shilling  four  pennies  for  ilk  horse  ;  and  such  honest  men  as  want  servants, 
ordaines  the  thesaurer  to  cans  the  taskers,  devot  casters,  or  the  lyk,  to  goe 
to  the  lyme  with  thair  horse. 

Ordaines  the  proveist  and  bailhe  Plenderleith  to  ansuer  the  Lady  Black- 
barronies  letter  in  hir  termes,  that  they  wonder  upon  quhat  accompt  her 
ladyship  quarrells  our  possession  of  our  own  property,  and  declairing  that 
we  will  use  it  att  our  pleassour. 


29  August,  1679. 

Burgesses  to  The  counsell  heirby  ordaines  every  burges  of  this  burgh  to  provyd  and 

withTniis^     have  in  readiness  ane  stand  of  sufficient  armes,  to  witt,  ane  pick  and  ane 

sword,   or  ane  musket  and  fyrelock,   and  to  be  ready  to  randevouze   upon 

Tueid-green   again   the   ellevint   day  of  November  nixt,   under  the  pane   of 

twenty  merks  Scots  money  for  ilk  persone  that  failyes. 


Uncivillity  of 
the  court. 


Abusing  the 
court. 


6  October,  1679. 

Ordaines  the  thesaurer  to  cans  mend  the  stocks  and  bring  them  to  the 
tolbuith,  and  ordaines  the  baillies  to  lay  any  person  that  comes  full  to  the 
court  thairin,  to  ly  dureing  the  continuance  of  the  court,  and  thairafter  dureing 
the  magistrats  pleassour. 

Fynes  Thomas  Williamsone  for  stryking  of  James  Melros  in  the  tolbuith 
in  f jrve  merks  Scots.  Fynes  Andrew  Halden  for  abuseing  of  the  court  in  uther 
fyve  merks  Scots, 
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11  October,  1679. 

The  haill  presentt  counsellers  and  clerk  took  ane  oath  of  secresie,  and  the  Oath  of 
other  two  att  the  first  meiting  are  ordained  to  doe  the  samen.  secrecy. 

It  is  caryed  be  voites  that  baihe  Plenderleith,  baihe  Borrowman,  John  Circuit  court 
Hope,  John  Go  van,  and  the  clerk,  being  chosen  to  goe  to  Jedburgh  to  attend^  ^^^ 

the  circuit  court,  they  are  allowed  each  of  them  fourty  shilling  Scots  a  day. 

16  October,  1679. 

Gawine  Thomsone,  present  proveist  of  Peebles,  depairted  this  l5^e.  Death  of 

provost. 

26  January,   1680. 

Ther  being  ane  complaint  maid  to  the  baillies  and  counsell  anent  the  Swine  to  be 
skaith  done  be  swyne  within  this  burgh  through  their  goeing  louse  up  andj^^^^^^  ^" 
doun  the  toun,  therfor  it  is  statut  and  ordained  that  whoever  hes  any  swyn 
sail  keep  them  within  thair  own  houssis  or  closes,  under  the  paine  of  half  a 
croun,  toties  quoties,  as  they  sail  be  found  out  thairof ;  and  ordaines  the 
officers  to  poynd  them  if  they  doe  in  the  contrair,  and  apply  the  half  of  the 
fynes  to  their  own  use. 

And  in  regaird  ther  are  severalls  within  this  burgh  that  taks  no  paines  Building  of 

to    build    their    slaps,    quhairby    their    neighbours    are    greatly    dammadged,  ^'^P^- 

therfor  it  is  statut  and  ordained  that  whoever  hes  any  slaps  and  does  not 

build  the  samen  once  this  night,  they  sail  be  poynded  for  half  a  crown,  and 

quhat  skaith  they  themselves  getts  thairthrow  none  to  be  lyable  thairfor,  and 

quhatever  skaith  thair  neighbours  getts  throw  the  samen,   they  are  to  be 

lyable  thairfor. 

As  also  the  baiUies  and  counsell,  considdering  the  great  abuse  that  is  Street 

clccLnsinsr 
committed  through  middings  lying  upon  the  hea  streit,  therfor  they  ordaine 

all  the  burgessis  and  inhabitants  within  this  burgh  to  remove  thair  middings 

of  the  hea  streit  thairof  betuixt  and  the  tuenty  two  day  of  Februarii  nixto- 

come,  and  whoever  hes  or  layes  any  muck  upon  the  hea  streit  beyond  their 

gutters  after  that  tyme,  ordains  the  officers  to  po5md  ilk  ane  of  them  for  half 

a  croun,  and  to  apply  it  to  their  oun  uses. 

23  February,  1680. 

The  counsell,  upon  my  lord  Yesters  apphcation,  have  allowed  him  fifty  Lime  allowed 
,       ^        e  ■,-  to  Lord 

loads  of  hme.  Yester. 
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8  March,  1680. 
The  counsell,  considdering  that  John  Gilleis  is  now  ad5dng,  and  considder- 
ing  that  thair  is  a  necessity  of  a  third  officer,  thairfor  they  have  continewed 
James  Melros  eldest  officer,  and  creat  Patrick  Veitch  second  officer,  and 
allowes  him  tuenty  merks  of  fie  and  the  bell  and  the  knock  ;  and  John 
Lowes  youngest  officer,  and  allowes  him  tnenty  merks  of  cellary,  and 
declaires  that  they  will  admitt  him  dean  of  gild  officer  and  officer  to  the 
sessioun,  for  quhich  he  hes  thrie  punds  of  cellary  ;  and  allowes  the  haill 
thrie  to  be  equall  in  infeftments,  sentence  money,  javeller  fie,  and  wairnings 
to  the  court.  The  saids  Patrick  Veitch  and  John  Lowes  gave  their  oathes 
of  fidelitie,  and  ordained  to  prepare  thair  cautioners  against  Saturnday  nixt. 


Antiquity  of 
the  burgh. 


Burgh 
officers. 


7  June,  1680. 

Allowes  the  thesaurer  to  satisfy  Mr.  John  Frank  fourty-one  pounds  nyn 
shilling,  quhich  wes  the  money  really  givin  out  be  him  for  renewing  of  a  paper 
anent  the  antiquity  of  the  burgh,  quhich  wes  recorded  in  the  Scotch  Register 
att  Cambridge,  and  extracted  be  Mr.  John  Hay  and  severall  uthers  of  the 
fellowes  of  the  said  coUedge ;  and  the  counsell  gives  Mr.  John  hearty  thanks 
for  his  paines.' 

Admitts  Thomas  Patersone  officer,  in  place  of  Patrick  Veitch,  now 
deceised,  and  ordaines  James  Melros  to  get  up  the  rid  coat  from  Patrick 
Veitches  relict,  and  delyver  it  to  Thomas  Patersoune,  and  allowes  the  relict 
a  quarters  duty,  and  Thomas  to  have  only  another  quhill  Mertimes. 


Harvest 
shearers. 


2  August,  1680. 
The  baillies  and  counsell  of  this  burgh,  considdering  the  great  prejudice 
that  the  burgeses  and  inhabitants  thairof  who  hes  any  labouring  in  thair  oun 
hands,  sustains  throw  the  inhabitants  thairof  ther  fieing  themselves  abroad 
in  the  harvest  tyme,  quharby  ther  cornes  are  endangered  for  want  of  help  of 
those  whom  they  are  aither  forced  to  mentain  the  rest  of  the  yeir,  or  of  those 
who  are  obleidged  as  burgessis  or  utherwayes  not  to  fie  abroad  quhill  the  toun 
be  first  served ;  therfor  the  saids  baillies  and  counsell  heirby  discharges  any 
'The   paper   referred    to   is   printed   in        MS.   "  Scotichronicon, "  preserved  at  Cam- 


Dr.  Pennecuik's  "Description of  Tweeddale" 
(1815  edition),  pp.  275-9.  It  consists  of  an 
account  of  the  founding  of  the  Cross  Church 
of  Peebles  as  originally  related  in  Fordun's 


bridge,  and  in  Dempster's  "  Ecclesiastical 
History  of  Scotland. ' '  See  '  'A  Peebles  Aisle 
and  Monastery,"  pp.  24,  25;  "Gleanings 
from  Peebles  Kecords,  1604-52,"  chap,  xxi, 
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of  the  burgessis  or  inhabitants  therof  to  fie  themselves  abroad,  in  landwart 
this  enshewing  harvest,  except  in  the  caices  following,  viz.  : — quhair  ther  are 
two  or  thrie  able  shearers  in  one  house,  in  quhich  caice  they  heirby  licentiat 
one  of  them  to  fie  in  landwart  quhair  they  please,  and  no  utherwayes,  and 
that  under  the  paine  of  fyve  pounds  Scots  money  to  be  payed  be  ilk  persone 
contraveener.  And  for  further  incouradgment  to  byd  att  home  the  saids 
baillies  and  counsell  allowes  ther  dayes  waidges  this  harvest  to  be  as  follows, 
viz.,  to  ilk  able  man  shearer  fyve  shilling  Scots  a  day,  and  to  ilk  able  woman 
shearer  four  shilling  Scots  a  day ;  and  discharges  the  giveing  or  receaving  of 
more  fies,  under  the  paine  of  fourty  shilling  Scotts  money,  toties  quoties. 

1  November,  1680. 
Ther  being  application  maide  be  Cleghorne  for  some  thing  to  help  the  Mouse 
building  of  a  bridge  over  the  Mouse,  the  counsell  allowes  the  thesaurer  to   "  ^^' 
give  four  dollers  thairto,  and  the  dean  of  gilds  boxmaister  one  doller, 

John  Stewart,  in  Edderstoun,  being  conveaned  be  the  proveist  for  saying  Defamatory 
befor  his  face  that  William  Williamsone  wes  a  false  beefheaded  knave,  and  ^"8"^^- 
it  being  brought  befor  the  counsell,  they  fyne  him  therfor  in  ten  merks  Scots 
money. 

27  December,  1680. 

David  Nisbet  haveing  gevin  in  a  supplication  to  the  counsell  to  admitt  Workmen, 
him  burges,  they,  upon  the  accompt  that  he  is  a  workman,  and  that  the  toun 
are  scarce  of  workmen,  have  admitted  him  burges  gratis. 

Att  Peebles  the  tenth  day  of    January  j'"  vj''  and  four  scoire  ane  yeirs,  Privileges  of 
anent  the  petitione  given  in  before  the  proveist,  bailyeas,  and  counsell  of     ^  ^  ^^^' 
Peebles,  att  the  instance  of  Thomas  Hope,  Andrew  Gillies,  William  Scott, 
James  Grieve,  Thomas  Andrew,  WiUiam  Philips,  and  Thomas  Hay,  tailyours,     • 
burgessis  of  Peebles,  for  themselves  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  remanent 
members  of  the  said  trade  within  the  burgh  of  Peebles,  mackand  mentioun 
that  quhair  thair  are  severalls  of  the  said  trade  fallen  off,  seik  and  infirm, 
and  hes  noething  to  interteine  themselves  upon,  and  that  they  will,  with  all 
their  hearts,  contribut  to  their  mentinance,  and  for  that  effect  pay  in  the 
quarter  dewties,  provyding  the  saids  proveist,  bailyeas,  and  counsell  would 
allow   them   the   friedome   of   a   boxmaster,   whome   they  wer  content   the 
counsell  should  nominat,  and  authorize  them  to  impose  upon  ilk  prenteis  that 
should  enter  to  the  said  trade  soe  mutch  at  the  entrie  of  his  prenteiship,  and 
soe  mutch  when  he  entres  frieman,  and  upon  ilk  one  that  does  not  serve  their 
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prenteiship  within  this  burgh  soe  mutch  when  he  comes  to  be  a  jurneymane 
within  the  samen,  and  soe  mutch  when  he  comes  to  be  a  frieman  theroff,  as 
the  said  suppHcation  at  lenth  bears ;  which  supphcatione  being  at  lenth  con- 
sidered be  the  said  proveist,  bailyeas,  and  counsel!,  and  they  therwith  being 
well  and  rypely  advysed,  they  all,  in  ane  voyce,  have  ordained,  and  hereby 
ordaines,  ilk  burges  and  frieman  of  the  said  trade  within  the  burgh  to  pay  in 
to  the  boxmaster  afternamed  the  sowme  of  tua  shilling  Scotts  money, 
quarterly,  beginnand  the  first  quarters  payment  thairof  at  Candlesmes 
nextocome,  and  sua  furth  quarterly  thairafter  in  all  tyme  comeing ;  as  also 
ordaines  ilk  prenteis  at  his  entrie  to  his  prenteiship  to  pay  in  to  the  said  box 
threttine  shilling  foure  pennes,  and  at  his  entring  frieman  to  the  said  trade 
threttie  shilling  money  forsaid,  and  ilk  jurneyman  that  comes  to  work,  that 
hes  not  served  his  prenteiship  within  the  said  burgh,  tuentie  shilling  money 
forsaid,  and  at  their  entrie  to  be  frieman  of  the  said  trade,  four  merks  money 
forsaid.  And  have  nominat,  and  heirby  nominats,  the  said  Thomas  Hope  to 
be  boxmaster  to  the  said  trade  quhill  Michaellmes  j'"  vj'=  and  eightie  ane 
years,  and  the  said  Andrew  Gillies  to  keep  the  kees  of  the  said  box  quhill  the 
said  tyme.  And  ordaines  the  magistrats  to  give  their  concurrence  to  the 
said  boxmaster  and  his  successors  for  poynding  or  imprisoning  for  the  saids 
quarter  dews  and  others  above  mentionat,  provyding  allwayes  they  mack 
just  compt  and  reckoning  for  thair  said  box  to  the  proveist,  bailyeas,  and 
counsell  of  the  said  burgh,  yearly,  quhen  they  shall  be  requyred  thairto, 
utherwayes  if  they  failyea  thir  presentts  to  be  null  in  all  tyme  thairafter. 


Abuse  and 
mischief. 


25  April,  1681. 
Fynes   Archibald   Halden   in   ten   merks   Scots   money,    for   abusing   the 
magistrats,  throwing  a  stone  over  the  steeple,  and  ringing  the  fray  bell. 


Pilmuir 
common. 


Hutcheon- 
field. 


6  May,  1681. 

Ordaines  two  men  of  these  belonging  to  the  Venlaw,  to  goe  with  the 
Venlaw  sheep  to  Pilmuir,  twyce  ilk  week,  and  keep  them  thair  dureing  thair 
pleassour. 

The  counsell  declaires  that  they  sail  undergoe  quhat  coast,  skaith,  dam- 
madge,  intrest  and  expenssis,  the  proveist,  baillies,  and  utheris  may  sustaine 
through  the  defending  of  Pilmuir  common  against  Hutcheonfield,  and  for 
thair  imprisoning  him  thairanent. 
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Nominats  baillie  Hope  to  goe  to  Edinburgh,  upon  Wednesday  nixt,  to  Law  pleas 
attend  the  law  with  Cringiltie  and  Blackbarronie,  and  uthers  contained  incringletie 
our  summonds.  and  Black- 

28  November,   1681.  barony. 

The  which  day,  William  Plenderleith,  proveist ;  John  Hope,  baillie  ;  and^^pi^^if" 
John  Govan,  thesaurer,  produced  ane  act  of  his  royall  highness,  and  lords  of  test, 
his  Majesties  privy  counsell,  proseiding  upon  ane  supplication  given  in  be 
them  for  themselves,  and  in  name  of  the  remanent  magistrats  and  counsell 
of  the  said  burgh,  of  the  dait  the  tuenty-fourth  day  of  November  j'"  vj'= 
fourscore  one  yeirs,  wherby  his  royall  highness  and  the  saids  lords  of  his 
Majesties  privy  counseU,  in  regaird  that  the  saids  proveist,  baillies,  and 
thesaurer  had  taken  and  signed  the  test  befor  one  of  the  counsells  number 
commissionat  for  that  effect,  does  authorize  and  commissionat  them  to 
administrat  the  said  test  to  the  remanent  magistrats,  counsellors,  and  clerk 
of  the  said  burgh,  and  to  sie  them  tak  and  signe  the  samen,  and  appoints  them 
to  report  ane  accompt  thairof  to  the  counsell,  betuixt  and  the  third  Thursday 
of  December  nixt.  In  obedience  to  quhich  commission,  the  said  William 
Plenderleith,  proveist,  haveing  caused  \^ime  the  counsellors  to  meit  within 
the  tolbuith  of  Peebles  this  day,  in  order  to  thair  administration  of  the  said 
test  to  them^  and  who  being  accordingly  mett  be  the  said  proveist,  did 
interrogat  them  thairanent,  as  follows — viz.,  John  Hay,  baillie,  who  wes 
content  to  tak  it ;  William  Scott,  dean  of  guild,  who  refused  it ;  James 
Halden,  who  wes  content  to  tak  it ;  John  Borrowman,  who  wes  content  to 
tak  it ;  Alexander  Jonkisone,  who  refused  it ;  Wilhame  Hislope,  who  wes 
content  to  tak  it ;  James  Greive,  who  refused  it ;  Adam  Lytle,  who  wes 
content  to  tak  it ;  Archibald  Sheill,  who  refused  it ;  John  Jonkisone,  who 
wes  content  to  tak  it ;  Thomas  Chisholme,  who  wes  content  to  tak  it ; 
William  Wyllie,  deacon  of  the  weavers,  who  wes  content  to  tak  it ;  Thomas 
Hope,  who  wes  content  to  tak  it ;   and  John  Tod,  who  took  it. 

5  December,  1681. 
The  counseU,  considdering  the  great  expenssis  that  the  toun  are  att  in  Expense  of 
creating  burgessis,  and  considering  that  the  ryots  doe  properly  belong  to  the  buj-gesses. 
magistrats,  therfor  they  have  heartily  givin  to  the  magistrats  present  and  to  Fines, 
come,  the  haill  ryots  that  sail  happen  to  be  modified  be  the  counsell  from 
tyme  to  tyme ;    and  discharges  the  magistrats  to  break  any  ryots  be  them- 
selves, quhiU  they  be  first  convict  in  the  court  and  broken  be  the  counsell ; 
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Parties  who 
refused  test. 


Trial  of 
rioters. 


in  requytall  quhairof  the  magistrats  have  ingadged  to  be  at  the  wholl 
expenssis  of  making  of  whatsomever  burgessis  that  sail  happen  to  be  created 
be  them  in  thair  tyme,  except  to  noblemen  to  quhom  the  toun  are  to  be  att 
more  expens  then  ordinary. 

Alexander  Jonkisone,  James  Grieve,  Archibald  Sheill,  and  Thomas 
Stoddart  haveing  refused  the  test,  have  deserted  thair  charge,  quhich  is 
declaired  vaccand. 

26  December,  1681. 
Discharges  the  magistrats  and  counsell  to  break  any  ryots  except  on 
Munday,  quhich  is  the  ordinar  counsell  day,  to  quhich  the  haill  counsellers 
axe  to  be  wairned  ;  and  ordains  the  magistrats  to  cause  the  delinquents  enact 
themselves  be  cautioners  to  compeir  the  nixt  counsell  day,  under  the  paine 
of  fifty  pounds  Scots  money,  and  the  delinquents  and  their  cautioners  to  pay 
the  clerk  for  thair  act  in  the  accustomed  manner. 


Common 
grass  to  be 
let. 


13  February,  1682. 
The  counsell,  considdering  the  great  abuses  that  are  committed  within 
the  toune  by  the  common  grass  being  unsett,  they  have  therfor  resolved  to 
sett  the  wholl  commoun  grass  for  the  publict  use  of  the  toun,  for  defraying  a 
pairt  of  the  pubHct  chairges  and  augmentatioun  of  the  common  good,  as 
follows,  viz.  : — The  high  green  and  the  Gyts  fra  William  Woods  barn  end 
to  Jean  Tueiddyes  steep,  with  the  reservatioun  of  the  faires  called  St.  Peters- 
day,  and  the  St.  Diningsday,  for  sheep  and  nolt ;  and  fra  the  steep  to  baillie 
Hopes  land  foott,  with  the  reservatioun  of  clay  and  faill  and  of  St.  Petersday  ; 
and  fra  baiUie  Hopes  land  foot  to  the  sand  bed,  without  any  reservatioun  ; 
the  Paddook  pools  or  Old  Toun  green  with  the  reservation  of  the  drift  nolt 
and  drift  sheep,  and  clay  and  faiU  ;  the  Castlehill,  with  the  reservation  of 
drifts  betuixt  the  waters  betuixt  Peebles  Water  cald  and  the  Tree  bridges, 
with  the  reservation  of  washing  the  flooders,  with  the  reservation  of  clay  and 
faill  at  Tweid-bridg-end ;  fra  the  Stoups  to  the  Whythauch  march,  without 
any  reservation  ;  and  fra  the  Stoops  upward  to  the  loan,  with  the  reservation 
of  the  loan  and  of  faill  to  the  myln  ;  it  being  heirby  declaired  that  whoever 
casts  any  faill  upon  any  of  the  forsaids  places  reserved  bot  for  walheads  and 
skews,  shall  be  lyable  in  the  sowme  of  ten  pounds,  and  whoever  casts  more 
clay  as  they  make  use  of  are  to  be  lyable  in  the  lyk  soume  of  ten  pounds  ; 
and  discharges  any  baiting  upon  any  of  the  forsaids  places  quhen  they  are 


1682]  OF  THE  BURGH  OF   PEEBLES.  103 

leading  faill  or  clay,  under  paine  of  fyve  pounds ;  and  ordeanes  the  samen 
gras  to  be  rouped  publictly  with  the  Dodhouse  land. 

27  February,  1682. 

The  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  of  Peebles,  understanding  how  that^o"^P*     , 
1  .,.,  ,.,,.,.  ,,■       youths  and 

the  youth  and  servants  of  this  burgh  are  corrupted  with  drinking,  and  playing  servants. 

at  cairds  and  dyce,  throw  their  not  being  punished  thairfor,  and  through  the 
houssis  quhair  they  drink  and  play  not  being  punished  for  thair  receipt ;  for 
remeid  quhairof  they  have  enacted  and  ordained  that  whoever,  not  being 
major,  or  being  major  and  in  present  service,  beis  found  aither  to  play  att 
cairds  or  dyce,  aither  in  the  feilds  or  in  a  house,  sail  be  fyned  in  the  soume 
of  ten  merks,  and  ly  in  prison  quhill  it  be  payed,  and  the  nixt  mercat  day  sail 
stand  in  the  joggs  betuixt  elevin  houres  in  the  foirnoon  and  ane  in  the  after- 
noon ;  and  incaice  they  be  found  playing  in  a  house,  the  maister  or  mistres 
off  the  house  to  be  lyable  in  the  lyk  soume  of  ten  merks,  and  remaine  in 
prisone  quhill  it  be  payed,  and  be  discharged  brewing  in  all  tyme  thairafter. 

1  March,  1682. 

The  counsell  haveing  considered  the  abuses  and  afronts  committed  against  A  tumult, 
the  magistrats  this  day  by  William  Porteous,  in  saying  openly  that  the  proveist 
would  be  lyk  proveist  Dickisone  who  wes  sticked  ;  and  Thomas  Stoddart, 
Alexander  Jonkisone,  John  Tweiddy,  Andrew  Halden,  and  several  uthers,  who 
opposed  the  magistrats  in  a  fenced  court  quhen  they  were  rouping  the  common 
grass  in  obedience  to  ane  act  of  counsell,  and  the  uther  insolent  and  uncivill 
languadge  of  the  saids  Andrew  Halden  and  WiUiam  Porteous,  they  did  put 
the  saids  Andrew  Halden  and  William  Porteous  under  areist  in  the  tolbuith, 
after  doeing  quhairof,  a  number  of  the  commonality  took  them  violently  out 
of  prison,  quhairof  Thomas  King,  the  fornamed  persones,  and  uthers,  wer 
actors ;  therfor,  they  have  ordained  the  proveist  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  and 
advyse  with  Mr.  John  Frank  and  a  lawer  quhatt  is  fitt  to  be  done  to  redres 
the  tumult,  and  to  do  everything  that  sail  be  found  fitt  thairanent. 

The  counsell  haveing  considdered  the  abuses  committed  be  William  Allan  Disreputable 
in  cairding,  dyceing,  and  gaming,  and  breaking  of  the  Sabbath  day,  and  in*^"^""""- 
running  away  fra   them   quhen   he  wes   apprehended,   they  therefore  have 
banished  him  this  burgh  for  ever,  with  certification  if  he  be  seen  within  the 
samen,  aither  be  night  or  be  day,  he  sail  be  burnt  on  the  cheek ;    as  also 
James  Johnstoun,  baxter,  his  brother-in-law,  is  become  cautioner  for  him, 
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Prisoners 
for  taking 
part  in 
tumult. 


Act  anent 

William 

Forsyth. 


that  if  ever  he  be  seen  heir,  he  sail  be  content  to  be  banisht  with  him. 
(Signed)   James  Jonson. 

13  March,  1682. 

Ordaines  the  clerk  to  wryt  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  John  Frank  narrateing  that 
if  the  prisoners  be  penitent  and  will  come  in  will  to  the  toun  counsell  for  the 
abuse  gevin  to  them,  and  give  beall  for  thair  peacable  behaviour  in  tyme 
comeing,  then  and  in  that  caice  that  he  sail  sollicite  the  advocat  for  thair 
liberty,  because  if  they  will  be  peacable  they  doe  not  desire  any  troble 
to  them. 

14  March,  1682. 

William  Forsyth,  burges  of  Peebles,  compeired,  and  being  sensible  of  his 
fault  in  having  a  hand  in  the  tumult  raised  be  some  of  the  commonality  of 
Peebles  against  the  magistrats  and  counsell  therof  quhen  they  wer  endeavour- 
ing to  sett  some  of  the  common  grass  about  the  toun,  for  advanceing  of  the 
common  good,  and  being  trewly  penitent  for  the  said  fault,  therfor  he  heirby 
submitts  himself  to  quhat  fyne  the  saids  magistrats  and  counsell  sail  impose 
upon  him  and  his  wyf  thairfor,  and  binds  and  obleissis  him,  his  aires  and 
executors  that  nather  he  nor  his  wyf  nor  baimes  sail  oppose  the  magistrats 
and  counsell  in  any  such  lyk  caice  in  tyme  comeing,  and  that  under  the  paine 
of  fyve  hundreth  merks  Scots  money,  by  and  attour  performance ;  and  in 
tocken  of  the  premisses  I  have  subscrivit  thir  presentts.     William  Forsayth. 


Prisoners  to 
appear 
before  the 
council. 


Towne  court. 

(C) 


Contri- 
butions for 
relief  of 
prisoners.  (C) 


27  March.  1682. 

Ordaines  the  magistrats  to  conveen  the  haill  persones  lybelled  first  that 
ar  not  convict  befor  the  counsell  to  sie  if  they  have  complyed  in  the  tumult, 
and  after  they  are  convict,  the  counsell  are  to  fyne  them,  and  in  the  meantime 
they  that  are  conveened  are  to  produce  thair  burges  tickets  in  the  magistrats 
mercy,  quhiU  it  be  found  whether  or  not  they  are  guilty. 

The  towne  court  of  Peebles  holdine  within  the  tolbuth  thairof,  upon  the 
tuentie  sevinth  day  of  March  j'"  vj"  and  eightie  tua  years,  be  William 
Plenderlaith,  proveist  of  Peebles,  John  Hay  and  John  Hope,  baillies 
thairof.     William  Wilsone,  clerk,  and  officers.     Curia  affirmata. 

William  Forsyth  compeired  and  confest  that  he  wes  imployed  be  the 
rable  for  gathering  in  of  money  for  these  persones  that  wer  in  prison,  and 

1  This  entry  and  the  others  marked  with        from'the  Burgh  Court  Book, 
the  letter  "  (C)  "  on  the  margin  are  taken 
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that  he  got  from  the  persones  following  the  soumes  following — viz.,  from  John 
Caitcheon,  the  soume  of  fourtein  shilling  ;  from  Mareon  Forrester,  spouse  to 
Andro  Tueiddale  [and  thirteen  other  persons,  sums  varying  from  10s.  to  14s. 
each]  ;  and  declaires  that  quhat  money  they  got,  they  gave  to  William  Lowes 
and  William  Wyllie,  weavers  in  Peebles,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  saids 
prisoners. 

WiUiam  WyUie  compeared  and  produced  a  letter  from  John  Tueiddy  and 
Thomas  Stoddart,  of  the  dait  the  tenth  day  of  March  1682,  quhairby  they 
desyre  him  and  all  uther  freinds  to  contribut  such  money  as  is  lying  by  them, 
so  that  they  might  consult  advocats,  and  doe  uther  things  requisit  in  that 
mater  for  quhich  they  wer  incarcerat,  in  obedience  quhairunto  he  went  along 
with  other  nighbours  for  geting  up  money  to  them  to  that  purpose,  and  that 
he  himself  contribut  fourtein  shilling  Scots. 

William  Geddes  compeired  and  confest  that  he  wes  att  the  cross  with  the 
women,  and  did  pledge  Adam  Robesone,  the  honest  mens  good  health,  who 
were  prisoners,  and  that  afterwards  he  wes  present  with  the  rest  quhen  the 
money  wes  collected  for  the  prisoners  att  Thomas  Patersones  housend  ;  and 
that  he  himself  gave  in  to  WiUiam  Wyllie  fourtein  shilUng  Scots,  and  that 
the  women  following  came  in  and  took  out  the  prisoners  and  caryed  them 
to  the  cross,  to  witt : — Jannet  Geddes,  spouse  to  John  Edmond  ;  Katharein 
Lauder,  spouse  to  Wilham  Wyllie ;  Issobell  Ewmond,  spouse  to  John 
Robesone  ;  Margaret  Robesone,  spouse  to  Archibald  Halden  ;  and  Margaret 
Wilson,  relict  of  Thomas  Pringle. 

3  April,  1682. 
Finds  the  persones  following,  viz.,  William  Wilsone,  and  Margaret  Wilsone,  Sundry 
his  daughter,  Thomas  Ewmond,  Thomas  Wallace,  John  Edmond,  and  James  P^^°"^j  ^^j. 
Ewmond,   guilty  of  accession  to  the  tumult  and  convocation   att  Thomas  being 
Patersones  housend,  and  of  thair  contribution  for  maintenance  of  the  tumult,  i^n'tunTIt 
and  theirfor  fynes  them  as  foUowes,  viz.,  WilUam  Wilsone  and  his  daughter  in 
four  pounds,  Thomas  Ewmond  in  fourtie  shilling,  John  Edmond  in  six  pounds, 
James  Ewmond  in  eight  pounds,  and  Thomas  Wallace  in  fourty  shilling  ;   and 
discharges  them  to  trade  any  within  the  toun  in  thair  several  caUings  quhill 
they  supplicat  the  magistrats.' 

'  During  the  five  following  days  fifty-nine         att  Thomas  Patersones  housend,  and  for    " 
persons,  of  whom  five  were  women,  were         their  contribution  for  maintenance  of  the 
fined  "  for  having  a  hand  in  the  convocation         tumult." 
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1  May,  1682. 
Abuse  of  a  Fynes  Andrew  Halden  in  tuenty  pounds  Scots  money  for  abuseing  baillie 

Hope,  in  presence  of  the  proveist  and  severall  uther  witnesses,  in  saying  that 
if  he  wer  hanged  he  would  doe  such  a  thing,  and  thairafter  being  silenced, 
he  said  that  he  wold  only  be  dumb  lyk  baillie  Hopes  mother. 

10  July,  1682. 
Anentsaleof         Ordaines  the  clerk  to  draw  ane  ansuer  to  John  Patersones  letter  anent 
the  seall  of  his  house,  and  to  tell  him  that  the  toun  are  content  to  give  him 
ane  hundreth  merks  therfor,  utherwayes  they  will  not  medle  with  it. 
Boys  to  be  Jhe  counsell  ordaines  all  boyes  to  goe  to  the  publict  school  to  be  taught, 

school.  after  they  can  read  the  psalm  book,  and  discharges  any  uther  schooles  to 

teach  them  thairafter. 

7  August,  1682. 

Cauld  and  "phe  counsell  ordaines  the  magistrats  and  thesaurer  to  agrie  with  William 

Allan  to  lead  fifty  draught  of  stones  to  Tweid  caull,  provyding  the  myllner 
lay  in  tuenty  draught  for  the  same  use,  and  win  and  lay  them  all  in  the  cauld 
himself  upon  his  own  charges  ;  and  ordaines  him  to  cast  the  taill-dam,  and 
the  counsell  will  allow  it  in  the  comprysing  at  the  expyring  of  his  tack. 

Common  Ordaines  the  thesaurer  to  buy  lyme  to  build  the  common  kills  with,  in 

regard  the  toun  are  bussy  about  ther  elding. 

2  October,  1682. 

Head  court.  The  head  toun  court  of  Peebles,  holden  within  the  tolbuith  thairof ,  upon 

'  '  the  second  day  of  October  j'"  vj'^  fourscore  two  yeirs,  be  William  Plenderleith, 

proveist  of  Peebles,  John  Hay  and  John  Hope,  baillies  thairof ;  William 
Williamsone,  clerk ;  James  Melros,  Thomas  Patersone  and  George  Stoddart, 
officers.     Curia  affirmata. 

Old  counsell.  John  earle  of  Tueiddale  and  John  lord  Hay  of  Yester,  extraordinary. 
William  Plenderleith,  John  Hay,  John  Hope,  John  Borrowman,  James  Halden, 
William  Hislop,  William  Scott,  Thomas  Hope,  John  Govan,  Thomas  Chisholme, 
Adam  Lytle,  John  Jonkison,  John  Tod,  Alexander  Jonkison,  Thomas  Stoddart, 
James  Greive,  Archibald  Sheill. 

^^^  John  earle  of  Tueiddale  and  John  lord  Hay  of  Yester,  extraordinary. 

(C)  William  Plenderleith,  John  Hay,  John  Hope,  John  Borrowman,  James  Halden, 

WiUiam  Hislop,  William  Scott,  Thomas  Hope,  Adam   Lytle,  John  Govan, 
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John  Jonkisone,  James  Greive,  Alexander  Jonkison,  John  Tod,  Thomas 
Stoddart,  Thomas  Hope,  James  Horsbrugh. 

William  Plenderleith,  6 ;  John  Borrowman,  2  ;  John  Hope,  9,  proveist, 
sworne. 

John  Hay,  8,  baillie,  sworne  ;  John  Govan,  3  ;  William  Scott,  14,  baillie, 
sworne  ;   John  Borrowman,  3  ;   James  Halden,  3  ;   Adam  Lytle,  1. 

Adam  Lytle,  2 ;  James  Halden,  5 ;  James  Greive,  10,  dean  of  gild, 
sworne. 

John  Govan,  3 ;   Adam  Lytle,  14,  thesaurer,  sworne  ;   Thomas  Hope.' 

William  Plenderleith,  Adam  Ljrtle. 

James  Melrose,  Thomas  Paterson,  George  Stoddart. 
William  Williamsone,  sworne. 

It  is  enacted  that  two  of  every  quarter  sail  be  called  to  hear  the  thesaurers 
accompts  cleared  at  the  tyme  of  the  clearing  thairof. 


Elects  for 
proveist. 

(C) 

Elects  for 
baillies.      (C) 

Elects  for 
dean  of  gild. 
(C) 

Elects  for 
thesaurer. 
(C) 

Keepers  of 
the  keyes. 
(C) 
Officers. 

Clerk. 

Thesaurers 

accompts. 

(C) 


16  October,  1682. 
It  is  enacted  that  the  haill  counsell  and  clerk  shall  depone  whether  or  not  Challenging 
they  have  any  hand  in  challenging  the  election  att  Michaellmis  last,  and 
whoever  beis  found  guilty  ordaines  him  to  be  removed,  or  plotting  and  con- 
tryving  thairanent ;  and  haveing  purged  the  haill  counsell  and  clerk,  except 
the  lait  proveist  and  John  Govan,  they  have  all  declaired  that  they  had  no 
hand  thairin ;  as  also  William  Plenderleith  and  John  Govan  purged 
themselves. 


'  According  to  the  sett  of  the  burgh, 
reported  to  the  Convention  of  Burghs  in 
1711,  "  the  magistracy  consists  of  a  provost, 
tuo  baillies,  a  dean  of  gild,  a  treasurer  and 
eleven  councilers,  making  in  all  seventeen." 
The  annual  election  took  place  on  the  first 
Monday  after  Michaelmas.  A  week  before 
the  election  "  the  whole  burgesses  and 
inhabitants  are  cited  to  a  head  court,  to  be 
holden  the  Monday  following,  and  the  court 
being  set  the  roll  is  called  three  times,  and 
thereafter  the  magistrats  ask  if  any  of 
them  have  any  grievances  or  ground  of 
complaint   against  any  of   the  magistrats 


and  council,  and  if  any  be  the  same  is  fully 
heard  and  discust. ' '  Thereafter  the  election 
proceeded  by  the  old  magistrates  and 
council  choosing  the  new  council,  out  of 
which  leets  were  taken  for  each  of  the 
provost,  eldest  bailie,  youngest  bailie,  dean 
of  guild  and  treasurer,  and  from  these  leets 
one  was  chosen  for  each  office  (Miscellany 
of  Scottish  Burgh  Records  Society,  pp. 
211-2).  In  the  Court  Book  each  vote  is 
denoted  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen.  The 
numbers  of  votes  are  stated  above  in 
figures. 
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Election.  It   is   enacted   that   incaice   the   present   magistrats   and   counsell   shall 

sustaine  any  coast,  skaith,  dammadge,  and  expenssis,  through  ther  electing 
Thomas  Stoddart  and  Alexander  Jonkisone  counseUers,  who  were  severallie 
to  be  declared  incapable  be  the  privy  counsell,  shall  be  defended  upon  the 
publict  charges  of  the  burgh,  and  no  particular  person  shall  be  burdened 
therwith. 

Dean  of  gild  Nominats  these  following  to  be  upon  the  dean  of  gild  counsell,  to  witt, 

James  Greive,  dean  of  gild,  James  Halden,  Adam  Lytle,  John  Go  van,  Thomas 
Hope,  younger,  William  Plenderleith,  James  Horsbrugh,  William  Hislop,  elder, 
William  Bennet,  John  Tod,  Robert  Fothringhame,  WiUiam  Scott,  baillie. 


counsell. 


18  October,  1682. 

Church  Patrick  Brotherstaines,  merchand,  being  accused  for  not  frequenting  the 

church  since  September  last,  confest  he  wes  only  once  in  the  kirk  since,  and 

therfor  he  is  found  guilty  of  absence  for  six  Lords  dayes,  and  therfor  fynes 

him  in  tuelve  pounds  Scots,  and  ordaines  him  to  ly  in  prison  quhill  he  pay  it.^ 


attendance. 
(C) 


26  February,  1683. 
Common  The  counsell  haveing  considdered  the  prejudice  that  the  toun  sustained 

by  the  last  yeirs  setting  of  the  common  gras,  and  that  therby  they  will  be 
in  danger  to  los  the  benefeit  of  the  rest  of  the  commons,  through  thair  want 
of  occasion  to  breid  young  beists,  therfor  the  counsell  thinks  fitt  that  it  be  not 
sett  in  tyme  comeing. 

12  March,  1683. 
Shoemarket.  Anent  the  suppUcatione  given  in  to  the  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  of 

Peebles,  be  Alexander  Watsone,  Robert  Fothringhame,  Archbald  Hamiltoune, 
Robert  and  William  Grahams,  and  James  Mylner,  shoumakers  in  Peebles, 
mackand  mention  that  quhair  albeit  ther  be  a  prefixt  tyme  for  brecking  upe 
of  the  shoumercat  at  the  ringing  of  the  bell  yet  ther  is  noe  settled  tyme  for 
raising  of  the  said  shoumercat,  whereby  both  they  and  uther  strangers  ar 
greatly  prejudged  by  being  forced  to  stand  ther  till  night,  the  buyers  still 

1  Numerous  cases  of  the  like  nature  occur  in  others  the  parties  are  found  '  orderly 
in  the  Court  Book  at  this  period.  In  some  and  absolved.'  The  main  object  of  en- 
instances,  the  charge  of  non-attendance  is  forced  attendance  in  the  parish  kirk 
met  by  the  plea  of  sickness  or  other  appears  to  have  been  the  prevention  of 
necessary  cause  of  absence,  and  a  promise  attendance  at  '  conventicles  '  and  other 
to  '  keep  the  kirk  in  time  comeing  '  ;    and  non-conformist  gatherings. 
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expecting  the  best  pennie  worth  last,  and  therfore  beseekand  the  saids  magis- 
trats  and  counsell  to  appoint  and  set  downe  such  a  convenient  tyme  for  raising 
of  the  said  mercat  as  they  shall  think  fitt,  that  in  tyme  comeing  nather  the 
petitioners  nor  uthers  may  be  furder  trubled  through  the  lang  continuance  of 
the  said  mercat ;  which  supplicatione  being  at  lenth  considered  be  the  saids 
proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell,  they  have  allowed  and  hereby  allowes  the  said 
shoumercat  to  begine  every  mercat  day  at  ane  acclock  in  the  efternoon 
and  to  continew  for  the  space  of  tuo  hours  tyme,  till  thre  acclock  in  the 
efternoon  ;  and  have  discharged  and  hereby  discharges  both  the  petitioners 
and  all  uthers  from  standing  langer  in  the  said  shoumercat  then  thrie  hours 
in  the  aftemoone  ilk  mercat  day,  under  the  paine  of  fyve  merks  Scotts  money  ; 
but  hereby  gives  them  full  power  and  libertie  to  stand  soe  long  as  they  please 
upon  the  ordinar  fair  dayes  of  this  burgh  ;  and  ordaines  thir  presents  to  be 
published  be  tuck  of  drume,  at  the  cross  upon  ane  mercat  day,  that  none 
pretend  ignorance. 

21  May,  1683. 

Ordaines  George  Haig  and  his  wyf  and  family  to  remove  out  of  this  burgh  A  burden 
againe  Whitsunday  nixttocome,  under  the  paine  of  ten  pounds  Scots  money, 
and  discharges  any  person  within  this  burgh  to  sett  or  lett  him  have  a  house 
within  this  burgh  after  the  said  terme,  under  the  said  penaltie,  and  this  in 
regaird  he  is  lyk  to  be  a  burdein  to  the  toun,  and  refused  to  work  to  the  toun. 

The  counsell  ordaines  the  workmen  within  this  burgh  to  work  for  half  a  Anent  the 
merk  in  the  day  and  thair  meit,  utherwayes  grants  Hberty  to  any  that  hes"^^°'^^" 
work  to  work  to  call  in  any  uther  workmen  they  please,  who  are  to  be  frie 
of  any  trouble  or  brothering  or  fyning  by  the  workmen  in  the  toun. 

The  counsell  thinks  fitt  that  whoever,  men  or  women  servants,  shall  cast  Anent  the 
themselves  idle  in  the  summer  tyme  for  the  harvest  fies,  or  goes  out  of  the^^'^^"  ^' 
toun  or  fies  themselves  with  the  reservation  of  the  harvest,  shall  not  only  be 
fyned  in  ten  pounds  Scots  money,  bot  also  shall  be  banished  the  toun  in  all 
tyme  heirafter. 

And  ordaines  all  men  or  women  servants  that  wants  testimonialls,  to  Servants 

remove  out  of  this  toun  within  eight  dayes,  under  the  paine  of  burning  on  ^"-^JJ^-^g^ 

the  cheek,  and  thair  receipters  thairafter  to  be  fyned  in  ten  pounds  Scots 

money. 

11  June,  1683. 

The  counsell  allowes  the  thesaurer  to  give  to  the  mylner  the  axletrie  that  The  mill 
is  lying  in  the  fleshmercat,  and  ordaines  him  to  work  it  and  putt  it  in  gratis. 
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and  the  warkmanschip  to  be  done  be  him  gratis  ;    and  in  regaird  he  refuised 

to  doe  that  thairfor  the  counsell  discharges  the  tree  to  be  given  him. 
Defamation  Fynes   Mareon   Bennett,    spouse   to   William    Forsyth,    for   calling   John 

and  assault,   jhomsones  bairn  '  witches  get,'  and  bidding  him  and  his  wyf  '  come  out  theif 

and  remember  the  stollen  geldings  that  wer  in  the  back  yeard,'  in  fyve  merkes. 

Fynes  John  Thomson  in  tuenty  schilling  for  casting  water  on  Mareon  Bennett. 


18  July,  1683. 
used 
hat 
ground  of  the  provocation. 


Assault. .  John  Lowes  being  accused  for  a  ryot  on  John  Young,  he  confest  and 

comes  in  will,  bot  allegit  that  he  called  him  a  beastly  fool,  quhich  wes  the 


27  August,  1683. 
Expenses  to  Allowes   the   thesaurer   to    pay   to   these   persones   imployed   to   goe    to 

and  Selkirk    Jedburgh,  to  ilk  persone  nyn   pounds  ten  shilling  ;    and  to  ilk  persone  went 
to  Selkrig,  four  pounds  Scots. 

20  September,  1683. 
Press  for  The  counsell  ordaines  James  Horsbrugh  to  mak  a  press  for  the  tounes 

papers,  with  tuelve  close  shotles,  and  if  the  counsell  please  not  to  keep  it,  and 
after  it  is  made,  James  Horsbrugh  is  to  refer  his  pryce  to  the  counsell. 


town's 
papers 


(C) 


1  October,  1683. 
New  council.  John  earle  of  Tweiddale  and  John  Lord  Hay  of  Yester,  extraordinary. 

John  Hope,  provost ;  William  Scott,  Adam  Lytle,  bailies  ;  James  Grieve, 
dean  of  gild ;  Thos.  Stoddart,  thesaurer ;  William  Plenderleith,  John  Hay, 
John  Govan,  John  Borrowman,  James  Halden,  Thomas  Hope,  elder,  Thomas 
Hope,  younger,  James  Horsbrugh,  Alexander  Jonkisone,  WilUam  Hislop, 
John  Tod,  John  Jonkisone. 


for  theft. 


15  October,  1683. 
Punishment  Ordaines  John  Lowrie,  servitor  to  Archibald  Halden,  to  ly  in  the  theifes 

holl  till  tomorrow  att  ellevin  aclock,  at  quhich  tyme  ordaines  him  to  be 
brought  to  the  tron,  and  to  stand  with  the  joggs  about  his  neck,  for  steilling 
of  malt  out  of  the  myln,  and  the  malt  to  ly  besyd  him  from  elevin  to  tuelve  ; 
and  thairafter  ordaines  the  officers  to  putt  him  out  of  the  toun,  and  discharges 
him  to  return  for  ever ;  and  incaice  any  resett  him  heirafter,  they  are  to  be 
lyable  in  tuenty  pounds  Scots. 
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Fynes  Archbald   Halden  in  ten  merks  for  abuseing  and  scandaleizeing  Defamation 
Margaret  Smyths  name,  in  calling  her  a  theif,  and  saying  he  would  prove  it, 
in  regaird  he  cannot  mak  it  out,  and  ordaines  him  to  goe  and  sitt  doun  on 
his  knees  and  crave  her  pardon. 

24  October,  1683. 
Fynes  Archibald  Ewmond  in  tuenty  merks  for  selling  his  cow  over  again,  Ewmond 
after  he  had  sold  it  to  the  proveist,  and  therafter  for  abusing  the  proveist  /q  ^ 
with  contumacious  langguadge. 

5  November,  1683. 
Nominats  these  following  to  break  the  first  of  the  ten  punds  assessment  Breakers  of 

the  3.SSCSS- 

imposed  be  the  parhament,  in  anno   1681,  and  the  half  moneths  cess  thenj^gn^^ 
imposed  for  the  coUedge  of  St.  Andrews': — [two  persons  for  each  of  the  east 
quarter,  southwest  quarter,  northwest  quarter,  Northgait  and  Old  Town] 

It  is  enacted  that  incaice  any  persone  comes  to  this  burgh,   whither  Excise  duties 
freeman  or  uther,  and  retailles  brandie  or  waters  in  any  les  quantity  than  a 
gallad,   except  to  ventiners,   they  suld  be  lyable  and  pay  excyse  thairfor, 
conform  to  the  act  of  parliament ;    and  ordaines  the  officers  to  tak  notice 
thairof,  and  acquaint  the  clerk  thairwith,  that  it  may  be  exacted. 

12  November,  1683. 
The   proveist,    baillies,    and   counsell,    considdering   the   poverty  of  the  College  of  St. 
burgessis,  have  thairfor  thought  fitt  to  ordain  the  thesaurer  to  pay  the  half 
moneths  cess,  imposed  for  the  coUedge  of  St.  Andrews,  out  of  the  toun  purs. 

3  December,  1683. 
Ordaines  William  Caitcheon  to  be  sett  in  the  high  cockstooUs  for  his  haill  Misdemean- 
misdeameanors  and  scandalous  cariadge  within  the  toun.     Fynes  Alexander  ^gg^^^j^ 
Archbald  in  a  merk  for  ryot  on  William  Caitcheon. 

22  December,  1683. 
The  counsell  discharges  the  magistrats  in  all  tyme  comeing  to  spend  any  Festivities 
thing  out  of  the  tounes  purse  att  Michaelmes  bot  ten  pounds  Scots ;    upon 

'  By  act  of  parliament,  dated  17th  Sep-  be  paid  to  the  university  of  St.  Andrews, 

tember,  1681,  (vol.  viii.,  p.  354,  c.  89),  it  was  for  the   encouragement  and  advancement 

ordained  that  half  a  month's  cess,  imposed  of  learning. 
upon  the  land  rent  of  the  kingdom,  should 
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the  29th  May,^  eight  pounds  and  a  four  gallad  barrell  of  aill ;  and  att  the 
thesaurers  receiving  his  compts,  ten  merks  ;  and  discharges  any  more  pubHct 
dinners. 

21  January,  1684. 
Dean  of  The  dean  of  gilds  stock  att  Michaelmes   j'"  vj"  four  score  thrie  yeirs,  is 

^"'  ■  ane  hundreth  and  tuenty  thrie  pounds  sixtein  shiUing  ten  pennies. 

5  February,  1684. 

Admission  of         The  counsell,   considering  the   great   prejudice   that   occures   to   the   old 

bu  rs^c  ss  GS 

and  guild       burgessis  of  this  toun  through  admitting  of  burgessis  and  gild  brethren  to 

brethren.  easily,  have  therfor  thought  fitt  to  enact  that  no  burgessis  or  gild  brethren, 
in  tyme  comeing,  be  admitted  under  the  compositiones  following,  viz.  : — 
Ane  burges  air  in  his  fathers  lyftyme,  five  merks  to  the  toun  box,  and  fyve 
merks  to  the  dean  of  gild  box,  and  a  diner  to  the  toun  counsell  att  his  burges 
admission,  and  another  to  the  gildrie  counsell  att  his  gild  brother  admission  ; 
and  after  his  fathers  death,  threttie-thrie  shilling  four  pennies  to  ilk  box. 
A  burges  second  sone,  and  the  rest  of  his  sones,  fyve  merks  to  the  toun  box 
and  fyve  merks  to  the  gildrie.  Those  that  maks  mariadges  with  burgesses 
daughters,  ten  merks  to  ilk  box.  Those  that  serves  prenteise  to  any  merchant 
or  other  freeman  and  gets  a  discharge  of  his  indentors,  fyve  merks  to  ilk  box. 
Those  that  are  neither  burges  sones,  nor  maryes  burges  daughters,  not  to  be 
admitted  under  tuenty  pounds  to  ilk  box.  Reserving  power  to  the  magistrats 
and  counsell,  and  to  the  dean  of  gild  and  his  counsell,  to  impose  what  they 
think  reasonable  above  this  act,  according  to  ther  quality  that  seeks  thair 
freedome  ;  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  that  none  saU  be  admitted  burges  or  gild 
brother  without  a  dinner  to  the  magistrats  and  counsell  att  either  admission. 

Tylers  stock.  The  tylers  stock  at  Michaelmis,  1683,  is  fourtein  pound  nyn  shilling. 
The  counsell  elects  Thomas  Hope  to  keep  the  box  and  Thomas  Andrew  to 
keep  the  key  and  gather  in  the  dewes  for  this  yeir. 

Charity.  The  counsell  allowes  the  thesaurer  to  give  to  Archibald  Hamiltoun  and 

his  wyf  half  a  boll  of  meall. 

27  February,  1684. 
^       ^y°*'  Thomas  Williamsone,  being  accused  for  abuseing  Margaret  Stevensone, 

Willi amsone.  spouse  to  James  Halden,  with  his  tongue  and  stryking  of  her  on  the  arm  with 

(C) 

^  •  King's  birthday. 
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his  staff,  he  denyed  ;   and  the  persuer  hes  undertaken  to  prove  it  against  nixt 
court  day. 

6  March,  1684. 

Margaret  Stevensone,  for  proveing  of  the  abovementioned  ryot,  adduced  Ryot, 
Patrick  Govan,  witnes,  who  being  sworne  deponed  that  he  heard  Thomas -vvmSmsone 
WiUiamsone  say  that  he  defyed  the  divell,  and  thairafter  Margaret  Stevensone  (C) 
haveing  speared   at   him    quhat   he   said,    he   said : — '  I    defye   the    divell,' 
quhairupon  she  took  up  some  strae  and  threw  at  him,  quhairupon  he  "Strook 
her  on  the  arm  with  his  staff ;    and  that  she  lifted  a  stone  and  followed  him, 
but  knows  not  whither  she  did  hit  him  with  it.     [Corroborated  by  another 
witness,    and   a   counter  accusation   made   against   Margaret   Stevensone   by 
Thomas  WiUiamsone],   who   being  sworne   deponed  that   the  said  Margaret 
threw  a  stone  att  him,  and  thairwith  did  hurt  his  leg. 

Fynes  Thomas  WiUiamsone  in  fyve  merks  for  ryot  on  Margaret  Stevinsone. 

24  March,  1684. 
The  counsell  have  aggried  this  yeir  to  have  a  plain  plait  att  the  value  of  Beltane  race, 
eight  pounds  sterling,  and  a  saidle  att  the  rate  of  threttie  shilHngs  sterling, 
the  one  to  be  run  for  upon  the  Whythaugh-muir  upon  the  second  Thursday 
of  May,  being  the  eight  of  the  said  moneth,  and  the  uther  upon  the  Fryday 
thairafter ;  and  it  is  heirby  expressly  enacted  that  none  of  them  shall  be  run 
for  except  ther  be  thrie  horses  to  run  for  them  ;  and  in  caice  thair  be  only 
thrie  for  the  plait,  thair  imputs  to  be  fyve  dollers  a  peice  ;  and  the  imputs 
for  the  saidle  to  be  four  pounds  the  peice.  And  it  is  heirby  expressly  provyded 
that  no  horses  shall  be  admitted  to  run  for  the  plait  except  they  be  att  the 
said  toun  and  obtaine  themselves  booked  be  the  toun  clerk  four  dayes  befor 
the  race,  and  these  that  runs  for  the  saidle  fourty-eight  houres  befor  that  race. 

21  A-pril,  1684. 

The  counsell  allowes  the  magistrats,  upon  any  invitation  to  considerable  Burials, 
persones  burialls,  to  wairne  ten  of  the  most  substantiall  burgessis  to  attend 
them  to  goe  to  the  saids  burialls,  als  weill  those  that  wants  horses  as  those 
that  hes,  and  ilk  absent  to  be  fyned  in  half  a  merk,  and  to  be  poynded 
thairfor,  and  this  act  to  goe  orderly  round  the  toun. 

The  counsell  ordaines  the  clerk  to  draw  ane  act  againe  Wednesday  nixt,  Hens, 
dischargeing  any  hens  to  be  seen  out  of  any  houssis  betuixt  the  tuenty  nynt 
day  of  June  and  the  end  of  harvest,  under  the  paine  of  half  ane  merk  for  ilk 
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Soumes  of 
Caidmure. 


Defamation. 


Death  of 
treasurer. 


Towns 
papers. 


hen  ;    and  it  is  declaired  that  whoever  sees  any  hens  he  hes  heirby  liberty  to 
fell  them,  and  whoever  owns  them  to  be  lyable  in  the  lyk  fyne. 

28  May,  1684. 

The  proveist,  bailUes,  and  counsell  of  Peebles,  with  the  two  men  appointed 
out  of  every  quarter  for  setting  a  pryce  upon  the  sheep  and  nolt  soumes 
upon  Kaidmuir,  have  enacted  that  whoever  possessis  any  soumes  of  thair 
nighbours  this  yeir,  and  in  all  tyme  comeing,  pay  for  every  sheep  soume 
upon  the  lands  of  Caidmure  fyve  merks  Scots  money,  and  for  every  cow 
soume  half  a  croun  ;  and  it  is  heirby  declaired  that  the  magistrats  or  quarter- 
masters shaU  have  liberty  to  challenge  any  heretor  upon  oath  whither  or  not 
he  hes  sett  his  soumes  under  the  forsaid  rate,  and  incaice  it  beis  found  that 
they  have  sett  thair  soumes  under,  to  be  lyable  for  fyve  merks  for  ilk  sheep 
soume  sett  under  the  rate,  and  half  a  croun  for  every  cow  soume  sett  under 
the  rate  forsaid  ;  and  it  is  heirby  declaired  that  whoever  hes  taken  any  soumes 
this  yeir  shall  aither  be  lyable  for  the  pryces  above  sett  doun,  or  utherwayes 
remove  their  goods  from  the  saids  hills  betuixt  and  St.  Petersday  nixt ;  and 
the  heretor  making  application  to  the  tennent  if  he  will  keep  his  soumes  att 
the  rate  refuising,  may  sett  the  same  to  any  he  pleassis. 

The  counsell  finds  that  Jannet  Halden,  servitrix  to  James  Halden,  hes 
abused  and  injured  Mareon  Govan,  spouse  to  James  Wilsone,  in  her  good 
name,  in  regaird  that  thair  cloathis  being  lying  togither,  and  Jannet  Halden 
haveing  wanted  two  shirts,  she  said  that  aither  Mareon  Govan  or  she  had 
them,  for  thair  wes  none  thair  bot  she  and  she,  and  thairfor  fynes  her  thairfor 
in  fyve  merks  Scots. 

9  June,  1684. 

Thomas  Stoddart,  present  thesaurer,  departed  this  lyf. 

23  June,  1684. 
This  day  the  clerk  produced  the  tounes  papers  that  wer  produced  in 
Haystoun  and  Cringilties  proces,  and  they  wer  laid  in  the  charter  chist. 


14  July,  1684. 

Kelso  -pj^g  counsell  alloues  the  thesaurer  to  give  in  to  the  parsone,  for  the 

contribution,  -r  i  i       •  r 

Kelso  contnbution,  tuenty-four  lib. 

Communion  jj^g  counsell  are  content  to  allow  ane  of  the  four  communion  cups,  and 

ordaines  the  clerk  to  deall  with  Captain  Cockburne  thairfor. 


cup. 
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Fynes   Margaret   Robiesone   in   tuenty   shilling,   for   abuseing   my   Lord  Ryot. 
Mortouns  woman,  and  ordaines  her  to  ly  in  waird  quhill  it  be  payed. 

22  September,  1684. 
The  counsell  alloues  fourty  horses  to  goe  to  the  earle  of  Traquairs  lyme.    Earl  of 
Ordaines  the  inhabitants  to   be  wairned  to  lay,   ilk  ane,   two  load  of -pueids  cauld. 
Staines  to  Tueid  bridgend. 

The  counsell  allowes  ilk  ane  of  the  herds  of  Kaidmure  to  keep  ane  other  Herds  horses, 
horse,  by  and  attour  thair  soumes,  for  labouring  of  thair  land,  provyding 
they  keep  them  constantly  in  the  house,  and  not  oppress  the  ground  thairwith. 

29  September,  1684. 

John  earle  of  Tueiddale  and  John  lord  Hay  of  Yester,  extraordinary.  List  of 

Town 
William  Plenderleith,   provost;    John  Go  van,   Adam   Lytle,   bailies;    James  council.    (C) 

Halden,  dean  of  guild ;   Thomas  Hope,  treasurer ;   John  Hope,  William  Scott, 

James  Greive,  John  Hay,  John  Borrowman,  Alexander  Jonkisone,  William 

Hislope,  John  Tod,  Thomas  Hope,  John  Jonkisone,  James  Horsbrugh,  Patrik 

Govan,  councillors. 

The  proveists,  baillies,  thesaurer,  and  dean  of  gild,  being  new  elected,  Test.    (C) 

took,  upon  ther  knees,  the  test. 

3  December,  1684. 
Ther  being  thrie  horses,  all  broun  collored,  tuo  wherof  perteaning  and  Carriage  of 
belonging  to  William  Greir,  weaver,  burges  of  Drumfreis,  and  the  other  to?Q 
Mathew  Couper,  maltman,  burges  ther,  that  were  brought  furth  of  Drumfreis 
by  vertue  of  Captaine  Cleilland,  his  order,  to  carie  some  prissioners  from  thence 
towards  Edinburgh,  which  horses  having  been,  upon  the  tuentie  thrid  day  of 
November  last,  left  in  the  toun  of  Peebles  as  the  prisoners  went  through,  and 
now  they  being  ouned  by  the  said  William  Greir  and  by  WiUiam  Curro, 
merchant,  burges   of   Drumfries,  to  whom   the   magistrats   of   Peebles   have 
delyvered  the  samen  [on  conditions  which  would  prevent  the  burgh  from 
being  '  troubled  or  molested  therefore  in  tyme  comeing.'] 

15  December,  1684. 
The    counsell,    considdering    the    great    and    extravagant    charges    and  Brothering 
expenssis  that  the  wrights  and  masons  of  this  burgh  have  putt  prenteisses  ^"fo^s  ^^ 
and  jorneymen  of   the  saidis   trades    to  in  thair   brothering  ■     therfor,  for 
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preventing  thairof  in  tyme  comeing,  the  magistrats  and  counsell  discharges  any 
of  the  saids  wrights  and  masons  in  tyme  comeing  to  brother  any  prenteise 
till  he  be  yeir  and  day  att  the  trade,  and  thairafter  not  tak  of  him  any  thing 
bot  fourty  shilling  Scots  ;  and  lykwayes  discharges  them  to  brother  any 
jorneyman  whill  he  have  wrought  a  month  with  any  master,  and  thairafter 
not  tak  of  him  any  thing  bot  thrie  pounds  Scots,  to  be  spent  be  the  trade  as 
they  please  with  consent  of  the  magistrats,  and  the  masters  to  be  lyable  for 
the  brothering,  and  have  relief  against  the  prenteise  or  jorneyman. 

11  February,  1685. 
Town  guard.  jj^e  counsell  haveing  considdered  that  a  guard  is  necessary  to  be  kept, 
they  have  therfor  divydit  the  toun  into  eight  pairts,  quhairof  tuenty-six  men 
are  to  be  on  nightly,  and  ordaines  Proveist  Hope  to  be  for  the  first  pairt  of 
the  east  quarter,  Baillie  Scott  for  the  nixt  divisione,  James  Greive  for  the  nixt 
divisione,  Thomas  Hope  for  the  nixt  divisione,  Baillie  Little  for  the  nixt. 
Bailie  Go  van  for  the  residue  of  the  Northgait ;  and  Old  Town,  first  Deacon 
Wyllie,  and  then  Deacon  Lowes. 

16  March,  1685. 

Com-  The  counsell  nominats  John  Go  van,  baillie,  commissioner  to  the  enshewing 

missioner.  ...  rj.ii  j  v  . 

meitmg  of  the  burrowes  and  parhament. 

27  April,  1685. 
Common  The  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  discharges  any  persones  quhatsumever 

grass.  ^^  keep  any  horsses  or  nolt  upon  the  tounes  commoun  grass  about  the  toun, 

except  they  be  weak  beasts,  and  whoever  hes  any  weak  beasts  ordaines  them 
aither  to  putt  a  herd  to  them  or  keep  them  fathered,  under  the  paine  of  ane 
merk  to  be  payed  by  ilk  persone  that  sail  be  found  to  have  weak  horse  or  nolt 
upon  the  commoun  grass  without  a  herd  or  unfathered, 

28  September,  1685. 

Repre-  This  day  Baillie  Title  having  referred  himself  in  the  counsells  will  for  his 

the  host.        being  present  for  the  toun  att  the  host  the  space  of  fifty-two  days,  they 

allowed  him  threttie  pounds,  quhairof  he  hes  received  eightein  already,  for 

thair  proportion  of  his  being  present  for  them,  and  that  by  and  attour  ther 

furnishing  him  horse  and  armes. 
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26  October,  1685. 
The  counsell  have  this  day  paid  eight  pounds  for  a  badge  of  silver,  The  carriers 
quhich  they  have  given  to  Robert  Hamiltoun  dureing  his  continuancy  of 
carying,  to  be  maid  furthcuming  to  the  toun  quhenever  he  failles  to  travell.' 

1  February,  1686. 
This  day  Thomas  Hope,  toun  thesaurer,  hes  received  from  the  clerk  the  Stakes  for 
last  yeirs  staikes  of  the  plait  and  saidle,  amounting  to  fifty  pounds  Scots, 
quhich  the  thesaurer  is  to  hold  compt  for  to  the  heners,  in  pairt  of  thair 
excyse,  incaice  thair  sail  not  be  a  race. 

10  March,  1686. 
Walter  Dalgleish,   indueller  in  HethpooU,   being  challenged  selling  ane  Adventures 

of  3-  t)3.i]l6S 

dog-skin,  publictly,  be  baillie  Hay,  who  allegit  that  the  skin  wes  the  skin  of  j^g  /q 
his  dog,  which  wes  amissing  since  Saturnday  or  Sunday  wes  eight  dayes,  and  for 
proveing  thairof,  adduced  WilHam  Horsbrugh  and  Stevin  Thomsone,  witnesses, 
who  declaired  the  skin  to  be  the  skin  of  baillie  Hayes  dog  ;  wherto  Walter 
Dalgleish  ansuered  that  he  knew  not  to  quhom  the  dog  belonged,  but  upon 
Sunday  wes  eight  dayes,  he  came  following  his  goodmother  from  Edlestoun 
kirk,  and  that  he  keept  him  a  whyll  to  sie  if  he  wold  doe  any  good,  and 
haveing  taken  him  to  the  hill,  he  found  he  wes  worth  nothing,  and  he  hounded 
his  brothers  dog  on  him  to  putt  him  away,  and  he  would  not  goe  away,  but 
turned  skaithly  in  eating  his  meall  barrell  and  mad,  bot  nocht  utherwayes, 
and  thairfor  he  felled  him  ;  and  therfor  fynds  him  guilty  of  felling  of  the  dog, 
and  ordeans  him  to  repair  baiUie  Hay. 

26  April,  1686. 
The  counsell  allowes  the  thesaurer  to  buy  the  officers  reid  coats  agane  Red  coats 
Beltane,  att  the  easiest  rate  can  be,  and  to  be  ready  agane  Beltane.  officers 

21  June,  1686. 
The  counsell  have  aggried  to  borrow  ane  thousand  pounds  from  Jean  Bell  Borrowing 
and  her  children,  and  ane  uther  thousand  pounds  from  the  poor  of  Traquhair, 
in  order  to  the  payment  of  John  Law  and  James  Harper  the  lyk  debt. 

'The  badge  referred  to,  consisting  of  a        are  engraved,  is  still  preserved, 
silver  arm  plate  on  which  the  Burgh  Arms 
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Quarter 
masters. 


Nominats  these  following  to  be  quartermasters  dureing  the  counsells 
pleasour,  viz.  : — [one  for  each  of  the  five  quarters],  and  ordeans  thair  entry 
to  be  at  St.  Peters  day. 

The  counsell  allowes  Patrik  Dickisone  to  have  two  windowes  to  the  flesh- 
pleshmarket.  "^^^^^^'  provyding  he  enact  himself  to  stanchell  and  wjnre  them  close  fra 
head  to  foot,  and  keep  the  mercat  skaithles,  utherwayes  the  counsell  to  close 
them  att  thair  pleassour. 


Windows 
near 


Search  for  a 
quarry.      (C) 


21  July,  1686. 
The  counsell  alloues  the  thesaurer  to  imploy  men  to  the  value  of  ten 
punds  Scots,  for  finding  out  a  quarrie  att  the  Caldhead. 


Election  of 
new  council 
prohibited. 


Fishing 
cases.     (C) 


Sale  of  fish. 
(C) 


27  September,  1686. 
This  day  the  proveist  produced  a  letter  from  the  privy  council  discharging 
the  electiones  for  this  year  till  forder  order,  quhairof  the  term  foUowes : — 
Affectionat  friends, — Whereas  his  Majestic  hes,  by  his  royall  letter,  daitit  at  the 
Court  of  Windsore,  the  tuelth  day  of  September  instant,  signified  that  all 
electiones  in  royal  burrowes  be  suspended  untill  his  royall  pleassour  be  knowen 
thairanent,  you  are  therfor,  in  persuance  thairof,  heirby  expressly  prohibited 
and  discharged,  as  ye  will  ansuer  att  your  perrill,  to  elect  any  new  magistrats 
or  counsell,  within  your  burgh,  for  this  yeir  ;  and  you  and  the  present  counsell 
are,  by  his  Majesties  autoritie,  heirby  authorized  to  continow  and  exerce  as 
magistrates  and  counseU  untiU  his  Majestic  sail  signify  his  further  pleasour. 
Signed  att  command  and  in  name  of  his  Majesties  privy  counsell,  by  your 
affectionat  friend.  Sic  subr.    Perth,  Cancell.,  I.  P.  D.,  Edr.,  16th  Sept.  1686. 

1  November,  1686. 
John  Stewart  being  accused  for  fishing  in  forbidin  tyme,  he  confest  and 
comes  in  will.     [Six  others  accused  and  confessed  or  found  guilty].     Fynes 
them  all  conforme  to  the  act  of  parliament ;    and  arreists  them  in  prison 
during  the  magistrats  pleasure. 

15  December,  1686. 
The  counsell,  this  day  conveened,  have  discharged  any  sale  of  fish  within 
this  burgh,  att  any  place  except  the  cross,  betuixt  sun  and  sun,  under  the  pane 
of  confiscatioun  ;   and  alloues  every  person  to  sell  fish  att  the  cross  quhen  they 
please,  custum  frie,  betuixt  sun  and  sun. 
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8  March,  1687. 
Whoever  taks  the  myhiis,  the  toun  are  obleist  to  mount  the  water  walls  Towns  mills, 
with  friestone,  above  the  wheels,  on  thair  own  charges,  and  to  furnish  ane  ^  ' 
sufficient  boat  for  laying  in  Tueid  cauU  to  be  comprysed  with  the  mylns,  and 
to  give  twa  raik  of  the  toun  horse  yeirly,  to  help  in  with  the  cauld. 

9  May,  1687. 
The  counsell,  haveing  considered  the  poor  and  miserable  condition  ofOiphan 
{blank)    Walkers,   children   to  umquhill  William   Walker,   weaver,   burges  of*^  idren. 
Peebles,  through  the  death  of  thair  fayther  and  mother,  and  thair  haveing  no 
persones  neir  of  kin  to  tak  care  of  them,  have  therfor  thought  fitt  to  nominat 
and  appoint  Patrick  Brotherstaines,  merchant  in  Peebles,  to  tak  notice  of 
thair  affaires,  sett  thair  lands,  and  uplift  thair  rents,  for  menteinance  of  the 
children,  and  to  obtaine  a  warrand  from  the  commissar  for  rouping  all  the 
goods  belonging  to  them,  and  standing  in  thair  house,  for  thair  satisfaction 
of  thair  mothers  funeral  and  charges,  and  thair  further  menteinance  ;    and 
ordeans  the  clerk  to  extract  this  for  his  warrand,  he  being  to  compt  yeirly 
for  his  intromissiones. 

2  June,  1687. 
Andrew  Ewmond  being  accused  for  kilhng  of  smoats  in  forbidden  t5mie.  Killing 
he  refuised  to  depone,  and  thairfor  finds  him  guilty.     John  Crichtoun  [also^'"^^^'      ^  ' 
accused  and  found  guilty]. 

19  September,  1687. 
The  counsell  ordeans  the  thesaurer  to  borrow  als  much  money  as  will  Mills  to  be 
build  the  mylnes,  they  being  totally  ruinous  in  the  haill  walls  and  materialls, 
and  that  from  the  kirk  thesaurer,  till  such  tyme  as  the  tounes  rents  come  in 
to  defray  the  burden  thairof. 

17  October,  1687. 

The  counsell  ordeans  the  thesaurer  to  furnish  lym  and  stones  to  outred  the  Lime  and 
1  ,,  J.  u   A  stone  for  the 

mylnes  att  any  rate  quhatsumever.  j^^^g 

The  counsell  ordeans  every  tenement  within  this  burgh  to  fetch  home  Slates  from 

from  Stobo  quarrie  ane  hundreth  sclaits,  quhich  are  to  be  payed  for  be  the^y^y.^ 

toun,   and  that  under  the  paine  of  threttein  shilling  four  pennies  without 

defalcation,  quhich  fynes  are  to  be  imployed  for  inbringing  thairof. 
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2  December,  1687. 
Shooting  John  Robesone,  Adam  Robesone,  James  Murray,  and  David  Bruce,  being 

Ishing^^  (C)   accused  for  shooting  of  hares  and  dowes,  deponed  negative.     John  Crichton 

deponed  negative  lykwayes,  and  swa  did  John  Turnbull,  both  as  to  fishing 

and  shooting  of  hares  and  dowes. 


Discharge 
for  a  years 
excise  duties 


Attendance 
at  baptisms. 
(C) 


Attendance 
at  marriages, 

(C) 


The  parson 
fined.     (C) 


26  December,  1687. 
I,  WiUiam  WilHamsone,  toun  clerk  of  Peebles,  tacksman  of  the  excyse  of 
the  said  toun  and  shyre,  be  thir  presentts  grant  me  to  have  received  from 
the  proveist,  bailies,  counsell,  and  community  thairof,  full  and  compleit  pay- 
ment of  ane  yeirs  excise  of  the  said  burgh,  being  sixtein  hundreth  merks — 
viz.,  from  Hallowmes  j'"  vj"  four  score  sex  yeris  to  Hallo wmes  j'"  vj''  four 
score  sevin  yeirs,  conform  to  the  tack  made  and  past  betuixt  them  and  me 
theranent. 

11  January,  1688. 

The  persons  following — viz.,  Archbald  Halden  [and  eighty-three  others], 
being  all  accused  for  haveing  moe  persons  at  ther  baptisms,  since  October 
1682,  then  the  act  of  parliament  allowes,  all  of  them  confest,  and  therefore 
are  found  gwilty,  and  fyned  conforme  to  the  act  of  parliament.  [Thirty-five 
others,  '  all  laufuUie  summoned,  yet  absent,'  are  likewise  found  guilty  and 
fined]. 

The  persons  following — viz.,  John  Lowes  [and  thirty-eight  others],  being 
all  accused  for  haveing  moe  at  ther  weddings  then  the  law  allowes,  all  of  them 
compeired  and  confest,  and  therfore  is  found  guilty  and  fynd  conforme  to 
the  act  of  parliament.  [Fourteen  others,  found  guilty,  in  absence,  of  a  similar 
offence,  are  fined]. 

Mr.  John  Hay,  parsone  of  Peebles,  being  accused  for  haveing  ane 
wedding  in  his  house,  quhairat  ther  wes  moe  persons  then  the  law  allowes, 
absent,  is  found  guilty,  and  fyned  conforme  to  the  act  of  parliament. 


Nomination 
of  town 
council. 


5  February,  1688. 
The  which  day,  in  presence  of  Charles  earle  of  Traquair,  ane  of  the 
/(^,  members  of  his  Majesties  most  honourable  privy  counsell,  who  is  appointed 
to  be  present  att  the  admittance  of  the  magistrats,  counsell  and  clerk  of 
Peebles  till  Michaelmes  nixt,  John  Govan,  present  proveist,  produced  the  act 
of  counsell  following  : — Att  Edinburgh,  the  tuenty-sixt  day  of  Januarii  1688, 
the  lords  of  his  majestic  privy  counsell,  in  persuance  of  his  Majesties  commands, 
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signifyed  to  them  in  a  letter  direct  under  his  royall  hand,  daitit  at  the  courtt  of 
Whythall,  the  sevint  day  of  Januarii  168|,  doe  heirby  nominat  and  appoint  the 
persons  underwrittin  to  be  magistrats  and  councellers  for  the  burgh  of  Peebles, 
dureing  this  current  yeir,  they  being  persones  whom  his  Majestie  judges  most 
loyall  and  ready  to  promote  his  service,  and  most  forward  to  support  the 
good  and  interest  of  the  said  burgh — viz.,  John  Go  van,  to  be  proveist  thairof ; 
William  Scott  and  Thomas  Chisholme,  baillies ;  Patrick  Govan,  deane 
of  gild ;  and  Archibald  Sheill,  thesaurer  ;  and  the  counsellors  to  be  WilUam 
Plenderleith,  Adam  Lytle,  John  Borrowman,  Alexander  Jonkisone,  James 
Halden,  James  Horsbrugh,  William  Hislope,  John  Smith,  WiUiam  Lowes, 
Patrick  Brotherstaines,  John  Jonkisone,  and  John  Tod ;  and  William 
Williamsone,  clerk  ;  all  quhich  persones  are  heirby  authorised  to  continew 
in  their  respective  offices  in  the  said  burgh  and  libertyes  thairof  untill  Michaelmes 
nixt  ensuing  the  dait  of  these  presentts,  and  authorizes  and  impowers  the 
earle  of  Traquair,  or  such  as  his  lordship  shall  appoint,  to  be  present  att 
thair  entrance  and  admittance,  against  such  a  convenient  dyet  as  his  lordship 
shall  think  fitt,  to  the  end  they  may  sie  his  Majesties  royall  pleasour  forsaid 
regularly  and  effectually  putt  in  executioun.  Extracted  be  me.  Sir  William 
Patersone,  knight  barronet,  clerk  to  his  Majesties  most  honourable  privy 
counsell  {Sic  subr.)  Will.  Patersone.  After  reading  quherof,  the  persones  above 
named  being  all  called,  wer  present,  except  John  Smyth,  who  is  removed  out 
of  the  place  [accepted  their  offices  and  gave  their  oaths,  de  fideli.] 

6  February,  1688. 
The  counsell  considering  how  unfrequent  ther  meltings  of  the  counsell  Council 
are,   have  renewed  and  revived  ther  former  acts  of  counsell,   wherby  the  "^^^^^"^^" 
counsell  is  to  meet  ilk  fortnight  upon  the  Mundayes  morning,  att  ringing  of 
the  bell,  under  the  penalty  of  half  a  merk  from  ilk  absent,  and  fourty  pennies 
if   they   be   sero   veniens   after   the   prayer,    and   ordeans   the   absents   to    be 
imprisoned  for  thair  fynes  whill  they  mak  payment ;    and  notwithstanding  of 
this  the  proveist  is  to  call  counsells  pro  re  nata  as  he  sies  cause. 

5  March,  1688. 
The  counsell  have  resolved  to  provyd  a  peice  of  plate  for  the  race  this  Anent  the 
yeir  of  the  value  of  ten  pounds  sterling ;    and  declaires  that  it  shall  not  be  ^^^^' 
run  for  except  ther  be  thrie  horsses  in  severall  mens  hands  to  run  for  it,  and 
quhatever  horsses  runs  their  imputs  are  to  be  six  doUers  a  peice  ;    and  the 
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School- 
master. 


Inventory  of 
the  school- 
masters 
plenishing. 


Charity. 


School 
doctor. 


counsell  declaires  that  it  shall  not  be  in  the  magistrats  pouer  to  dispense  with 
the  Tuning  therof  without  thrie  horsses  laufully  booked  conform  to  the  pro- 
clamation. 

7  March,  1688. 

Hendrie  Hay,  being  received  and  admitted  schoolmaster  of  the  schooll  of 
Peebles  from  the  first  day  of  May  nixt  1688  to  the  first  day  of  May  1689,  for 
the  soume  of  ane  hundreth  and  fourty-six  pounds,  13  sh.  4d.  modified  stipend, 
to  be  payed  to  him  be  the  said  burgh  at  the  four  quarters  used  and  wont, 
with  his  chalmer  possest  be  the  present  master,  and  tuenty  loads  of  peits, 
and  ten  loads  of  coal,  to  be  laid  in  to  his  chamber  [with  fees  for  '  landward 
children,'  accepts  the  office,  and,  in  the  usual  terms,  undertakes  to  perform 
the  duties.     Antea,  pp.  30-32.] 

Imprimis,  ane  bed  with  ane  bottom,  ane  vessell  ambrie  at  the  bedsyd, 
ane  schelf  betuixt  the  ambrie  and  chimney,  ane  table,  ane  pantrie  beneath 
the  stair,  with  lock  and  key ;  ane  little  ambrie  above  the  pantrie  door,  with 
bands ;  ane  schelf  within  the  chamber,  ane  door  upon  the  chamber  with 
snack  and  lock ;  ane  door  upon  the  loft,  with  lock  and  key ;  ane  partitione 
comeing  in  to  the  hall,  ane  lock,  snack,  and  slot  upon  the  utter  door ; 
sufficient  glas  windoes  in  hall  and  chamber. 

The  counsell,  considdering  the  poor  and  necessitous  condition  of  John 
Crawfurd,  have  thought  fitt  to  joyn  with  the  session  in  provyding  him  four 
shirts,  and  allowing  him  tuelve  pennies  ilk  day  in  any  house  he  pleases, 
quhich  is  to  be  payed  quarterly. 

23  April,  1688. 
The  present  school  doctor,  James  Andersone,  having  givin  over  the  toun, 
they  have  pitched  upon  James  Chancellor,  presentt  schoolmaster  att  Drum- 
melzar,  to  be  school  doctor  for  the  space  of  one  yeir  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  nixtocome,  and  allowes  him  the  former  fies  of  elevin  pounds  Scots 
money,  quarterly,  and  six  shilling  Scots,  quarterly,  of  each  chyld  in  the 
schooU ;  who,  be  his  acceptation,  hes  obleist  himself  to  the  same  attendance 
and  duty  that  the  schoolmaster  is  obleaged  to  doe  in  his  act  of  admission. 


3  May,  1688. 
Lord  Douglas         The  proveist,  baillie  Scott,  proveist  Plenderleith,  baillie  Lytle,  the  dean 
Beltane  race  ^^  &^^^'  J^™^^  Halden,  and  James  Horsbrugh  have  all  condescended  that, 
notwithstanding  of  the  articles  anent  the  race,  quhairby  it  is  not  to  be  run 
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without  thrie  horses,  that  since  it  is  the  desyr  of  lord  WiUiam  Douglas,  who 
is  thair  neighbour,  and  uther  company  conveened,  that  the  plait  sail  be  run 
for  be  two,  and  the  imputs  only  six  dollers  a  peice,  and  the  saidle  immediatly 
after,  conform  to  the  old  custom,  allowing  two  to  run  for  two  dollers  a  peice, 
and  thrie  or  more  for  four  pounds  a  peice. 

14  May,  1688. 

The  counsell  allowes  the  magistrats  to  visit  the  women  schools  within  Schools, 
this  burgh,  and  to  order  such  boyes  as  are  in  the  psalm  book  to  goe  to  the 
pubhct  schooll,  under  the  paine  of  being  lykwayes  lyable  to  the  school  doctor 
for  his  quarter  payment. 

The  counsell  ordeans  all  persones  within  this  burgh,  who  have  children  Compulsory 

capable  of  learning,  to  putt  thair  children  to  the  schooll,  under  the  paine  of^  " 

being  lyable  for  their  quarter  payments  ;    and  declaires  that  whoever  are  not 

able  to  pay  for  thair  children  the  magistrats  will  order  the  master  and  doctor 

to  teach  them  gratis. 

11  June,  1688. 

The  proveist,  baiUies,  and  counsell,  considdering  the  great  prejudice  that  Owners  of 

horsGs 
the  neighbourhead  of  this  burgh  sustaines  through  ane  number  of  peple  within  pasturing  on 

this  burgh  thair  bringing  in  horsses  that  hes  no  provisiones  for  them,  have  common 

thought  fitt  to  enact  that  whoever,  within  this  burgh,  att  any  tyme  pastures  fowns  work. 

ther  horsses  upon  the  common  grass  they  sail  be  lyable  to  work  the  haill  work 

belonging  to  the  toun,  such  as  leading  of  lyme,  stones,  carying  of  baggadge, 

or  any  uther  work  that  the  toun  hes  to  doe,  and  incaice  att  any  tyme  they 

refuise  when  recommended  by  the  magistrats,  and  it  can  be  proven  that  ever 

att  any  tyme  they  have  pastured  upon  the  commone  grass,  they  are  to  be 

lyable  in  the  soume  of  fourty  shilhng  to  the  thesaurer  for  the  tounes  use  ; 

as  also  the  counsell  declaires  that  it  sail  be  lesum  to  any  of  the  neighbours 

within  the  burgh  that  sees  or  hears  tell,  and  can  prove,  that  their  neighbours 

have  been  upon  their  grass,  cornes,  or  drawing  thristles  out  of  utheris  cornes 

without  thair  consent,  to  exact  from  them  fourtein  shilling  Scots,  by  and 

attour  the  skaith  of  cornes  quhich  they  are  lykwayes  to  be  lyable  for  after 

compoysing  thairof. 

25  June,  1688. 

Appoints    baillie    Chisholme    to   go    to    the   Coldcoat,    SpitteUhauch,    or  Lime  to  be 

Whitfeild,  to  buy  thrie  score  loads  of  lyme  for  the  tounes  use.  bought. 
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Quarter- 
masters. 


Magistrates 
and 

councillors 
to  continue 
in  office. 


Contri- 
butions for 
the  militia. 


6  August,  1688. 
Nominats  these  following  to  be  quartermasters  till  the  nixt  election  : — 
For  the  east  quarter,  proveist  Plenderleith  [and  one  for  each  of  the  other 
quarters],  and  discharges  the  saids  quartermasters  to  impose  any  greater 
fynes  than  a  merk  peice  ;  and  incaice  thair  be  any  great  faults  committed 
that  deserves  a  greater  fyne,  ordeans  the  quartermasters  to  apply  to  the 
magistrats  and  counsell,  who  will  fyne  them  according  to  the  demerit  of  thair 
cr5nne  ;  and  declaires  that  the  quartermasters  sail  not  be  further  troubled 
to  seek  the  heids  for  thair  transgressiones,  bot  only  to  imprison  ther 
cautioners. 

1  October,  1688. 

This  day  the  proveist  produced  ane  act  of  counsell  suspending  the 
electione  of  the  magistrats  and  counsell  of  royal  borrowes,  quhairof  the  tenor 
foUowes : — Edinburgh,  13th  September,  1688. — Wheras  the  Kings  most 
excellent  Majestic  hath,  by  a  letter  direct  under  his  royall  hand,  daitit  att 
the  court  of  Windsor,  the  29  August  last  by  past,  signified  to  his  privy  counsell 
heir  that  he  hath  thought  fitt  to  suspend  the  electiones  of  magistrats  and 
counsell  of  royall  burrowes  within  this  kingdome  untill  his  Majestic  sail 
declare  his  further  pleassour,  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  privy  counsell,  in 
persuance  of  his  Majesties  commands,  doe  heirby  authorize  and  allow  the 
magistrats  and  counsell  of  the  royall  burghs  of  this  kingdome,  formerly 
nominat,  to  continow  to  exerce  of  thair  respective  offices  thairin  untill  his 
Majesties  further  pleasour  be  signified  to  them.  Extract  by  me. — {Sic  subr.) 
Colin  M'Kenzie,  clericus  secreti  consilii.  Which  letter  the  counsell  wer 
satisfyed  with,  and  accordingly  entered  upon  the  execution  of  thair  laufull 
offices. 

Ther  being  orders  given  out  be  his  Majesties  privy  counsell  for  having 
the  militia  in  readynes  with  fourteen  dayes  provision,  the  counsell,  in 
obedience  thairto,  have  made  ane  roll  of  thair  militia ;  and  for  their  payment 
ordeans  the  persones  following  to  mak  a  roll  of  all  men  above  sextein  yeirs 
of  age,  that  it  may  appear  how  many  will  fall  to  put  out  each  militiaman, 
viz.  : — [two  persons  for  each  quarter],  quhich  persones  are  too  give  oaths  that 
they  mak  faithfuU  rolls,  and  to  appear  agane  four  aclock  with  their  rolls 
ready. 

The  rolls  being  returned  by  the  saids  persones,  it  is  found  that  eight  men 
or  thairby  doe  putt  out  the  ninth,  and  thairfor  the  magistrats  and  counsell 
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ordeans  ilk  man,  that  is  not  of  the  mili^a,  to  pay  tuelve  shilling  for  the  first 
fourtein  dayes  provisione  or  loan  money. 

8  October,  1688. 

The  proveist  having  offered  to  serve  upon  horseback,  with  men  and  armes.  The  provost 
for  the  toun,  in  the  present  outrick  of  the  heritors,  conform  to  his  Majesties  *?  ^^T^?" 
proclamation,  for  fourty  shilling  a  day  and  six  dollers  to  mount  himself  with, 
the  counsell  have  consented  thairto,  and  heirby  obleidges  themselves  to  pay 
to  the  proveist  fourty  shilling  ilk  day  fra   this   back  till   the  return  of  the 
heritors,  and  to  pay  him  the  saids  six  dollers  of  entry  money  instantly. 

The  counsell  ordeans  the  herds  and  tennents  of  Kaidmuir  to  put  out  aCademuir 
mihtia  man  among  them,  or  ilk  ane  to  pay  in  a  doller  to  the  thesaurer.  herds  and 

11  October,  1688. 
The  counsell  ordeans  the  magistrats  to  hyre  swa  many  men  as  the  toun  Militia  men 
stands  in  neid  of,  for  outrick  of  thair  pairt  of  the  detached  mihtia  als  cheap  ^^g^^^^J*^^'' 
as  they  can,  and  ordeans  the  thesaurer  to  ansuer  for  and  ingadge  for  any  fies  those  named, 
sail  be  agried  upon  ;   and  because  such  as  wer  named  by  the  counsell  for  that 
effect  are  fled,  ordeans  them  all  to  appear  att  the  chappel  door  the  morrow 
agane  eight  of  the  clock,  under  the  paine  of  fourty  pounds,  or  everlasting 
banishment  and  escheating  thair  haill  goods. 

17  October,  1688. 
John  Wood,   burges  of  Peebles,   being  accused  for  ryot  upon  Margaret  Riot  and 
Wilson,    relict    of    umquhill    Thomas    Pringle,   burges    of    Peebles,    and    for^^^"*^^'-    (^) 
scandalizeing  her  and  calling  her  unsonsy  loun  and  rigwoidie  witch  [it  being 
stated  in  her  complaint  that  upon  ' Woodensday  last,  when  I  wes  coming  alongst 
the  Old  Toune  bridge  to  fetch  ane  pair  of  linens  of  my  fathers  from  Thomas 
Hope,  the  said  John  wes  at  Mareon  Franks  doore,  and  ther  fell  violently  upon 
me,  and  inhumanly  and  barbarously  strook  me,  quhairthrough  I  am  unable,  as 
yet,  to  doe  anything,  and  lykewayes  called  me   unsonsie  lune  and  rigwoodie 
witch  '] ;  and  the  ryot  being  refered  to  his  oath  he  refused  to  depone,  and 
thairfor  is  found  guilty  of  ryot ;    and,   as  for  the  scandall,   it  was  offered 
to   be   proven   be   WiUiam   Young,   burges   of  Peebles ;     James    Andersone, 
indueller  thair  ;  and  Mareon  Frank,  rehct  of  umquhill  Thomas  Dicksone,  who 
being  all  solemnly  sworne,  depones  as  foUowes  : — Wilham  Young  depones  that 
he  heard  John  Wood  say  to  Margaret  Wilson  :    Unsonsy  theif  that  I  have  mett 
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this  morning,  I  will  never  thryve.  James  Andersone  deponed  that  he  heard 
nothing  bot  John  say  :  Let  me  in  by  to  the  witch  theif.  Mareon  Frank  depones 
that  she  heard  nothing  but  John  Wood  say :  Let  me  in  by  to  the  unsonsy  theif. 

28  November,  1688. 
Excise  duty  The  proveist,   baillies,   and  counsell  of  Peebles,   considdering  the  great 

on  ran  y.  prejudice  that  the  excyse  of  this  burgh  sustaines  through  persones  thair  toping 
of  brandy  in  les  quantities  then  four  pynts,  and  pretending  freedome  of  excyse 
thairfor  conform  to  ane  act  of  counsell,  they  doe  declair  and  enact  that 
whatever  quantities  of  brandie  beis  vented  be  merchands  or  ventiners  to  any 
persones  under  four  pynts,  the  seller  thairof  sail  be  lyable  for  the  excyse, 
conform  to  the  act  of  parliament,  and  heirby  rescinds  all  acts  of  counsell 
formerly  made  that  are  anywayes  prejudiciall  heirunto,  and  declaires  that 
any  unfreeman  that  sells  les  than  half  ane  anker  to  any  persones  that  does 
not  pay  excyse  they  sail  be  lyable  for  the  excyse  thairof,  and  ordeans  the 
collector  to  sease  upon  them  thairfor,  and  execut  the  law  against  them  quhill 
punctuall  payment  be  made. 

24  December,  1688. 
Town  guard.  The  proveist,   baillies,  and  counsell,   considdering  the  imminent  hazard 

that  may  be  in  this  juncture  of  affaires,  through  the  stragling  of  papists  and 
others,'  quhairby  the  toun  may  be  in  hazard,  have  thought  fitt  to  appoint 
the  toun  to  be  gaurded  by  the  number  of  men  following,  ilk  night  ;  and  for 
the  first  night  ordeans  baillie  Scott  to  command  all  the  masters  of  families, 
from  Patrick  Brotherstanes  his  house  to  Patrik  Gilleis  his  house,  and  William 
Plenderleith  to  command  fra  that  to  William  Williamsones,  and  James 
Williamsone  to  command  fra  that  to  Thomas  Youngers,  and  Thomas  Chisholme 
to  command  fra  that  to  his  own  house,  and  baillie  Borroman  to  command 
fra  that  to  Thomas  Smyths,  and  Patrick  Govan  fra  that  to  John  Dickisones, 
and  fra  that  to  John  Caudells  under  the  command  of  the  proveist,  and  fra 
that  to  John  Robesones  under  the  command  of  the  clerk,  and  fra  that  aU  the 
rest  of  the  Old  Toun  under  the  command  of  William  Lowes,  deacon  ;  and 
heirby  alloues  the  severall  commanders  to  fine  ilk  ane  of  the  absents  in 
threttein  shilling  four  pennies,  and  to  poynd  thairfor,  and  apply  it  for  the 
use  of  the  guard  ;   and  ordeans  the  guard  to  begin  at  the  Old  Toun,  and  goe 

'About    this     time     some     "consecrate        burned  at  Peebles  cross.    (Historical  Manu- 
things  "  were  brought  from  Traquair  and        scripts  Commission,  xiv.,  Appx.  3,  p.  171.) 
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commanded  by  deacon  Lowes,  and  fra  that  to  goe  round  be  baillie  Scotts 
guard,  and  sua  round  the  haill  toun,  and  ordeans  James  Melrose  to  give  to 
each  commander  a  roll  of  those  under  his  command. 

13  February,  1689. 
John  Moffat  being  accused  for  blood  and  ryot  on  Peter  Hepburne,  in  Assault.  (C) 
taking  him  over  the  head  with  Peters  oun  whinger,  wherby  he  wounded  him 
to  the  effusion  of  his  blood,  he  confest,  bot  allegit  that  he  wes  provocked  be 
him  with  evill  languadge,  and  Peters  offering  to  draw  that  durk  in  wrath 
against  him,  quhich  he  offered  to  prove  againe  the  nixt  court  day,  quhich 
Adam  Robesone  and  Patrick  Hay  deponed  that  Peter  Hepburne  offered  to 
his  durk. 

27  February,  1689. 

Wheras  the  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  kingdome  of  Scotland  met  at  Commission 
Whytehall  the  tenth  day  of  January  last,  at  desyre  of  his  highness  the  Prince  convention 
of  Orange,  now  King  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland,  and  dominions  and  of  the 
territories  therto  belonging,  did  give  his  highnes  hearty  thanks  for  his  pious  * 

and  generous  undertakings  for  preserving  the  protestant  religione  and  the 
lawes  and  libertyes  of  these  kingdomes,  and  in  order  to  the  attaining  these 
ends  did  desyre  and  advyse  his  highnes  to  take  upon  him  the  administratione 
of  publict  affaires  both  civill  and  miUtary,  the  disposall  of  the  pubUct 
revenewes  and  fortresses  of  this  kingdome,  and  the  doing  every  thing  that  is 
necessary  for  the  preservatione  of  the  peace  of  the  samen  untill  a  generall 
meeting  of  the  States  of  the  natione,  which  they  humbly  des3T-ed  his  highnes 
to  call,  to  be  holden  at  Edinburgh  the  fourtenth  day  of  March  nixt ;  and 
his  highnes  being  desyrous  to  doe  every  thing  that  may  tend  to  the  good  and 
happines  of  this  kingdome,  hes  therfor  by  his  letter  direct  to  the  toune  clerk 
of  this  burgh  of  Peebles,  dated  at  St.  James's,  the  fifth  day  of  February  j'"  vj"" 
eighty  nine,  appoynting  the  said  meeting  of  the  Estats  of  this  kingdome  at 
Edinburgh  the  said  fourtenth  day  of  March  j'"  vj"  eighty  nyne  years,  in 
persueance  and  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  said  advyce,  requyre  the  said 
toune  clerk,  upon  the  recept  of  the  forsaid  letter,  to  mak  publict  intimatione 
of  the  same  upon  the  first  mercat  day,  at  the  mercat  cross  of  the  royaU  burgh 
of  Peebles,  in  the  usuall  maner,  and  to  appoint  a  day,  to  be  at  least  fyve 
dayes  after  the  said  intimation,  for  the  haill  burgesses  to  meet  and  choice 
ther  commissioners  to  the  said  meeting  of  the  Estats  at  Edinburgh  the  forsaid 
day,  for  securing  of  the  protestant  religion  and  restoring  of  the  lawes  and 
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libertyes  of  this  kingdome,  according  to  his  highnes  declarationes,  and  ordering 
a  copy  of  the  said  letter  and  intimatione  conteaning  the  said  day  of  electiones 
to  be  left  affixt  on  the  said  croce,  the  burgesses  and  commissioners  being 
protestants,  without  any  other  reservatione  or  limitatione  :  [In  obedience 
whereto  William  Williamsone,  town  clerk,  having  received  the  said  letter  on 
17th  February,  intimated  the  same  as  directed,  and  appointed  this  day  for 
the  election  ;  according  to  which  letter  and  intimatione  we  the  haill  protestant 
burgesses]  by  the  plurality  of  our  voices  have  elected  .  .  .  John  Mure, 
merchant,  burges  of  the  said  burgh  of  Peebles  (whome  we  testifie  to  be  a 
protestant  fearing  God)  our  commissioner  to  the  said  conventione  of  Estats.  .  .  . 

1  April,  1689. 
Great  storm.  The  counsell,  in  regaird  of  the  great  storm  upon  the  ground,  quhairby 

thair  is  ane  impossibility  of  goeing  round  the  Eschelly  commouns,  continews 
the  goeing  about  the  samin  till  Whitsunday. 

8  April,  1689. 
Mutilation  of  James  Thrift,  skinner,  burges  of  Peebles,  being  accused  for  ryveing  of  ane 
leaf  out  of  the  toun  court  book,  quhairin  wes  written  ane  act  of  caution, 
granted  be  him  as  principall,  and  Adam  Lytle  as  cautioner,  that  John  Go  van, 
proveist  of  Peebles  (who  hes  deponed  that  he  did  dread  the  said  James  Thrift 
bodily  harme  and  oppressione)  his  wyf,  barnes,  and  family  should  be  harmles 
and  skaithles  in  thair  bodyes,  goodes  and  gear,  and  should  be  nowayes 
troubled  or  molested  thairin  be  him  or  any  he  may  stop  or  lett,  otherwayes 
then  be  order  of  law  and  justice  ;  compeiring,  personally  confest  the  lacerating 
the  said  leaf  out  of  the  forsaid  book,  and  comes  in  the  counsells  will  thairfor. 
(Signed)   James  Thrift. 

The  counsell  haveing  considdered  the  great  and  attrocious  crymes  com- 
mitted be  James  Thrift,  first,  in  menacing  the  proveist,  for  quhich  he  hes 
gevin  his  oath,  and  thairafter  for  lacerating  the  leaf  out  of  the  pubhct  toun 
registers  ;  for  which  cr5nTies  and  insolencies  the  counsell  finds  that  he  hes 
forfaulted  his  burgesship,  and  thairfor  declaires  his  burges  ticket  null  in  all 
tyme  comeing,  and  ordeans  him  to  return  to  prison  ay  and  quhill  he  find 
caution  of  lawborroues  to  the  proveist,  under  the  paine  of  four  hundreth 
merkes,  and  ay  and  quhill  he  mak  payment  to  the  thesaurer  of  the  soume  of 
fifty  pounds  Scots  money  for  the  forsaid  fault  in  lacerating  the  toun  court 
book. 
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26  April,  1689. 

The   proveist   haveing   reported   to   the   counsell   that   the   Countess   of  The  Countess 
Mortoun  had  desyred  fra  him  Hberty  to  cast  some  deviots  upon  Winkstoun  °*  ^°rton. 
commoun,  for  theiking  of  a  house  she  is  about  to  build  upon  the  Templeland, 
these  present  of  the  counsell  did  unanimously  consent  thairto  for  the  favours 
they  have  received  from  her  ladyship. 

27  April,  1689. 

William  Williamsone,  toun  clerk,  produced  to  the  haill  burgesses  conveened  Anent  the 
the  following  act  of  the  meiting  of  the  estaits  anent  the  new  election  of  the  ^J^^^^^J^  °^ 
magistrats  and  toun  counsell,  quherof  the  tenor  followes  : — Att  Edinburgh  the  trats  and 
eightein  day  of  Apryll,  j'"  vj'^  fourscore  nyn  yeirs.  The  estaits  of  this  kingdome  *^""g^,jj  ,(,. 
haveing  heard  and  considdered  a  representation  made  from  the  meiting  of  the 
commissioners  from  the  royall  burrowes  for  regulating  the  magistracie  and 
counsells  therof,  bearing  that  it  wes  ther  opinion  that  the  haill  burghs  forsaid 
should  have  a  new  election  of  the  magistracie  and  toun  counsell,  by  pole  of 
the  burgesses  bearing  burdein  in  the  respective  burghs,  excluding  honorary 
burgesses,  toun  servants,  pensioners  and  beedmen  ;  and  also  having  con- 
sidered the  representationes  made  by  severall  burghs  why  they  ought  to 
continow  ther  magistracie  and  counsell  as  being  freely  elected  conform  to 
ther  priviledges  and  constitutiones,  the  estaits  find  that  generally  the  haill 
forsaid  royall  burrowes  have  suffered  incroachment  on  ther  liberties  and 
priviledges  by  letters  and  recommendationes  from  the  King,  his  counsell  and 
others  haveing  pouer  and  influence,  wherby  these  several  yeirs  past  many  of 
the  bm-gesses  utherwayes  qualified  to  elect  and  be  elected  have  been  debarred  ; 
therfor  the  estaits  doe  heirby  give  order  for  a  new  election  of  the  ordinary 
magistracie  and  toun  counsell  of  Peebles,  to  continow  till  the  usuall  tyme 
about  Michaelmes  nixt  and  to  be  chosen  by  the  pole  att  the  said  burgh  of 
Peebles  the  tuenty  sevint  day  of  Apryll  instant  ;  and  the  estaits  doe  nominat 
and  appoint  the  laird  of  Cardronna  to  be  present  and  sie  the  forsaid  election 
made  ;  and  ordeans  the  toun  clerk  to  conveen  the  habile  burgesses  and  to 
proceid  in  the  said  election  in  the  same  manner  as  wes  formerly  ordered  and 
appointed  by  the  estaits  in  the  electiones  of  the  magistrats  and  toun  counsell 
of  Edinburgh  and  Dundie.  Extracted  out  of  the  records  of  the  meiting  of 
the  estaits  by  me,  Sic  subr,  J  a.  Dalr5nTiple,  els. 

According  to  quhich  act  of  the  estaits,  quhich  came  only  to  my  hands 
upon  the  tuenty  fyft  instant,  after  ten  aclock  att  night,  I  caused  the  toun 
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drummer  goe  through  this  burgh,  upon  the  tuenty  sixt  of  the  said  moneth, 
and  by  tuik  of  drum  read  the  substance  therof  and  give  adverteisment  to  the 
haill  burgesses  quahfied  in  manner  forsaid  to  conveen  within  the  tolbuith  of 
the  said  burgh  this  day,  betuixt  ten  and  tuelve  houres  in  the  foirnoon,  to 
proceed  in  the  said  election.  As  also  I  being  in  company  with  Cardronna 
the  tyme  of  my  receipt  of  the  forsaid  act  I  made  intimation  to  him  to  be 
present  conform  therto.  And  accordingly  the  saids  haill  habile  burgesses 
being  this  day  conveened,  in  obedience  to  the  forsaid  act  and  adverteisment, 
they,  in  presence  of  the  said  laird  of  Cardronna,  did  by  the  pole  of  the  saids 
burgesses  elect  the  persones  following  to  be  magistrats  and  toun  counsell  till 
the  ordinary  tyme  about  Michaelmes  nixt,  viz.,  John  Muir,  proveist  ;  John 
Tueiddy,  elder,  and  Patrick  Brotherstaines,  baillies  ;  Robert  Forrester,  dean 
of  gild  ;  Archibald  Sheill,  thesaurer  ;  Thomas  Bell,  William  Wood,  Alexander 
Law,  William  Ker,  Thomas  Wallace,  John  Freir,  John  Tueiddy,  younger, 
Adam  Robiesone,  William  Brotherstaines,  elder,  James  Brotherstaines, 
younger,  John  Murray,  wright,  and  Thomas  Fothringhame,  weiver,  common 
counsellers.  And  in  testimonie  of  the  treuth  of  the  said  election  the  said 
James  Williamsone  of  Cardronna  hes  subscrivit  the  samen.     J.  Williamson. 

29  April,  1689 
Beggars  and  The  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  of  Peebles,  considdering  the  great  evill 

that  may  fall  out  in  the  tyme  of  the  enschewing  fair  by  the  repairing  of  idle 
beggars,  tinkers,  and  horners,  to  this  burgh,  and  thair  being  resett  thairin  by 
the  burgessis  and  inhabitants  thairof,  wherthrow  severall  great  abuses  have 
been  and  may  yet  fall  out  to  the  scandall  of  all  religion,  therfor  they  doe 
discharge  any  of  the  burgessis  and  inhabitants  of  this  burgh  to  resett  or 
harbour  any  of  the  saids  idle  and  sturdy  beggars,  tinklers,  or  horners,  under 
the  penalty  of  ten  merks. 

8  May,  1689. 
Checking  of  In    presence    of    the    saids    proveist    and    baillies,    compeired    Andrew 

scanca.  (  )  ^^dersone,  in  Edstoun,  who  has  been  imprisoned  by  them,  for  abusing  of 
Patrick  Govan,  late  dean  of  guild,  in  caUing  him  a  rascall,  and  utherayes 
scandalizing  him  ;  and  albeit  the  magistrats  and  counsell  have  no  deHght  in 
oppressing  people  by  fynes,  yet  they  are  still  content  and  will  mak  it  thair 
business  to  have  all  persones  reduced  to  regularity,  and  obleidge  themselves 
to  continow  in  good  neighbourhood  with  all  persones  ;    and  therfor  the  saids 
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magistrals  and  counsell  does  ordain  and  enact  that  the  said  Andrew  Andersone 
sail  be  herby  obleidged,  likeas  he  heirby  obleidges  himself,  that  he  sail  live 
peacably  and  quyetly  with  all  the  neighbourhead  of  the  toun,  and  not  scold  with 
or  provock  any  of  them,  any  manner  of  way  in  tyme  comeing  otherwayes  then 
be  order  of  law  and  justice,  and  that  under  the  paine  of  ane  hundreth  punds 
Scots  money,  by  and  attour  performance.     (Signed)    Andrew  Andersone. 

27  May,  1689. 
The  counsell,  considdering  the  great  prejudice  that  many  of  the  neigh- House- 
bourhood  of  this  toun  sustaines  through  heritors  thair  setting  of  houssis  to  ^^^^'^S' 
persones  that  are  unable  to  mentaine  themselves,   without  consent  of  the 
magistrats,  they  do  therfor  ordean  all  the  heritors  of  this  burgh  who  have 
sett  any  houssis  to  persones  without  consent  of  the  magistrats  to  come  to 
the  present  magistrats  within  twenty  four  hours,  and  give   them   accompt 
thairof,  that  if  they  be  not  able  to  mentain  themselves  they  may  be  furthwith 
removed ;    and  incaice  all  the  heritors  of  this  toun  doe  not  come  to  the 
magistrats  within  tuenty  four  houres  and  give  up  ane  accompt  of  quhat 
houssis  they  have  sett  this  terme,  ilk  ane  of  them  are  to  be  lyable  in  tuenty 
pounds  Scots  ;    as  also  the  saids  magistrats  and  counsell  doe  discharge  any 
of  the  burgessis  and  inhabitants  of  this  burgh  to  resett  any  servants  above 
tuenty  four  hours  that  wants  testimonialls,  under  the  paine  of  fyve  merks. 

14  June,  1689. 
Ther  being  information  gevin  to  the  counsell  that  the  tennents  of  Nather  Winkston 
Kidstoun  have  abused  Winkstoun  common  greatly,  by  casting  of  fewall,  faill,  ^°"^'^°"- 
and  deviot,  quhich  they  wer  never  in  use  of  formerly,  the  counsell  ordeans 
Alexander  Law  and  Adam  Robiesone  to  goe  to  the  said  common  and  tak 
inspection  if  it  be  as  it  is  represented ;   and  incaice  it  be,  the  counsell  ordeans 
the  baillies  to  goe  with  the  toun  horsses  and  lead  them  or  cut  them  as  sail  be 
thought  convenient. 

25  June,  1689. 
The  baillies  and  counsell  of  this  burgh,  considering  the  frequent  abuses  Sabbath 
committed  upon  the  Lords  day  by  severall  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  burgh.  Profanation. 
in  goeing  abroad  and  straying,  both  in  the  tyme  of  divyne  service  and  after, 
and  their  sitting  in  companyes  beneath  stairs,  and  others  ther  drinking  to 
excess  in  the  afternoon,  and  others  ther  goeing  away  to  peits,  turfs,  and 
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coalles  upon  the  Lords  night,  befor  twelve  aclock,  and  others  ther  laying  out 
cloath  to  the  bleiching — to  the  scandall  of  aU  religione  ;  therfore  the  saids 
magistrats  and  counsell  doe  discharge  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  burgh  to 
commit  any  of  the  saids  faults  in  tyme  coming,  under  the  pain  of  fyve  merks  ; 
as  also,  the  saids  bailhes  and  counsell  do  discharge  any  of  the  merchants  or 
ventiners  of  this  burgh  to  sell  any  wairs  or  drink  upon  the  Lords  day,  under 
the  same  penalty,  except  in  cases  of  necessity. 

9  September,  1689. 

The  counsell  did  acquaint  Mr.  Hendrie  Hay  to  provyd  for  himself  againe 
Hallowmes  nixt,  in  regard  they  resolved  to  provyd  for  themselves  for  the 
schooll  againe  that  tyme. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell  have  unanimously  aggried  to  cause  summond 
the  parson  and  Mr.  Hendrie  Hay  befor  the  privy  counsell  for  not  reading  the 
proclamation,  and  praying  for  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  according  to 
the  act  of  the  melting  of  the  estaits,  and  appoints  the  proveist,  bailHe  Tueiddy, 
and  Robert  Forrester,  dean  of  gild,  to  go  to  Edinburgh  this  day  eight  dayes 
and  wait  upon  it. 

The  counsell  allowes  the  magistrats  to  fyne  ilk  ane  of  those  that  wer 
wairned  to  goe  along  with  CoUonell  Langstouns  regiment  their  baggadge,  ilk 
ane  in  fourty  shilling  Scots,  and  declares  that  whoever  in  tyme  comeing  flies 
or  refuissis  to  goe  with  baggadge,  being  laufully  wairned,  sail  be  lyable  for 
two  shilling  Scots  for  each  myle ;  and  alloues  the  magistrats  in  tyme  comeing 
to  break  able  persones  in  soumes  of  money  for  baggadge  horsses  ilk  tyme, 
according  to  their  ability,  and  to  exact  the  samen  for  payment  of  those  poor 
people  that  beis  forced. 

25  September,  1689. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  of  Peebles  does  heirby  strictly  discharge  any 
persones  within  this  burgh  to  vent  any  brandie  or  strong  waters  within  the 
same  after  this  day,  except  they  come  to  the  clerk  and  inroU  their  names  as 
ventiners  of  brandie  or  strong  waters,  under  the  paine  of  ten  pounds  Scots 
money  for  ilk  fault. 

5  October,  1689. 
The   counsell,    considdering   that   William    Scott   [and   seventeen  others'] 
being  laufully  warned  to  have  thair  horsses  in  readynes  for  carying  away  the 
1  All  men  except  one  named  Margaret  Lawder. 
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baggadge  belonging  to  my  lord  Colchesters  regiment,  and  Hieing  with  thair 
horses  or  refuising,  have  therfor,  conform  to  the  former  act  of  counsell,  fyned 
ilk  ane  of  them  in  fourty  shiUing  Scots,  and  ordeans  them  to  be  imprisoned 
thairfor  quhill  payment  be  made,  that  those  who  are  forced  to  goe  may  be 
honestly  satisfyed  out  of  these  fynes. 


13  November,  1689. 

The  counsell  does,  by  the  plurality  of  voices,  desyre  the  proveist  to  apply  Anent  trial 

of  a  schi 
master. 


to  Mr.  Frithie  to  desyre  Mr.  Robert  Eliot,  Mr.  WiUiam  RussaU,  Mr.  James  °^  "^  ^''^''^^" 


Thomsone,  and  Mr.  Robert  Livingstone  to  come  to  Peebles  againe  Frayday 
come  eight  dayes,  to  tak  tryall  of  the  qualificationes  and  litterature  of  Mr. 
Robert  Stoddart  and  Mr.  John  M'Millan  for  teaching  the  grammar  schooU  of 
Peebles,  quhich  is  now  vaccant,  and  declaires  they  will  prefer  the  best  quali- 
fied, without  feid  or  favor. 

25  November,  1689. 
The  counsell  [haveing  considered  the  report  of  Mr.   Robert  Eliot  and  School- 
Mr.  William  Russell     .     .     .     that  they  think  the  said  Mr.  John  M'Millan  ™^^*''^- 
fittest  for  the  said  place,  elect  him]  to  be  schoolmaister  for  half  a  yeir  till 
Beltane  nixt.' 

16  December,  1689. 
The   counsell   have    nominat   Thomas    Dods   ane    of   the    toun    officers,  officer, 
provyding  alwayes  he  goe  honestly  in  his  cloathes,  and  behave  himself  duty- 
fuUy,  utherwayes  to  be  depr3rved  for  the  first  fault. 

19  February,  1690. 
The   counsell   ordeans   the   thesaurer   to   buy   and   caus   mak   for   John  Anent  John 
Crawfurd  two  shirts  and  two  gravats.  Crawfurd. 

26  February,  1690. 
The  proveist,   baiUies  and  counsell,  considdering  the  manifold  business  Proveist  and 
depending  befor  the  court  quhairin   ther  is  great  intricassie,   have  therfor     ^^^g^^J^ 
nominat  and  appointed  John  Muir,  proveist,  and  John  Tueiddy,  thesaurer,  Edinburgh. 

1  The  modified  stipend  for  the  half-year  plenishing   of   the  schoolmasters  house'   is 

was  £73  6s.  8d.,  and  the  act  of  admission  inteir,    as    it   is   marked    at    Mr.    Hendrie 

is  similar  to  previous  acts  (antea  pp.  30-32,  Hayes  admission." 
122);    with    this    appended    note:     "The 
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Proveist  and 
others 
goeing  to 
Edinburgh. 


Antjut  John 

Jonkisonc, 

thesaurcr. 


Anent 

Alexander 

Wilhamsone 

and 

Alexander 

Horsburgh. 

(C) 


to  goe  to  Edinburgh  the  nixt  week,  to  advyse  with  lawers  quhats  fitt  for  them 
to  doe  thairin,  according  to  law. 

3  March,  1690. 

The  counsel!,  considdering  that  there  is  a  proces  raisit  befor  ther  Majesties 
privy  counsel],  att  the  magistratts  instance,  against  severall  persones  that  wer 
guilty  of  a  tumult  within  the  burgh  upon  the  sexteine  February  last,  and  for 
severall  uther  disorders,  they  doe  commissionat  John  Muir,  proveist,  and  John 
Tueiddy,  ane  of  the  baillies,  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  and  joyn  with  John  Tueiddy, 
thesaurer,  and  insist  in  the  said  persuit,  according  to  the  lybell. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell  fynes  John  Jonkisone,  burges  of  Peebles,  in 
the  soume  of  tuenty  pounds  Scots  money  for  scandalizeing  Mr.  John  and  Mr. 
Hendrie  Hayes,  James  Porteous,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Horsbrugh,  in  saying 
that  they  drank  King  James  his  health,  and  threatened  him  to  drink  it,  and 
ordeans  him  to  ly  in  prison  till  he  pay  the  first  fyne  or  find  cautioun  to  mak 
the  samen  appear.  This  fyne  wes  ane  hundreth  pounds,  bot  wes  mitigat  to 
tuenty  pounds. 

18  March,  1690. 

Alexander  Williamsone,  messenger,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Horsbrugh,  being 
accused  for  saying  in  a  public  court  that  ther  wes  no  act  against  drinking  of 
King  James  his  health,  they  againe  in  open  court  owned  that  ther  wes  no 
speciall  act  against  it ;  albeit  ther  wes  ane  act  not  to  oun  him  as  king,  but 
they  declaired  that  albeit  they  said  so,  they  did  not  oun  the  drinking  thairof. 


24  March,  1690. 
Anent  John  The  lords  of  his  Majesties  privy  counsell  having  by  their  act  [dated  14th 

Akxa^d^r"^  March,  1690,  found  a]  lybell  proven  against  John  Go  van  and  Alexander 
Williamsone.  WiUiamsone  .  .  .  they  doe  therby  decern  and  ordean  them  to  enter 
themselves  prisoners  in  the  common  prison  of  Peebles  apon  a  counsell  day, 
and  from  thence  to  goe  to  the  counsell  house,  and  ther,  in  presence  of  the 
counsell  then  conveened,  to  crave  the  magistrats  pardon  for  thair  rudeness 
in  disturbing  the  worship  of  God,  and  for  the  indiscreit  langwadge  gevin  by 
them  in  doeing  thairof ;  and  accordingly  haveing  entered  themselves  in 
prison  conform  thairto,  they,  the  saids  John  Govan  and  Alexander  Wilham- 
sone, did  compeir  in  presence  of  the  counsell  conveened,  did  crave  the 
magistrats  pardon  for  thair  rudnes  in  disturbing  the  worship  of  God,  and  for 
thair  indiscreit  languadge  givin  by  them  in  doeing  thairof. 
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25  April,  1690. 
John  Tod  being  accused  for  saying  to  Thomas  Smyth,  flesher,  quhen  heAnent  John 
asked  him  if  he  would  goe  to  the  commons,  that  he  would  not  goe  in  spight 
of  all  the  presbiterian  magistrats  of  Peebles  ;  and  he  haveing  denyed  the 
samen,  it  wes  proven  be  John  Guthrie,  John  Craik,  and  James  Robiesone, 
that  he  said  he  would  not  goe  for  all  the  prisbiterians  of  Peebles  ;  and 
Thomas  Smyth  being  examined  lykwayes  thairanent,  he  deponed  that  John 
Tod  said  to  him  :  Should  he  goe  about  the  commons  quhen  the  proveist 
came  fra  Edinburgh  on  his  foot,  carrying  his  cloak. 

19  May,  1690. 
The  baillies  and  counsell,  considdering  the  great  prejudice  done  in  that  Anent  the 
rod  leading  upthrough  the   Kirkland   to   Jedderfeild,  through  persones  therj-Q^^^ 
dryving  horsses  up  and  doun  the  said  rod  ;    therfor  the  saids  baillies  and 
counsell  does  discharge  any  to  cary  horsses  up  and  doun  that  rod,  except 
they  lead  them,  under  the  paine  of  fourty  shillings. 

25  July,  1690. 
The  magistrats,  being  solicit  be  Mr.  Rorie  M'Kenzie  of  Prestounhall  for  Anent 
a  raik  of  the  toun  horsses  with  sclaits  fra  Stobo  to  Prestounhall,  and  con- ^""jl^  °""T 
siddering  that  Prestounhall  may  be  usefull  to  the  toun  heirafter,  therfor  the 
saids  magistrats  and  counsell  doe  ordean  the  haill  inhabitants  of  this  burgh 
who  have  horsses  aither  to  goe  with  the  said  raik  of  sclaits,  aither  upon 
Munday  nixt  or  Munday  come  a  fortnight,  under  the  paine  of  fyve  merks 
for  ilk  ane  that  contraveens. 

13  October,  1690. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  nominats  Patrick  Brotherstaines,  baillie,  to  Commis- 
goe   to   Edinburgh   and   assist   Mr.    William   Veitch   befor   the   counsell   for  ^'"j^g^^^j  ° 
recovery  of  the  keys  of  the  manse,  and  to  attend  the  generall  assembly  in  assembly, 
name  of  the  toun,  and  doe  everything  that  is  proper  for  him,  as  commissioner 
from  the  toun,  sickly k  and  als  freely  in  all  respects  as  any  other  commissioner 
from  any  burgh  does  or  may  lawfully  doe,  according  to  law. 

9  March,  1691. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considdering  the  great  hazard  that  thair  is  Anent  the 

£3.8^  Port 
in_that  old  rotten  volt  of  the  East  Port  standing,  quhich  is  sua  rotten  that 
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Anent  the 
teynds. 


Patrick 
Brother- 
stanes, 
commis- 
sioner. 


Thomas 
Caitcheon. 

(C) 


Alexander 
Williamsone, 

(C) 


considerable  pairt  thairof  does  fall,  and  people,  both  young  and  old,  are  in 
great  hazard  thairof,  thair  haveing  a  considerable  pairt  thairof  fallen  the  last 
day  ;  therfore  they  doe  ordaine  the  thesaurer  to  aggrie  with  a  workman  for 
taking  the  samen  doun,  and  ordeans  him  to  cause  lay  the  stones  within  the 
old  volt,  or  be  imployed  for  the  tolbuith  stair. 

17  August,  1691. 
Nominats  Patrick  Brotherstaines,  baillie,  and  John  Tueidey,  thesaurer,  to 
goe  to  Edinburgh  and  supplicat  the  lords  of  thair  Majesties  privie  counsell 
to  appoint  some  fitt  persones  for  drawing  of  the  teynd  sheaves  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  toun,  that  the  cornes  of  the  poor  inhabitants  thairof  perish  not 
through  lying  unteynded  upon  the  accompt  of  two  inhibitiones  used  against 
them  therfor — one  att  Lord  William  Douglas  his  instance,  and  the  other  att 
Mr.  William  Veitches  instance. 

28  September,  1691. 

Anent  the  supplicatione  given  in  [by  Patrick  Brotherstanes,  commissioner 
to  the  general  assembly,  shewing  that  he]  wes  put  to  tuenty-eight  dayes 
attendance,  and  four  jurneyes  of  his  horse  out  and  in  to  Edinburgh,  quhair- 
through  he  wes  at  great  charges  and  expenses  .  .  .  allow  him  two  merks 
each  day,  and  declaires  that  this  shall  be  their  allowance  to  such  commissioners 
in  tyme  coming. 

7  October,  1691. 

Thomas  Caitcheon,  being  accused  for  breaking  of  prisone,  and  tharafter 
when  he  wes  commanded  to  it  agane  be  baillie  Tueiddy,  he  refused  to  goe  to 
it,  and  he  goeing  near  to  command  him  out  of  his  house  to  prison  againe,  he 
fell  upon  him  and  laid  violent  hands  on  him,  and  strook  him,  and  committed 
great  abuses  in  swearing  and  blaspheming  ;  he  confest  that  he  being  drunk 
knew  not  what  he  did,  bot  referred  himself  in  the  magistrats  and  counsells  will. 

Alexander  Wilhamsone,  messenger,  being  accused,  in  the  first  for  offering 
to  draw  a  stack  belonging  to  Mr.  Alexander  Horsbrugh,  contrair  to  bailHe 
Brotherstaines  his  commands,  for  quhich  being  putt  in  prison  by  the 
magistrats,  he  confest  that  he  broke  the  lock  of  the  prison  door  and  came 
out  without  any  liberty,  and  haveing  returned  againe  to  prison  and  continowed 
thairin  till  night,  he  confest  againe  that  finding  the  door  open  he  came  out, 
and  being  publict  in  face  of  court,  declaired  that  he  alloued  it,  but  therafter 
comes  in  will. 
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The  magistrals  and  counsell,  haveing  considered  the  fault  done  be  Sentence. 
Thomas  Caitcheon,  they  find  that  therby  the  said  Thomas  Caitcheon  for  his^^ 
not  obeying  the  magistrats,  and  laying  violence  on  the  baillie,  hes  fourfault 
his  burgess-ship,  and  therfor  ordeans  the  clerk  to  extract  it  and  delyver  it  to 
the  officer  to  be  ryved  att  the  cros  by  tuik  of  drum,  and  ordeans  the  clerk 
to  draw  up  the  causses  wherfor  it  is  done,  and  to  ly  in  prison  dureing  the 
magistrats  pleassour. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  haveing  considdered  the  fault  done  be 
Alexander  Williamsone,  they  fyne  him  therfor  in  ten  pounds  Scots  money, 
and  ordeans  him  to  ly  in  prison  quhill  it  be  payed,  and  longer  during  the 
magistrats  pleassour. 

26  October,  1691. 

The  counsell  nominats  Robert  Forrester,  baillie,  to  goe  to  Lyntoun  upon  Anent  the 
Thursday   nixt,    to   attend   the   presbitrie,    and   represent   to   them   that   Mr.  ^^hooll. 
Hendrie  Hay  hes  taken  up  a  privat  schooU  att  the  Cross-kirk,  in  a  litle  house 
thair,  and  to  tak  thair  advyse  what  is  fitt  to  be  done  thairanent  in  suppressing 
thairof  for  preventing  the  ruine  of  the  publict  schooll. 

7  December,  1691. 
.The  magistrats  and  counsell  nominats  Alexander  Leadbutter  [and  nine  Anent 

others]  to  conveen  and  considder  what  method  is  fittest  for  furnishine  of!?^^^^'^^^ 
-■  o         horsses. 

baggadge  horse  to  any  transient  troops  that  goes  through  this  toun,  and  to 
report  to  the  counsell. 

14  December,  1691. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  haveing  considered  a  supplication  given  in  Anent 
to  them  be  John  Govan,  late  proveist,  craveing  to  be  remitted  of  two  fynes  P'"°^"^* 
imposed  on  him,  one  for  a  ryot  on  James  Robiesone  and  another  upon  John  f3mes. 
Lowes,  together  with  his  penitency  thairin  exprest,  they  therfor  doe  freely 
forgive  him  the  saids  two  fynes,  and  discharges  the  thesaurer  to  trouble  him 
thairfor  in  tyme  comeing. 

Nominats   provest   Mure    [and    others]    to  goe  to    Sheilgrein  wood  this  Anent  the 
afternoon  and  cary  with  them  William  Rankein  and  visit  the  Sheilgrein  wood  wood  "^^^^ 
quhat  caice  it  is  in  and  sie  if  ther  be  any  therof  cutted  that  hes  not  been 
ordered  to  be  cutt  for  the  tounes  use,  and  to  report  quhat  condition  it  is  in 
that  if  it  be  cutt  by  any  persones  without   order  they  may  be   brought   to 
condigne  punishmint  therfor. 
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21  December,  1691. 
Anent  the  jhe  persons  above  named   reported  to  the  counsell   that  the  Sheilgi-ein 

wood.  wood  wes  greatly  abused  through  cutting  and  therfor  the  counsell  ordinis  the 

haill    neighbours   round   about   to   be    summond    ]:)efor   the    sheriff   for   the 

samen. 

13  January,   1692. 

nroveist  ^^^   magistrats   and   counsell   nominats   and   appoints   John   Mure,   late 

Mure  and  a  proveist  of  Peebles,  and  Archbald  Sheill,  l:)aillie  ther,  to  goe  to  Edinburgh 
and  attend  the  general  assembly,  and  to  act  in  thair  name  for  making 
effectuall  the  call  givin  be  them  and  the  rest  of  the  heritors  of  the  parish  of 
Peebles,  to  Mr.  William  Veitch  to  be  minister  of  Peebles,  and  to  doe  every- 
thing requisit  and  necessar  thairanent,  sicklyk  and  in  the  samen  manner  as 
they  themselves  might  doe  if  they  wer  all  personally  present. 


baillie 
goeing  to 
Edinburgh 


Anent  the 
highway  to 
Gilsburn. 


Act  and 
caution  for 
the  herds  of 
Caidmure. 
(C) 


18  April,  1692. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  considdering  the  great  incroachments  made 
upon  the  highway  betuixt  Thomas  Patersones  housend  and  Gillisburn,  and 
the  great  skaith  that  happened  therby  the  last  yeir,  they,  in  regaird  therof, 
declare  that  they  are  resolved  to  goe  upon  Wednesday  nixt  and  clear  the 
breadth  of  the  said  highway,  according  to  the  act  of  parliament,  and  sett  doun 
thrie  pitt  stones  att  every  such  place  as  they  think  fitt,  one  in  the  midle  of 
the  way,  and  one  upon  each  syd,  that  in  tyme  comeing  it  may  be  known  who 
maks  incroachments  thairupon,  and  may  be  accordingly  punished  for  ther 
faults. 

11  May,  1692. 
In  presence  of  the  proveist  and  baillies,  compeared  Thomas  Wallace, 
burges  of  Peebles,  and  enacts  himselfe  as  cautioner  for  Robert  Richardsone, 
present  herd  in  Bellsbrae,  agreed  with  by  the  saids  magistrats  to  be  one  of 
the  herds  of  Caidmure  ;  and  William  Phillip,  burges  ther,  enacts  himselfe 
as  cautioner  for  William  Smith,  in  Whamhouse,  whom  the  saids  magistrats 
have  agreed  with  to  be  the  other  of  the  saids  common  herds,  that  the  saids 
herds  shall  keep  and  herd  the  goods,  keep  the  feild,  and  not  take  in  any 
soumes  from  the  burgesses,  and  not  ryve  out  any  lea  or  build  any  folds,  and 
that  they  shall  fullfill  the  haill  remanent  heads  following — viz.,  shall  make 
compt  and  reckoning  of  the  haill  goods  committed  to  ther  charge  to  the 
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owners  therof,  conforme  to  the  use  of  herding,  keep  the  haill  corns  growing 
upon  the  saids  lands,  and  what  corns  they  themselves  shall  have  growing 
theron  shall  grind  the  samen  at  Peebles  milnes  and  pay  the  ordinary  duety 
therfor.  They  shall  not  keep,  pasture  nor  herd  ther  oun  nor  any  other  mens 
goods  apairt  by  themselves,  but  loan,  lair  and  pasture  the  samen  with  the 
touns  goods.  They  shall  not  refuise  to  pasture  goods  to  any  having  right 
to  pasture  theron.  They  shall  keep  ane  sett  day  for  shedding,  spaning,  and 
clipping.  They  shall  not  cast  nor  suffer  to  cast  fewall,  faill  nor  deviot  theron 
without  consent  of  the  saids  magistrats.  They  shall,  either  of  them,  keep  ane 
servant  for  helping  them  to  keep  the  feild  and  herd  the  goods.  They  shall 
herd  so  many  of  the  touns,  ther  tennents,  and  ther  oun  goods  upon  the  touns 
comonity,  as  they  shall  be  directed  by  the  councill.  They  shall  suffer  no 
uncouth  goods  to  pasture  ther,  or  any  to  pasture,  shed,  or  trouble  goods 
without  acquainting  the  magistrats  :  And  that  for  twenty-four  soums  grass 
yearlie  betwixt  them,  quhairof  six  kyne  and  the  rest  halfe  milk,  halfe  yeeld 
sheep ;  and  also  two  horses  grass,  and  ten  bolls  oats  and  bear  sawing,  and 
ane  boll  of  meall  in  the  summer  tyme.  And  the  saids  cautioners  obleidges 
them  that  none  of  the  saids  herds  shall  saw  the  saids  corns  quhill  first  they 
get  a  quartermaster  to  met  and  saw  them,  and  that  they  shall  either  of  them 
set  of  the  ground  for  sawing  of  the  saids  corns  together  in  one  place.  And 
incaice  they  teill  any  more  then  the  saids  ten  bolls  oats  and  bear  sawing, 
they  obleidge  them  to  pay  to  the  thesaurer  of  the  said  brugh  eight  merkis 
for  ilk  boll  therof,  and  shall  pay  to  the  thesaurer  of  the  said  brugh  present  or 
to  come,  at  the  terme  of  Martimes  nixt,  the  soume  of  twenty  pounds  Scots 
money.  As  also  the  said  Thomas  Wallace  obleidges  him  that  the  said  Robert 
Richardsone  shall  cast  no  elding  upon  the  meadow  besyde  the  Wester-house, 
but  that  the  hay  on  that  syde  Bellsbrae  shall  be  applyed  for  keeping  the 
touns  common  bull.  And  the  said  William  PhiUip  obleidges  him  that  the 
said  William  Smith  shall  not  cast  nor  keep  severall  the  boig  foragainst 
Wham  house.  And  that  none  of  them  shall  pasture  ther  horses  or 
nolt  betwixt  the  ridges  of  the  touns  corns  on  Caidmure.  And  they  and  ther 
saids  cautioners  obleidge  them,  ther  aires  and  executors,  to  performe  the  haill 
above  writtine  artickles 

20  May,  1692. 
The  magistrats  declaires   that   incaice   ther  be  any  visible  loss  of   the  The  rouping 
customes  through  warr  or  uther  publict  calamity  that  they  will  consider  any  cLtomes 

(C) 
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Anent 
Margaret 
Craigs 
witnesses. 


Act  anent 
the  school!. 


Act  anent 
the  schooll. 


persones  caice  that  takes  the  customes  and  give  ane  reasonable  abatement 
conform  to  the  loss  as  the  counsel!  sail  sie  cause.  [After  competition  the 
customes  were]  assigned  to  James  Sheill  for  six  hundred  and  ten  merks  from 
the  tuenty  sevint  day  of  May  instant  to  the  27  May,  1693. 

27  May,  1692. 
Patrick  Brotherstaines,  proveist ;  John  Tueiddy,  late  baillie  ;  and  Williame 
WiUiamsone,  clerk,  produced  to  the  counsell  a  summonds  givin  to  them 
for  appearing  as  witnesses  against  Margaret  Craig,  who  murdered  her 
chyld  about  thrie  yeirs  since  ;  and  the  saids  persones  made  it  appear  that 
they  wer  nowayes  concerned  in  that  matter  except  taking  the  womans  con- 
fession as  magistrats  and  clerk,  and  therfor  craved  that  since  all  they  did 
wes  in  a  publict  capacity,  the  toun  wald  allow  thair  charges.  Which  being 
considered  be  the  counsell,  they  allow  the  said  proveist,  baillie,  and  clerk,  or 
such  of  them  as  appears  as  witnesses  in  the  said  matter,  ilk  ane  tuenty  shilling 
each  day,  and  two  merks  for  ther  horse  hyre  ;  and  in  regaird  the  day  of 
appearance  is  Munday,  the  counsell  allowes  them  to  goe  in  on  Saturnday. 

17  October,  1692. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  of  Peebles,  considdering  the  great  division 
aryseing  not  only  among  the  children  of  this  burgh,  bot  also  among  ther 
parents,  through  the  haill  children  of  the  inhabitants  not  being  putt  to  the 
publict  schooll  bot  to  other  privat  schoolls  about,  therfor  the  saids  magistrats 
and  counsell  doe  heirby  ordean  the  haill  inhabitants  of  this  burgh  to  putt  ther 
children  to  the  publict  schooll  within  the  burgh  within  ane  moneth  after  the 
dait  heirof,  and  that  under  the  paine  of  ten  pounds  Scots  money,  to  be  payed 
be  each  partie  contraveener,  toties  quoties. 

9  January,  1693. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  haveing  this  day  conveened  before  them 
John  Govan,  late  proveist  of  Peebles  ;  James  Greive,  late  baillie  thair ;  and 
George  Broune,  caryer  thair,  and  inquyred  att  them  whither  or  not  they  had 
obeyed  the  act  of  counsell,  daitit  the  sevintein  day  of  October  last,  quhich 
wes  publictly  intimat  be  tuck  of  drum,  in  putting  ther  children  to  the  publict 
schooll,  they  ansuered  that  they  had  ther  children  att  ane  other  schooll,  fra 
which  they  would  not  bring  them  except  ther  wer  a  settled  qualified  school- 
master, quhich  Mr.  M'Millan  wes  not,  being  a  preacher  and  about  to  get  a 
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kirk  ;  to  quhich  it  wes  ansuered  by  the  proveist  that  Mr.  M'Millan  being 
found  qualified  by  the  presbitery,  and  having  na  other  charge  yet,  they  ought 
to  put  ther  children  to  him,  quhich  they  refused  ;  and  therfor  the  magistrats 
and  counsell  fynes  ilk  ane  of  them  in  ten  pounds  Scots  money,  and  ordaines 
them  to  ly  in  prison  quhill  it  be  payed. 


11  January,  1693. 

Katherein    Scott,    servitrix    to    John    Lowes,    notter    in    Peebles,    being  Anent 

•e 
(C) 


accused  for  saying  that  no  body  would  keep  the  persones  in  prison  that  wer  ^^^ij^'^*'^" 


thair  for  not  putting  ther  children  to  the  scooll  bot  mensworne  rascalls,  she 
denyed  the  samen,  and  the  procurator-fiscall  hes  undertaken  to  prove  the 
samen  ;  and  for  proveing  thairof,  haveing  adduced  the  witnesses  following, 
they  deponed  as  follows — viz.,  John  Dewar,  being  solemnly  sworne  and 
interrogat,  depones  that  they  haveing  been  speaking  anent  the  men  in  prison, 
he  heard  Katharein  Scott  say  that  none  would  keep  them  in  bot  mensworne 
rascalls,  and  this  is  the  treuth  as  he  sail  ansuer  to  God. 

23  January,  1693. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  nominats  Archbald  Sheill,  baillie,  to  goe  to  Anent  the 
Edinburgh  and  consult  the  aifair  anent  the  schooU,  and  to  doe  every  thing  ^^        ' 
necessar  for  discussing  the  suspensioun  raisit  be  proveist  Govan  and  others  of 
the  acts  of  counsell  made  be  the  magistrats  and  counsell  anent  the  publict 
schooll. 

13  February,  1693. 

The  proveist  reported  to  the  counsell  that  Mr.  John  M'Millan,  school-  Anent  the 
master,  had  intimatt  to  him  his  resolution  of  quyting  the  schooll  againe  the  ^*^^^°°'^' 
first  of  May. 

28  April,  1693. 

Mr.  John  Williamsone,  a  persone  tryed  by  the  presbitery  of  Peebles  att  Mr.  John 
the  magistrats  desyre,  and  found  by  them  sufficiently  quaUfied  for  teaching  school-  ^°°^' 
of  any  grammar  schooll,  and  for  that  effect  recomended  to  the  said  magistrats,  master, 
being  admitted  and  received  schoolmaster  of  the  schooll  of  Peebles,  from  [first 
May  next  to  first  May  1694,  for  £146  13s.  4d.  of  "  modified  stipend,"  with 
chamber,  peats  and  coals,  as  mentioned  on  p.   122]  ;  and  that  for  all  other 
duetie  and  casualitie  to  be  payed  by  the  proveist,  baillies  and  councill  of  the 
said  burgh  for  all  the  children  belonging  to  burgesses  and  inhabitants  therin, 
and  for  the  landward  children  leaves  it  to  the  benevolence  of  ther  parents,  as 
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Six  pounds 
to  Hcndrie 
Shanks. 

Anent 
Chappellhill. 


Act  of 
councill 
against  the 
profanationc 
of  the  Lords 
day. 


they  and  he  can  agree,  he  not  exacting  more  of  them  as  thretine  shilling  four 
pennies  except  it  be  from  good  will.  [Injunctions  similar  to  those  in  previous 
acts  of  admission.  Hours  from  six  to  nine  in  the  morning  and  then  dismissing 
the  scholars  "  for  their  breakfast,"  conveening  again  at  ten  and  dismissing 
at  twelve  "  for  dinner,"  reassembling  at  half -past  one  and  continuing  till  six. 
Play  hours  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  three  o'clock  betwixt  1st  November 
and  1st  March,  and  from  four  o'clock  for  the  rest  of  the  year  ;  on  Saturdays 
all  the  afternoon.] 

28  June,   1693. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell  ordaines  the  thesaurer  to  give  to  Hendrie 
Shanks,  late  baillie  of  Kinghorne,  who  had  his  house  burnt  by  ane  accidental 
fyre,  the  soume  of  sex  pounds  Scots  money. 

This  day,  in  presence  of  the  magistrats  and  counsell,  comi:)eired  Alexander 
Monteith  of  Chappellhill,  and  in  regaird  he  j:)retends  no  priviledge  to  Wink- 
stoun  common,  he  craved  that  the  saids  magistrats  and  counsell  might  give 
him  liberty  to  cast  two  thousand  deviots  and  some  turffs  upon  the  said 
common  this  yeir,  quhich  the  magistrats  and  counsell  have  granted,  and  the  said 
Alexander  Monteith  hes  in  testimony  of  his  demand  subscribit  this  present  act. 
(Signed)    Ar.  Monteith. 

18  September,   1693. 

The  lord  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  of  this  burgh  being  conveened  in 
councill,  considering  that  the  profanatione  of  the  Lords  day,  excessive 
drinking  and  drunkennes,  profane  swearing  and  curseing,  and  other  im- 
moralities, are  discharged  be  severall  acts  of  parliament,  under  certain 
penalties  thairin  conteaned,  and  particularly  that  by  the  3d  act  of  the  6 
parliament,  K.  J  a.  the  6th,  it  is  statute  and  ordeaned  that  thair  be  no 
mercats  holden  nor  handi  labouring  or  working  used  on  Sabath  day,  or 
passing  to  alehouses  or  taverns,  or  selling  of  meat  or  drink,  or  wilfull  remain- 
ing from  thair  parroch  church  in  tyme  of  sermon,  under  the  respective 
penalties  conteaned  in  the  said  act ;  which  act  is  ratified  by  the  first  act, 
13  parliament,  and  by  the  6  act,  14  parhament,  of  the  said  K.  James  ;  as 
also  particularly  mentionat  in  the  18  act  of  the  first  sessione  of  the  first 
parliament  K.  Charles  the  2d.,  quhairby  all  former  acts  made  for  observa- 
tione  of  the  Sabath  day  are  ratified,  and  all  keeping  of  mercate  or  useing  any 
sort  of  merchandize  on  the  said  day,  and  all  other  profanatione  thairof  is 
expressly  discharged,  under  the  penaltie  of  ten  pounds  Scots  at  leist  ;  and 
if  the  pairtie  offender  be  not  able  to   pay  the  penaltie  forsaid,  then  to  be 
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examplarly  punished  in  his  body  according  to  the  merite  of  his  fault ;  lykeas 
by  the  act  Ja.  6,  pari.  22,  cap.  20,  it  is  statute  that  persons  convict  of 
drunkennes  and  haunting  of  taverns  and  alehouses  after  ten  of  the  cloak  at 
night,  or  any  time  of  the  day  except  the  time  of  travell  or  for  refreshment, 
pay  for  the  first  fault  three  pounds  Scots,  or  be  put  in  jogs  or  goall  six  hours ; 
for  the  second,  fyve  pounds,  or  be  put  in  jogs  or  goall  twelve  hours  ;  and  for 
the  third,  ten  pounds,  and  be  put  in  stocks  or  goall  twentie-four  hours  ;  and 
if  they  therafter  transgress,  to  be  put  in  goall  till  they  find  cautione  for 
thair  better  behaviour;  and  that  by  Ch.  2,  pari,  first,  sess.  1,  cap.  19,  all 
former  acts  against  drunkenes  are  ratified,  and  it  is  farder  statute  that 
who  drank  to  excess  shall  pay,  the  nobleman  tuenty  pounds  ;  the  barron, 
tuenty  merkes  ;  the  gentleman,  heretor  or  burges,  ten  merks  ;  the  yeaman, 
fourty  shilHng  ;  and  the  servant,  tuentie  shilUng,  toties  quoties ;  and  the 
minister  the  fifth  pairt  of  his  stipend  ;  and  that  these  unable  to  pay  be 
punished  in  thair  persones  ;  both  which  acts  are  again  ratified  Ch.  2d,  par.  2d, 
sess.  3,  cap.  22 ;  lykeas  by  Q.  Mary,  pari.  5,  cap.  16,  profane  swearing  of 
abominable  oaths,  and  detestable  execrations,  is  forbid,  under  the  particular 
paines  thairin  exprest,  which  panes  arysing  graduallie  for  the  repeited  trans- 
gressiones,  doe  at  lenth  end  in  banishment  or  imprisonment  for  year  and  day ; 
which  act  is  by  act  J  a.  6,  pari.  7,  cap.  103,  ratified,  with  ane  augmentatione 
of  the  panis,  and  it  is  farder  statute  that  magistrats  to  burgh  and  landwart 
appoynt  censors  in  publict  mercats  and  fairs,  with  power  to  exact  the  saids 
pains,  and  that  housholders  dilate  offenders  within  thair  house,  under  the 
pain  to  be  esteemed  as  offenders  themselves  ;  and  the  saids  acts  against 
profane  swearing  and  cursing  are  again  ratified,  Ch.  2d,  pari.  1,  sess.  1,  act  19, 
quhairby  it  is  farder  statute  that  who  shall  blasphem,  swear,  or  curse,  shall 
pay,  the  nobleman,  twenty  pounds  ;  the  barron,  twenty  merks  ;  the  gentle- 
man, heritor  or  burgess,  ten  merks  ;  the  yeaman,  fourty  shilling  ;  the  servant, 
twenty  shilling,  toties  quoties  ;  and  the  ministers,  the  fifth  pairt  of  thair  stipend, 
and  the  persones  insolvent  to  be  punished  in  thair  persons  ;  which  acts  are 
of  new  ratified,  Ch.  2d,  pari.  2d,  sess.  3d,  cap.  22  ;  all  which  acts  are  again 
ratified  and  revived  by  the  40  act  of  the  4  sess.  of  this  current  parliament,  and 
ordeaned  to  be  put  to  strict  executione  with  all  dilligence.  Notwithstanding 
of  all  which  acts,  and  the  most  holy  and  express  law  of  God,  the  fundatione 
thairof,  and  the  many  promises  and  threatenings  conteaned  in  His  Word  for  the 
establishing  the  same,  yet  it  is  most  manifest,  and  cannot  be  eneugh  regrated, 
that  the  forsaid  transgressiones  and  excess  doe  every  wher  abound,  to  the 
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dishonour  of  God  and  the  reproach  of  the  Protestant  religion  ;  therfor  the 
said  proveist,  bailUes,  and  counsell  of  this  burgh  doe  heirby  declare  that  they 
will  be  carefull  to  sie  the  forsaid  acts  of  parliament  strictly  observed,  and  the 
pains  thairof  exacted  and  executed,  within  all  their  boundis  and  suburbs 
without  exceptione  ;  and  for  the  better  observance  of  the  forsaid  acts  made 
against  profanatione  of  the  Lords  day,  they  strictly  prohibite  and  discharge 
all  persons  quhatsumever  within  this  burgh  or  suburbs  therof  to  brew  or  to 
work  any  other  handwork  or  labour  on  the  Lords  day,  or  to  be  found  on  streets 
standing  or  walking  idhe,  or  to  goe  in  company  or  vage  to  yeards  or  fields  on 
that  day  at  any  tyme  thairof  ;  and  discharge  all  persons  to  goe  to  alehouses 
or  taverns  for  eating  or  drinking  the  tyme  of  sermon  or  unnecessarly  thair- 
after  at  any  tyme  on  the  Lords  day ;  and  all  keepers  of  taverns  or  alehouses 
to  sell  any  tyme  of  the  said  day  to  the  saids  persons  any  meat  or  drink  to  be 
eaten  or  drunken,  otherwayes  then  above  exprest,  as  also  all  persons  to  bring 
in  water  to  houses  on  that  day  in  greater  quantities  than  single  pynts, 
certifieing  all  such  persons  who  shall  contra vean  thir  presentts,  as  also  all 
parents  or  masters  who  shall  not  restrain  ther  children  or  apprentices  or 
servants,  that  they  shall  be  fyned  in  ten  pounds  Scots  for  every  such  deed 
of  contra ventione  ;  and  if  the  pairtie  offender  be  not  able  to  pay  the  penaltie 
forsaid,  then  he  or  she  shall  be  examplarly  punished  in  his  or  her  body, 
according  to  the  merite  of  the  fault ;  and  appoints  this  act  to  be  published,  that 
none  pretend  ignorance. 

4  October,  1693. 

Act  and  Wee,  Thomas  Paterson,  William  Rankine,  and  William  Scot,  borro  officers 

C3.utiorio  lor 

the  officers,    ^f  Peebles,  forasmuch  as  the  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell  of  the  said  burgh 
(C)  have  admitted  us  conjunctlie  to  be  jaylors  and  keepers  of  thair  prisones,  with 

all  the  priveledges  belonging  thairto,  and  me  the  said  Thomas  Patersone  to 
be  keeper  of  thair  cloak  and  belman  ;  and  me  the  said  William  Rankine  to 
be  thair  drummer,  and  to  the  severall  cellaries  belonging  to  these  trusts  and 
imployments,  from  Michaelmas  last  to  Michaelmas  j'"  vj"  nyntie-four  years, 
upon  our  subscribing  heirof,  and  finding  of  the  cautione  underwryten  :  Therfor 
wit  ye  us  all  as  principalis,  and  Walter  Paterson,  burges  of  Peebles,  as 
cautioner  for  me  the  said  Thomas  Patersone,  conjunctlie  and  severaUie ; 
James  Sheill,  burges  thair,  as  cautioner  conjunctlie  and  severallie  for  me  the 
said  Williame  Rankine  ;  and  William  Scot,  late  baillie  thair,  as  cautioner 
conjunctlie  and  severallie  with  and  for  me  the  said  WiUiam  Scott,  to  be  bound 
and  obleist,  lykeas  wee  and  our  saids  cautioners  conjunctlie  and  severallie  for 
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us,  and  for  each  of  us,  bind  and  obleidge  us,  our  aires  executoures  and 
successors  quhatsumeuir,  to  make  furthcoming  all  prisoners  that  shall  be 
committed  to  our  trust  betuixt  and  Michaelmas  nixt,  alse  well  as  these 
presently  in  our  custodie  (except  such  as  shall  escape  over  walls  or  break 
locks  or  doors)  and  sua  long  after  Michaelmas  nixt  as  it  shall  please  the  saids 
magistrats  and  counsell,  or  thair  successors,  to  continow  us  or  any  of  us  in  ' 
the  said  trust  and  imployment,  and  that  under  the  pain  of  ane  hundred  pounds 
to  be  payed  by  each  of  us  by  and  attour  releiving  the  saids  magistrats  and 
counsell  and  thair  successors  of  all  coast,  skaith,  damnage,  intrest  and 
expenses  that  they  may  hapen  to  sustean  or  incur  by  any  prisoners  escaping 
through  our  neglect.  And  sicklyke  .  .  .  that  I,  the  said  Thomas  Paterson 
shall  duely  and  punctually  attend  and  rule  the  cloak  and  ring  the  steeple  bell 
ilk  morning  at  fyve  hours  in  the  morning,  and  ilk  night  at  eight  at  night, 
under  the  pain  of  halfe  ane  merk  for  ilk  transgression.  And  also  .... 
that  I,  the  said  WiUiam  Rankine  shall  beat  the  drum  through  the  streets  of 
the  toun  every  morning  at  four,  and  evening  at  eight  hours,  under  the  pain 
of  halfe  a  merk  for  ilk  fail3ne.  And  we  .  .  .  heirby  accept  of  the  severall 
pensions  underwrittine  for  our  years  service  in  leu  of  all  that  we  can  seek  of 
the  publict,  seavand  the  casualities  dew  to  us  by  private  parties — viz.,  to  me, 
the  said  Thomas  Patersone,  thretty  pounds  ;  me,  the  said  William  Rankine, 
twenty  pounds  Scots  ;    and  me,  the  said  WilUam  Scot,  twenty  merks.      .    .    . 

11  October,  1693. 
In    presence    of    the    saids    proveist    and    baillies,    compeared    Stephen  Act  of 
Thomson  and  William  Brotherstains  younger,  fleshers,  burgesses  of  Peebles,  and  ^J^"  ^""^  °^ 
enact  themselves  as  cautioners  for  James  Brotherstains,  flesher  thair,  to  whom  mercate. 
the  saids  magistrats  have  set  the  flesh  mercate  of  Peebles  for  the  space  of '  ^ 
thrie  years  after  the  eighten  day  of  October  instant,  that  the  said  James 
Brotherstains  shall  make  paymentt  to  the  thesaurer  of  Peebles,  present  or  to 
come,  of  the  soume  of  eighten  pounds  Scots  money  yearhe,  at  the  end  of  ilk 
ane  of  the  saids  three  years,  with  four  pounds  of  liquidatt  expenses  for  ilk 
years  failyie,  toties  quoties,  the  haill  fleshers  being  obleist  to  kill  all  thair  beasts 
thairin,  and  to  leave  the  dung  therin.     .     .     . 

3  January,  1694. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  having  considdered  a  supplicatioun  givin  in  Anent  the 
to  them  be  Mr.  John  Williamsone,  schoolmaster,  complaining  that  Mr.  Henrie^'^  °°  ' 
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Anent 
servants. 


Anent  the 
assembly. 


Hay  keeps  a  privat  schooU  within  the  burgh  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the 
publict  school!,  they  doe  discharge  the  said  Mr.  Henrie  Hay  to  keep  any  privat 
schooll  within  this  burgh  or  priviledges  thairof  from  this  day  furth,  and  that 
under  the  paine  of  imprisonment  incaice  he  faill,  ay  and  quhill  he  find  caution 
never  to  practise  the  same  in  t5nne  comeing. 

5  February,  1694. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considdering  that  servants  within  this  burgh 
are  very  scarce  through  women  gathering  home  to  themselves  ther  daughters 
and  keeping  them  spining  worset,  wherby  honest  peple  in  the  toun  to  get  thair 
service  done  are  forced  to  hyre  peple  who  cannot  give  any  good  accompt  of 
themselves,  quhairupon  severall  inconveniences  have  followed,  and  the  saids 
magistrats  and  counsell  haveing  resolved  to  remove  out  of  this  burgh  all 
persones  that  cannot  give  ane  good  accompt  of  themselves,  therfor  they 
ordaine  every  person  within  this  burgh,  aither  men  or  women,  that  have 
children,  aither  men  or  women,  capable  of  service,  to  putt  thair  children 
to  honest  mens  service  in  the  toun,  with  certification  to  them  that  failyeis 
that  both  they  and  their  children  shall  be  banished  incaice  they  can  be 
spared,  and  if  they  cannot  be  spared,  that  each  man  or  woman  swa  keeping 
thair  children  shall  pay  for  each  such  chyld  forty  shilling  of  cess  each  terme  ; 
and  the  saids  magistrats  haveing  made  search  through  the  toun,  and  found 
Issobell  Colein,  Jannet  Smyth,  Jean  Andersone,  Issobell  Caddel,  and  Jannet 
Wright,  who  can  give  no  accompt  of  themselves,  they  have  therfor  banished 
the  forsaids  persons  this  burgh  and  libertyes  thairof  for  ever,  certifying  the 
saids  persones  that  if  ever  any  of  them  be  seen  within  this  burgh,  that  they 
shall  be  burnt  on  the  cheek,  and  certifying  ilk  ane  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
burgh  that  if  ever  after  they  resett  any  of  the  forsaid  persones,  or  any  other 
persones  that  have  not  lawfuU  testimonialls,  they  shall  be  lyable  in  ten  pounds 
Scots  money,  toties  quoties. 

2  April,  1694. 

The  counsell  nominats  Robert  Forrester  and  Archbald  Sheill,  baillies  of 
Peebles,  and  James  Brotherstanes,  writer  thair,  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  and 
attend  the  generall  assembly  now  sitting,  to  prosecute  the  call  givin  be  them 
and  the  heritors  and  kirk-session  of  Peebles  to  Mr.  William  Veitch,  minister 
ther,  and  to  doe  everything  requisit  and  necessar  theranent,  siclyk  and  als 
freely  in  all  respects  as  they  might  doe  themselves  if  they  wer  personally 
present. 
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14  May,  1694. 
Robert  Forrester,  baillie,  reported  to  the  counsell  that  he  had  hyred  oneAuent 
Robert  Forrester  in  Peterscruik,  in  the  parish  of  Kirkandros,  in  the  countie  pQj.reg^^.j.^ 
of  Cumberland,  to  serve  in  the  new  levyes  in  place  of  Thomas  Peacock,  who  souldier. 
wes  casten  as  unsufficient,  and  wes  to  pay  him  thrie  pounds  sterUng  of  hyre, 
quhairof  he  had  payed  him  ten  shillings,  and  given  him  a  bond  for  threttie 
pounds  Scots,  payable  again  the  elevint  day  of  June  nixt,  provyding  the  said 
souldier  should  not  be  found  to  be  a  deserter  or  taken  away  for  some  other 
misdemeanors,  which  the  counsell  alloued  of,  and  therfor  ordaines  the  thesaurer 
to  pay  the  money  to  the  baillie  whenever  he  demands  the  samen,  for  geting 
up  his  band  on  the  termes  above  mentioned. 

23  July,  1694. 
The  clerk  produced  in  counsell  ane  state  of  the  said  burgh  thair  affairs,  Anent  the 
the  year  j'"  vj^  sixtie,  and  sensyne,  which  being  publictly  red,  is  ordained  to  \^^^  ° 
be  sent  in  and  produced  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  take  inspection  of 
the  burghs  affaires. 

25  July,  1694. 

John  Stewart,  mason,  being  accused  for  ryot  on  Andrew  Gib,  he  confestRyot.  (C) 
he  threw  ane  capfuU  of  ale  in  his  face  and  shot  him  over  the  furm.  And 
Andrew  Gib,  being  accused  for  ryot  on  John  Stewart,  Andrew  denyed  it, 
and  John  offered  to  prove  the  samen,  and  for  proveing  thairof,  ...  John 
Moffat  depones  that  he  cannot  say  that  Andrew  Gib  strook  [John  Stewart], 
albeit  he  believes  he  would  have  done  it  if  he  had  gotten  liberty,  and  declares 
that  after  Andrew  wes  stroken  he  called  John  Stewart  [by  an  abusive  name  ; 
but  another  witness]  heard  not  Andrew  give  him  ill  language. 

8  October,  1694. 
Ther  being  ane  overture  made  be  Blackbarronie,  in  name  of  his  grace  Mr.  Orrock, 
the  duke  of  Queensberie,  of  Mr.  Orrock,  minister  of  Hawick,  to  be  minister '""^^^*^^" 
heir,   and   desyred   the  magistrats   thair  concurrence   thairanent,   in   quhich 
overture  the  magistrats  wer  desyred  to  inform  themselves  of  his  qualificationes 
and  voice,  sua  that  against  Wedinsday  come  eight  dayes  they  may  be  able 
to  give  ane  accompt  of  him  ;    which  being  considered  be  the  magistrats  and 
counsell,  they  doe  commissionat  Robert  Forrester,  proveist,  and  John  Tueiddy, 
baillie,  with  Mr.  John  Williamsone,  schoolmaster,  to  goe  to  Hawick  betuixt 
and  Sunday  nixt,  and  to  hear  the  said  Mr.  Orrock,  and  to  return  ane  accompt 
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Mr.  Orrock, 
minister. 


Act  anent 

Agnes 

Duncan. 


Minister. 


to  the  counsell  of  his  quahficationes,  voice  and  conversation,  als  far  as  they 
can  inform  themselves. 

16  October,  1694. 

The  proveist  and  baillie  Tueiddy  reported  to  the  counsell  that  they  had 
taken  all  the  information  can  be  anent  Mr.  Orrock,  and  all  aggrie  that  the 
said  Mr.  Orrock  is  a  man  altogether  unfitt  for  the  place,  and  therfor  the 
counsell  doe  commissionat  the  magistrats  to  appear  befor  the  presbiterie  the 
morrow  and  oppose  als  much  as  can  be  the  said  Mr.  Orrock  his  being  brought 
in  to  this  place,  as  being  altogether  unfitt  therfor. 

Agnes  Duncan  being  found  guilty  of  theift  within  this  burgh,  is  therfor 
banished  this  burgh,  and  ordeans  the  officers  to  putt  her  out  by  tuik  of  drum, 
and  declaires  that  if  ever  she  be  seen  within  this  burgh  in  tyme  comeing,  she 
shall  be  burnt  upon  the  cheek  with  the  tounes  arnes,  and  the  resetters  sail  be 
lyable  in  ten  pounds  toties  quoiies,  in  tyme  comeing. 

31  October,  1694. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  of  Peebles,  considdering  that  ther  is  ane 
call  offered  to  the  presbiterie  of  Peebles  be  the  Duke  of  Queensberrie,  and 
some  others  of  the  heritors  of  Peebles,  in  favors  of  Mr.  Alexander  Orrock, 
minister  of  Hawick,  to  be  minister  of  Peebles,  contrair  to  thair  inclinationes, 
the  man  being  altogether  unfitt  for  this  parish,  as  they  are  informed  be 
persons  of  good  reputation,  therfor  the  saids  magistrats  and  counsell  doe 
commissionat  and  appoynt  Robert  Forrester,  present  proveist,  and  John 
Tueiddy,  ane  of  the  present  baillies,  to  repair  to  the  presbiterie  of  Pebles  at 
Kirkurd  upon  the  second  day  of  November  nixt,  and  ther  to  labour  quhat 
they  can  to  hinder  the  said  Mr.  Orrock  to  be  imposed  upon  this  parish ;  and 
incaice  the  presbitrie  offer  to  proceed,  to  appeall  from  them  to  the  commission 
of  the  kirk,  to  quhom  it  wes  recommended  be  the  generall  assembly  to  plant 
the  kirk  of  Peebles  at  the  transportation  of  Mr.  William  Veitch,  or  to  the 
said  generall  assembly,  quhich  of  them  sitts  first,  and  at  sitting  aither  of  the 
commission  of  the  kirk  or  generall  assembly,  to  appear  before  them,  and  to 
doe  quhat  they  can  to  hinder  the  place  from  being  imposed  upon  ;  as  also  to 
consult  some  able  lawer  quhat  the  toun  can  doe  for  obtaining  a  modified 
stipend  to  whoever  sail  be  minister,  suteable  to  the  teynds  of  the  parish,  and 
to  doe  everything  requisit  and  necessary  thairanent,  or  anent  any  other  of 
the  tounes  affaires  quhich  requyr  advyse  to  be  taken  of  a  lawer  ;  and  ordaines 
the  clerk  to  subscryve  this  commissioun  in  name  of  the  counsell. 
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26'November,  1694. 
The  magistrals  and  counsell  discharges  the  thesaurer  to  lend  the  great  Anent  the 
ladder  to  any  person  quhatsumever  without  a  i)and  of  tuelve  shilling  in  worth  ^^^^    ^    ^^' 
or  wair  to  bring  the  ladder  back  to  the  fleshmercat  within  tuenty-four  houres 
after  thair  work  is  ended,  under  the  paine  of  four  shiUings  for  each  tuenty- 
four  houres  it  hes  by  them  after  that. 

12  December,  1694. 
Margaret  Ballentyne,  spouse  to  John  Govan,  late  proveist  of  Peebles,  Ryot.    (C) 
being  accused  for  ryot  on  James  Robiesone,  burges  of  Peebles,  she  denyed 
the  doeing  of  any  thing  to  him  bot  pulling  doun  of  his  bonet  after  he  had 
called  her  a  brazen  faced  loun  ;    and  both  parties  referes  it  to  John  Moffet 
and  a  servant  who  wer  witnesses. 

9  January,  1695. 
The  toun  court  of  Peebles  holden  within  the  tolbuith  therof .    This  court  Death  of 
fenced  in  his  majestic  King  William  his  name,  her  majestie  Queen  Mary  being  ^^'^^'^  ^^^'"^^ 
deceist,  conform  to  a  proclamation  of  counsell. 


18  February,  1695. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell  ordeans  James  Brotherstaines,  thesaurer,  to  Anent  the 

comm 
court. 


goe  to  Edinburgh  and  draw  ane  petition  to  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  privy '^°™""^^^'^ 


counsell,  complaining  upon  Commissar  Burnet  for  taking  away  his  court  from 
Peebles,  quhich  wes  the  ancient  seat  of  the  hail  commissariat,  to  Selkirk,  and 
to  crave  that  he  may  be  ordained  by  himself  or  his  deputs  to  keep  courts  heir 
twyce  each  week,  conform  to  former  custome,  as  also  that  he  and  his  officers 
may  be  discharged  fra  summonding  any  persones  within  this  burgh  or  shyre 
to  any  of  his  courts  to  be  halden  any  wher  bot  att  Peebles  ;  and  after  drawing 
of  the  petition,  to  call  to  Robert  Patersone,  commissar-clerk,  and  tak  his 
concurrence  in  the  affair,  and  to  doe  every  thing  neidfull  thairanent. 

13  March,  1695. 

James  Forman,  servant  to  the  countess  of  Mortoun,   is,   att  my  lord  Burgesses. 
Mortouns  desyr,  creat  burges,  gratis,  and  hes  found  Charles  Patersone,  burges,  ^^^ 
cautioner. 

WiUiam  Robiesone,  sone  to  John  Robiesone,  mylner,  is,  upon  the  accompt 
of  his  fathers  long  and  good  service  to  the  toun,  and  in  regaird  of  his  great 
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loss  this  last  winter,  creat  burges,  gratis,  and  hes  fund  William  Robiesone,  weaver, 
burges,  cautioner.  James  Veitch,  sone  to  umquhill  Alexander  Veitch,  sheriff- 
officer,  is,  upon  the  accompt  of  his  service  done  to  the  toun,  and  in  expectation 
of  his  continuation  thairof,  creat  burges,  gratis,  and  hes  found  WilUam  Veitch, 
cautioner. 

William  Tait,  sone  to  John  Tait,  burges  of  Peebles,  is  creat  burges ; 
composition,  threttie-thrie  shiUing  four  pennies,  and  hes  fund  John  Gibsone, 
merchant,  cautioner. 

22  May,  1695. 

Act  of  In  presence  of  the  saids  proveist  and  baillies,  compeared  John  Neilson, 

cautione  ior  j^jgixhant,  burges  of  Peebles,  and  enacts  himselfe  as  cautioner  for  James  Sheill, 

customes.       burges  thair,  to  whom  the  saids  magistrats  have  set  the  customs  of  the  said 

(^)  burgh  for  ane  year,  to  wit,  from  the  27th  of  May  instant,  at  four  hours  in  the 

afternoon,  to  the  27th  of  May  j'"  vj''  nyntie  six,  at  four  hours  in  the  afternoon, 

[they  paying  800  merks  Scots],  and  that  for  the  said  years  customes  of  the 

said  burgh,  with  the  ladle,  weigh-house  and  pertinents,  which  ladle  is  to  be 

lilled  by  the  ouneris  of  the  meall  themselves,  as  the  samen  is  presently  possest 

by  the  said  James  Sheill. 

24  June,  1695. 

Commis-  Xhe  magistrats  and  counsell,   taking  to  thair  serious  consideration  the 

generall  sad  and  deplorable  caice  of  this  burgh  and  parish  of  Peebles,   through  its 

assembly.       lying  desolat  of  a  minister  this  lang  tyme  l^ygane,  and  therfor  they  do  com- 

missionat  Robert  Forrester,  present  proveist,  to  be  their  commissionar  to  the 

nixt  generall  assembly,  to  be  holden  att  Edinburgh  in  Julii  nixt,  and  earnestly 

des3T'es  him  to  represent  to  the  said  assembly  the  sad  condition  of  the  place, 

and  to  be  instant  with  them  that  the  place  be  provyded  for,  conform  to  their 

ingagment   att  the   transportation   of  Mr.  William  Veitch,  and  ordaines  the 

clerk  to  extend  his  commission  in  communi  forma. 

Anent  geese.  The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considdering  the  great  abuse  done  to  the 

common  grass  through  severall  persones  thair  keeping  of  geese,  quhich  hes 

not  been  usuall  within  this  burgh  bot  of  late,  therfor  the  saids  magistrats 

and  counsell  doe  discharge  any  person  quhatsumever  to  keep  any  geese  upon 

the  commoun  grass  in  tyme  comeing,  and  ordaines  the  quartermasteris  to 

tak  nottice  thairof,  and  punish  the  contraveeners  in  fourty  pennies  for  ilk 

goose  keept  in  tyme  comeing  after  they  intimat  this  to  the  ouners. 
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15  July,  1695. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considdering  the  great  charges  that  the  toun  Anent  the 
have  been  att  in  building  of  a  fleshmercat  for  the  piibHct  sale  of  all  flesh  to 
be  killed  within  this  burgh,  togither  with  the  charges  they  have  now  been  att 
in  building  of  ane  common  house  in  the  said  mercat  for  hinging  the  flesh  in 
all  the  night  tyme  ;  therfor  the  saids  magistrats  and  counsell  doe  heirby 
discharge  any  of  the  fleshers  within  this  burgh  to  kill  any  sort  of  flesh  except 
in  the  publict  mercat,  and  not  to  tak  any  flesh  out  of  the  said  mercat  till  it 
be  sold,  and  that  under  the  paine  of  confiscation  of  all  flesh  to  be  killed  out 
of  the  mercat  or  sold  out  thairof  to  any  person  quhatsumever. 

7  August,  1695. 

Robert  Forrester,  proveist,  compleaned  to  the  counsell  upon  James  Sheill,  Anent  the 
burges  of  Peebles,  for  falling  upon  him  upon  Thursday  night  last  in  the  Deans  ja^es^Sh^'in 
Wynd  as  he  was  comeing  home  about  ten  of  the  clock  att  night,  and  dinging 
of  his  hatt  and  piriweig,  and  allegit  that  he  haveing  conceived  some  prejudice 
against  him,  did  seek  him  severall  tymes  in  severall  housses,  and  in  his  own 
house,  wher  he  would  not  beleive  his  family,  bot  went  and  searched  his  bed  ; 
and  James  Sheill,  present,  denying,  the  proveist  offered  to  prove  the  samen, 
and  for  proveing  thairof,  adduced  first  James  Jonstoun,  baxter,  who  being 
sworne  thairupon,  depones  that  the  night  ly belled  he  heard  the  proveist  and 
James  Shiell  in  the  wynd,  and  they  being  parted,  he  heard  James  Sheill  say 
aither :  Goe  home  you  drunken  rascall,  or  daft  rascall.  William  Ranken, 
witnes,  depones  that  he  haveing  been  with  the  proveist  goeing  up  the  wynd, 
James  Shiell  came  behind  them  and  said  :  Goe  home  soon,  sir,  to  the  proveist ; 
to  quhich  the  proveist  anssuered  :  It  seems,  James,  you  are  seeking  a  mischief  ; 
quhairupon  James  Sheill  came  forward  upon  the  proveist,  and  strook  att  him 
with  both  his  hands,  and  that  his  hat  and  peirieweig  went  of,  and  that  he 
heard  him  call  the  proveist  a  daft  drunken  dog,  and  that  he  wes  worse  than 
daft  Jock  Forrester.  James  Waldie,  witnes,  depones  that  the  same  night, 
after  eight  of  the  clock,  James  Sheill  came  to  him,  and  asked  severall  tymes 
for  the  proveist,  and  att  lenth  he  asked  him  quhat  he  had  to  doe  with  him, 
and  he  said  he  had  somequhat  to  doe  with  him,  and  went  away. 

Baillie  Tueiddy  and  the  counsell,  haveing  considdered  the  forsaid  abuse  Thesaurer, 
done  be  James  Sheill  to  the  proveist,  they  do  therfor  ordaine  the  said  James  ^^^*^- 
Sheill  not  only  to  ly  in  close  prison  for  the  space  of  eight  dayes,  but  also  to 
lye  in  prison  in  all  tyme  thairafter  quhill  he  give  up  his  burges  ticket,  quhich 
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they  ordained  to  be  riven  be  ane  of  the  officers  att  the  cross,  as  lykwayes  to 

continow  in  prisone  ay  and  quhill  he  mak  payment  of  threttie  pound  Scots 

money  of  fyne  thairfor. 

Ryot,  James         James    Sheill,    burges    of    Peebles,    and    Robert    Claines,    ther,    being 

Robert  accused  for  blood  and  ryot  each  upon  others,  who  being  both  present,  referred 

Claines.    (C)  the  probation  of  the  haill  matter  to  William  Dicksone,  coupar  ther,  who  being 

solemnly  sworne  and   interrogat   thairupon,   depones   as  folloues — viz.,   that 

Robert  Claines  and  Alexander  Lyon  being  sitting  in  company,  and  haveing 

drunk  a  pynt  of  ale  they  payed,  and  then  haveing  gotten  in  another  they  bad 

James  Sheill  pay  the  samen,  and  he  refusing,  Robert  Claines  took  up  the  pynt 

stoup  and  strook  him  with  it,  and  thairafter  James  Sheill  strook  him,  and 

Robert  Claines   called  James  Sheill  ane  adulterous  rascall ;    and  this  is  the 

treuth  as  I  shall  ansuer  to  God. 

Thesaurer,  Fynes  James  Sheill  in  fourtein  shilling  for  ryot  upon  Robert  Claines  and 

28s.  the  said  Robert  in  fourtein  shilling  for  ryot  upon  James  Sheill. 

19  August,  1695. 
Anent  James  This  day  the  proveist  reported  to  the  counsell  that  James  Sheill,  in 
obedience  to  the  counsells  former  act  for  his  abuse  done  to  the  proveist,  had 
lyen  in  prison  eight  dayes,  and  payed  his  fyne,  and  givin  in  his  burges  ticket 
to  be  riven,  quhich  the  counsell  ordeans  Thomas  Patersone  to  ryve  publictly 
att  the  cross  this  day,  and  declair  that  he  hes  lost  his  haill  priviledges  within 
the  toun  as  a  burges,  and  discharge  him  in  all  tyme  comeing  to  trade  within 
the  same. 
Anent  the  The  proveist  and  counsell,  considdering  the  badnes  of  two  steps  betuixt 

bcluix^and     ^"^  Edlestoun  kirk,  quhairby  ther  is  hardly  access  to  the  toun  aither  with 
Edlestoim.     horsses    or   cairts,    and    that    Blackbarronie   hes    solicit    the    magistrats    and 
counsell  for  thair  assistance  in  mending  thairof,  therfor  the  saids  magistrats 
and  counsell  declair  that  whatever  expenssis  Blackbarronie  bestowis  in  mend- 
ing of  these  two  steps,  they  will  mak  payment  of  the  one  half  thairof. 

2  September,  1695. 
Anent  the  Jhe  proveist  and  counsell,  taking  to  thair  consideration  the  act  anent 

the  pole,  with  ane  subsequent  act  of  counsell  following  thairupon,  wherby 
they  are  ordeaned  to  elect  a  sub-collector  and  clerk  for  taking  up  rolls  of 
the  pole  within  this  burgh  and  collecting  thairof,  conform  to  the  samen  acts  ; 
therfor  they,  considdering  the  ability  and  qualificationes  of  William  Veitch, 
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writer  in  Peebles,  doe  therfor  nominal  him  clerk  and  collector  of  the  pole 
money  within  this  burgh,  and  ordaines  the  magistrals  and  him  to  meit  upon 
Wednesday  nixt,  and  tak  up  rolls  of  the  east  quarter,  and  swa  furth  ilk  day 
after  for  a  quarter,  till  Saturday,  that  both  the  Northgait  and  Old  Toun  be 
conveined,  and  ordaines  the  drummer  to  acquaint  each  quarter  the  day  before. 

This  day,  Thomas  Patersone,  officer,  compeired  and  declaired  that  he  had  Anent  James 
execut  the  act  of  counsell,  daitit  the  nynteen  day  of  August  last,  anent  James 
Sheill  in  ryveing  of  his  burges  ticket  publictly  at  the  cross. 

30  November,   1695. 
The  magistrals  and  counsell,  considdering  that  lord  William   Douglas   is  Anent  the 
perse  wing  ane  action,  befor  the  commission  for  plantation  of  kirks  and  valuation  stipend, 
of  teynds,  against  the  toun  and  the  haill  uther  heretors  of  the  parish,  for 
modifieing  ane  stipend  to  the  ministers  of  Peebles  and  Manner,  they  therfor 
ordaine  James  Brotherstanes,  thesaurer,  to  go  to  Edinburgh  and  advyse  with 
lawers  quhats  fitt  to  be  done  be  the  toun  in  the  caice,  and  to  report. 

17  February,  1696. 
The  counsell  nominats  John  Tueiddy,  baillie,  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  and  Stipend, 
appear  before  the  Commission  for  plantation  of  kirks  and  valuation  of  te5aids, 
and  thair  to  consent  to  the  modifieing  of  a  stipend  to  the  minister  of  Peebles, 
provyding  alwayes  that  the  said  stipend  be  eightein  hundreth  merks  to  the 
minister  and  a  competency  for  the  communion  eliments  yeirly,  and  that  the 
viccaradge  teynds  be  no  pairt  of  the  ministers  locality,  and  the  stipend  be 
by  and  attour  the  manse,  gleib  and  kirk  yeard  possest  be  the  former  ministers. 

26  February,  1696. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell,  haveing  considered  that  Thomas  Patersone  Knock- 
is  fallen  old  and  weak,  and  so  not  able  to  discharge  the  office  of  knock-keeper,  ^j^y^^'    ^  ^' 
they  therfor  have  conjoined  that  office,  with  the  cellary  theirto  pertaining, 
quhich  is  tuenty  merks  and  fyve  merks  for  oyll,  upon  WiUiam  Rankein,  and 
for  this  current  yeir  they  are  to  share  the  cellary  betuixt  them,  and  continoues 
Thomas  Patersone  as  ane  officer  and  for  ringing  of  the  dead  bell,  and  alloues 
him  his  casuahties  thairfor,  bot  discharges  the  ringing  of  the  dead  bell  att  any 
tyme  except  betuixt  sun  and  sun  in  all  tyme  comeing  ;    and  ordaines  WilUam 
Rankein  to  keep  the  knock  punctually,  and  ring  the  bell  daily  att  eight  of 
the  clock  att  night  and  fyve  in  the  morning,  utherwayes  to  have  no  fie ;    and 
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ordaines  him  to  goe  dayly  with  the  drum  att  nyn  houres  ilk  night,  and  four  houres 
ilk  morning,  under  the  forsaid  penalty  ;    and  ordaines  Thomas  Patersone  to 
ring  the  bells  for  the  kirk  ilk  Sabbath  day  att  the  ordinar  tymes. 
Anent  The  counsell  appoints  proveist  Forrester  and  baillie  Tueiddy  to  goe  to 

minister.  '  Edinburgh  agane  the  first  Wednesday  of  March,  and  prosecut  thair  former 
commission  in  opposeing  of  Mr.  Orrocks  being  intruded  upon  this  parish  be 
vertew  of  the  call  givin  to  him. 

8  March,  1696. 
Foot  militia.  This   day  the  proveist   produced   to   the   counsell   the   proclamation   for 

putting  out  of  the  half  of  the  foot  militia  agane  Thursday  nixt,  and  accordingly 
the  counsell  elected  fyftein  persones  for  that  effect,  being  the  equall  half  of 
thair  proportion  of  the  mihtia,  according  to  the  act  of  parliament. 

15  April,  1696. 
Anent  James  John  Tueddy,  baillie,  compleaned  to  the  counsell  after  the  court  upon 
^^  ■  '  '  James  Sheill,  burges  of  Peebles,  for  disobedience  to  his  commands,  and  for 
ruging  of  his  hair,  and  after  all  for  breaking  of  prisone  ;  and  James  Sheill, 
being  present,  he  confest  his  disobedience  and  breaking  of  prisone,  bot  denyed 
the  ruging  of  the  baillies  hair,  who,  for  proveing  thairof,  adduced  William 
Rankein,  officer,  a  witnes,  and  who,  being  solemnly  sworne  and  interrogat 
thairupon,  depones  he  saw  James  Sheill  goe  from  him  and  fall  upon  the 
bailhe,  and  rug  his  hair,  and  this  is  the  treuth  as  I  shall  ansuer  to  God. 

22  June,  1696. 
Anent  the  The  magistrats  and  counsell,   considdering  that  the  faires  belonging  to 

the  faires.  ^^^^  burgh  being  upon  sett  dayes  of  ilk  moneth,  quhairby  qulien  the  samen 
falls  upon  Saturnday  and  Monday  ther  is  great  profanation  of  the  Sabbath 
day,  for  preservation  quhairof  the  magistrats  and  counsell  doe,  in  obedience 
to  the  act  of  parliament  m^ade  thairanent,  change  their  faires  to  the  dayes 
following  viz.  :  ther  fair  called  Beltane  fair  to  the  first  Wednesday  of  Mali 
yearly  ;  ther  fair  called  Trinity  fair,  to  the  first  Teusday  of  June  yeirly ;  ther 
fair  called  St.  Peters-day,  to  the  last  Teusday  of  June  yeirly ;  ther  fair  called 
St.  Bartholomew  fair,  the  last  Teusday  of  August ;  thair  fair  called  St. 
Dinneise-day,  the  second  Teusday  of  October  yeirly ;  and  thair  fair  called 
St.  Andrews  Day,  to  the  last  Teusday  of  November  yeirly ;  and  continoues 
Fastingsein   as    formerly ;    and  the  magistrats    declaires    that  whoever  sail 
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bring  horse,  nolt,  or  sheep,  to  any  of  those  faires  sail  be  custom  frie  for  the 
samen  for  the  space  of  nyn  ydrs,  except  for  sheep  att  St.  Peters  day,  and 
nolt  att  St.  Dinneis  day ;  and  declaires  the  horsmercat  to  be  att  the  North 
Port,  and  the  sheep  and  nolt  upon  Tueidgreen  and  the  Kingsmure. 

5  November,  1696. 

This  day,  WilHam  Symsone,  burges  of  Peebles,  and  Mareon  Geddes,  his  Anent 
spouse,  being  accused  for  theift  in  steilling  and  killing  ane  young  ew  belonging  Symsone, 
to  James  Ewmond,  weaver,  burges  ther,  and  for  conceilling  the  theift,  fortheif.  (C) 
putting  the  intralls  within  the  skin,  and  tying  them  and  throwing  them  in 
Tueid,  and  for  having  packed  up  the  four  legs  of  that  sheep  with  the  four  legs 
of  ane  other  smeired  hog,  in  order  to  cary  them  away  for  fear  of  a  discovery  ; 
and  quhich  persones  being  called  compeired  not.  Therafter  the  said  James 
Ewmond  and  the  procurator-fiscall,  Wilham  Scott,  for  proveing  that  the  skin 
of  the  sheep  killed  be  them,  and  sua  found,  belonged  to  him,  adduced  Robert 
Ritchiesone  and  Thomas  Tueiddy,  herds  in  Caidmure,  who  wer  herds  to  the 
said  sheep,  and  who  being  solemnly  sworne  and  interrogat  thairupon,  depones 
as  followes  : — Robert  Ritchiesone,  of  the  age  of  50  yeirs  or  therby,  maryed, 
purged  of  partiall  counsell,  solemnly  sworne  and  interrogat,  depones  that  he 
being  herd  on  Caidmure,  quhair  the  sheep  used  to  goe,  he  knew  perfectly  the 
skin  of  the  sheep  produced  to  him  to  be  the  skin  of  James  Ewmonds  ew  he 
wanted,  by  the  keill  upon  the  neck  and  arse.  [Corroborated  by  Thomas 
Tueiddy.] 

Andrew  Ewmond,  weaver,  burges  of  Peebles,  of  the  age  of  32  yeirs  or 
thairby,  depones  that  he  having  been  sent  to  watch  in  the  back  yeard,  quhill 
the  officers  came  to  ryp,  he  espyed  the  said  WilUam  with  his  mad  on  his  back, 
and  somewhat  in  it ;  quhairupon  he  asked  him  whither  he  went,  who  ansuered 
that  he  wes  goeing  to  Kidstoun  myln  to  ground  a  peck,  quhairupon  he 
ansuered  that  he  behooved  to  sie  quhat  corne  it  was,  and  thairupon  went 
towards  him  and  gripped  it,  and  he  did  let  it  fall  and  run  from  it,  and  he 
haveing  looked  quhat  it  wes,  found  it  to  be  thrie  legs  of  ane  ew,  and  some 
other  hog  flesh. 

23  November,  1696. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  alloues  the  thesaurer  to  give  to  John  NicoU,  Anent  the 
writer  in  Edinburgh,  ane  doller  and  ane  half  for  his  paines  in  procuring  the 
faires  of  this  burgh  as  altered  insert  in  The  Prognostication. 
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Anent  the 
meall. 


The  magistrals  and  counsell,  considering  the  great  abuses  committed  by 
severall  persones  within  this  burgh  by  taking  of  extravagant  profeit  of  meall 
that  they  buy  in  the  close  of  the  mercat  now  in  this  tyrae  of  scarcity,  they 
doe  therfore  discharge  any  person  quhatsumevir  to  tak  any  more  profeit  of 
meall  they  buy  then  tuelve  pennies  upon  ilk  peck  betuixt  mercat  dayes, 
under  the  paine  of  confiscatioun  of  the  haill  meall  they  buy  so,  quhich  is  to 
be  proven  by  their  oathes. 


Anent  the 


21  December,  1696. 
The  counsell  ordains  the  thesaurer  to  mak  ready  two  stand  of  weights 

weighting  of 

the  meall.       ^o^  weighting  of  the  meaU,  betuixt  and  the  first  of  January,   with  broads 

accordingly  of  ane  equall  weight,  one  for  carying  the  stone  and  a  buist  for 

weighting  the  meall,  and  to  putt  up  staples  and  rings  for  carying  of  them. 


Anent  the 
lakewakes. 


8  March,  1697. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considdering  the  great  abuses  committed  at 
lakewakes,  through  great  numbers  of  peple  frequenting  the  samen  who  are 
htle  or  nothing  concerned  in  the  defunct,  and  playing  at  cards  and  drinking 
excessively,  and  swearing,  therfor  they  doe  discharge  all  persones  quhat- 
sumevir to  frequent  any  lakewakes  except  upon  particular  invitationes  from 
those  concerned,  under  the  paine  of  ten  pounds  Scots  money,  toties  quoties. 


Commis- 
sioun  of  the 
kirk. 


5  April,  1697. 
Nominats  Robert  Forrester,  proveist,  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  and  apply  to 
the  commissioun  of  the  kirk,  quhich  is  to  sitt  at  Edinburgh,  for  continuing 
the  minister  in  his  charge  heir,  notwithstanding  of  ane  act  of  the  presbitrie 
ordaining  him  to  goe  on  a  mission  to  the  north,  and  alloues  him  fourty  shilling 
per  diem  in  the  ordinary  way. 


19  April,  1697. 
Anent  The  magistrats  and  toun  counsell  of  Peebles,   taking  to  thair  serious 

and  Venlaw  consideration  ane  suppUcation  given  in  to  them  by  many  of  the  heretors  of 
the  soumes  of  Kaidmure  and  Venlaw,  narrateing  that  the  saids  hills  are  over- 
stented  as  they  are  now  possest,  and  that  they  are  not  able  to  mentain  the 
haill  goods  that  have  right  to  pasture  thairon,  quhairthrough  ther  hes  been 
great  skaith  of  the  gear  upon  the  saids  hills  these  many  yeirs  bygaine,  and 
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consenting  that  the  saids  magistrats  and  toun  counsell  should  restrict  the 
samen  in  tyme  comeing,  sua  as  the  saids  hills  might  be  able  to  feed  the  haill 
goods  that  have  right  to  pasture  thairon,  and  desyring  that  the  saids  magis- 
trats and  toun  counsell  might  pas  ane  act  thairon,  quhich  would  be  ane  hving 
monument  of  thair  good  manadgment  in  all  tyme  comeing ;  and  haveing 
caused  mak  pubUct  intimation  by  tuick  of  drum  to  all  that  had  not  consented 
to  appear  befor  the  counsell,  upon  the  fourtein  day  of  Apryll  instant,  and 
give  in  ther  resones  wherfor  it  should  not  be  done,  and  ther  haveing  severalls 
appeared  against  the  samen  whose  reasones  were  not  swa  good  for  continouing 
as  the  consenters  for  restricting,  and  whose  number  wes  lykwayes  far  les  and 
inconsiderable  then  the  other  .  .  .  Therefore  the  saids  magistrats  and 
toun  counsell,  with  advyce  of  the  persones  abovenamed  [who  were  appointed 
to  meet  with  the  council  '  to  consider  quhat  methods  are  fittest  for  right 
stenting  of  the  ground  ']  in  conformity  to  the  desyr  of  the  said  suppHcation 
givin  in  to  them,  have  restricted,  and  heirby  restricts  the  haill  soumes  upon 
the  hills  of  Kaidmure  and  Venlaw  as  follows,  viz.  : — those  that  have  right  to 
half  a  soume  only,  quhich  is  the  least  proportion,  to  thrie  sheep  ;  those  that 
have  right  to  one  soume,  to  ane  cow  or  six  sheep  ;  those  that  have  right  to 
a  soume  and  half,  to  nyn  sheep,  or  a  cow  and  thrie  sheep ;  those  that  have 
right  to  two  soumes,  to  tuelve  sheep,  or  a  cow  and  six  sheep  ;  these  that  have 
right  to  two  soume  and  ane  half,  to  fyftein  sheep,  or  a  cow  and  nyn  sheep ; 
and  those  that  have  right  to  thrie  soumes,  to  eighteen  sheep,  or  a  cow  and 
tuelve  sheep ;  and  proportionably  upwards.  And  declaires  that  whoever 
keeps  more  then  the  stent  above-mentioned,  as  now  restricted,  sail  be  lyable 
for  keeping  of  oversoumes,  and  punished  therfor  accordingly ;  and  finds  that 
none  shall  have  priviledge  to  plenish  above  fourty  sheep  and  a  cow  soume, 
except  he  have  them  of  his  own  presently,  in  quhich  caise  he  is  to  tak  no 
more  to  them,  under  the  paine  of  oppression,  and  being  punished  as  such. 
And  for  making  of  the  said  restriction  yet  more  effectuall,  it  is  enacted  be  the 
saids  magistrats  and  counsell,  with  consent  forsaid,  that  no  soumes  be  set  to 
the  herds  after  Whitsunday  nixt  j'"  vj"  nyntie  sevin  yeirs,  bot  quhat  they 
have  for  thair  service,  and  that  both  the  Dodhouse  and  Westerhouse  sail  not 
be  sett  after  the  terme  of  Whitsunday  1698,  at  quhich  tyme  thair  tacks 
expyres,  bot  only  to  two  cottars,  who  are  to  have  no  soumes.  And,  lastly, 
it  is  heirby  provyded  that  incaice  the  magistrats,  counsell,  and  heretors  shall 
find  themselves  lesed,  it  shall  yet  be  in  thair  pouer  to  tak  such  other  measurs 
as  is  fitt  for  regulating  of  the  saids  hills  to  greater  proportiones.     Which 
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restriction  above-mentioned  is  to  tak  effect  att  Whitsunday  nixt,  j"  vj'^ 
n5nitie-sevin  yeirs. 

31  May,  1697. 

Anent  The  magistrats  and  counseU,  considdering  that  ther  are  several!  persones 

mercat^tyme  ^^^  ^^^  inclynable  to  bring  corne  and  bear  to  the  mercat,  provyding  that 
of  day.  the  mercat  broke  sooner  up  than  now  it  does,  to  the  effect  they  may  have 

more  tyme  to  return,  therfor  they  consent  that  in  all  tyme  comeing  the 
mercat,  both  for  bear,  oats,  and  meall,  and  other  grain,  sail  be  broken  up 
att  tuelve  of  the  clock  ilk  mercat  day,  and  ordaines  the  beU  to  be  rung  then 
accordingly. 

14  June,  1697. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considdering  that  the  cordiners  of  this  burgh 
are  much  impoverished,  and  not  able  att  present  to  pay  to  the  toun  the  four 
pounds  Scots  yeirly  with  quhich  they  are  charged  in  the  thesaurers  charge, 
therfor  they  restrict  the  said  four  pounds  to  fourty  shilling  for  the  space  of 
five  yeirs  after  Michaelmes  nixt,  and  that  provyding  aU  bygaines  be  payed 
att  Mertinmes,  utherwayes  this  restriction  to  be  null. 


Anent  the 
cordiners. 


Anent  the 
thesaurer. 


28  June,  1697. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell,  taking  to  thair  serious  consideration  that 
James  Brotherstaines,  present  thesaurer  to  the  burgh,  is  fallen  a  Utle  short 
of  his  accompts,  therfor  they  doe  not  think  fitt  that  he  be  farder  trusted  be 
himself  to  receive  any  of  the  touns  money  from  any  of  thair  debtors  without 
ane  of  the  magistrats  be  present,  who  are  immediately  to  order  the  disposal! 
of  the  money  to  those  of  the  touns  creditors  who  are  fardest  behind,  and 
ordeans  the  proveist  to  aquaint  the  touns  debtors  thairwith, 

18  October,  1697. 
Breaking  of  j^e  magistrats  and  counsell,  taking  to  their  consideration  the  loss  that 

fair  evins.  the  inhabitants  of  this  burgh  sustaines  through  the  mercat  breaking  up  upon 
ilk  fairevin,  quhairby,  lykwayes,  persones  that  live  att  a  distance  cannot 
easily  reach  the  mercat,  and  thairby  are  frustrat  of  thair  merchandise ; 
therfor,  in  tyme  coming,  they  doe  discharge  any  breaking  up  of  the  mercat 
upon  the  fair  evins  or  till  the  bell  ring  att  six  of  the  clock  in  the  fair  dayes. 

28  October,  1697. 
Anent  John  Jn  presence  of  the  said  proveist  and  baiUie,  compeired  Alexander  Stewart 

stollen  horse  ^"^   Glenfinlas,   within   the   parish   of   Callendar  in   Pearthshire,    and   Walter 
(C) 
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Buchanan,  in  the  parish  of  Port  in  the  forsaid  sh5n:e,  and  produced  ane  pass, 
dated  23rd  October  1697,  granted  in  thair  favours  be  James  Stewart  of  Ard- 
vorlich,  ane  of  the  commissioners  of  justiciary  for  secureing  the  peace  of  the 
Highlands,  for  themselves  and  thair  servants  therin  named,  to  pass  with  ther 
armes  and  horse  to  any  place  betuixt  and  the  borders  of  England,  in  order 
to  search  after  some  horsses  that  have  been  stollen  out  of  the  said  sh5n:e  of 
Pearth  in  summer  last ;  and  haveing  made  search  in  this  place,  they  found 
ane  black  horse  in  the  custody  of  John  Dickisone,  coupar  in  Peebles,  quhich 
he  bought  from  James  BuUo,  in  Biggar,  on  a  pubhct  mercat  day  within  this 
burgh,  being  the  fyftein  day  of  June  last,  after  he  wes  booked  in  the  toun 
court  books,  quhich  horse  they  alledge  to  have  been  stollen  from  Patrick 
M'Invowie,  in  Carrolean,  in  the  parish  of  Monivaird,  and  shyxe  of  Pearth  ; 
and  for  proveing  that  the  said  horse  did  belong  to  the  said  Patrick  M'Invowie, 
and  wes  stollen  from  him  in  the  beginning  of  June  last,  adduced  John  Drumond 
and  John  Taylor,  tennants  to  Schir  Patrick  Murray  of  Auchtertyre,  witnesses, 
of  whose  good  behaviour  and  honesty  they  produced  ane  testificat,  under  the 
hand  of  Mr.  John  Campbell,  minister  of  Munivaird,  John  M'Lauglan  and 
Donald  M'Evan,  elders  ;  and  who  being  solemnly  sworne,  and  interrogat, 
depones  as  foUowes  : — 

John  Drummond,  .  .  .  depones  that  the  horse  found  in  John 
Dickisones  custodie  is  that  very  horse  quhich  pertained  to  Patrick  M'Invowie 
in  Carrolean,  and  wes  stollen  from  him  in  the  beginning  of  June  last,  and  this 
is  the  treuth  as  I  sail  ansuer  to  God.  Causa  scientice,  because  he  knew  the  horse 
contraverted  since  he  wes  a  foall  to  the  tyme  of  his  being  stollen.  And 
cannot  wryt. 

John  Taileor  [depones  to  same  effect]. 

The  proveist  and  baillie  haveing  considdered  the  depositiones  of  thir 
witnesses,  they  find  that  the  horse  now  in  John  Dickisones  custodie  does 
pertaine  to  Patrick  M'Invowie  in  Carrolean,  and  wes  stollen  from  him  in  the 
beginning  of  June  last ;  and  therfor  finds  that  except  John  Dickisone  can 
prove  that  he  bought  the  horse  from  James  BuUo,  as  he  alledges,  and  as  is 
contained  in  his  act  of  booking,  betuixt  and  to-morrow  att  tuelve  of  the  clock, 
he  is  to  be  repute  the  stealler  thairof. 

29  October,  1697. 
In  presence  of  the  proveist  and  baillies,  compeird  John  Dickisone,  coupar,  Anent 
burges  of  Peebles,  who  for  proveing  that  he  bought  the  horse  now  in  his  iq,\ 


160 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  RECORDS 


[1697 


custodie  from  James  Bullo,  in  Biggar,  according  as  he  is  booked,  adduced 
John  and  Walter  Scotts,  in  Deanshousses.  .  .  .  John  Scott  .  .  .  depones 
that  he  saw  John  Dickisone  buy  the  horse  now  in  his  custody,  upon  the 
f5^tein  day  of  June,  in  Peebles,  being  ane  mercat  day  of  the  said  burgh,  from 
James  Bullo,  in  Biggar.     .     .     . 

Walter  Scott  [depones  to  the  same  effect] . 

The  proveist  and  baillies  haveing  considdered  the  depositiones  of  thir 
two  last  witnesses,  they  find  it  sufficiently  proven  that  the  said  John  Dickisone 
bought  the  horse  now  in  his  custody  from  James  Bullo,  in  Biggar,  upon  the 
fyftein  day  of  June  last,  being  ane  mercat  day  of  the  said  burgh,  according 
as  he  is  booked  in  the  toun  court  books  ;  and  therfor  assoilyeis  the  said  John 
from  the  theift  or  resett  of  the  said  horse,  or  any  hand  therin,  bot  ordeans 
him  to  redelyver  the  horse  to  Patrick  MTnvowie,  ouner  of  the  horse,  who 
accordingly  delivered  the  samen  in  presence  of  the  saids  proveist  and  baillies. 

16  February,  1698. 
Anent  the  The  counsell,  upon  a  suppHcation  fra  the  dean  of  gild,  alloues  him  to 

gi  ne  sea  .  jj^(,jQgg  ^j^g  south  syd  of  the  town  loft  from  the  first  pew  to  the  gavill  of  the 
kirk,  in  order  to  be  a  seat  for  the  dean  of  gild,  his  counsel!  and  other  gild 
brethren  of  the  toun,  the  session  having  consented  thairto  already. 


Anent 

Andrew 

Ewmond. 


Anent  the 
workmen. 


21  March,  1698. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considdering  that  Andrew  Ewmond,  weaver, 
burges  of  Peebles,  in  his  drunkenness,  fyred  ane  gun  att  William  Lowes  and 
John  Ewart,  under  cloud  of  night,  quhich  he  hes  confest  he  did  to  affright 
them,  they  therfor  ordaine  him  to  ly  in  prison  for  the  space  of  twenty-four 
houres,  and  quhill  he  find  caution  never  to  use  fyrearms  in  tyme  comeing, 
and  ordaines  him  to  be  brought  from  the  prison  to  the  cockstoolls  the  morrow 
att  ten  of  the  clock,  and  stand  ther  for  ane  hour  with  the  gun  about  his  neck, 
and  to  give  bond  to  the  thesaurer  for  tuenty  pounds  Scots,  payable  against 
Lambas  nixt. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell  discharges  the  thesaurer  to  give  any  mason 
above  a  mark  piece  of  wages  each  day,  and  a  barrowman  eight  shilling  a  day, 
and  no  morning  drinks  att  all  to  them,  or  to  any  that  calls  in  any  lyme,  sand, 
or  stones ;  and  to  imploy  quhom  he  will  in  the  tounes  work,  provydeing  he 
be  a  sufficient  workman. 


1698]  OF  THE  BURGH  OF  PEEBLES.  161 

23  March,  1698. 
The  counsell  remitts  that  part  of  Andrew  Ewmonds  punishment  anent  Anent 
standing  at  the  cockstoolls,  and  ordains  him  to  enact  himself  never  to  carry  g^jj^Qj^^i 
fyrearmes  in  tyme  coming,  and  that  he  sail  be  ane  constant  servant  to  the 
toun  in  the  miUtia  or  uther  service,  and  to  give  bond  for  tuenty  pounds  in 
manner   forsaid ;     who   appearing,    hes   enacted   and   heirby   enacts   himself 
accordingly. 

25  June,  1698. 
Thomas  Dods  being  accused  for  ryot  on  Thomas  Caitcheon,  and  he  on  Anent 
him  for  calling  Thomas  Caitcheon  a  sheep-steaUer,  and  stryking  of  him  ;    and  ^^d  Dods 
Dods  denying,   Caitcheon  hes  offered  to  prove  the  samen     .     .     .     James  (C) 
Robiesone  depones  that  he  heard  Thomas  Dods  call  Thomas  Caitcheon  a 
resetter  of  stollen  sheep,  and  saw  him  stryk  the  said  Thomas     .     .     .     Patrick 
Dickisone  depones  that  he  heard  Thomas  Dods  call  Thomas  Caitcheon  false 
theif,  and  saw  him  shoot  Thomas  Caitcheon  in  the  holl,  his  daughter  being 
betuixt  them. 

25  January,  1699. 
The  counseU  appoints  proveist  Sheills  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  and  attend  Commis- 
the  commission  for  communication  of  trade,  and  ther  to  urge  the  necessity  n^unjcation 
of  the  burghs  of  regality  and  barronie  ther  bearing  a  proportion  of  the  taxt  of  trade, 
roll,  all  trade  being  decayed  in  the  toun  and  flourishing  in  the  shyre,  and  doe 
everything  requisit  theranent. 

6  March,  1699. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  ordaines  the  thesaurer  to  send  for  William  Anent  the 

knock 

Wright  in  Gattensyd,  and  aggrie  with  him  anent  mending  of  the  knock. 

This  day,  in  presence  of  the  magistrats  and  counsell,  compeired  John  Anent  the 
M'Morran,  and  enacts  himself  to  serve  as  hangman  within  this  burgh  of  ^"^sman. 
Peebles  dureing  all  the  dayes  of  his  lyftyme,  and  that  he  sail  behave  himself 
honestly,  and  not  be  found  in  any  transgression  dureing  his  service,  for  doeing 
quhairof  the  toun  are  to  give  him  a  peck  of  meall  weekly  till  the  price  be 
below  a  merk  piece,  and  thairafter  a  merk  weekly,  and  a  sute  of  cloaths  yeirly, 
and  a  free  house ;  quhich  John  M'Morran  obleisses  himself  to  doe.  De 
mandato  dicti  Joannis  M'Morran,  scribere  nesciendi  manu  sua  (ut  asseruit). 
Ego  GuHelraus  WiUiamsone,  notarius  publicus,  subscribo. 
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10  May,  1699. 
Fyne,  10  lib.         Yhe  magistrats  and  counsell  fynes  Beatrix  Haldane  in  ten  pounds  Scots 
money,  for  saying  to  baillie  Tueiddy  that  he  would  give  her  no  justice,  bot 
wod  favour  his  wyfes  freinds  as  he  pleased. 

12  June,  1699. 
Anent  the  The  magistrats  and  counsell  ordaines  proveist  Forrester  and  John  Murray 

wooc/'^  ^^      ^^  S^e  and  visit  the  Sheilgrein  wood,  and  considder  whither  or  not  ther  may 

be  any  watles  conveniently  spared  out  therof  without  prejudice  to  the  wood, 

and  to  report  againe  the  nixt  counseU  day. 


2  September,  1699. 
Anent  the  The  counsell,  taking  to  ther  serious  consideration  the  great  trouble  that 

ew  eu  yes.  ^^^  thesaurer  hes  in  collecling  of  the  toun  rents,  and  particularly  of  the 
feudutyes  of  the  burgh  yeirly  ;  therfore,  and  for  his  relief  of  the  said  trouble, 
the  saids  magistrats  and  counsell  doe  declair  that  in  all  tyme  comeing  they 
will  elect  one  of  the  youngest  counsellors  to  collect  the  saids  feudutyes  yearly, 
and  ordaines  ther  clerk  to  delyver  to  him  yeirly  ane  rentall  therof  betuixt  and 
Candlemes,  and  him  to  collect  the  samen  yeirly  betuixt  and  Lambes,  and  to 
compt  to  the  thesaurer  therfor.     .     .     . 


Anent  the 

Kirkland 

road. 


Anent 
setting  of 
housses. 


8  January,  1700. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell,  taking  to  ther  serious  consideration  the 
great  skaith  done  to  the  Kirkland  through  the  rod  comeing  doun  through 
fra  the  park  nook  to  the  highgait,  wheras  the  way  by  the  park  dyck  is  much 
more  commodious ;  therfor  the  saids  magistrats  and  counseU  doe  heirby 
discharge  any  of  ther  inhabitants  or  others  to  go  up  or  doun  the  said  rod, 
aither  with  foot  or  horse,  under  the  paine  of  fourty  pennies  for  ilk  footman, 
and  half  a  merk  for  ilk  horseman,  for  ilk  transgression,  toties  quoties. 

5  February,  1700. 
The  magistrats  and  toun  counsell,  taking  to  ther  serious  consideration 
that  ther  are  many  stranger  beggars  resett  within  this  burgh,  quhich  occasiones 
the  touns  poor  to  be  much  straitened  in  ther  provisiones,  therfor  the  counsell 
discharges  any  person  within  this  burgh  to  sett  a  hous  to  any  person  quhat- 
sumever  without  acquainting  the  magistrats  and  procureing  ther  consent, 
under  the  paine  of  ten  pounds  Scots  money ;    and  discharges  the  magistrats 
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to  consent  to  the  setting  of  houses  to  any,  except  they  find  sufficient  caution 
not  to  be  troublesome  to  the  toun. 

26  February,  1700. 
This  day,  George  Broune,  caryer  in  Peebles,  being  accused  for  goeing  to  Anent 
Alexander  Leidbutters  stack,  standing  in  the  yeard,  and  drawing  four  sheaves  Broune. 
or  therby  out  of  his  oatstack,  and  throwing  the  samen  befor  his  horse,  upon 
Fraydayes  night  last,  he  confest  ane  sheaf  and  some  more,  tho  Alexander 
Leidbetter  alledges  that  ther  wes  more  of  it ;   and  it  being  accordingly  visited 
be  Adam  Stewart  and  James  Tueiddy,  they  declair  that  ther  is  two  sheaves 
and  more  seen  be  them  besyd  quhat  had  been  destroyed  by  the  horse  ;   quhich 
being  considdered  be  the  magistrats  and  counsell,  they  have  therfor  banished 
him  this  burgh  for  ever,  and  ordaines  him  to  be  putt  in  the  theifes  holl  till 
he  be  banished  by  tuik  of  drum,  or  find  caution  to  remove  his  wyf  and  family 
betuixt  and  this  day  eight  dayes. 

27  March,  1700. 
The  magistrats  and  toun   counsell  haveing  againe  considdered  George  Anent 
Brounes  condition  and  the  multitude  of  his  family,  quhich  cannot  be  resett  Broune. 
any  wher  in  his  circumstances,  have  therfore  restricted  his  punishment  to 
imprisonment  from  Saturnday  nixt  to  Teusday  nixt,  in  quhich  tyme  he  is 
to  find  sufficient  caution  to  behave  himself  civilly  and  christianly  and  honestly 
in  t5niie  comeing,  and  therafter  to  be  brought  from  the  steeple  att  ten  houres 
upon  Teusday  in  the  forenoon,  and  sett  att  the  cockstoolls  with  a  sheaf  of 
oats  about  his  neck,  and  to  stand  till  tuelve  houres  ;    and  incaice  he  declyne 
this,  ordaines  his  former  sentence  to  be  put  in  execution. 

2  December,  1700. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell,  taking  to  ther  consideration  that  the  ten  Anent  the 
rudes  of  land,  called  the  Walkers  Land,  may  be  sold  att  a  rate  the  rent  of  the  Land, 
pryce  of  which  will  far  exceid  the  present  rent  of  the  saids  lands,  therfor  they 
think  fitt  to  expose  the  samen  to  a  voluntar  roup,  the  termes  quhairof  are 
to  be  as  follows  : — the  leist  that  is  to  be  bidden  at  first  is  to  be  fyve  hundreth 
pounds  Scots  money,  and  whoever  bidds  after  is  not  to  bid  under  fyve  pounds 
at  a  tyme  ;   and  the  last  bidder  is  to  be  preferred  after  crying  of  once,  twyce, 
thrice.     Ther  is  to  be  two  dayes  of  roup,  to  witt,  Wednesday  nixt  and  Wed- 
nesday come  eight  dayes,  and  the  few  is  to  be  half  a  merk  yeirly,  and  the 
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ground  to  be  marked  att  the  heid  before  the  day  of  roup,  and  ther  is  liberty 
to  the  purchaser  to  mend  the  dyck  yeirly  of  the  Gyts  the  haill  ground  round 
to  Tueid  syd, 

17  February,  1701. 

Anent  the  fhe  Walkers  Land  being  rouped,  conform  to  the  forsaid  act  of  counsel], 

Walkers  ...  or' 

I^n(j.  it  is  disponed  to  John  Hendersone  for  eight  hundreth  and  sixtie  pounds, 

quhich  is  profitable  to  the  toun,  it  haveing  only  payed  tuenty-nyn  pounds 

of  yeirly  rent. 

12  March,  1701. 

Ryot,  Mary  Mary  Moutray  being  accused  for  ryot  on  David  Bruce  and  it  being  referred 

David  Bruce.  ^^  ^^^  ^ath  she  refused  to  depone.     David  Bruce  being  accused  for  ryot  on 
(C)  Mary  Moutray,  in  drawing  ane  knyfe  to  her,  and  it  being  referred  to  his  oath, 

he  deponed  that  Mary  Moutray  haveing  laid  hald  upon  his  staff,  he  bid  her 
let  it  go  els  he  would  louse  her  fingers  with  his  knife,  and  that  forthwith  he 
drew  his  knyf  and  she  quat  his  staff,  and  that  he  keept  her  of  him  with  the 
point  of  his  staff.  Fynes  Mary  Moutray  in  fourty  shilling  for  ryot  on  David 
Bruuce  and  assoilyeas  David  upon  his  deposition. 

2  June,  1701. 

Roup  of  The   magistrats    and    counsell,    considdering    that    the    lands    on    Litle 

Ormistoun.    Ormistoun,  lyand  within  this  parochin,  are  to  be  rouped  upon  the  elevint 

day  of  June  instant,  and  that  the  said  ground  will  be  convenient  for  the  toun 

in  consideration  of  their  commons,  therfor  they  heirby  commissionat  Archbald 

Sheills,  present  proveist,  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  and  attend  the  said  roup,  and 

bid  for  the  said  land,  and  quhatever  he  bids  therfor  the  toun  are  to  reheve 

him  of,  and  of  all  expenssis  that  he  beis  putt  to  theranent. 

Anent  The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considdering  the  great  inconveniency  that 

ryding  upon  occures  to  many  of  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  therof,  through  the  servants 

the  loaden     of  this  burgh  ther  ryding  upon  the  horsses  belonging  to  the  masters  or  uthers 

orsses.         ^^^^^  sends  ther  horsses  with  them  to  the  coalls  or  elswher,  therfor  they  doe 

heirby  discharge  any  of  the  servants  of  this  burgh  to  ryd  upon  ther  masters 

horsses,  or  any  horsses  in  ther  custody  quhen  loaden  ather  with  coalls  or 

other  goods,  under  the  paine  of  ten  pounds  Scots  money,  toties  quoties  ;   and 

farder,  it  is  heirby  declaired  that  if  any  master  shall  prove,  aither  by  witnesses 

or  his  servants  oath,  that  the  tyme  of  ther  service  they  have  counteracted 

this  present  act,  that  then  the  master  shall  be  frie  of  his  servants  fie.     And 

lykwayes  discharges  any  body  to  go  to  the  coalls,  or  mak  ready  to  goe  therto 
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upon  Mundayes  morning  before  one  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  under  the 
paine  of  fyve  merks  Scots  money,  toties  quoties,  by  and  attour  church  censer. 

6  October,  1701. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  of  this  burgh,  taking  to  ther  serious  con-  Anent  the 
sideration  the  abounding  immorahtyes  in  the  place  through  drunkenness,  "^^^^  ^' 
suering,  baning,  and  hanting  of  ale  housses  att  unseasonable  houers,  have 
therfor,  for  preventing  therof,  thought  fitt  to  appoint  constables  within  this 
burgh  for  discovering  of  these  faults,  who  are  to  proceed  in  execution  of  ther 
offices  conform  to  the  following  rules,  viz.  : — That  all  and  every  one  of  them,  att 
all  t5niies  of  the  day  or  night,  whenever  they  hear  any  person,  inhabiter  or 
stranger  within  the  privileges  of  the  burgh,  suer,  curse,  or  bann,  aither  horridly 
or  mincidly,  that  he  furthwith  exact  the  soume  of  fourtein  shilling  Scots 
money  from  the  person  guilty,  the  half  quhairof  is  to  belong  to  the  constable 
discoverer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  officers  ;  and  if  the  transgressor  be  unable 
or  unwilling  to  pay,  that  they  forthwith  commit  him  to  prison  by  the  officers, 
who,  if  not  able  of  themselves,  are  to  requyre  the  concurrence  of  the  neigh- 
bourhead,  who  are  heirby  ordained  to  give  the  same  obedience  to  the  executione 
of  the  constables  commands  as  the  commands  of  ane  of  the  magistrats,  under 
the  penalty  of  ane  hundreth  pounds  contained  in  the  burgess  oath  ;  and  after 
the  transgressor  is  in  prison  the  constable  is  to  delate  the  same  to  ane  of  the 
magistrats,  who  is  to  detean  him  therin  quhill  payment  be  made  if  able,  and 
if  not,  to  tak  corporall  punishment  according  to  the  magistrats  discretion 
and  the  demerit  of  the  fault.  Secondly,  He  is  to  fyne  any  persone  he  sees 
drunken  in  the  streits,  aither  inhabiter  or  stranger,  any  tyme  of  the  day  or 
night,  in  the  lyke  soume  of  fourtein  shilling  Scots  money,  to  be  disposed  of 
as  formerly.  Thirdly,  Each  constable  is  each  night  att  ten  of  the  clock  (att 
quhich  tyme  the  drum  is  ordained  to  goe  through  the  haill  toun)  to  tak  a 
turn  through  his  oun  quarter,  and  where  he  hears  any  great  noise  or  sies  hght 
he  may  search  the  samen  and  fyne  any  persone  they  sie  drunk,  and  others 
that  cannot  give  any  reasonable  accompt  of  ther  being  ther  swa  unreasonably, 
in  the  lyk  soume  of  fourtein  shilling,  and  the  landlord  in  the  double,  to  be 
disposed  of  as  formerly.  Fourthly,  That  they  tak  a  turn  tyme  about  each 
mercat  day  through  the  meall  and  shoe  mercats,  and  fyne  the  guilty  as  is 
above  set  down.  Fyftly,  That  each  fair  day  they  be  all  in  readynes  to  goe 
through  the  haill  mercats  with  ane  officer  to  attend  them,  who  is  to  advertise 
each  constable  to  succeed  to  another.     Sixtly,  That  whatever  fynes  they  exact 
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Constables. 


Anent  the 
dean  of  gild 


Constables. 


Anent  the 
mylnes. 


Ryot.     (C) 


they  bring  them  to  the  youngest  baiUie,  who  is  to  keep  ane  note  therof  and 
dispose  of  the  samen  in  manner  forsaid.  Sevinthly,  That  each  magistrats  not 
only  assist  the  constables  when  opposed,  bot  lykwayes  that  they  punish  the 
guilty  in  their  presence,  in  manner  forsaid.  Lastly,  It  is  heirby  declaired 
that  whatever  persone  opposeth  or  any  way  offeris  violence  to  any  of  the 
saids  constables  in  execution  of  their  lawfull  office,  they  sail  be  holden  as 
opposers  of  the  magistrats  themselves  and  punished  accordingly. 

Nominats  the  persones  following  to  be  constables  till  they  be  changed : 
[one  for  each  of  the  four  quarters  and  Old  Town.] 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  taking  to  ther  consideration  the  scarcity  of 
persones  within  this  burgh  for  officiating  the  office  of  dean  of  gild,  therfor 
they  heirby  declare  that  whoever  formerly  have  been  a  baillie  may,  in  tyme 
comeing,  be  elected  dean  of  gild. 

27  November,  1701. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  think  fitt  that  if  the  constables  att  any  tyme 
heirafter  hear  any  confused  noise  in  any  house  and  call  for  entrie,  that  those 
who  refuise  the  samen  shall  be  lyable  in  ten  merks  Scots,  and  the  landlord  to 
be  imprisoned  therfor  the  morrow,  to  be  divyded  in  manner  forsaid. 

4  February,  1702. 
The  counsell,  considdering  the  insufficiencie  of  the  toun  mylnes,  with  the 
great  skaith  sustained  by  the  inhabitants  therthrough,  they  have  therfor 
resolved  to  keep  the  saids  mylnes  in  ther  oun  hands  till  they  get  them  repaired 
and  the  caull  laid  new  ;  and  therfore  they  authorise  the  magistrats,  proveist 
Muir,  and  bailie  Tueidy,  to  meit  with  Andrew  Thomson  in  Galashiels,  who 
is  a  myln  wright,  and  capable  to  doe  that  work,  and  to  aggrie  with  him  in  the 
best  termes  they  can,  aither  for  the  said  Andrew  to  furnish  the  haill  materialls, 
or  for  the  toun  to  furnish  the  materiaUs,  and  the  said  Andrew  only  the 
workmanship. 

25  February,  1702. 

John  Neilsone,  being  accused  for  ryot  upon  John  Young,  and  he  haveing 
denyed  it,  it  wes  referred  to  his  oath,  and  he  deferred  it  to  John  Youngs  oath, 
who  .  ,  .  depones  that  John  Wilsone  strok  him  on  the  breast,  and  dang 
him  over  the  bedsyd.  Therafter  John  Neilsone  offered  to  prove  by  John 
Youngs  oath  that,  or  he  stirred  him,  he  shot  him  over  upon  John  Watsones 
cradle ;     quherby  the   chyld   lying  therin   might   have   endangered   if   John 
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Watsones  woman  had  not  prevented  it ;   and  that  wes  the  cause  of  his  shoot- 
ing John  Young  over. 

15  April,  1702. 

The  counsell,  taking  to  ther  consideration  that  many  of  the  burgesses  Anent  the 
are  necessarly  absent  fra  the  riding  of  the  commons,  through  Pash  fair  at^^^jj^^g 
Lanark  and  Whitsunday  fair  at  Dumblane  ;  therfor  they  think  of  it  to  alter 
the  dyet  of  ryding  the  Eschellie  common  fra  the  Teusday  after  Pasch  to  the 
third  Munday  of  Apryll  yeirly,  and  the  dyet  of  ryding  Winkstoun  and 
Hommiltoun  commons  fra  the  Munday  after  Whitsunday  to  the  third  Munday 
of  May  yeirly,  in  all  t)mie  comeing ;  and  ordaines  the  haiU  maisters  of 
familyes  to  be  acquainted  to  goe  round  the  saids  commons,  under  the  paine 
of  iyvt  merks,  and  that  none  be  admitted  in  ther  steid. 

27  April,  1702. 
The  counsell,  with  the  ten  men  joyned  to  meit  with  them  anent  theCaidmure. 
affair  of  Caidmuire,  and  the  fyve  quarter-masters,  have  unanimously  resolved 
and  heirby  enacts,  that  in  tyme  comeing  ther  sail  be  no  tilth  upon  the  hill  of 
Caidmuire,  and  that  in  regaird  therof,  the  hiU  will  be  able  to  keep  the  sheep ; 
therfor  they  think  fitt  to  augment  the  number  of  the  sheep  soumes  to  ten 
sheep  .  .  .  and  that  ilk  thrie  soume  pairt  shall  only  keep  two  soume  of 
sheep  and  ane  cow,  or  tuenty-fyve  sheep  allanerly,  and  that  ilk  persone  that 
hes  two  soume  shall  have  ten  sheep  and  a  cow,  or  fifteen  sheep.     .     .     . 

13  May,  1702. 
The    magistrats    and    counsell    ordaines    Adam    Stewart,    thesaurer,    to  Anent  the 
borrow  fyve  hundreth  merks  upon  the  tonnes  credit,  for  defraying  of  the  '"y^'^^s-     (^) 
present  necessity  of  the  tounes  works  anent  the  mylnes  and  cauld,  for  quhich 
they  will  releive  him. 

29  June,  1702. 

The  provest,  baillies,  dean  of  gild,  thesaurer,  and  counsell  of  Peebles,  Oath  of 
with  their  clerk,  procuratouris,  and  officeris,  under  subscribers,  conveined  for^^^^^  gance 
taking  the  oath  of  alleadgance  and  assurance  to  her  Majestie  Queen  Anne,  assurance 
in  obedience  to  ane  proclamatione  of  counseU,  dated  the  tuenty-fourth  ofoueen  Anne 
March  last  j'"    vij'^   and   two  yeiris,   suore   the   said  oath  of   alleadgance  as  (C) 
followes  : — We  doe  sincerely  promise  and  suear  that  we  will  be  faithfull  and 
bear  true  alleadgance  to  her  Majestie  Queen  Anne.    So  help  us  God.     [Here 
follow  the  signatures.]    Followes  the  Assurance  : — We  doe,  in  the  sincerity  of 
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parliament. 


Anent  the 
buriall  of 
the  poor. 


Wyne  and 
brandie 
sellers  and 
byers. 
(C) 


our  heart,  assert,  acknowledge,  and  declair  that  her  Majestic  Queen  Anne  is 
the  only  laufuU  undoubted  Soveraign  of  this  realme,  alseweill  de  jure,  that 
is  of  right.  Queen,  as  de  facto,  that  is  in  the  possessione  and  exercise  of  the 
government.  And  therefore,  we  doe  sincerely  and  faithfully  promise  and  engadge 
that  we  will,  with  heart  and  hand,  lyfe  and  goods,  mentain  and  defend  her 
Majesties  title  and  government  against  the  late  King  James,  his  adherents, 
and  all  other  enemies  who,  either  by  open  or  secret  attempts,  shall  disturb 
or  disquiet  her  Majestie  in  the  possessione  and  exercise  therof.  [Here  follow 
the  signatures.] 

21  September,   1702. 

The  proveist,  baillies  and  counsell  of  Peebles  haveing  qualified  themselves 
[by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Queen  Anne  and  subscribing  the  assurance] 
proceided  to  elect  their  leit  of  thrie  quhich  should  be  commissioner,  and 
Archbald  Sheills,  provest,  wes  chosen  for  the  first,  baillie  Gibsone  for  the  second, 
and  Robert  Forrester  for  the  third  ;  and  therafter,  by  the  plurality  of  voices, 
the  said  Archibald  Sheill,  proveist,  is  elected  commissioner  to  the  next  enshewing 
parliament,  and  have  subscrivit  his  commission, 

25  January,  1703. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell,  taking  to  ther  consideration  the  mean  con- 
dition of  the  toun  through  the  many  inconveinences  that  have  happened  to 
them  anent  ther  mylnes  and  caulds,  have  therfor  discharged  any  of  the 
magistrats  or  thesaurer  in  tyme  comeing  to  contribute  to  the  burying  of  the 
poor  any  maner  of  way,  it  being  the  custume  every  wher  that  the  same  is 
done  by  the  poors-money,  especially  quher  they  have  a  stock. 

24  February,  1703. 

John  Broune  [and  nine  others],  burgesses  of  Peebles,  being  accused  for 
buying  and  selling  of  Frensch  wyn  and  brandie  since  the  last  day  of  February 
j'"  vij*"  and  two  yeirs,  they  all  denyed  selling  of  any  part  therof  ;  and  being 
examined  as  to  buying  thereof,  they  allegit  that  they  never  bought  any  bot 
what  wes  called  Scots  brandie,  and  they  wer  not  guilty  of  wyn  ;  and  it  being 
referred  to  their  oaths  they  refused  to  depone,  and  therfor  holds  them  as 
confest,  and  decerns  against  ilk  ane  of  them,  conform  to  the  act  of  parhament 
made  theranent. 

William  Williamsone,  toun  clerk,  being  accused  ut  antea,  he  confest  that 
he  had  sold  ane  hogshead  of  wyn  with  which  he  got  a  transore  that  it  wes 
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Florence  wyn,  and  that  he  had  sold  some  brandie,  with  quhich  he  got  a 
transore  that  it  wes  Scots  brandie  ;  bot  being  farder  interrogat  whither  or 
not  to  his  knowledge  the  wyn  wes  Frensh  wyn  notwithstanding  of  the  transore, 
and  the  brandie  Frensh  brandie,  and  if  he  would  give  his  oath  theranent,  he 
refused  to  depone,  and  therfor  holds  him  as  confest,  and  decemes  against  him 
conform  to  the  said  act  of  parliament. 

27  September,  1703. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considdering  the  great  abuse  done  be  James  Anent 
Hall,  in  Stand-the-Loan,  against  the  tounes  quarter  masters  and  herds,  in 
abuseing  of  them  for  turning  ther  goods  of  the  touns  ground,  they  are  therfor 
resolved  to  raise  counsell  lawborrowes  against  the  said  James,  and  ordaines 
the  thesaurer  to  doe  the  samen. 

Anent  the  suppHcatione  given  in  to  the  pro  vest,  bailhes,  and  counsell  of  Act  in 
Peebles  by  William  Chambers,  deacon  of  the  weavers  of  Peebles,  for  himself  weavers, 
and  in  name  of  the  remanent  brethren  of  the  said  trade,  mentioning  that  wher, 
as  the  custome  is  in  other  burghs,  the  petitioners  have  been  in  use  yeirly, 
before  the  Michaelmes  head  court,  to  give  in  a  long  list  of  six,  out  of  which 
their  wisdomes  used  to  choose  thrie,  one  of  which  the  petitioners  were  to  elect 
as  ther  deacon  ;  by  which  custome,  as  in  other  burghs  soe  here,  the  said 
deacon  wes  constantly  a  member  of  the  counsell  till  about  threty  yeirs  since 
or  therby  the  forsaid  deacon,  through  his  own  personall  fault,  wes  extruded 
out  of  the  counsell,  and  sincesyne  ther  said  deacon  hes  never  been  admitted 
a  member  of  the  counsell ;  and  seing  it  is  mighty  hard  to  punish  a  whole 
trade  for  ones  fault  who  is  now  long  since  deceast,  therfore  beseeching  the 
saids  provest,  baillies,  and  counsell  to  repone  the  petitioners  to  ther  ancient 
custome  of  having  ther  deacon  a  constant  member  of  counsell,  according  to 
the  constitutione  of  all  burghs  within  the  natione,  as  the  said  suppHcatione 
and  desyre  therof  bears  ;  which  supplicatione  and  desyre  therof  being  con- 
sidered by  the  saids  magistrats  and  counsell,  they  doe  hereby  allow  the 
deacon  of  the  weavers,  in  all  tyme  comeing  to  be  a  counsellor,  the  forsaid 
trade  alwayes  giveing  in  ther  long  Ust  as  formerly,  and  electing  ther  deacon 
befor  the  counsel!  raeit  at  the  Michaelmes  head  court  yeirly. 

18  October,  1703. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considdering  the  prejudice  the  inhabitants  Anent  the 
of  this  burgh  sustaines  through  the  tanners  of  this  burgh,  ther  emptying  of  ^""^''^- 
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ther  stinkholles  and  others,  and  washing  of  ther  hyds  in  the  running  water 
that  serves  the  toun,  doe  therfor  discharge  any  of  them  to  empty  ther  holies 
or  wash  ther  hydes  in  any  running  water  above  the  foot  of  the  corne  milne 
dam,  under  the  paine  of  tuenty  pounds  Scots  for  ilk  transgression. 

15  November,  1703. 
Anent  The  magistrats  and  toun  counsell  of  this  burgh,  taking  to  ther  considera- 

'*tion  the  abounding  of  immoralities  within  this  burgh,  notwithstanding  of  the 
many  acts  of  parliament  maid  against  the  samen,  and  acts  of  the  toun  counsell 
of  this  burgh  following  therupon,  especially  one  daitit  the  sixth  day  of  October 
1701,  establishing  constables,  and  severall  rules  to  be  by  them  observed,  which 
act  they  doe  heirby  ratifie  and  confirm  ;  and  farder  enacts  that  each  constable 
shall  be  obleidged  to  tak  a  turn  through  the  streits  of  this  burgh  every  Sabbath 
day,  both  before  and  after  sermones,  and  tak  notice  of  all  persons  carying  any 
sort  of  burdens  or  standing  idley  upon  the  streits  or  below  staires,  or  vaging 
in  any  place  of  the  feilds,  except  in  summar  they  be  with  ther  beasts,  or  in 
winter  bringing  them  home,  and  this  made  fully  appear  to  the  said  constables, 
under  the  paine  of  fourtein  shilling  to  be  paid  by  each  found  guilty  ;  and  it 
is  further  enacted  that  all  sellers  of  drink  within  this  burgh  sell  no  drink 
within  doors  upon  the  said  day,  except  to  countrey  people  betuixt  sermones, 
or  strangers  lodging  in  their  houses  allanerly,  under  the  forsaid  penalty  of 
fourtein  shilling  to  be  paid  by  them  for  each  person  to  be  found  drinking  in 
ther  housses  as  said  is,  and  this  but  prejudice  to  the  exacting  of  the  penaltyes 
contained  in  the  acts  of  parliament  against  drunkenness  from  the  persones 
guilty  of  excessive  or  unseasonable  drinking  on  that  or  any  other  day ;  and, 
farder,  it  is  enacted  that  no  shopkeepers  sell  any  pypes,  tobacco,  candle,  or 
any  other  merchand  wair,  on  the  said  day,  except  for  use  of  the  sick  allanerly, 
and  that  under  the  forsaid  penalty  of  fourtein  shilling  ;  and,  farder,  doe 
heirby  ordaine  the  officers  and  other  inhabitants  of  this  burgh  to  obey  and 
assist  the  said  constables  in  the  laufull  execution  of  their  offices,  and  that 
under  the  paine  of  lossing  of  ther  priviledges  ;  and,  lastly,  the  said  magistrats 
and  counsell  purposeth  further  to  consider  on  such  other  methods  as  sail  be 
found  necessar  for  furder  suppressing  the  abounding  of  the  saids  immoralities. 


12  April,  1704. 
Act  anent  The  proveist,  baillies,  and  counsell     .     .     .     taking  to  ther  consideration 

that  ther  clarks   place  is  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  William  WilUamsone, 
did  therefor  elect  Balie  Gibsone,  clerk,  pro  tempore. 


the  dark. 
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The  saids  magistrats  and  counsell,  taking  to  their  serious  consideratione 
the  grate  inconveniences  that  sometymes  hath  happened,  and  further  may- 
be readdy  to  happen  by  the  sheriff  and  toune  clarkships  being  in  the  persone 
of  one  man,  they  doe  therefor,  nemine  contra  dicente,  hereby  declare  that 
heirafter  it  shall  not  be  in  the  pouer  of  the  present  or  future  magistrats  and 
counsell  to  elect  the  sheriff  clarke  of  this  shyre  to  be  the  toune  clarke  of  this 
burgh ;  and  if  it  shall  happen  that  any  persone  that  shall  be  elected  toune 
clarke  of  this  burgh,  shall  have  the  offer  of  being  sheriff  clarke,  by  his 
imbracing  of  the  samen  his  place  of  toune  clarke,  ipso  facto  and  instanter, 
falls  voide  without  respect  to  the  terme  to  which  he  was  elected  ;  and,  further, 
the  saids  magistrates  and  counsell  doe  hereby  declare  that  sutch  magistrates 
and  counsell  as  shall  offer  to  alter  this  present  act  shall  be  esteemed  enemies 
to  the  priviledges  of  this  burgh. 

The  saids  magistrates  and  counsell,  further  considering  the  necessity  of 
haveing  their  clarks  dues  regulate  now  in  this  vacancy,  doe  hereby  make  this 
following  regulatione  to  be  observed  by  their  clarke  in  all  tyme  comeing  : — 

Imo.  That  ane  infethment  of  one  tenement  with  the  pertinents  therof, 
though  acquired  from  different  authors,  shall  pay  to  the  clarke  fourtie 
shillings  Scots. 

2do.  That  tuo  tenerqents,  lying  in  distinct  places,  shall  pay  to  him  thre 
pounds  Scots. 

3tio.  That  if  the  munber  of  tenements  of  lands  holding  burgadge  exceed 
tuo,  they  shall  only  pay  foure  pounds  Scots. 

4to.  Ane  wifes  infethment  from  her  husband  in  either  of  the  cases,  shall 
pay  to  him  sexteen  shilling  eight  pennis. 

5to.  That  all  dispositiones  of  lands,  or  heritable  bonds  for  soumes  of 
money,  shall  pay  eighteen  shillings  Scots. 

6to.  That  whatever  concerns  the  toune  allenerly,  sutch  as  dispositiones, 
taks,  charters,  cess  rolls,  etc.,  shall  be  done  gratis,  without  any  allouance  to 
himself  or  his  man  as  drink  money. 

7timo.  That  whatever  claims  shall  be  pursued  befor  the  court,  either  by 
inhabitants  or  strangers,  shall  pay  one  shilling,  and  the  extract  of  the  decreit, 
three  shilling  four  pennis  Scots. 

8tavo.     That  the  registratione  of  all  bonds  shall  pay  ten  shilling  Scots. 

lOmo.     That  all  petitiones  to  the  counsell  shall  pay  one  shilling  Scots. 

And  further  ordains  thir  acts  to  be  read  in  open  court  every  Michlemiste 
day. 
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26  April,  1704. 

This  day,  ther  being  severall  petitiones  presented  to  the  counsell,  they 
alloued  of  one  from  Archibald  Sheils,  writter  in  Edinburgh  ;  ane  other  from 
James  Tod,  writter  there  ;  and  ane  third  from  James  Brotherstaines,  late 
commiser  dark  in  Peebles,  all  craving  they  may  be  admitted  dark  of  this 
burgh,  all  which  being  putt  in  the  leit,  the  counsell  proceeded  as  followes  : — 
[Archibald  Sheills  received  six  votes  ;  James  Tod,  one  ;  and  James  Brother- 
staines, ten.] 

The  counsell,  considering  the  above  votes,  they  finde  by  plurality  of  votes 
that  it  is  carried  upon  James  Brotherstaines,  and  ordaines  him  to  give  his 
bond  and  cautione  betuixt  and  the  morns  night,  under  the  paine  of  ane 
thousand  pound  Scots  for  his  faithfuU  administratione  ;  and  to  deliver  up 
all  books,  registers,  and  other  evidents,  to  the  counsell  when  they  think  fitt 
to  call  for  them  without  any  plea  or  process  of  law. 


Registers, 
warrands, 
or  others. 


Faill 
middings. 


10  May,  1704. 
The  counsell  impouers  and  appoynts  James  Brotherstaines,  there  present 
clerk,  to  receave  from  the  representatives  of  William  Williamsone,  ther  late 
clerk,  what  registers,  warrands,  or  others,  belong  to  the  toune,  and  wer  in 
his  hand  at  the  tyme  of  his  deceise,  and  give  recept  therfore,  quhilk  shall 
be  sufficient,  and  that  upon  oath  and  inventar  therof,  if  the  same  may  be 
conveniently  done. 

26  June,  1704. 
Ordaines  all  faill  middings,  or  faill  brought  in  and  laid  upon  the  streets, 
to  be  removed  against  Saturdayes  night,  and  discharges  the  bringing  in  and 
laying  doune  of  any  more  upon  the  streets,  under  the  penalty  of  five  merks, 
with  libertie  to  all  that  pleases  to  lead  them  after  the  same  tyme. 


Servants, 
brothering. 


11  December,  1704. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considering  the  inconveniencie  that  arryses 
by  the  toune  servantis  brothering  stranger  incoming  servantis,  and  the 
extravagancie  committed  therby,  doe  for  the  future  discharge  any  of  the 
servantis  within  this  burgh  to  brother  any  of  the  incoming  servantis  till 
after  their  first  half-years  service,  and  therafter  not  to  brother  them  above 
a  merk  piece,  under  the  paine  of  ten  merkis  to  the  contraveeneris. 
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8  January,  1705, 
The  counsell  nominats  William  Vetch,  wrytter  in  Edinburgh,  as  trustie  Agent  at 
in  any  affaires  belonging  to  the  toune,  and  as  their  agent  for  the  same  at      ^'^  "^^  ' 
Edinburgh,  and  allowes  tuenty-four  pounds  Scotts  to  him  yearly  of  sellary. 

March,  1705. 
The  counsell  impoueris  the  magistrats  to  give  instructions  to  William  Stand  of 
Veitch,  ther  agent  att  Edinburgh,  to  apply  to  secret  counsell,  or  any  other 
judicatory  or  persone  proper,  for  fourty  stand  of  arms,  for  the  use  of  this 
burgh,  being  altogether  armless,  conforme  to  the  custome  of  other  brughis. 

1  October,  1705. 
The  counsell  discharges  any  merchant  or  inhabitant  within  this  burgh  to  Worsett  or 
take  or  carry  any  worsett  or  yearne  to  Mussellburgh,  Dalkeith,  or  elswher,  y^^™®- 
ten  dayes  before  any  of  the  fairs  here,  that  strangers  may  not  be  hindred  to 
come  and  buy  here,  and  therby  wrang  the  change  and  benefite  of  the  burgh, 
under  the  paine  of  ten  pundis  Scottis  to  each  contravener. 

12  November,  1705. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell,  taking  to  their  consideration  how  advan-Anent 
tageous  it  may  be  to  the  place  and  countrey  that  candlemakers  be  allowed  ^^jjgj.g 
to  sett  up  here,  wherof  the  toun  have  been  alwayes  scarce,  and  sometjnnes 
without  any  at  all,  for  encouradgeing  wherof  doe  therfore  approve  of  David 
Hodge,  dean  of  gild,  his  upsetting  of  that  trade  of  candlemaker ;  and 
authorizes  and  allowes  him  to  continow  therin,  with  and  under  this  express 
qwality  and  provision  that  he  nor  John  Stevensone,  merchant,  or  otheres  in 
co-partnery  with  them,  shall  not  sell  or  retaill  any  candle  below  half  a  stone, 
either  in  this  burgh  or  landwart  except  to  merchantis,  and  that  they  shall 
not  sell  to  the  countrey  under  the  pryce  as  the  merchantis  sell,  to  wrong  them 
in  their  trade  of  merchandising  in  candle  ;  and  for  that  effect  discharges  the 
said  David  Hodge  and  John  Stevensone  to  make  any  candle  till  Fryday  next, 
and  ordaines  them  betwixt  and  that  tyme  to  inact  themselves  and  find  caution 
in  the  toune  court-bookis,  that  they  shall  not  sell  or  retaill  in  maner  forsaid 
under  the  paine  of  ane  hundred  pundis  Scottis  for  each  transgressione  ;  and 
discharges  Thomas  Cork,  candlemaker,  to  mak  as  aforsaid,  ay  and  quhiU  he 
find  cautione  in  the  same  termes  with  David  Hodge  and  John  Stevensone,  as 
is  particularly  above  sett  doune. 


Act  anent 
stink  and 
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17  December,  1705. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considering  the  great  abuse  sustained  by  the 

lym  holes       inhabitants   by   the   tanners,    their   stink   and   lyme   hollis   betwixt   the   two 

betuix  watteris  on  Athelstone  at  the  Tree  bridges,   they  ordaine  the  tanneris  and 

Pebles  water.  ^     •  j 

shoemakeris  to  remove  their  haill  stink  and  tann  holUs  from  that  watter 

betwixt  and  Whitsunday  next ;    and  discharges  them  to  wash  or  steep  in 

that  watter  after  that  tyme  in  all  tyme  coming  therafter,  and  allowes  them  to  set 

hoUis  elswher  most  convenient  at  the  sight  of  the  magistrats,  they  putting 

close  Udds  upon  said  holUs,  and  that  under  the  penalty  of  forty  punds  Scotts. 

23  September,  1706. 

Act  The  counsell,  having  considered  the  circumstances  of  the  toune  by  the 

commis-         charges  of  the  representatives  in  parliament,  doe  therefore  restrict  the  com- 

sioners  dues,  missioners  dues  therto  from  fourtie  shilhng  a  day  to  thretie  shilling  per  diem 

Scots,  except  that  the  sederunt  of  parHament   doe  only  continou  for  twentie 

dayes  tyme,  in  which  caice  he  is  to  have  his  ordinar  allowance  of  fourtie 

shiUings  per  day. 

30  September,  1706. 

Anent  John  The  magistrats  and  counsell  refuses  to  take  in  John  Guthrie,  deacon  of 

the  weaveris,  to  be  a  counsellor,  in  regard  he  is  superannwat  and  dazed  and 
altogether  dull  of  hearing,  and  so  unfit. 

7  October,  1706. 
Act  of  Ane  act  of  the  burrowes  anent  taking  away  any  difference  betwixt  the 

disputed  burgh  and  burgesses,  read  and  ordered  to  be  recorded,  quharof  the  tenor 
questions.  follows  :  [Here  follows  act  of  convention,  dated  8  July,  1706,  providing  for 
disputed  questions  being  referred  to  and  settled  by  the  convention.  Con- 
vention Records  IV.,  pp.  394-5].  Extracted  furth  of  the  records  of  the 
Royall  Burrows,  by  Mr.  Adam  Watt,  toune  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  and  conjunct 
generall  clerk  to  the  Royall  Burrows.  (Signed)  Adam  Watt. 
Law-  The  magistrats  and  counsell  doe  hereby  discharge  any  of  the  burgesses 

or  inhabitantis  within  this  burgh,  after  the  date  hereof,  to  raise  or  intent  any 
proces  or  lawborrowes  against  otheris  within  the  same  befor  any  judge  or 
judicatorie  except  the  saids  magistrats,  under  the  paine  of  f5A^e  merkis  Scottis 
to  each  contraveener,  toties  quoties,  and  the  loss  of  their  freedome  within  this 
burgh,  and  ordaines  thir  presentis  to  be  intimate  by  tuk  of  drum,  that  non 
pretend  ignorance. 
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24  October,  1706. 
Nominatis  proves!  Tweedie  commissioner  for  this  burgh  to  the  generall  Commis- 
convention  of  royall  burrowes  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  the  tuenty-nynth  day  convention, 
of  October  instant,  in  pursuance  of  ane  act  of  the  saidis  royall  burrowes, 
dated  the  eight  of  Jully  last,  recomending  to  Sir  Sammwell  M'Clellan,  present 
provest  of  Edinburgh,  to  call  the  said  convention  incase  the  great  conceme 
of  the  Union  with  England  should  happen  to  be  laid  befor  and  considered  by 
the  parhament,  and  a  letter  from  the  said  Sir  Sammwell  M'Clellan  wreit  to 
them    theranent ;     and    appoyntis    the    clerk    to    extend    his    commissione 
accordingly. 

29  November,  1706. 

Anent  the  petitione  given  in  to  the  provost,  baillies,  and  counsell  oi^^f^ . 
Peebles,  be  James  Fairbairn,  shoemaker  ther,  mentioning  that  quhar  ther  hollis  at 
wisdomes  by  act  thought  fitt  to  remove  the  tann  hollis  from  Athleston  ^*^^ls*°^ 
Watter,  and  in  obedience  therto  he  sett  them  doune  in  Tweed  Green  at  ther 
wisdomes  appointment ;  but,  after  tryall,  it  appears  that  nochtwithstanding 
of  the  great  trouble  and  expens  he  hes  been  att,  those  new  hollis  are  altogether 
useles,  in  regaird  that  quhen  the  watter  ryses  the  holes  are  overflowen,  and 
in  tyme  of  drouth  noe  watter  will  stay  within  them,  so  that  his  leather  is 
lyklie  to  perish  ;  therfor  beseeching  their  wisdomes  to  allow  him  the  old  hollis 
at  Athleston  Watter,  and  he  should  enact  himself  not  to  wash  or  throw  out 
anything  quhairby  the  watter  may  be  wronged,  or  the  inhabitantis  receave 
damadge  or  be  abused,  and  obhdge  himself  within  year  and  day  to  build  a 
stone  and  lyme  dyke  sex  quart eris  high  about  them,  to  keep  all  persones 
from  skaith,  under  the  paine  of  ane  hundred  punds  Scottis,  and  till  that  be 
done  should  putt  closs  liddis  on  them,  quhairby  the  petitioner  wold  be  saved 
from  utter  ruine,  as  the  petitione  bearis  ;  which  being  considered  by  the  saids 
magistrats  and  counsell,  they  allow  the  petitioner  the  old  hoUis  at  Athleston 
Watter,  he  enacting  himself  in  the  termes  of  his  petitione,  reserveing  to  the 
counsell  to  alter  him,  in  case  of  abuse  or  complaint,  as  they  see  cause. 

20  August,  non. 

The  counsell,  in  regaird  WiUiam  Rankine  refused  to  keep  the  keyes  of  Keeper  of 
tolbooth    and   James   Robertsone,   prisoner,  without  another  officer  present 
with  him,  albeit  John  Hunter,  officer,  had  keeped  him  eight  or  ten  dayes  befor 
without  ony  help,  and  layd  doune  the  keyes  upon  the  counsell  table  in  their 
presence  to  the  provost,  which  they  look  upon  as  a  great  slight,  affront  and 
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Collonell 
George 
Douglas, 
commis- 


Earle  of 
March. 


Commission 
for  electing 
member. 


Harbouring 
or  resetting 
persons. 


contempt  from  their  oune  officer,  they  nominat  and  elect  Andrew  Vetch  in 
his  room  and  place,  till  Michaellmes  next. 

14  April,  1708. 

The  magistrats  and  councill  of  Peebles,  being  conveened,  have  resolved 
to  elect  Collonell  George  Douglas,  brother  german  to  the  earle  of  Mortoun, 
commissioner  to  the  first  British  parliament  nixt  to  sitt,  so  far  as  their  vote 
can  make  him,  and  resolves  and  authorizes  the  persone  who  shall  represent 
them  at  one  of  the  four  brughs,  in  order  to  ellect  a  member  to  the  parliament 
forsaid,  to  vote  for  the  said  Collonell  George  Douglas,  for  their  pairt  and  non 
other,  the  counsel!  adhereing  to  him  allennerly,  he  standing  by  church  and 
state  as  now  established,  serveing  gratis,  and  walking  by  instructions. 

The  magistrats  and  councill,  considdering  that  Alexander  Horsbrugh  of 
that  ilk,  factor  to  William  earle  of  March,  hath  in  the  said  earls  name  made 
offer  to  them  of  ane  piece  of  silver  plate,  to  be  run  for  in  the  Whythaugh 
Muir,  at  Beltoun  nixt,  provydeing  they  will  putt  on  the  said  earles  christ  and 
motto  on  there  plate  hereafter,  besyde  ther  oun  arms,  they  unanimously 
declare  that  they  will  not  refuse  but  accept  of  the  earles  complement,  and 
shall  allow  his  lordships  christ  and  moto  to  be  putt  on  besyde  their  oun  arms 
whensoever  they  think  fitt  to  put  on  a  plate,  dureing  the  present  earles  his 
lordships  keeping  in  inteir  friendship  with  the  toun,  as  they  incline  to  be  with 
his  lordship,  and  pajdng  alwayes  for  putting  on  his  said  arms. 

24  May,  1708. 
The  councill,  being  befor  qualified  by  taking  and  subscryving  the  oath  of 
abjuration  conforme  to  the  act  of  parhament  of  Great  Brittain,  have  chosen 
Robert  Forrester,  present  provost  of  Peebles,  thdr  commissioner  to  meet  with 
the  other  commissioneris  of  the  burghs  of  the  district,  at  Linlithgow,  now  the 
presiding  burgh  of  their  district,  upon  the  twenty-sixt  day  of  May  instant, 
and  then  to  choose  their  burges  for  the  parhament  of  Great  Brittain,  to  be 
held  at  Westminster  on  the  eight  day  of  JuUy  next,  and  authorizes  the 
proveist  to  vote  for  Lord  Douglas  for  their  pairt,  and  the  clerk  to  extend  the 
commission. 

18  August,  1708. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considering  that  the  royall  burrowes,  mett 
att  Edinburgh  in  Jully  last,  past  ane  act  that  the  severall  burghs  within  this 
kingdome  should  not  resett  or  harbour  any  persones  bot  such  as  could  give 
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a  good  account  of  themselves,  and  should  find  cautione  that  they  should  not 
be  troublesome  or  burdensome  to  the  burghs,  under  the  paine  of  ane  hundred 
pundis  Scottis,  doe  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  prohibit  and  discharge  any 
of  the  inhabitantis  and  burgesses  within  this  burgh  to  harbour  or  resett  any 
persone  within  the  samen  unles  they  be  instruct^  and  find  cautione  in  maner 
forsaid,  under  the  forsaid  penalty  and  loss  of  their  freedome,  and  discharges 
any  vagrants. 

The  provost   also   acquainted  them   in   counsell   that   every  burgh   wes  W^eights  and 
appointed  by  the  conventione  to  buy  a  stand  of  weights  and  measures  against  "Measures. 
Mertinmes  next,  and  recomended  to  the  thesaurer  to  buy  the  samen. 

3  November,  1708. 

This  day,  the  provost  represented  to  the  counsell  that  John  Hunter,  ane  Prisoners  in 
of  their  officers,  was  notoriouslie  drunk  upon  Satumday  last  at  twelve  o'clock  ^^^"^^^  ^°1^' 
at  night,  with  the  prisoners  in  the  theives  hole,  and  left  a  hght  behind  him,  suspended, 
which  was  the  occasione  of  the  theives  burning  both  the  doors,  and  the  whole 
toun  was  in  danger,  they  suspend  him  from  his  office  duering  pleasure,  and 
furder  ordaines  him  to  make  the  doors  sufficient,  to  the  terrours  of  others  to 
commit  the  Mke  in  tyme  comeing  ;   and  farder  ordaines  all  the  officers  to  waitt 
upon  any  prisoner  that  shall  hereafter  be  in  prison  in  all  tyme  comeing,  under 
the  pain  of  ane  hundred  pounds  Scots,  toties  quoties,  to  be  payed  be  any  of 
them  that  shall  be  absent. 

10  November,  1708. 

The  counsell  ordaines  their  thesaurer  to  take  the  iron  chain  off  Tweed  Tweed 
bridge  in  order  to  make  ane  iron  door  for  the  thieves  hole,  and  appoints  him  thieves  hole, 
to  buy  what  furder  iron  the  samen  needs  in  order  to  compleat  the  same. 

17  November,  1708. 
The  counsell  ordaines  the  dean  of  gild  to  buy  a  quarter  weight  of  the  Weight  and 
English  standart,  and  the  eln  conforme  to  the  same  standart.  measure. 

15  January,  1709. 
The  counsell  having  visited  the  great  breach  made  in  the  cauld,  theyCauld, 
find  the  same  cannot  be  made  up  at  this  season  of  the  year,  but  allowes  the^^fi^*°" 
thesaurer  to  imploy  workmen  for  bringing  and  keeping  in  of  Athleston  Watter 
to  the  millis,  that  they  may  be  keept  going,  reserving  to  the  wholl  counsellis 
consideratione  wliither  the  tacksman  or  toune  shall  pay  the  expensses. 
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Cauld, 
mylns, 
Haystoun 
mylne. 


31  Janimry,  1709. 
The  counsel!,  in  respect  of  a  second  breach  made  in  the  cauld,  whereby 
the  mylns  are  altogither  without  watter,  and  that  the  girst  may  not  be 
imbasiled,  they  doe  appoint  the  haill  inhabitants  to  grind  their  corns  and 
malt  att  Haystoune  mylne  till  the  touns  mylns  be  putt  a-goeing,  certifieing 
such  as  shall  goe  by  the  said  mylne  shall  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  Scotts, 
and  be  lyable  for  abstracting  multure,  and  ordaines  the  samen  to  be  intimate 
by  tuck  of  drum,  that  non  pretend  ignorance. 


1  March,  1709. 
Provost,  The  counsell  commisionats  provost  Forrester  to  goe  to  Edinburgh  and 

Tweed.  qualifie  himself  as  justice  of  peace,  being  the  eldest  magistrat  and  sells  noe 

drink,  conforme  to  the  act  of  parhament ;  and  to  consult  ane  able  lawyer 
about  the  tounes  right  of  fishing  upon  Tweed,  how  far  the  same  may  goe, 
and  how  the  same  shall  be  mentained,  and  to  advyse  what  proces  shall  be 
proper  to  be  intentit  against  such  as  have  interrupted  them,  not  only  in  the 
said  fishing  bot  in  the  tounes  owne  ground  and  priviledges  at  the  burgh,  by 
taking  and  cutting  their  netts  in  their  owne  hous  and  upon  their  proper  feild 
and  bridge,  and  beatting  them  within  doors,  and  setting  the  watter  quhair 
they  have  liberty  to  fish,  and  upon  such  other  affairis  as  may  occurr  to  the 
provost  needfuU  at  the  tyme  for  the  tounes  priviledges,  upon  the  toune 
expense. 


Rights  and 
priviledges. 


16  March,  1709. 
The  counsell  ordaines  their  clerk  to  write  in  to  William  Veitch,   their 
agent,  to  raise  a  summonds  of  declarator  of  the  touns  rights  and  priviledges 
with  the  first  occasione. 


Schooll 
doctour. 


21  March,  1709. 
The  counsell,  finding  that  the  most  knowing  part  of  the  inhabitantes 
are  inclyned  ther  should  be  a  sclent  master  of  arts  brought  in  to  be  their 
schooU  doctour,  in  plaice  of  Robert  Robertsone,  their  late  schooll  doctour, 
who  is  now  a  dyeing,  they  unanimously  aggre  to  have  a  master  of  arts  to  bee 
their  school  doctour,  and  give  him  fyve  pound  sterline  yearly,  and  a  free  house 
or  chamber,  besyd  the  old  casuaHties,  for  improveing  their  schooll,  and  recom- 
mends to  the  provost  to  wrytt  to  their  agent  to  trye  for  ane. 
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1  April,  1709. 
The  councill  appoints  there  thesaurer  to  provyde  coats  to  the  officers  Coats  to 
against  Beltane  next,  and  they  are  not  to  make  use  of  them  but  upon  the 
Sabbath  and  marcat  dayes,  and  other  pubUct  occasiones. 

28  April,  1709. 
William  Sympsone,  schoollm  aster  in  Potterraw,  having  come  out  andSchooll 
being  tryed  by  the  schoolmaster  here,  both  as  to  his  wrytting,  arithmetick, 
and  Latine,  in  presence  of  the  magistrats,  they  find  him  sufficiently  qualified 
to  serve  as  school!  doctor,  and  are  weill  pleased  with  him,  and  have  aggreed 
with  him  as  that  doctor  for  a  year  or  longer,  as  the  counsel!  pleases,  in  the 
termes  of  the  act  of  counsell ;  and  the  said  William  Sympsone,  in  toaken  of 
his  acceptance,  hes  subscrivit  thir  presentis,  and  oblidges  himself  to  enter  as 
school  doctor  to  this  schooll  against  Whittsunday  next,  only  desyred  the 
counsell  wold  be  at  the  expenss  of  bringing  out  his  plenishing,  and  referred 
him  to  the  counsell  theranent.     (Signed)     William  Simpson. 

11  August,  1710. 

The  magistrats  and  counsell,  considering  the  great  abuse  done  to  the  Pease  and 
greatest  part  of  the  burgesses  and  inhabitantis  within  this  burgh,  in  abuseing  ^^^^  ^' 
and  stealling  of  their  pease,  and  loaning  doune  their  yeards,  and  stealling 
their  kaill,  which  is  prevented  and  strictly  punished  in  other  places,  with  the 
severall  complaints  made  theranent,  doe  therfor  prohibit  and  discharge  any 
persone  within  this  burgh  for  hereafter  to  goe  to  or  be  seen  in  any  of  their 
neighbourss  pease  or  yeards,  abuseing  or  stealling  any  part  therof,  under  the 
paine  of  fourty  shilling  Scotts  money,  toties  quoties  ;  parentis  to  be  lyeable 
for  their  children,  masteris  for  their  servantis,  and  neutrall  persones  for  them- 
selves, without  any  mitigatione  ;  and  ordaines  the  drummer  to  intimat  thir 
presentis  instantly  by  tuke  of  drum,  or  els  to  lose  his  place.  Sic  subscribiiur, 
Jo.  Broune. 

6  October,  1710. 

The  counsell  electis,  for  the  gildrie  counsell,  this  ensewing  year: — JamesGildrie 
Neillsone,  Robert  Forrester,  younger,  James  Tueedie,  Thomas  Hope,  James '^°""^^"' 
Greive,  and  James  Law,  for  the  merchantis  ;  James  Hope,  for  the  shoemakeris ; 
John  Murray,  for  the  wrightis  ;  James  Wyllie,  for  the  weaveris ;  Thomas  Smith, 
for  the  smithis  ;  William  Renuick,  for  the  couparis  ;  and  William  Brotherstaines, 
for  the  flesheouris  ;  John  Jonkisone,  dean  of  guild  bailie. 
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Commis- 
sioner for 
electing 
member. 


14  October,  1710. 
The  counsell  nominatis  John  Frier,  baihe,  commissioner  for  this  burgh  to  goe 
to  Selkirk  and  meett  with  the  other  commissioneris  of  burghs  in  this  district, 
upon  the  tuenty-seventh  day  of  October  instant,  in  order  to  the  choosing  of  a 
burgess,  to  represent  in  parhament,  to  be  held  at  Westminster  the  25th 
November  next,  conforme  to  the  shirreffis  precept  direct  to  magistrats  thereanent 
and  the  wrytt  from  the  chancery,  and  ordaines  the  clerk  to  extend  the 
commissione  in  forme. 


Commis- 
sioner 
for  electing 
member  for 
shire. 


1  November,  1710. 
The  magistrates  and  counsell  of  this  burgh,  considering  that  the  provosts 
of  this  burgh  have  allwayes  been  in  use  as  barronis  and  freeholderis  of  Sheill- 
green  or  Cademure,  or  other  landis  quhairinto  the  toune  hes  a  right,  to  meet 
and  vote  for  a  commissioner  to  bygone  parliaments,  with  the  other  barronis 
and  freeholderis  of  this  shyre,  and  that  ther  is  a  meeting  of  the  saids  barronis, 
upon  the  third  day  of  November  instant,  for  choosing  a  knight  to  represent  this 
shyre  of  Peebles  in  the  ensewing  parliament,  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Westminster 
upon  the  tuenty-fyft  day  of  November  next ;  doe  nominat  and  appoint  John 
Brown,  present  provost  of  Peebles,  as  baron  of  Sheillgreen  or  Caidmure,  to 
meet  with  the  other  barronis  of  the  said  shyre,  and  there  vote  for  a  knight 
to  represent  the  shyre  of  Peebles  in  the  said  ensewing  parliament ;  and 
ordaines  the  clerk  to  extend  his  commissione,  and  this  shall  be  his  warrand. 
(Signed  by  twelve  members  of  the  Town  Council.) 


Wrights, 

wooden 

work. 


8  January,  1711. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  of  this  burgh,  haveing  considered  a  petition 
given  in  to  them  be  William  Hislop  and  John  Murray,  wrights,  for  themselves 
and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  rest  of  the  said  incorporation,  complaining  that 
severall  of  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  did  imploy  countrey  wrights  to  make 
wooden  work,  and  bring  them  into  the  town  to  sett  the  same  up,  wherby  they 
wer  not  in  a  condition  either  to  mentain  their  famillies  or  pay  publict  burdens, 
doe,  for  preventing  the  lyke  prejudice  in  tyme  comeing,  prohibit  and  discharge 
any  of  the  inhabitants  within  this  burgh  to  imploy  any  countrey  wrights  for 
their  wright  work,  bot  to  imploy  the  toune  wrightis,  provyding  they  serve  the 
inhabitantis  alse  weill  and  alse  cheap,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  punds  Scottis, 
Mies  quoties,  and  ordaines  the  same  to  be  intimate  by  tuke  of  drum. 
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26  January,  1711. 

Discharges  the  Michaellmes  dinner  at  the  electione  to  exceed  ten  pundis  Michaellmes 
besyd  the  two  sheep  from  Sheillgreen,  otherwayes  the  provost  for  the  tyme 
to  loss  to  the  overplus. 

The  counsell  commissi onatis  John  Frier,  ane  of  the  present  baillies,  toManufac- 
goe  to  Edinburgh,  and  concert  by  advyce  what  proposallis  are  made  or  ^.re  ^^^^^^^^jj 
proper  to  be  made  anent  the  manufactures  of  course  wooll,  conforme  to  the 
advertisementis  in  the  public  prints,  from  the  right  honourable  the  barrons 
of  exchequer  theranent,  and  report  upon  the  termes  therof. 

19  February,  1711. 
The  counsell,  being  full,  and  haveing  taken  to  their  consideratione  the  School- 
decay  of  their  schooU,  they  have  thought  fiitt,  by  plurality  of  voices,  that  the  "^^s*^^* 
provost  and  the  two  bailhes  should  goe  and  acquaint  their  present  school- 
master, Mr.  John  WilUamsone,  to  provyde  for  himself e  betuixt  and  the  terme 
of  Whitsunday  nixt. 

21  March,  1711. 

The  counsell  alloues  the  thesaurer  to  provyde  the  officers  with  redd  coats.  Redd  coats. 
not  exceeding  four  ellis  the  piece,  against  Beltan  nixt,  and  make  them  on 
their  aune  charge,  and  tuo  shillings  sterling  for  each  of  their  lyningis,  quhich 
the  toune  is  to  pay  besyd  their  faceingis. 

19  April,  1711. 
Mr.  Archibald  Mitchell,  a  persone  Uscenced  to  preach  by  the  presbitery  Mr.  Archi- 
of  Biggar,  whom  the  magistrats  and  counsell,  by  plurality  of  voices,  have  g(,j^Qo^. 
though  fitt  to  be  their  schooUmaster,  after  haveing  des5n-ed  the  presbitery  of  master. 
Peebles  to  make  choyce  of  two  or  three  of  their  number  to  examine  him,  and 
the  presbitery  haveing  refused,  or  at  least  delayed  to  examine  him  till  the  last 
day  of  May  next,  quhich  is  threettie  dayes  after  the  day  of  his  entrie  to  the 
schooll,  and  lykwayes  designed  his  examinatione  to  be  at  Traqwair,  and  not 
at  Peebles,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  tounes  priviledges,  being  the  cheiff 
burgh  of  the  shy  re,   and  head  seatt  of  the  presbiterie,  the  tounes  schooll - 
masters  being  aUwayes  examined  in  their  oune  chappell  or  councill-hous,  in 
presence  of  the  magistrats  and  counseU  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  think 
fitt  to  be  there,   who  must   be  satisfied,   cuid  consequently  the   presbiterie 
inclining  to  alter  the  old  method  of  examining  their  schooUmasters,  which 
may  in  tyme  waken  the  tounes  right  of  patronadge  and  presentation  of  their 
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schoolknaster  hereafter ;  whenipon  baillie  Frier  took  instrumentis  against 
them  the  said  presbitery,  and  protested  that  they  might  either  call  a  presbi- 
tery  pro  re  nata,  that  the  said  Mr.  Mitchell  might  be  examined  betuixt  and 
the  first  day  of  May  nixt,  or  otherwayes  wold  name  two  or  three  to  the  same 
their  present  meeting,  els  the  toune  wold  admitt  the  said  Mr.  Mitchell  to  their 
school  against  the  said  first  day  of  May  ;  and  therupon  took  instrumentis  in 
the  hands  of  James  Brotherstaines,  toune  clerk  ;  have  therfor  admitted  and 
receaved,  and  hereby  admittis  and  receaves,  the  said  Mr.  Archibald  Mitchell 
to  be  their  schoollmaster  of  the  school  of  Peebles  from  the  first  day  of  May 
next  to  come  to  the  first  day  of  May  j'"  vij'""  and  tuelve  years,  for  the  soume 
of  ane  hundreth  and  fourty-sex  pounds  three ttein  shilling  four  pennies  of 
modified  stipend  .  .  .  with  the  chamber  possesst  by  Mr.  John  Williamsone, 
present  schoollmaster,  with  tuenty  loads  of  peets  and  ten  loads  of  coallis  to  be 
laid  into  his  chamber,  and  that  for  all  other  dewtie  and  casuality  to  be  payd 
by  the  provost,  baillies,  and  counsell  of  the  said  burgh  for  all  the  children 
belonging  to  burgesses  and  inhabitantis  heirin,  and  for  the  landward  children 
leaves  it  to  the  benevolence  of  the  parents  as  they  and  he  can  aggree,  he  not 
exacting  mor  of  them  as  threetein  shilling  4d.,  except  it  be  their  oun  good 
will.  [The  other  conditions  are  similar  to  those  in  previous  appointments. 
It  is  provided  that  the  schoolmaster  '  take  particular  notice  of  their  (the 
children)  keeping  within  dooris  upon  the  Lords  day  in  the  afternoon  ;  ']  And  it  is 
hereby  provydit  and  declared  that  in  case  the  said  Mr.  Archibald  Mitchell  shall 
happen,  at  any  t5ane  during  his  service  of  the  cure  forsaid,  to  make  use  of  the 
work  of  the  holy  ministrie  then  at  the  same  tyme,  altho  it  shall  be  in  the 
middle  of  terms  [it  shall  be]  in  the  pouer  of  the  councill  of  the  said  burgh  to 
depryve  him  of  the  said  office  and  benefice  therof,  without  their  leave  and 
consent.     (Signed)    Archibald  Mitchel. 

25  June,  1711. 
Visitatione  The  counsell  commissionatis  John  Tueedie,  late  provost  of  Peebles,  and 

of  paroch.      Robert  Forrester,  present  thesaurer  there,  to  goe  to  Lyne  next  presbitery  day, 

and  there  crave  a  visitatione  of  the  paroch  of  Peebles,   quhich  hes  been 

neglected,  with  their  first  conveniencie. 


16  July,  1711. 
Minister.  The  counsell  commissionats  John  Hendersone,  dean  of  gild,  and  Robert 

Forrester,  thesaurer,  to  present  the  grevances  drawen  up  against  Mr.  Thomsone, 
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minister  here,  in  their  name  for  themselves  and  as  representing  the  community 
of  the  burgh,  to  the  presbitery  against  Wednesday  next,  and  endeavour  to 
gett  the  same  fully  discust,  and  if  need  be  to  appeall  to  the  next  synod  or 
generall  assembly. 

14  November,  1711. 

The  counsell,  having  heard  a  petitione  given  in  to  them  be  William  School! 
Sympsone,  schoolldoctor,  against  Mr.  Archbald  Mitchell,  schoollmaster,  com- ^^^^^^^  ^'^^^ 
plaining  of  the  bad  useage  he  mett  with  from  him,  and  having  heard  both 
parties  fully  in  their  presence,  they  ordained  Mr.  Mitchell  to  have  the  correctione 
and  teaching  of  these  in  Latine,  and  the  schoolldoctor  to  have  the  teaching 
and  correcting  of  these  in  EngHsh,  wrytting,  and  learning  arithmetick  ;  and 
discharged  ather  of  them  to  medle  with  others  therin  hereafter,  bot  to  live 
peaceably  togither,  and  therby  give  a  good  example  to  the  children  under 
their  care,  least  otherwayes  the  schooU  may  be  ruined  thereby ;  certifieing 
either  of  them  that  whoever  shall  be  found  faulty  or  in  the  wrong  hereafter, 
shall  be  removed  from  their  places  against  Candlemes  next  without  farder 
delay,  or  whenever  any  contest  shall  fall  out,  without  remeid. 

The  counsell  nominats  the  persones  following  to  be  birlamen  for  this  Birlamen. 
ensewing  year  : — John  S3aiipsone,   for  the  east  qwarter ;    John  Veitch,   for 
the    south-west    qwarter ;     WilUam    Renuick,    for    the    north-west    qwarter  ; 
William    Maine,   for   the    Northgate ;     and  Walter    Patersone,   for  the   Old 
Toune. 

5  January,  1712. 
The  magistrats   and   counsell  of  this  burgh,  considenng  that  there  is  a  Commission 

wrytt  direct  furth  of  her  Majesties  court  of  chancery  to  the  shirreff  of  Peibles  ^°^  electing 
•^  .  ••  -^  member  for 

and  his  deput  for  electing  a  commissioner  or  knight  for  this  shyre  of  Peebles,  shire. 

to  serve  this  current  parliament,  in  regaird  that  Mr.  Alexander  Murray  of 

Stenhope,  who  wes  last  elected  commissioner  for  representing  this  sh5n-e  in 

this  present  parliament,  being  nominated  and  appoynted  by  a  commission 

granted  by  her  Majestie,  could  not  sitt  and  vott  unless  he  wer  of  new  elected, 

and  that  the  said  shirreff,  by  his  precept,  hes  appoynted,  conforme  to  the 

said  wrytt,  the  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  the  said  shyre  of  Peebles  for 

choosing  the  said  commissioner  to  be  upon  Tewsday  the  eight  day  of  J  an  wary 

nixt,    doe   therfor   nominatt   and   appoynt   John   Frier,    present    provest   of 

Peebles,  as  barron  of  Cademure,  Venlaw,  Sheillgreen,  or  other  lands  contained 

in  thair  chartowris,  to  meet  with  the  other  barrons  and  freeholderis  of  this  shyre 
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Schooll- 
m  aster  and 
schooll- 
doctor. 


SchooU- 
master. 


Schooll- 
doctor. 


Counseller 
demitted. 


the  said  day,  and  ther  vote  for  a  knight  to  represent  the  said  shyre  of  Peebles 
this  present  parliament. 

12  March,  1712. 
The  magistrats  and  counsell  of  the  burgh,  considering  that  Mr.  Archibald 
Mitchell,  schooUm aster,  and  William  Simson,  schoolldoctor,  cannot  aggree, 
and  that  Mr.  Mitchell  did  turne  the  schoolldoctor  out  at  door  and  beat  him, 
as  also  the  said  Mr.  Mitchell,  when  sent  for  to  baillie  Henderson,  disouned  the 
magistrats  authority,  and  abused  the  provest  and  beat  him,  and  that  by  a 
late  act  of  counsell  it  wes  provyded  that  incase  the  said  Mr.  Mitchell  and  his 
schoolldoctor  should  disaggree  after  the  said  act,  then  they  should  be  removed 
from  their  places  without  remeed  ;  and  the  said  schoollmaster  and  schooldoctor 
having  such  riots  and  divisions  that  the  toune  schooll  is  therby  broken,  and 
the  magistrats  authority  and  tounes  interest  affronted,  doe  therfore  remove 
the  said  Mr.  Archbald  Mitchell  and  William  Simsone,  schoollmaster  and 
schoolldoctor,  from  their  severall  places,  and  declare  the  said  schooll  vaccant 
from  the  date  hereof,  and  discharge  them  both  from  uplifting  any  of  the 
emoluments  and  casualities  of  the  said  schooll  after  that  day  ;  and  ordaines 
the  keyes  of  the  schooll  and  schoollmasters  hous  to  be  instantly  delivered  up 
to  the  counsell,  that  they  may  supply  the  school  as  soon  as  possible  with  a 
qualified  schoollmaster  and  doctor,  who  will  live  in  peace  and  concord,  that 
ther  may  be  a  flourishing  schooll. 

19  March,  1712. 

[It  was  agreed  that  '  Mr.  Wilsone,'  who  applied  for  the  schooUmastership] 
should  have  a  tryalle  till  Beltan  next,  which  wes  the  ordinar  terme  of  entry, 
to  supply  the  present  vacancie  of  the  schooll,  that  the  boyes  may  not  be  idle, 
[and  he  was  then  to  be]  examined  by  such  person  or  persons  as  the  counsell 
shall  nominatt,  and  incase  he  be  not  found  qwalified  is  not  to  continow  longer, 
and  incaise  he  be  qwahfied  is  to  continow  from  tyme  to  tyme  during  the 
counseUis  pleasure.     .     .     . 

The  counsell  repones  William  Sympsone  as  schoolldoctor  till  Beltan  next, 
being  subject  and  subservient  to  the  present  schoolmaster  for  said  space,  and 
thairafter  in  case  of  good  agreement  during  pleasure  allanarly  and  his  good 
behaviour. 

Robert  Stewart,  at  the  passing  this  act  anent  the  schoolldoctor,  demitted 
his  place  of  counseller,  and  declared  he  wold  not  come  in  counsell,  which  they 
accepted  off. 
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12  June,  1712. 

The  counsel!  appointis  James  Hope,  cordiner ;  William  Ker ;  Robert  Rental  of 
Forrester,  younger ;  Thomas  Hope,  merchant ;  Thomas  Smith,  WiUiam  tenements. 
Lowes,  and  William  Chalmeris,  counselloris  ;  and  the  toune  clerk  or  his  deput, 
and  John  Keir,  John  Stevensone,  and  William  Dicksone,  to  draw  up  ane  exact 
accompt  in  wrytting  of  the  true  and  reall  rent  of  the  severall  landis,  tene- 
mentis,  and  others,  which  are  or  have  been  subject  to  pay  cess  within  this 
burgh,  and  to  signe  it  and  deliver  it  in  to  the  magistrates,  making  oath  in  the 
termes  of  the  British  act  of  parliament  anno  1712,  which  is  to  be  sent  with  the 
commissioner  for  this  burgh  to  the  royall  burrowes  to  meett  at  Edinburgh 
the  first  of  July  next. 

Ordaines  ane  officer  to  discharge  John  Law  to  work  in  wigmaking  here,  Wigmaking. 
and  sett  up  contrair  to  ane  act  of  counsell  in  favouris  of  Sammuell  Thomsone, 
for  the  space  of  three  yearis. 

29  October,  1712. 

The  counsell,  in  regard  that  their  property  of  Hamilton  and  that  part  of  Hamilton 
Glentres  commons  betuixt  Windilawes  and  Winkstoune  are  abused  by  adjacent  oientres. 
neighbouris,  who  have  noe  right  theirto,  and  that  the  toune  had  little  or  noe 
advantage  therby  who  have  only  right  to  the  samen,  resolved  that  a  part  of 
Hamilton  should  be  tilled  and  sawen,  and  a  fold  built  yearly  theron  for 
keeping  the  tounes  sheep,  that  they  may  pasture  when  and  so  long  as  they 
think  convenient,  and  that  a  hous  be  built  at  Windilaw  burne,  and  a  fold  for 
keeping  their  interest  on  the  other  syd  betuixt  Windilaw  burne  and  Winkston, 
and  a  pairt  tilled  therof,  they  appoint  [four  persons  for  each  of  the  four 
quarters,  and  three  for  the  Old  Town],  to  meett  with  the  counsell,  or  a  com- 
mittee of  them,  and  give  their  advice  and  concurrance  anent  the  said  affair  for 
improving  the  priviledges  of  the  burgh  and  cultivating  that  wast  ground  to  their 
oune  good  and  the  toune  both. 

21  January,  1713. 
The  counsell  enactis  that  noe  thesaurer  heirafter  shall  have  above  sextein  Crepples. 
pundis  Scotts  yearly  for  transporting  of  crepples,  and  that  the  thesaurer  shall 
not  transport  one  cripple  above  tuyse  a  year. 

29  April,  1713. 

Anent  the  petitione  given  in  to  the  provest,  baillies,  and  counsell  of  Peebles  incorporation 

by  William  Hislop,  measson,  John  Midleton,  wright,  Robert  Thorburne,  glasier,  ^rights 

and  William  Smith,  smith,  for  themselves  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  glasiers  and 

smiths. 

A  2 
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remanent  meassons,  wrightis,  smithis,  and  glasiers  of  the  said  burgh,  shewing 
that  wher  the  petitioneris  had  been  hitherto  never  incorporat,  albeit  severall 
other  trades  were,  which  had  been  very  prejudiciall  to  the  petitioneris,  both 
as  to  the  poor  of  their  trade,  who  might  be  helped  from  their  box,  and  stranger 
tradesmen  coming  in  to  work  in  the  said  burgh,  who  pay  neither  scott  nor  lott 
therin  without  ouning  the  saids  trades,  wherby  they  wer  far  wronged  and  not 
able  to  pay  pubhck  burdens  or  mentaine  their  small  famillies  ;  and  to  prevent 
these  evills,  and  enable  the  petitioneris  to  defend  themselves  and  their  families 
from  being  encroached  upon  by  stranger  tradesmen,  and  the  better  to  provyd  for 
poor  decayed  old  men  of  their  incorporations,  it  was  expected  that  their 
honouris  would  allow  them  to  be  incorporat  and  have  a  boxmaster,  key- 
keeper,  and  four  quarter-masteris,  to  be  chosen  amongst  themselves  at  the 
sight  and  by  the  advyce  of  the  counsell  of  Peebles  or  provost  for  the  tyme 
yearly,  with  pouer  to  the  petitioneris,  by  advyce  and  consent  forsaid,  to  make 
such  actis  and  lawis  amongst  themselves  as  might  be  thought  good  and  con- 
venient for  advanceing  their  box  to  help  old  decayed  tradesmen,  and  burrie 
them  when  they  want  of  their  oune,  and  for  that  effect  to  impose  so  much 
upon  every  freeman,  journeyman,  and  prentice,  that  shall  enter  hereafter, 
to  the  box,  and  exact  quarterly  paymentis  upon  all  freemen  hereafter  ;  as 
also  desyring  the  saids  magistrats  and  counseU  wold  be  pleased  to  enact  that 
noe  stranger  tradesman  hereafter  should  gett  leave  to  sett  up  or  work  in  the 
toune,  unles  they  wer  incorporat  or  agreed  with  the  trades  so  long  as  they 
wer  in  a  conditione  to  serve  the  burgh,  and  therfor  humbly  craveing  the  saids 
magistrats  and  counsell  to  grant  the  reasonable  desyre  of  the  petitione  for  so 
good  ends  and  designs  as  wes  above  represented,  and  as  the  counsell  had  been 
pleased  to  grant  to  other  trades,  as  the  petitione  bearis ;  which  being  con- 
sidered by  the  saids  provost,  baillies,  and  counsell,  and  grounds  therin 
represented,  they  allowed  and  hereby  allowes  the  petitioneris  the  benefit  of 
incorporating  themselves,  and  for  that  effect  to  make  choyse  of  boxmaster, 
key  keeper,  and  four  quartermasteris  amongst  themselves,  at  the  sight  and 
be  the  advyce  of  the  saids  magistrats  and  counsell  of  Peebles,  or  the  provost 
for  the  time  yearly,  the  petitioneris  giving  into  the  councill  ane  exact  schem 
of  their  lawes  befor  they  make  choyce  of  their  boxmaster,  key  keeper,  and 
quartermasteris,  to  be  approven  of  by  them.     Sic  suhscrihitur,  John  Frier,  P. 

FoUowes  the  schem  of  the  lawes  given  in  by  the  meassons,  wrights, 
glasiers,  and  smithis  in  Peebles,  to  John  Frier,  provost  of  Peebles,  John 
Jonkisone  and  John  Henderson,  baillies  therof,  James  Neillsone,  dean  of  gild, 
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Robert  Forrester,  thesaurer,  and  the  remanent  memberis  of  the  counsell  of 
the  said  burgh,  and  which  are  approven  by  the  counsell : — 

Primo,  That  all  freemen  shall  pay  in  quarterly  to  the  box  four  shilling 
Scotts,  and  journeymen  two  shilling  Scots, 

Secundo,  That  all  prentices  shaU  pay  at  their  entry  ane  pound  ten  shilling 
Scotts  to  the  box. 

Tertio,  That  each  man  that  teaches  his  oune  sone  shall  obHdge  himself 
to  bind  him  in  ane  indenture,  and  pay  the  same. 

Quarto,  That  each  man  that  enters  upon  another  mans  work  not  acqwaint- 
ing  him  shall  be  lyeable  to  pay  to  the  box  ane  pound  ten  shilHng  Scotts. 

Quinto,  Each  man  that  will  not  pay  in  his  dews  quarterly  shall  be  lyeable 
for  the  double. 

Sexto,  Each  man  that  wiU  not  ansuer  a  laufull  warning,  without  a  laufull 
excuse,  shall  be  lyeable  for  four  shilling  Scottis  to  the  box. 

Septimo,  That  each  man  that  hath  a  right  to  the  foreseat  in  the  kirk  by 
his  fathers  death,  shall  not  enter  thereto  till  his  marriage. 

Octavo,  Each  prentice  that  serves  his  prenticeship  with  freemen  within 
the  burgh,  shall  pay  at  his  freedom  as  a  master  sex  punds  Scots  to  the  box. 

Nono,  Each  other  persone  that  shall  not  serve  prentice  within  the  burgh, 
when  he  enters  freeman  shall  pay  to  the  trades  box  tuelve  punds  Scotts. 

Decimo,  That  the  said  incorporatione  shall  alter  or  add  any  of  these  or  other 
lawes  for  the  good  of  themselves  and  not  hurtfull  to  the  inhabitants,  by  advyce 
of  the  counsell  or  provost  for  the  tyme,  that  shall  be  thought  expedient. 

2  November,  1713. 
The  magistrats  and  counsel  of  this  burgh,  considering  the  inclinations  ofCommis- 
the  generality  of  burgesses  and  inhabitants  within  this  burgh  [as  to]  having  g^^^J^  ° 
Mr.  Hay,  a  young  man,  imposed  upon  them  to  be  their  minister,  who  solicite 
them  to  oppose  the  same  to  the  outmost  of  their  power,  doe  therfore  nominat 
and  appoint   [the  provost   and   treasurer  their  commissioners],   to   compear 
before  the  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale,  upon  the  fourt  of  November 
instant,  and  endeavour  to  discuss  the  reasons  and  objections  given  in  by  them 
to  the  presbytery  of  Peebles   in  their  memorial  against  the  said  Mr.  Hay, 
[with  power]  to  act  all  other  things  in  opposition  to  the  presentation. 

13  January,  1714. 
The  counsell  impoueris  Robert  Forrester,  thesaurer,  to  imploy  any  able  Hamilton, 
countrey  pleugh  to  tiU  the  tounes  fold  in  Hamilton,  and  sow  the  samen  this 
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year  upon  the  tounes  expensis,  for  keeping  the  tounes  right  of  property  theron, 
conform  to  their  ancient  rights  and  priviledges  therof. 

10  March,  1714. 
Recasting  xj^e  counsell,  considering  that  the  great  bell  is  riven  and  is  useless,  and 

cannot  be  now  wanted  upon  accompt  of  the  stricking  of  the  cloak,  and  that 
provost  Freir  reported  that  he  had  aggreed  with  Robert  Maxuell,  founder  at 
Edinburgh,  to  cast  her  at  three  pounds  sterline  the  hundred  weight,  except 
some  small  thing  mor,  quhich  Mr.  Maxwell  referred  to  the  counsell,  they 
ordane  the  said  bell  to  be  straitly  taken  doune  and  sent  furthwith  to  Edinburgh 
safely,  and  dehverit  to  Mr.  Maxwell,  after  weighing  at  the  weighhouse,  for 
quhich  the  persone  intrusted  is  to  bring  the  weighhous  notte  subscryved  by 
the  clerk  of  the  weighhous,  that  they  may  receave  the  new  bell  of  the  same 
weight. 

22  April,  1714. 

Provost  and  The  counsell,  considering  that  the  provost  and  baillies  of  this  burgh  are 

briillips 

indvted.  indyted,  at  the  instance  of  CoUonell  John  Murray  of  Pilmore,  upon  alledgance, 
prejudice,  and  malice,  and  that  the  same  is  fomented  and  carried  on  by  the 
tounes  enemies  against  the  toune  without  any  just  ground  for  defending  the 
tounes  credit  and  interest,  and  of  purpose  to  affront  the  magistrats  and, 
consequently,  the  counsel,  they  commissionat  John  Frier,  provost,  to  goe  to 
Edinburgh  and  consult  the  lauyeris  by  advice  of  WiUiam  Veitch  their  agent 
proper  for  defending  them,  declaring  that  what  sentence  shall  follow  shall  not 
affect  the  toune,  bot  the  magistrats  found  guilty,  except  charges  [undefended.] 

31  May,  1714. 
Hamilton,  Jhe  counsell  having  conveened,  and  William  Simsone,  the  tounes  herd  of 

Cringletie.  their  property  of  Hamilton,  having  represented  to  them  that  while  he  was 
keeping  their  ground,  Alexander  Murray,  fiar  of  Cringletie,  had  come  to  him, 
and  without  any  offence  or  provocatioun  given,  and  did  beat  him  over  the 
head  and  face  with  a  kaine,  wherby  he  was  wounded  in  the  forehead,  and 
shewed  them  his  blood,  the  counsell  ordained  fyve  men  out  of  each  quarter, 
and  baiUie  Jonkisone,  to  goe  with  their  herd  and  bring  in  Alexander  Greives 
sheep  or  nolt,  if  they  be  found  on  Hamilton,  to  the  flesh  mercate  or  Castlehill, 
and  keep  them  tiU  they  give  bond  and  cautione  that  they  shall  not  pasture 
on  Hamilton  belonging  to  the  toune  in  property  till  the  plea  betuixt  the  toune 
and  Cringletie  be  determined  by  law ;    and  ordaines  three  men  each  day  to 
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waitt  on  the  herd  in  case  he  be  assaulted,  to  be  warned  by  the  officeris  the 
night  befor,  and  to  go  round  the  toune  per  vices  ;  and  these  refusing,  to  be 
fyned  in  fyve  merkis  per  peice,  to  be  exacted  without  mitigatione.  The 
baillie  and  party  at  their  returne  reported  that  upon  thair  approach  Mr. 
Murray  fled,  and  drove  off  the  sheep  to  his  own  lands  of  Over  Kidstone,  and 
took  horse  there,  and  rodd  away  towards  Cringletie.  Ordaines  his  beating  of 
the  tonnes  herd  to  be  consulted  in  the  tounes  plea  against  Cringletie. 

30  June,  1714. 
The  counsell  nominatis  and  appointis  James  Brotherstaines,  their  clerk,  Defending 
to  goe  to  Edinburgh  and  consult  such  lawyer  as  shall  be  thought  needfull  for^g^^^^J^ 
defending  their  property  of  Hamilton  against  Murrayes  of  Cringletie,  elder 
and  younger,  at  his  oune  sight  and  William  Veitches,  the  tounes  agent,  and 
ordaines  the  thesaurer  to  advance  money  upon  that  accompt,  and  ordaines 
the  clerk  to  take  in  such  papers  as  are  needfull  with  him  for  that  effect.^ 


I  heir  protest,  befor  God,  that  I  profes  and  allow  with  my  heart  the  trew  The  forme  of 

religion  as  the  samen  is  profest  within  this  kingdome  of  Scotland,  and  authorized  *^^  °^!|^ 

be  the  lawes  therof .     I  shall  abyde  therat,  and  defend  the  same  to  my  lyfes  end.  each  burges 

I  renunce  the  Roman  religion  called  Papistrie.     I  shall  be  leill  and  trew  to  ^\  ^^.^  . 

°  ^  admission, 

our  soveraigne  lord  the  Kings  Majestie  and  his  successors,   to  the  proveist  (C) 

and  bailHes  of  this  burgh.     I  shall  obey  the  officers  of  this  burgh,  fortifie, 

mentain,  and  defend  them  in  execution  of  their  lauful  offices  with  my  body 

and  goods.     I  shall  not  colour  unfreemens  goods  under  pretence  of  my  oun, 

I  shall  not  purchase  lordships  nor  authorities  contrair  to  the  freedome  of  this 

burgh.     In  all  taxationes,  watchings,  wairdings,  and  all  other  burdeins  to  be 

laid  upon  the  burgh,  I  shall  willingly  bear  my  pairt  as  I  am  commanded  be 

the  magistrats  therof,  and  shall  not  purchase  exemptiones  to  be  frie  of  the 

same,  renuncand  the  benefeit  therof  for  ever.     And  so  oft  as  I  shall  break 

any  po5nit  of  this  my  oath,  I  obleis  me  to  pay  to  the  common  purse  of  this 

burgh  ane  hundreth  pounds  Scots,  and  to  remain  in  waird  till  the  same  be 

payed. - 

1  For  an  account  of  further  proceedings  at  the  end  of  MS.  Court  Book,  1678-1704. 

and  the  result,   see  "Gleanings   from  the  It  bears   no   date,  but   some   parts   of   it 

Records,"  chapter  xiii.  cannot  have  come  into  use  till  after  the 

-  The  foregoing  form  of  oath  is  written  Reformation. 


APPENDIX. 


I. 


Extracts  from  Accounts  of  the  Burgh  Treasurers. 


Michaelmas  1651  to  Michaelmas  1652. 

The  rent  of  the  burgh  resavit : — 
Imprimis,  from  John  Haddie,  millner,  for  ana  year  tack  of  the  milnes, 
Item,  from  Thomas  Moyses,  walcker,  for  ane  year  tack  of  the  Walcke  milne 
Mair,  from  the  said  Thomas,  from  Whitsonday  51  to  Mertinmes  1652, 
Mair,  from  the  said  Thomas,  for  tua  yearis  few  dewtie  of  his  house, 
Item,  from  Alexander  Lauder  in  Quhamfoot,  for  ane  yearis  meale. 
Item,  from  John  Cleg  for  half  a  yearis  custome, 
Mair,  the  borrow  mealis,  ..... 

Mair,  from  John  Andrew,  and  John  Plenderlaith,  for  Delatho, 
Mair,  from  James  Horsburgh  and  Robert  Thomsone  for  ane  year  of  Delatho 
Mair,  for  grase  meale  resavit  be  me,   .  .  .  . 

Mair,  for  remane  of  Februar  assessment,  .  . 

Mair,  from  Mennerheid  for  the  annualrent  of  200  merkis  [a  sum  '  mortified 

be  umquhile  James  Williamsone,  proveist  '], 
Mair,  from  John  Tuedie,  for  custome  of  Bridghouseknowe, 
Mair,  resavit  from  the  late  thesaurer,  Alexander  Lauder, 
Mair,  resavit  from  John  Tuedie,  a  remane  of  money  that  came  from  Bothanes 
Mair,  from  John  and  Alexander  WiHiamsones,  for  composition  and  few  dewtie 

of  ane  aicker  of  land  in  Aickerfield, 
Mure  ackers  and  few  dewties, 

Sheip  meallis  in  Kaidmure,      ..... 
Modified  ryotis  [fines  received  from  20  delinquents,  amounting  to], 
Burgessis  compositione  [eight  sums  varying  from  £1  3s.  4d.  to  £20,  amounting  to] 

From  the  tenentis  of 

Robert  Eumontis  silver,  ..... 

Ane  compt  of  debursmentis : — 
November.     Imprimis,  to   Stephin   Grive   for   mending   the  trie   bridge  and 

furnishing  6  cutting  of  daillis,       ...... 

Item,  to  Thomas  Grive  for  half  ane  hunder  naillis  to  the  said  bridg, 

Item,  with  the  baillies  and  John  Tuedie  and  Captane  Dowlies,  quartermaister, 

2  pyntis  aill  and  ane  loaf,  ...... 

Item,  for  peper  and  candill  at  the  breacking  of  the  stent  for  coale  and  candill, 


£     s.  D. 

708  13  4 

60     0  0 

30     0  0 

6  13  4 

100     0  0 

107  10  0 

6     0  0 

15     0  0 

12  0  0 
8  5  0 
6     1  8 

8     0  0 

13  6  8 
43  18  8 

3     6  8 

38     0  0 

30     2  4 

28  10  4 

90  18  8 

45     2  8 

24     9  4 

30  17  8 


2  0  0 
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0  6  0 
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December.     Item,  with  Mr.  Knoullis,  the  2  bailUes,  in  John  Tuedies, 

Item,  for  carieing  of  letteris  to    Blackbarony  anent   provisione  for   Captain 

Fannes  seik  men,  ...... 

Item,  to  Thomas  Dickisone,  schoill  doctor,  for  his  first  quarters  dewtie. 

At  directione  of  the  magistrats    to  James   Scot  for   carreing  of   letteres  to 

Dawick  and  other  places,  ..... 

For  carieing  ane  letter  to  Selkirk,        ..... 
Item,  at  directione  of  the  counsell  to  James  Scot  for  carieing  warantis  throw 

the  schir,  ....... 

Item,  at  directione  of  the  counsell,  to  James  Gibsone  for  spending  his  horse 

for  the  [Inglis]men,  ...... 

Item,  for  ane  kist  to  lay  up  the  towns  writs  in,  . 

Item,  for  ane  lok  to  the  said  kyst,      ..... 

Item,   to  Stephine  Grive  for  setting  on   the  lock,   and  furnishing  naillis  and 

2  foot,    ........ 

Mair,  to  Thomas  Grive  for  ane  slot  to  the  stipell  dure,  being  3  pund  weight, 
Mair,  for  2  staiplis  to  the  said  slot,     ..... 

January  23d.     With  Captane  Fanne,  Sir  James  Hay,  2  bailies,  Mr.  Andro  in 

the  clerkis,  7  chapinis  wyne,  but  suggar, 
For  tobacco  and  pypis,  and  2  bread,  .... 

24th.     With  the  same  company,  ..... 

25th.     To  James  Watsone,  for  carieing  ane  letter  to  Edinburgh  to  Captane 

{blank)  to  cause  2  troups  to  ryd  throw  Lader, 
Mair,  ane  quart  ale,     ....... 

Item,  with  Captane  Watkisone  quhen  the  warrand  was  gottin  to  gett  for  coale 

and  candile  off  the  schir,  2  muchkins  waters  and  ane  loaf, 
Item,  with  his  quarter  maister,  3  pynts  of  beer  and  ane  loaf, 
31st.       Item,    quhen    the    touns   writtis   was    laid    in    the    kist,    in    Robert 

Thomsones,  ane  gallene  of  aill  and  ane  loafe, 
Mair,  for  skinnis  and  peper  to  knit  up  louse  writtis, 

Item,  to  Mr.  William  Purdie,  schoale  maister,  for  his  first  quarters  dewtie. 
Item,  to  Stephine  Grive  for  goeing  to  seik  the  trie  bridg, 
Item,  nyne  fodame  towis,        ...... 

At  directione  of  the  magistrattis,  for  ane  Inglish  mans  quarters  and  his  wyff, 
April  10th.     Item,  to  Stephin  Grive,  his  sone,  William  Heislop,  and  his  brother 

Thomas  Grive,  John  Newton,  quhen  they  lifted  up  the  stipell  bell  to  set 

her  rycht,  spent  at  the  morneing  drinck  in  the  provestis. 
Item,  the  denners,       ....... 

Item,  the  wages,  5  men,  every  ane  6s.  8d.,  inde, 

Item,  for  naillis  and  butter,    ...... 

Item,  to  Thomas  Grive  for  macking  of  2  underlayeris  of  steill  to  laye  the  bell  on 

Item,  16  great  naillis  to  call  them  on, 

Item,  12  fodome  towis,  ...... 

20th.     Item,  to  the  pyper  for  goeing  about  the  Eister  hillis, 
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22d.     Item,    with   George  Thomsone  in   tacking  ana   house   to   the   schoale 

maister,  2  pyntis  aill,       .  .  .  .  .  .  .060 

Item,    to    ane   shoulder   of   Captane   Morremans   ifU'   carieing   ana   letter   to 

the  said  captana,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .0120 

Item,  that  same   day,  quhan   the   towne  endit  with   the  schoola   maister,  to 

James  Sheillis  wyff,  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,         0  16     0 

Item,  at  directione  of  the  proveist,  to  4  shouldiars,     .  .  .  .080 

May.     Item,  quhen  John  Tait  was  hyred  to  keip  the   yeild  nolt,  in  Bailie 

Thomsones,  4  pyntis  aill,  .  .  .  .  .  .080 

Item,  to  Alexander  Lauder  for  quartering  his  shoulders,  .  .  .040 

Item,  to  ane  post  that  came  from  Edinburgh,  anent  the  missive,        .  .         0  12     0 

Item,  to   Alexander   Macaw   for   carieing   ana  later  to   Berwick,  to   my  lord 

Traquair  anant  the  faw  of  Handarlithyne  millne,  .  .  .  3  13     4 

Item,  to  the  pyper,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .068 

Item,  to  the  schoalers,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         0  13     4 

June  9th.     At  directione  of  the  provest,  to  ane  shoulder  for  helping  to  rid  the  fira,         0     6     8 
15th.     Spent  be  Bailie  Horsburgh  and  David  Plenderleith,  with  Comal  {blank), 

ane  chapina  wyna,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0  12     0 

July.     Item,  spent  with  the  said  Comal  and  collector,  when  we  payit  the  cesse, 

and  gat  paymemt  for  coala  and  candill,  thre  muchins  wyne,         .  .  0  18     0 

Item,  that   same   day,  at   directione   of   the   counsell,  spent   with   the   said 

cornal  be  the  magistratts  6  chapins  wyne,  tobacco,  and  pypes,     .  .  3     0     0 

Item,  to  William  Vaich  for  indorsing  a  pair  of  letteres,  .  .  .060 

Spent  with  Captaine  Watkisone,  quarter  maister,  to  gett  the  proportione  of 

horse  layad  of  the  toune,  with  Bailie  Lauder,  ana  chapine  of  wyne,  .  0   12     0 

September   8th.     Item,  to    John  Wood   for  to  convoy  ane   troup  to  Hawick, 

that  belonged  to  Blackmoore,       .  .  .  .  .  .  1    16     0 

12th.     Item,  to  John  Wood  and  Thomas  Moyses  for  carrieing  of  Major  Roba- 

sones  baggage  to  Selkirk,  ...... 

29th.     Item,  to  John  Horsburgh  for  the  knok  wheile, 

October  3d.     Item,  drincke  in  John  Horsburghs  to  those  that  sett  doune  the 

marchis  in  the  loaning  that  passis  to  Homiltone, 
Item,  to  the  clerkis  wyff,  conform  to  ane  compt,         .... 
Item,  for  paper  to  the  quarter  master,  that  they  mycht  bring  in  come  and 

strae  out  of  the  contrey,  ...... 

Item,  ane  candill  to  the  stiple,  ...... 

Item,  to  Proveist  Lowis  for  his  burgessis  compositione, 

John  Lowis,  lait  proveist,        .  .  .  .  .  .  '  . 

Jamas  Horsburgh,  bailie  ;   Alexander  Lauder,  bailie  ;   David  Planderlaith,  lait 

bailye ;   John  Andrew,  lait  bailya  [£2  13s.  4d.  each], 
Thomas  Smith,  clerk  ;   John  Planderlaith,  lait  thesaurer  [£3  6s.  8d.  each], 
Item,  depurset  for  aill  and  bread  fumishit  be   some  of  the  inhabitantes  to 

the  Inglishes  conforme  to  the  counsellis  warrand,  .  .  .       34   18     0 

Memorandum. — Phillop  Scottes,  7  gallones  and  2  pyntes  soure,  spilt,  dead  and  dewed 
beir,  is  unpayit. 
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Cripellis  and  Indigent  Personcs  : — 
November  5th.    William  Robesone  for  carreing  away  a  cripell  womane  called 

Dine,       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .040 

To  William  Tempellis  wyff  to  carie  away  ane  Williame  Jonstone,        .  .         0     4     0 

[In  this  year  there  are,  including  the  above,  thirty  payments  for  carrying  away 
'  cripellis  and  indigent  persones.'] 

Materialles  belonging  to  the  toune  :— Ane  shoole  with  the  yron  for  shoeing  thairof ; 
tuo  burning  yrones  ;  tuo  lockes,  and  ane  other  brokin  lock  to  be  searcht  for  ;  the  elne 
wand  and  jugg,  together  with  the  tounes  weichts  of  yron  and  lead — ^viz.,  half-stane, 
quarter,  half-quarter,  and  ane  pond  weicht,  with  a  pair  sand  pockis  ;  the  tounes  commone 
seall  in  John  Lowes,  proveists,  handis ;  the  peckes  and  firloittes ;  the  tuo  stands  of  befor  in 
the  multure  booth,  now  in  James  Haldine,  miller,  hands  ;  item,  in  his  custodie  ane  cutting 
of  oak  perteaning  the  toune,  and  three  pickes  ;  ane  new  shoad  shoole  in  the  thesaurer 
handes  ;    the  books  of  productione  ;    Regiam  Majestatem. 

Michaelmas  1652  to  Michaelmas  1653. 
1653.     August  11th.     To  William  and    John  Willisones,  at  command  of  the 

provest  and  bailie  Plenderlaith,  before  they  went  to  work,  ane  quart  of  aill 

and  ane  loaf,        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .042 

At  night,  with  William    Heislop  and   the   two  workmen,  for  winning   of  sixe 

free  stanes  out  of  the  north  gavill  of  the  church,  ane  quart  of  aile,  .  0     3     4 

Mair,  to  them  for  thair  wadges,  ane  day,         .  .  .  .  .065 

18th.     Upon  the  18th  day  of  August,  beginning  to  the  Mylne  bridge  :— 
Imprimis,  sixe  masones  all  that  day  and  three  workmen,  nyne  pynts  of  aill 

and  nyne  bred,    .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .12     6 

Upon  the   19th  day,  being  the  second  day,  all  nyne  complaners,  and  wold 

not  receive  thair  half -loaves  ;    at  command  of  the  magistrats,  gave  to 

them  daylie  thairefter  nyne  pynts  of  aill  and  eightein  loaves,  inde,  .  1   10     0 

Item,  upon  the  20th  day,  three  men  stayed  all  that  day  at  work,  for  thair 

drinks  that  day,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0   10     0 

At  thre  efter  noone  that  day,  the  rest  came,  three  workmen  at  eleven  houris 

and  went  not  home  quhill  night,  and  the  three  masones  at  one  efter  noone, 

that  half  day  thair  drink,  sixe  chapins  aill  and  sixe  loaves,  inde,  .  0  10     0 

22d.     Sexe    masones   and    three    workmen,    their    drinks,    nyne    pynts    and 

eighteen  loaves,  inde,       ....... 

Thomas  Tueddall,  for  loading  of  26  loads  of  sand  to  the  mylne  bridge, 
29th.  The  nyne  workmen,  all  that  day,  9  pynts  of  aill  and  18  loaves. 
Item,  that  day  at  night,  at  command  of  the  bailies,  ten  pynts  of  aill  and 

ten  loaves,  when  they  endit  the  pend  of  the  bridge,  and  ten  herring,  and 

myself  with  them,  ....... 

Item,  for  ane  ridle  to  ridle  the  sand,  ...... 

Item,  mair  for  3  horse  to  Leith  for  dailies,  at  24s.  for  everie  hors,  aggreet 

with  the  magistrats,  ,  ,  ,  .  .  .  ,         3  12     0 
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Item,  that  night  quhen  they  went  away  for  the  daills,  a  pynt  of  aill  and  ane  loaf,         0     0     3 
Item,  quhen   they  came   home  with   the    daills,  three   chapins  of   aill  and  3 

loaves,  at  the  command  of  the  magistrats,  when  they  agreed  with  them,  0     5     0 

Item,  for  eighteen  daills  that  came  home  to  be  sawine  to  the  bridge,  at  16s.  the 

peice,        ........ 

Item,  for  the  custome  of  the  3  hors  at  Leith  and  abbay, 

Ane  hundreth  plencher  naills  to  the  bridge,     .... 

Thomas  Greiv  for  ane  quarter  of  his  own  yron, 

Thomas  Greiv  for  ane  hundreth  naills  making  of  his  own  yron, 

Item,  for  tuelve  garrin  naills  making,  .... 

Ane  geist  of  24  foot  to  be  sailtrees,  prycit  be  the  magistrats. 

To  Thom  Forrester  for  a  load  of  lyme,  .... 

To   the   massones,  when   the  sayltrees   was   sett   up,    7    pynts   of   aill,  two 

loaves  in  the  provestis  hous,        .  .  .  .  .  .  0  13     4 

27th.     To  Thom  Crawfard,  notar,  for  wrytting  of  the  submissions  betuixt  the 

towne  and  Cringiltie,  at  command  of  the  magistrats,        .  .  .14     0 

September  1st.     John  Gilleis  for  leading  of  calsay  staines  to  the  bridge,  .  16     8 

Michaelmas  1653  to  Michaelmas  1654. 
1654.     January  19th.     To  Captaine  Hartis  troup  and  his  gairdis,  for  candill, 

thrie  nightis,  being  euery  night  at  ane  pund,        .  .  .  .  0  18     0 

Item,  at  that  tyme  for  thrie  loades  of  coles  to  the  gardis,  day  and  night,  .  2   12     0 

February  13th.     At  command  of  bailie  Plenderlaith,  to  John  Scott,  being  ane 

hurt  sogger,  for  supper  and  breakfast,      .  .  .  .  .060 

18th.     Quhen    the    commandit    parttie    of    the    Inglisches,    commandit    be 

Captaine  Pomer,  ane  load  of  coalles  and  ane  pund  of  candill,       .  .  12     0 

Item,  at  that  tyme,  to  John  Tueddail  and  James  Scot,  at  command  of  the 

magistratis,  that  was  guyds  to  Pomeris  troup,  for  to  help  their  wages,    .  10     0 

23d.     To  tua  soggeris  that  quarterit  into  the  toun  at  command  of  the  magis- 

trattis,  callit  John  Greiv  and  William  Lambe,  quho  was  officeris  at  Wister, 

to  supper  and  breakfast,  .  .  .  .  .  .  0  12     0 

March  7th.     Item,    on    Tuesday   quhen    the    trupperis    cam    in,    commandit 

under  Quisiltounes  trup,  for  sewin  load  of  coales,  .  .  .  5  12     0 

8th.     Into    John   Williamsones,   quhen    I   aggreit  with  him   for   ane   jest   to 

the  North  Port,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .014 

Item,  at  that  time  to  William  Heislope  and  John  Grieve  for  thair  wages  at  the 

North  Port  and  Water  Port,         .  .  .  .  .  .  0  10     0 

Item,  mair  to  the  men  and  them  that  was  with  them  for  bringing  ouer  the 

syltries  to  the  North  Port,  and  helping  the  workmen  at  syndrie  tymes, 

for  their  drinkis,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0  16     0 

Item,  for  ane  stane   of   erne,  and  tua  pund.     It  was    to   be   doubil   garrines 

and  stapillis,  and  fluringis  to  your  North  Port  and  South  Port,  . 
To  John  Jonkisone  for  making  of  12  stapilis  to  the  Chapel,     . 
To  John  Murray  for  taking  down  the  seats  into  the  Chapel,    . 
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To  William    Heislope    and    John    Grieve,    younger,    for   their   wages   at   the 

North  Port  and  Watter  Port,       .  .  .  .  .  .080 

Item,  mair  to  them  and  the  men  that  was  helping  them  with  the  syltrie  out 

of  the  kirk  to  the  North  Port,  and  helping  at  the  Watter  wicked,  for  thair 

drinkis,    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0  16     0 

11th.     To   John  Greiv,  elder  and   younger,  and   John  Horsbrugh  with  them, 

for  bigging  of  toun  wall  at  the  east  end  of  the  town,        .  .  .10     0 

13th.     To  Stein  Greiv  and  his  sone  for  mending  of  the  West  Port,      .  .         0  12     0 

Item,  at  that  tyme,  for  oak  and  fyr  that  mendit  it,      .  .  .  .0120 

Payit  to  John  Tuedie  ane  chapine  of  sek  that  the  proveist  and  bailyeis  was 

with  Luftenant  Butcher,  quhen  he  came,  .  .  .  .12     4 

31st.     Quhen  the  proveist  and  bailyies  cam  off  Kaidmuir  from  the  meeting 

with  John    Scott  of  Hundilshope,  and  pairt  of   the  counsel  with  them, 

and  Caverhill,  and  William  Sal  toun,         .  .  .  .  .17     0 

Item,  with  provest  and  twa  bailyies  and  Hundilshope  into  Thom  Smythis,  clerk,         0     6     0 
April  3d.     Quhen  John  Murray,  wricht,  tuk  doun  the  pulpit  into  the  chappel, 

with  Thom  Govan  and  John  Newtoun  to  help  them,         .  .  .060 

8th.     To    the    gard   at    the   Cunzie-nuk   at    command   of    the    bailyies,    ane 

stouk  ait  straw,    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .080 

May  4th.     To  the  pairttie  that  was  in  Smeithfeildis  waitting  on  the  money  for 

Merch  and  Appryll,  and  merchit  on  the  11th  May  to  thair  gard,  every 

night  ane  half  pund  of  candel,    ...... 

June  15th.     Quhen  the  garrissoun  came  to  the  Neipeth,  for  ane  pund  of  candel, 
25th.     For  tua  thraif  of  ait  stra  to  the  garrisoun  Neipeth, 
26th.     Mair  to  it  at  that  tyme,  carryit  be  Andro  Forrest  ane  load  of  peats, 
July   12th.     To  Margaret  Ewmont  that   helpit  to   keip  the  calses,    for   ane 

pair  of  schun,        ........ 

Item,  for  stra  out  of  Winkstoun  to  Neipeth,    ..... 

30th.     To  the  Scotis  prisoners  that  Captain  Hart  tok,  thrie  of   ail  and  four 

bread,  and  tobaca,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .060 

August  1st.     To  the  thrie  prissoneris  quhen  they  war  into  the  Neipath,  thrie 

pyntes  of  ail  and  sex  bread,  and  for  tobaca,     .... 
2d.     For  ane  py  and  thrie  pyntis  of  ail,  and  tobaca, 

Mair,  to  the  prissoners,  ane  load  of  peitis,  ..... 
8th.     For  ane  half  pund  of  candel  to  the  garrisoun,  Neipeth, 
17th.     Quhan    I    geid    to    the    garrissoun,    Neipeth,    at   command   of    the 

proveist  and  bailyeis  for  sum  bussiness,  for  ail  and  tobaca,     . 
18th.     To  John  Pringill  for  the  going  to  seek  aitis  to  Magor  Camerisch  trup, 
25th.     To   Bailyie   Williamson,  at   his    command,    to   Symon    Newtoun   for 

the  going  to  Hallindine  for  the  governour  of  the  Neipeth,       .  .  0  12     0 

Item,  to  John  Ficher,  locksmyth,  for  the  making  up  tua  new  lockis  that 

was  brokin  be  the   mos-truperis   upon   the  portis,   keyes  lost,  sprentis 

and  plaitis   birsed  and  brokin,  the  one  William  Wodes,  and  the  uther 

your  thesaureris,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .280 
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Michaelmas   1654  to  Michaelmas  1655. 
December  18th.      From  William  Robisone,  broucht  out  of  Edinburgh,  tua 

stane  of  can  dell,  with  the  carriage,        .  .  .  .  .740 

1655.  February  1st.  Bailyie  Williamsone,  commissioner  for  the  toune  of 
Peblis  to  the  borrows,  and  payed  him  on  the  fyft  of  Merch,  conforme  to 

the  counselis  order,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .16120 

May  17th.     Item,  quhen  the  bealyies  and  sa  many  of  the  counsell  met  with 

John  Scots   of    Hundilshop    and    Barnes  and    Cruikstoun  and  the  rest, 

that  market  and   set  the   merches   betuen   the   toune   and    Hundilsope, 

and  Mr.  William  Burnet,  that  day,  into  the  Glak,  .  .  .  1   16     0 

July  28th.     To  Hundilshope,  at  command  of  baillie  Plenderleith,       .  .  1   10     0 

Item,  for  aill  and  tobacco  in  the  vicares  chamber  with  the  baillies.  Sir  Michaell 

Nasmyth,   and  Hundilshope,  .  .  .  .  .  .040 

August  2d.     Item,  at   the   creating  of  Capitane   Hargraive   and   his   ensigne, 

burgesses,  with  the  baillies,  three  pyntes  wyne  and  12  ounces  suggar,     .  3  10     0 

Michaelm.as  1655  to  Michaelmas  1656. 
October.     Item,  payit  to  Bessie  Vaitche  for  wyne  drunken  with  Hundilshope 

at  the  tryst  of  Caidmures,  .  .  .  .  .  .300 

November.     To  Alisone  Robisone  for  meat  and  drink  with  the  magistrattes  at 

the  borrowing  of  the  monie  from  Walter  Scot,      .  .  .  .216 

December  14th.     To  the  workmen  that  pat  up  the  pulpitt  in  the  tolbouth,      .  10     0 

21st.     To  the  threttie  honest  men  that  brak  the  eyce  frome  Tuid  syd  up  the 

myll  dame  to  Peibillis  watter,       .  .  .  .  .  .300 

29th.     To  the  men  that  tuik  off  the  meikill  trie  brig,  ane   gallone  of  aill,  at 

directione  of  the  proveist,  .  .  .  .  .  .         0  10     8 

To  other  foure  men  that  tuik  off  the  lytill  trie  brig,  3  pyntts,  .  .040 

1656.  January  28th.  To  the  men  that  layd  on  the  trie  brigis  agane,  at 
directione  of  the  prowest,  .  .  .  .  .  .  0  18     0 

March  4th.  To  the  prowest  and  the  clerk  for  ryding  to  Edinburgh  about 
the  tonnes  bussiness  and  thaire  law  effaires,  and  the  denner  the  minister 
gat  quhen  he  examined  the  scoUeres,  warrandit  be  the  cownsall, 

13th.     Item,  to  the  workmen  that  cast  downe  the  Eist  work, 

Compt  of  the  werkmanschipe  at  Tueid  brige,  1656  yeires  : — 

April  and  May.     Stiffane  Greife  and  his  sone  wrocht  at  Tueid  Brige  fyve  dayes, 

Thair  drink,  hawfe  ane  merk  a  day,    ...... 

Barrowman,  30s.  ;   drink,  16s.  8d.,       ...... 

For  tua  hunder  faill  to  dam  the  water,  ..... 

To  John  Patersone  for  tua  laid  of  lyme  to  Tueid  brige, 

To  William  Kaudill  for  leiding  of  sand  and  stones,  thrie  dayes  and  ane  hawfe 

to  the  trie  briges,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .268 

[At  this  time  there  are  numerous  entries  referring  to  repairs  on  the  bridges.] 

June  23d.  For  foure  lod  of  lyme  that  Gilbert  Mure,  Edwart  Jonkison,  and 
Pyper  Laidlawe,  brocht  home,  tua  lod  to  the  Crose,  and  the  other  tua  lod 
to  the  steipill,       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .040 
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For  foure  lod  of  sand  to  the  Crose,      ..... 

To  Stiffane  Greife  and  his  sone,  for  ane  dayes  work  at  the  Crose, 
Thaire  drink,  ....... 

[There  is  preserved  a  receipt  bearing  date  21  July,  1656,  granted  by  John  Andro, 
'  collector  of  the  kirk  stent,'  acknowledging  that  he  had  received  from  the  Treasurer  of 
Peebles,  the  sum  of  £62,  '  and  that  in  pairt  of  payment  of  the  tounes  proportione  of 
their  stent  for  repairing  of  the  kirk.'  The  repairs  on  the  Cross  Kirk,  to  which  this 
payment  refers,  are  commemorated  by  the  still  legible  inscription—'  Feire  God,  1656,' — 
placed  over  the  doorway  in  the  eastern  gable  of  the  church.] 

August  8th.     Stiffane  Greif  began  to  the  stepill  work, 

Thaire  drink,  ....... 

11th.     To  the  men  that  helpit  doune  the  credill  out  of  the  Neidpethe  loft 

hawfe  ane  gallone  of  aille,  ..... 

For  twa  horse  to  bring  downe  the  credill,        .... 
13th.     To  Johne  Crichtone  [and  five  others],  quhen  they  trained  the  credill  to 

the  stippill ;  to  thair  brikfast  and  foure  houres,    . 
15th.     Hawf    ane    pund    of    butter   and    tua    schilUngs    worth    of    sape    to 

creische  the  towes,  ...... 

For  four  towes  to  tay  the  credill  for  roking,   .... 

19th.     That  same  day  they  tuk  downe  the  credill,  the  proveist  causit  gif  them 

hawfe  ane  galloune  of  aille,  ..... 

21st.     They  begane  to  build  the  toratis  of  the  stipell,  thar  waiges  that  day, 
22d.     Stiffaine  Greif  and  his  sone  wrocht  at  the  toretis  of  the  steipill, 
23d.     They  endit  the  toratis  of  the  steipill,  thair  waiges. 
For  carien  home  the  credill,    ...... 

26th.     For  tua  lod  of  lyme  to  Auld  Towne  brig, 

September  15th.     Tua  lod  of  lyme  to  the  East  Work, 

24th.     Item,  to  the  men  that  pat  up  the  credill  in  the  Neidpethe  loft  againe 

that  cust  the  Neidpethe,  hawfe  ane  gallone  of  aill  and  tua  breid, 

Michaelmas  1656  to  Michaelmas  1657. 
October  13th.     Item,  for  faille  leiding  and  casting  to  the  schaippell  windowes, 

for  the  yaird,       ........ 

For  ane  flowre  to  the  yaird,    ....... 

November  8th.     To  Bailyea  Andro,  for  sax  dailies  to  be  ane  bed  in  the  stippell. 
For  four  eshe  stupes,  ....... 

1657.     January    1st.     To   John    Fischer,    for   putting   ane   guard   anent   the 

burning  irones,  and  mending  them,  ..... 

August.     Thomas  Greive,  for  mending  of  the  stockes, 
William  Chisholme,  for  bringing  the  stockes  from  the  Croce, 

Michaelmas   1657  to  Michaelmas   1658. 
October  23d.     For  aill  the  proveist  and  baillies  drank  with  Hundilshope, 
Gevin  to  John  Scott  of  Hundilshope   for  a  pairt  of  the  cesse  of  the  landis 
of  the  toun,  boucht  from  him,  quhilk  he  payd  out  for  them. 
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1658.     June   22d.    To   John   Tueddall,  for  carieing  the   souldiers   plenishing 

to  the  Neidpeth,  ..... 

July  29th.     To  ane  seik  man  of  the  palsey,    . 
To  Symon  Newton  for  taking  him  out  of  the  towne, 
September  13th.     Thrie  fathome  of  towes  to  the  steiple  bell, 
Ane  fathome  to  hing  the  tongue  of  the  bell,    . 

Michaelmas  1658  io  Michaelmas  1659. 
October  9th.     To  the  workmen  quhen  they  endit  the  flooring  of  the  Kirk  loft, 

at  direction  of  Provest  Williamsone,  ane  quart  aill  and  ane  loaf, 
November  12th.     For  half  ane  dayis  work  at  Tueid  bridge,    . 
For  his  drink,  ........ 

To   Laird  Chisholme,   for  bringing  of  thrie  great  frie  stanes  from  the  Kirk 

to  Tueid  bridge,    ........ 
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[In  this  year  full  details  are  given  in  the  accounts  of  various  repairs  and  improvements 
on  public  works.     The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  expenses  incurred]  : — 

Depurst  for  repairing — 
The  Walkmille, 
The  little  Trie-bridge, 
The  mickle  Trie-bridge,    . 

Depurst  upon — 
Tueid-bridge, 

The  Tolbothe  and  Ederstone  burne. 
The  Whame-house, 
The  Wester-house  in  Kedmure,    . 
The  Dod -house,    .  .  . 

The  tuo  ledderis. 


[The   disbursements    for    Tweed   bridge   include   a   sum    of   2s 
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given  to  Thom  Tuadall  for  carying  foure  frie  stones  from  the  Crose  Kirk  to  it."] 

Michaelmas  1659  io  Michaelmas  1660. 
1660.     February    12th.     For   nailles  to   mende   the   bandes   of   the   dore   of 

Sant  Androues  Kirk  yet,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .008 

Payd  John  Eumont  for  his  naige  to  Kirkurde  with  ane  Ingleischeman  he  had 

orderis  for  fre  quarter,      .  .  .  .  .  .  .         0  10     0 

23d.     Payd  for  ten  stone  of  coUe  furnished  to  the  gairde  be  Johne  Trumble, 

wheathe  futtemen  marched  to  Glasgow,  16s.  ;    ane  pund  candill,  5s.  6d.,         116 
March  26th.     When  the  magistrates  agried  with  John  Fischer  to  mend  the 

knocke,   .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  ,  .         0   14     4 

April.     Spent    in   bailyie   Tuedies   thre   pyntis   beire  when   the   magistrates 

agried  with  de  nowa,  and  aded  40s.  to  thair  first  agriement,  at  30d.  the 

Pynt,       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .076 
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April  3d.     Payd  to  William  Wode  for  taking  criple  Jonet  Stok  and  ane  old 

faild  woman,  called  Marion  Younge,  from  toune,  .  .  .080 

Given  for  drume  and  halbert  the  said  yeire  : — 
To  baillie  Plenderlaithe,  conforme  to  the  counsellis  order,        .  .  .        21    19     0 

6th.     Payd  for  Hew  Blackes  supper  that  brocht  home  the  drume,  that  the 

above  writtin  money  was  depurst  for,      .  .  .  ...         0     4     0 

7th.     Payd  Hew  Blacke  for  home  bringing  the  drume,  .  .  .         0  12     0 

13th.     Payit  to   Johne   Fischer  for  mending   the   knocke,   conforme   as   the 

magistrates  agried  with  him,        .  .  .  .  ,  .        10     0     0 

Spent  in   prouest  Williamsones   when    John    Fischer   endit   the   worke,    four 

pyntes  aill  and  two  breid,  .  .  .  .  .  .  0  10     0 

May   11th.     Payd    for   what   was    spent   on   bone-fyre   day,    as   the    alloued 

compt  be  the  counsell  beires,       ...... 

18th.     To  Johne  Watsone  for  fyve  fadome  towes  to  hing  the  paisstones  on,   . 
19th.     Payd   to    Johne    Hunter,  in   Faimiehauche,    for   keping   the  bull    fra 

Candlemes  till  Whitsunday,  50s.  ;    when  he  brought  hom  the  bull.  Is.,   . 
21st.     Payd  to  Ninian  Louis  for  taking  the  bull  to  Bellis  Brae, 
Paid  for  tua  peckes  meill  that  was  given  to  Cristiane  Pringle,  at  the  bailyies 

directione,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .114 

June  19th.     Spent  upon  the  Thankes-giving  day,  efter  our  King  was  saiflie 

arryved,  ........ 

July.     Depurst  upon  the  fold  that  is  built  upon  the  Wenlaw, 

3d.     Spent  when  bailyie  Plenderlaithe  agried  with  Johne  Fisher  to  mak  the 

yron  worke  of  ane  halbert,  ane  quart  aill,  4s.  ;    toubacko,  6d.,    . 
6th.     Paid  for  making  the  yron  work  of  the  halbert. 
Spent  when  he  brought  home  the  yron  work  of  the  halbert,  by  the  bailyie, 

ane  quart  aill,      ........ 

8th.     Payd  to  Hew  Blacke  for  cullering  the  halbert  with  lingit  oyll, 

For  ane  paire  drum  stickis,     ....... 

14th.     For  half  ane  hunder  taketis  to  the  halbert,       .... 

24th.     To  James  Douglas  for  the  stance  of  the  merkat,  holdine  at  Brighousknow, 

for  the  yeire  1660,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        12     0     0 

August    13th.      Item,   payit   to   William   Hasilhope   for   making  the   knocke 

keis,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         2  10     0 

[There  are  other  sums  '  depurst  upon  the  knocke  the  said  yeire,'  the  whole  amounting 
to  £20   14s.] 
September  4th.     Payd  to  Johne  Maxwill,  gentillman,  that  was  going  to  Lundone, 

at  the  magistrates  direction,  ;  .  .  .  .  .0150 

Michaelmas  1660  to  Michaelmas  1661. 
1661.     February  9th.     To  John  Gilis,  elder,  at  command  of  the  counsell,  for 

to  stop  ther  going  through  the  toun  on  Sent  Stewens  night,      .  .  2     0     0 

Item,  to  John  Gilis,  younger,  and  Hew  Blak,  either  of  them,  20s.,  for  the  going 

through  the  toun  on  Saint  Stiven  night,  grantit  be  the  counsell  to  them,         2     0     0 
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29th.     For   thri   moneths   assessment,  one  of  them   for  defraying  the  pubUk 

charges  of  the  present  parlament,  and   the  first  two   moneths  of   the  six 

ordained   by   his    majestic   for  paying  of  the   Inghsh    forces   within  the 

kingdome,  ilk  moneth,  6  li.,  inde,  ..... 

March  25th.     To  two  boyes  that  caried  ane  letter  to  Selkirk  to  proclaim  the  race, 
April    22d.     At    command    of    the    magistrats,    taken    down    to    the    Croas 

fowr   galons  eall,  ....... 

Item,  the  said  day  the  eall  was  drunk,  thri  eall  copis  was  broken,  pryce. 

May  1st.     When  the  cup  was  first  put  up  on  the  croas,  for  a  yaird  of  reid 

rubon  to  one  of  the  merchants,  .  .  .  .  .060 

May  6th.     To  James   Birsbain  for  wyn    and  uther   fumitor  when  the  King 

was  crownd,  and  at   Beltan  fair  when   the  earll  of  Tuedell   cam  to   the 

town,  as  his  alowd  compt  bears,    ...... 

Fowr  stowps  to  the  mure  wher  the  race  hors  did  run, 

John  Willison,  for  carying  the  said  stowps  to  the  mur,  and  to  dres  the  way 

and   deming   the   water,    and    fasten    the   stowps   in   the   ground,    twell 

schillng,  and  ane  quart  eall,  inde,  ..... 

7th.     To  John  Bell,  smith,  for  ane  ash  trie  to  be  girs  to  the  drum, 
Reid  leid  and  takits  to  mak  up  the  town  drum,  .... 

8th.     Item,  for  two  sheit  paper,  when  the  butts  was  shott  at  by  the  Archers,    . 
16th.     At  command  of  the  prowest,  to  ane  poor  man,  with  ane  young  child 

in  his  arms,  called  Dankin  Magill,  ..... 

21st.     To  Jenet  Twedell  to  tak  ane  blind  man  to  the  Wheithaugh,    . 
June  4th.     To  thrie  boys  that  ran  the  race  at  Homilton  commoun,  to  by 

paper,      .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .060 

To  Hew   Blak   and  Gairden  for  playing  on   drum   and  pyp   about  the  said 

commones,  aither  of  them,  13s.  4d.,  .  .  .  .  .16     8 

To    John   Wilisone   and    John   Wood    for   casting   faill    for   the   marches   of 

Kaidmure  and  Homilton,  aither  of  them,  13s.  4d.,  inde,  .  .  .16     8 

18th.     At  command  of  the  prowest  to  thrie  Scotts  gentlemen,  one  of  them 

being  ane  Hylander,  aither  of  them,  2s.,  inde,     .  .  .  .060 

27th.     When  I  was  desyred  be  the  counsell  to  goe  with  the  toun  hors  to  Stobo 

sclait  hill,  and  from  thence  to  Craigmiller,  and  from  Craigmiller  to  Leith, 

to  by  the  toun  dails,  for  myself  and  my  hors,      .  .  .  .300 

28th.     At  command  of  the  magistrats,  to  ane  distrest    minister  caled  Andro 

Aitin,  going  to  Ayerland,  .  .  .  .  .  .         0  12     0 

August  10th.     To  William  Wood  for  eight  load  stons,  from  the  Croas  Kirk 

to  the  said  Twid  brig,  at  12d.  a  load,  inde,  .... 

13th.     To  Hector  George  for  peits  to  the  scolmaster. 
To  put  up  the  brood  in  the  tolbuith,  containing  the  King  and  toun  arms, 

6  plensher  naills,  8d.  ;  ane  skainya  thrid,  2d.,  inde. 
To  Mr.  John  Williamsone,  for  the  brood,         ..... 
According  to  the  magistrats  order,  to  Rebecka  Waich,  for  the  libertie  of  the 

race  to  be  run  in  the  mure,  .  ,  .  ,  ,  ,         6  13     0 

C2 


27 

12 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

15 

4 

0 

12 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

8 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

3 

0 

0 

202 


EXTRACTS   FROM  THE  RECORDS 


[appendix 

£>      s. 


16th.  To  bailyea  Tweidie  for  the  shooting  butts,  and  for  agrying  with 
Rebecka  Waich,  and  3  pynts  at  the  Solemnitie,  and  two  pynts  of  wyn 
to  thes  that  gat  the  arrow,  acording  as  his  aloued  compt  beirs, 

17th.  To  Robert  Foteringham,  younger,  for  ane  pair  of  shows  to  your  calf 
liird,  Patrick  Laing,  pryce,  ...... 

Michaelmas  1661  to  Michaelmas  1662. 

October  1st.  To  prowest  Plenderleath  for  wyn  at  the  Solemnitie,  5  pynts  ; 
mair  with  Barns,  a  pynt  of  wyn,  a  pynt  of  eall  and  ane  loaf ;  mair  with 
the  commissioners  of  excyse,  ane  pynt  wyn  and  two  pynts  eall,  allowed 
be  the  cownsell,  as  the  allowed  compt  beirs,         .... 

17th.  To  Robert  Dinmure,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  for  the  printed  pro- 
clamation for  the  dyts,    ...... 

27th.     At  the  elecktion  of  the  magistrats  for  the  dinner  in  the  prowests  hous, 

November  20th.  To  Katrin  Dewar  for  ten  quarters  of  gray  to  Patrick 
Laing,  calf-hird,  at  20s.  a-yard,  inde,       .... 

1662.  February  12th.  To  William  Greive  for  mending  the  pulpit  steps  in 
the  tolbuith,  and  the  furm  at  the  counsell  tabell, 

March  8th.  To  James  Scott  for  keiping  of  Janet  Robisone  the  moneth  of 
Janewar  and  Febrewar  1662,  12s.  monethly,  inde, 

August  16th.     To  William  Rey  for  two  loads  lyme  to  the  Cross, 

For  4  loads  sand,         ....... 

For  sousing  thes  two  loads  lym  to  the  croas. 

To  the  said  Wileam  for  tuo  load  to  the  Castillhil,  for  to  set  up  the  dyall 
becaus  that  two  load  would  not  serve,      .... 

4  loads  sand,  ....... 

Sousing  thes  two  loads  lym,    ...... 

His  drinks  to  the  said  aight  loads  lym,  thri  chapins  eal, 

Michaelmas  1662  to  Michaelmas  1663. 
1662.     October  7th.     Item,  for  casting  the  croas  of  Pebles,  as  they  say  was 

a  pracktice  in  former  tymes,         ..... 
For  their  drink  that  day,         ...... 

Depursed  on  the  clock  and  dyall  and  the  church  loaft : — 
18th.     From   James   Cockburn,    merchant,  as   compt  beirs    [three   payments 

amounting  to],     ....... 

Bringing  them  hom  from  Edinburgh  to  Peebles  [three  payments]. 
For  fyve  quarters  ayrn,  at  36  the  ston,  .... 

For  five  thak  sheifs  of  stra  for  making  Thomas  Brouns  bed  in  the  steipell. 
For  1 1  fathom  towes  to  the  cloak,       ..... 

For  4  load  peits  to  fyer  the  cloak,       ..... 

For  a  hunder  dor  nails  to  John  Moray  for  the  dyal,    . 

Ane  pund  and  ane  half  of  pan  bras,  pryce,      .... 

Two  pund  and  ane  half  of  ouser,  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 


8     0     0 


0  10     0 


7  6  0 

0  2  0 

6  3  2 

2  10  0 

0  6  8 


1 

4 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

6 

1 

10 

0 

0 

6 

0 

s 

.        24 

5 

0 

0 

11 

2 

2 

5 

0 

0 

3 

4 

1 

7 

6 

0 

16 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

12 

0 

1 

19 

0 

1662-3] 


OF  THE  BURGH  OF  PEEBLES. 


203 


Two  muchkins  oyl  doly  for  oyling  the  cloak,  .  .  .  . 

Item,  at  command   of   the  prowest  when    the  clock  wes  set  up,  a   galon  of 
call  and  tuo  bread,  ....... 

Caryed  up  the  pais  stons  to  the  stipell,  and  when  the  dyall  was  taken  doun, 
nyn  pynts  eall,    ........ 

Item,  when   the   prowest  and   clerk   spak   Thomas  Broun  for   the  pryce  of 
his  work,  4  pynts  eall,       ....... 

Item,  for  a  quarter  hunder  naills  to  mak  the  scafolding  in  kirk  for  painting  the 
loaft,         ......... 

Item,  to  Robert  Forrester,  for  paisbord,  .  .  .  .  . 

For  two  ounce  indigo,  ....... 

When  he  and  I  compted  in  James  Wadies,  a  quart  eall,  .  .       ^      . 

For  a  load  great  coals  to  the  said  Thomas,      ..... 

At  command  of  prowest  Wileamson,  to  the  workmen  set  up  the  chain  in  the 
stipel  hed,  4  pynts  eall,  a  loaf,     ...... 

19th.     To  Stiven  Greive  for  seiking  out  the  stons  at  the  Heigh   Kirk,  and 
biging  the  chain,  being  two  dayes  work,  .... 

For  his  drinks  thes  two  dayes,  ...... 

For   leiding   of   twentie  load    of   stons  to   mount  the  dyall,  and   four   great 
stons  from  the  heigh  kirk,  ...... 

23d.     When  the  said  dyall  was  set  up,  at  command  of  prowest  Williamson, 
four  pynts  eall,   ........ 

November  3d.     To  Thomas  Brown,  cnockman,  for  ruling  the  cloak, 
8th.     To   the   said   Thomas   for  the   painting   the   kirk   loft   and   the    dyall 
and  the  cheans,    ........ 

28th.     To  John  Moray,  wricht,  ane  halfe  hunder  nails  to  scafold  the  Croas 
to  fix  the  chain,  ....... 

December   10th.     To  Prowest  Plenderleiths  wyfe  for  a  quart  eall   (and  twell 
penies  for  tobaco),  that  John  Andro  drank  with  the  cloakman  that  cam 
from  Edinburgh,  ....... 

To  Prowest  Wileamsons  wyf,  4  pynts  eall  spent  be  Thomas  Broun,  cloakman, 
1663.     To    Johne    Jonkisone    for    meaking  the    stulle    of   the    chene    upon 
the  croce  longer,  ...... 

To  William  Heislop  for  wining  stones  out   of  the  Ould  Church,  and   out  o 
Tuead  to  the  breidge,       ...... 

To  Alexander  Chisholem  for  leading  of  frie  stone   from  the  Ould  Church  to 
Tueid  bridge,  being  10  lods,  ..... 

To  Thomas  Caitchen  for  foure  lods  stons  frome  the  kirk  to  the  bridge, 
April  30th.     For  ane  dyall  to  set  the  cloak  by,  . 

May  3d.     When    Baylya    Horsbruik   agryat  with   the  workmen   for   making 
the  tron,  thre  pynts  bear,  ..... 

For  14  pund  ayrn  for  the  use  of  the  tron,  at  36  the  ston, 

Thomas  Greive  for  working  the  said  ayrn,       .... 

James  Moray,  wright,  for  two  arms  of  oak  to  the  tron. 
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Dew  to  the  thesaurer  for  ana  oak  geist  to  the  tron,     . 

A  hunder  nails  to  the  said  trone,         .  ,  .  .  . 

Item,  when  the  tron  was  set  on  foot,  a  quarter  a  loaff,  .  . 

William  Heislop  and  Stiven  Greive  for  making  the  tron, 

6th.     To  ane  poor  man  robed  by  sea,  .... 

8th.     To  one  distrest  that  lived  in  Dundee,     .  .  .  < 

15th.     When  John  Gowan,  being  sick,  caryed  to  Hatenknow, 

At  command  of  the  prowest  to  the  said  John  Gowan, 

To  Patrick  Stivenson  for  his  hors  to  Edinburgh,  with  the  commissioner  to 

the  parliament,    ....... 

21st.     To  the  boyes  that  ran  the  race  when  the  commons  was  marched  about 

Homilton,  a  quare  and  ane  half  of  paper. 
To  William  Buchan,  sclaiter,  for  his  yearly  pention  for  repairing  the  shepell 

tolbuith  and  steiple  heid,  ..... 

30th.     To  one  distrest,  called  Maduell,  going  to  Ayrland, 
To  John  Wilson  for  mending  the  shotting  butts, 
June  13th.     Two  load  lyme  to  set  the  dyall  in  the  Castell  hill. 
At  command  of  the  prowest,  to  tuo   distrest  souldiers,  the  one  called  John 

Gray  the  other  William  Gray,      ..... 
At  command  of  the  prowest,  to  ane  distrest  woman  that  lived  in  Fyfi,  her 

son  being  distrakit,  ...... 
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Michaelmas  1663  to  Michaelmas  1664. 
1664.     August  30th.     Given  to  ane  distrest  merchant  called  John  Chambers, 

at  command  of  the  provest,  .  .  .  .  .  ,060 

Given  to  William    Hislop  and  William  Grieve   for   making    ane    bourd    and 

tua  furmes  to  the  stiple,  and  mending  the  Theifes  Holl,  .  .  .113 

Mair,  for  ane  candle  to  let  the  men  see  the  Theifes  Holl,         .  .  .004 

Michaelmas  1664  to  Michaelmas  1665. 
Imprimis,  for  tua  stepellis  to  hold  the  Tree  briggis,  to  hold  them  untaken 

away  with  the  ice,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .060 

Given  John  Fischer  for  going  throw  the  towne  with  Hew  Blakis  proclamation 

quhen  he  was  banished,  ...... 

Given  to  Johne  Cleg  a  candle  to  visit  Bessie  Melrose  in  the  Hole, 

Given  to  John  Fisher  for  mending  the  tua  lockis  Hew  Blak  broke  in  the  Hole, 

and  mending  the  chean  in  the  steiple  heid,  .... 

Given  to  Thomas  Smythis  wyfe  quhen  we  tooke  seising  of  the  East  Work, 
Given  to  Johne  Gellies  to  buy  small  towes  to  bind  the  thieves. 
Given  for  the  Custome  of  Shireff  gloves,  ..... 

Given  to  ane  distressed  man  that  was  taken  with  the  Turkes,  called  Thomas 

Monipennie,  at  command  of  the  provest,  .  .  .  .080 

Given  for  tua  pynts   of    {blank),   quhen    Thomas    Smyth    did  write   to   the 

Bishop  and  Barnes  for  Cringleties,  36  lib.,  .  .  .  .028 
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Item,  of  leid  to  the  bridge,  six  stone  and  a  half,  at  3  li.  4s.  stone. 

Item,  the   said   thesaurer  and   John   Horsburgh   tooke  out   16  frie  stones  on 

afternon  tide,  wherfor  they  drank  a  quart  of  aile, 
Item,  ane  hunder  nailes  to  make  up  the  scaffold. 
Item,  for  hedder  to  rune  the  leid,  a  turse  and  a  burtheing,     . 
Item,  six  candle  to  gar  the  leid  run,  ..... 
Given  to  James  Nicoll  for  threttie-ane  foot  of  frie  stone. 
To    the    said    James     Nicoll    for     1 1     dayes    work,    himself    and    the    man 

tua  merkes  a  day,  ...... 

Given    for   tuentie-foure    load    of   stones,    fetching   from   the   High   Kirk    to 

the  semble  of  the  bridge,  ..... 

Given  to  ane  criple  and  ane  blind  man,  blew  gownes, 
To  John  Fisher  for  his  iron  to  the  horolodge, 
For  leid  to  the  said  horologe,  ..... 
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Charter  by  King  David  H.  to  the  Chapel  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  within 
the  Burgh  of  Peblys,  of  his  Mill  of  Innerlethane.  Edinburgh,  20th 
September,    1367. 

David,  Dei  gracia,  Rex  Scottorum  :  Omnibus  probis  hominibus  tocius  terre  sue,  clericis 
et  laicis,  salutem.  Sciatis  nos,  divine  caritatis  intuitu  et  pro  salute  anime  nostre  et 
animarum  omnium  antecessorum  et  successorum  nostrorum  regum  Scocie,  dedisse, 
concessisse  et  hac  presenti  carta  nostra  confirmasse  Deo  et  capelle  Sancte  Marie  infra 
burgum  de  Peblys  noviter  fundate,  et  capellano  ibidem  divina  celebranti  et  in  perpetuum 
celebraturo,  Molendinum  nostrum  de  Innerlethane,  cum  tota  multura  nostra  que  dudum 
molendino  nostro  de  Traquaire  pertinere  solebat,  ex  parte  boreali  aque  de  Twed  a  villa  de 
Horsburk  usque  ad  Gatehopbume.  Tenendas  et  habendas  dicto  capellano  in  dicta  capella 
ut  premittitur  divina  celebranti  et  in  perpetuum  celebraturo,  ad  ipsius  sustentationem 
in  perpetuum,  in  puram  et  perpetuam  elemosinam,  adeo  libere,  quiete,  plenarie,  integre 
et  honorifice  sicut  aliquis  redditus  infra  regnum  nostrum  Scocie  alieno  loco  pro  liberius, 
quiecius  et  honorificencius,  in  puram  et  perpetuam  elemosinam  conceditur  sive  datur. 
In   cuius   rei    testimonium    presenti   carte   nostre   sigillum   nostrum   precepimus   apponi. 

David,  by  the  grace  of  Goil,  King  of  Scots:  To  all  good  men  of  his  whole  land,  clerics  and  laics,  greeting.  Know 
ye  that  we,  moved  by  divine  charity  and  for  the  weal  of  our  soul  and  of  the  souls  of  all  our  ancestors  and 
successors.  Kings  of  Scotland,  have  given,  granted  and  by  this  our  present  charter  confirmed  to  God  Eind  the 
chapel  of  Saint  Mary  newly  founded  within  the  burgh  of  Peblys,  and  to  the  chaplain  celebrating  £ind  to 
celebrate  divine  service  there  for  ever,  our  mill  of  Innerlethane,  with  our  whole  multure  which  formerly  used  to 
pertain  to  our  mill  of  Traquair,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  water  of  Twed  from  the  town  of  Horsburk  to  Gatehop- 
bume. To  hold  and  have  to  the  said  chaplain  in  the  said  chapel  celebrating  and  to  celebrate  divine  service  for 
ever  as  aforesaid,  for  his  sustentation  for  ever,  in  piure  and  perpetual  alms,  as  freely,  quietly,  fully,  wholly  and 
honorably  as  any  rent  in  any  other  place  within  our  kingdom  of  Scotland  is  most  freely,  quietly  and  honourably, 
in  pure  and  perpetual  alms  given  or  granted.     In  testimony  whereof  we  have  ordered  our  seal  to  be  appended  to 
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Testibus  :  venerabilibus  in  Christo  patribus,  Willelmo  episcopo  Sancti  Andree,  et  Patricio 
episcopo  Brechinensi,  cancellario  nostro,  Roberto  Senescallo  Scocie,  comite  de  Stratherne 
nepote  nostro,  Willelmo  comite  de  Douglas,  Roberto  de  Erskyne,  Archibaldo  de  Douglas, 
Hugone  de  Eglyngton  et  Waltero  de  Halyburton,  militibus.  Apud  Edynburgh,  vicesimo 
die  mensis  Septembris  anno  regni  nostri  tricesimo  octavo. 

W.    DE    TULACH. 

our  present  charter.  Witnesses:  the  venerable  fathers  in  Christ,  William,  bishop  of  St.  Andrews,  and  Patrick, 
bishop  of  Brechin,  our  chancellor,  Robert  steward  of  Scotland,  earl  of  Strathem,  our  nephew,  William  earl  of 
Douglas,  Robert  of  Ersk>-ne,  Archibald  of  Douglas,  Hugh  of  Eglynton,  and  Walter  of  Halyburton,  knights.  At 
Edinburgh,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month  of  September  jn  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  our  reign. 

W.    DE    TuLACH. 

III. 

Charter  by  King  Robert  III.  to  William  Inglis,  knight,  of  the  Barony 
of  Menare,  with  the  pertinents,  in  the  shire  of  Peblys.  Strivelyne, 
2  October.   1395.^ 

RoBERTUS,  Dei  gracia.  Rex  Scottorum  :  Omnibus  probis  hominibus  tocius  terre  sue,  clericis 
et  laicis,  salutem.  Sciatis  nos  dedisse,  concessisse  et  hac  presenti  carta  nostra  confirmasse 
dilecto  consanguineo  nostro  Willelmo  Inglis,  militi,  in  remuneracionem  facti  sui  notabilis, 
videlicet,  interfeccionis  Thome  de  Struthire,  Anglici,  militis,  quem  super  Marchiis  in  duello 
in  accione  infamie  interfecit,-  totam  et  integram  baroniam  de  Menare,  cum  pertinenciis, 
infra  vicecomitatum  de  Peblys.  Tenendam  et  habendam  dicto  Willelmo  et  heredibus 
suis,  de  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris,  in  feodo  et  hereditate  imperpetuum,  per  omnes  rectas 
metas  et  diuisas  suas,  in  unam  integram  et  liberam  baroniam,  cum  furca  et  fossa,  sok  et 
sak,  thol  et  theme,  cum  infangandthef  et  outfangandthef,  cum  tenandriis,  feodis,  foris- 
facturis  et  liberetenencium  seruicijs,  cum  curijs,  escaetis  et  earum  exitibus,  cum  wardis, 
releuiis  et  maritagiis,  cum  molendinis,  multuris  et  eorum  sequelis,  in  libera  foresta  et 
warenna,  et  cum  omnibus  aliis  et  singulis  libertatibus,  commoditatibus  et  aysiamentis, 
in  boscis  et  planis,  vijs,  semitis,  moris,  marresijs,  pratis,  pascuis  et  pasturis,  in  aucupaci- 
onibus,  venacionibus  et  piscacionibus,  in  petariis  et  turbarijs,  et  omnibus  aliis  pertinencijs 

Robert,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scots:  To  all  good  men  of  his  whole  land,  clerics  and  laics,  greeting.  Know 
ye  that  we  have  given,  granted  and  by  this  our  present  charter  confirmed  to  our  beloved  cousin  William  Inglis, 
knight,  in  reward  of  his  notable  deed,  namely,  tlie  slaying  of  Thomas  of  Struthire,  an  English  knight,  whom  he  slew 
on  the  Borders  in  a  duel  in  an  action  of  infamy,  all  and  whole  the  barony  of  Menar,  with  the  pertinents,  within 
the  shire  of  Peblys.  To  hold  and  have  to  the  said  William  and  his  heirs,  of  us  and  our  heirs,  in  fee  and  heritage 
for  ever,  by  all  their  right  meiths  and  marches,  in  one  whole  and  free  barony,  with  pit  and  gallows,  sok  and  sak, 
thol  and  theme,  with  infangand thief  and  outfangand thief,  with  tenants,  fees,  forfeitures  and  services  of  free 
tenants,  with  courts,  escheats  and  their  issues,  with  wards,  reliefs  and  marriages,  with  mills,  multures  and  their 
sequels,  in  free  forest  and  warren,  and  with  all  and  sundry  liberties,  commodities  and  easements,  in  woods  and 
plains,  ways,  passages,  muirs,  marshes,  meadows,  pasturages  and  grazings,  in  hawkings,  huntings  and  fishings, 
in  peat  bogs  and  mosses,  and  all  their  other  pertinents  whatsoever,  as  well  not  named  as  named,  as  well  under  the 

1  This  Charter  has   been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  J.  "The  duel  was  fought  at  Rulehauch   in  Roxburgh- 

Maitland    Thomson,    LL.D.,   who    had    it    transcribed  shire.      For   interesting   particulars   and   references    to 

from  the  original   among  the   Bams   estate   papers  at  other    authorities   see    Neilson's    "Trial   by   Combat"' 

present  preserved  in  the  Sheriff  Court  House  at  Peebles.  (1890),  pp.  283-4. 
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suis  quibuscumque,  tam  non  nominatis  quam  nominatis,  tam  sub  terra  quam  supra  terram, 
ad  predictam  baroniam  cum  pertinencijs  spectantibus  seu  quoquo  modo  spectare 
valentibus  infuturum,  libere,  quiete,  plenarie,  integre,  et  honorifice.  Reseruata  nobis  ac 
heredibus  nostris  superioritate  terrarum  quas  Willelmus  de  Gledstanys,  miles,  de  nobis 
tenet  infra  baroniam  predictam.  Reddendo  inde  annuatim,  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris, 
dictus  Willelmus  et  herdes  sui,  unum  denarium  argenti  apud  ecclesiam  de  Menare  in  festo 
Sancti  Gorgoni  nomine  albe  iirme,  si  petatur  tantum,  pro  wardis,  releuiis,  maritagijs, 
sectis  curiarum  et  omnibus  alijs  seruicijs,  oneribus,  exaccionibus  seu  demandis  secularibus, 
que  de  dicta  baronia  cum  pertinencijs,  reservata  semper  superioritate  terrarum  nobis 
et  heredibus  nostris  de  qua  superius  fit  mencio  specialis,  per  nos  vel  heredes  nostros  exigi 
poterunt  quomodolibet  vel  requiri.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  presenti  carte  nostre  nostrum 
precepimus  apponi  sigillum.  Testibus  :  venerabilibus  in  Cristo  patribus  Waltero  et 
Matheo  Sanctiandree  et  Glasguensis  ecclesiarum  episcopis  ;  Roberto  comite  de  Fyf  et 
Meneteth,  fratre  nostro  carissimo ;  Archebaldo  comite  de  Douglas  domino  Galwidie  ; 
Magistro  Duncano  Petyt,  archidiacono  Glasguensi,  cancellario  nostro  ;  Jacobo  de  Douglas 
domino  de  Dalketh  et  Thoma  de  Erskin,  consanguineis  nostris  dilectis,  militibus.  Apud 
Striuelyne,  secundo  die  Octobris  anno  regni  nostri  sexto. 

earth  as  above  the  earth,  belonging  or  which  at  any  future  time  might  in  any  manner  belong  to  the  foresaid 
barony,  with  the  pertinents,  freely,  quietly,  fully,  wholly  and  honourably.  Reserving  to  us  and  our  heirs  the 
superiority  of  the  lands  which  William  of  Gledstanes,  knight,  holds  of  us  within  the  foresaid  barony.  Paying 
therefor,  yearly,  the  said  William  and  his  heirs,  to  us  and  our  heirs,  one  silver  penny,  at  the  church  of  Menar,  on 
the  Feast  of  St.  Gorgon,  in  name  of  blench  farm,  if  asked  only,  for  wards,  reliefs,  marriages,  suits  of  courts  and  all 
other  services,  burdens,  exactions  or  secular  demands  which  can  any  way  be  asked  or  required  by  us  or  our  heirs 
furth  of  the  said  barony  with  the  pertinents,  reserving  always  to  us  and  our  heirs  the  superiority  of  the  lands  of 
which  special  mention  is  above  made.  In  testimony  wherof  we  have  ordered  our  seal  to  be  appended  to  our 
present  charter.  Witnesses:  the  venerable  fathers  in  Christ  Walter  and  Mathew,  bishops  of  the  churches  of 
St.  Andrews  and  Glasgow;  Robert  earl  of  Fyf  and  Meneteth,  our  dearest  brother;  Archibald  earl  of  Douglas  lord 
of  Galloway;  master  Duncan  Petyt,  archdeacon  of  Glasgow,  our  chancellor;  James  of  Douglas  lord  of  Dalketh, 
and  Thomas  of  Erskin,  our  beloved  cousins,  knights.  At  Stirling,  on  the  second  day  of  October  in  the  sixth  year 
of  our  reign. 


IV. 

Charter  by  King  James  11.  confirming  Charter,  dated  26th  August,  1436,  by 
WiUiam  Adeson  and  William  Myddylmast,  vicars  of  Lynton  in  Rothryk 
and  Selkirk  Regis,  to  the  altar  of  St.  Michael  in  the  church  of  St.  Andrew 
of  Peblis,  of  certain  tenements  within  the  town  of  Peblis.  Edinburgh, 
12th  November,  1439. 

Jacobus,  Dei  gracia.  Rex  Scotorum  :  Omnibus  probis  hominibus  tocius  terre  sue,  clericis 
et  laicis,  ad  quos  presentes  litere  pervenerint,  salutem :  Sciatis  quod  quandam  cartam 
Willelmi  Ade  et  Willelmi  Myddylmast,  vicariorum  de  Lynton  in  Roythryk  et  Selkyrk 

James,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scots:  To  all  good  men  of  his  whole  land,  clerics  and  laics,  to  whom  the 
present  letters  shall  come,  greeting :  Know  ye  that  we  have  carefully  inspected  a  charter  of  William  Adeson  and 
William  Myddylmast,  vicars  of  Lynton  in  Rothryk  and  Selkirk  Regis,  upon  the  foundation  of  a  chaplainry  in  the 
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Regis,  super  fundacione  cujusdam  capellanie  in  ecclesia  parochiali  Beati  Andree  de  Peblis 
de  mandate  nostro  visam  et  examinatam,  non  rasani  non  cancellatam,  non  viciatam,  nee 
in  aliqua  sui  parte  suspectam  diligenter  inspeximus,  cujus  tenor  sequitur  in  hec  verba : — 
Omnibus  hanc  cartam  visuris  vel  audituris,  Willelmus  Ade  et  Willelmus  Myddylmast, 
vicarii  de  Lynton  in  Roythryk  et  Selkyrk  Regis,  salutem  in  Domino  sempitemam  :  Sciatis 
nos  pro  salute  animarum  nostrarum  et  pro  salute  animarum  patrum  et  matrum,  fratrum 
et  sororum  antecessorum  et  successorum  ac  parentum  nostrorum,  et  omnium  fidelium 
defunctorum,  dedisse,  concessisse  et  hac  presenti  carta  nostra  confirmasse  Omnipotenti  Deo 
et  Beate  Marie  Virgini  et  altari  Beati  Michaelis  in  ecclesia  Beati  Andree  de  Peblis  fundato 
et  situato  et  capellanis  ibidem  Deo  servientibus  et  divina  celebrantibus  et  celebraturis, 
pro  animabus  predictis,  unum  tenementum  jacens  infra  villam  de  Peblis  ex  parte  boreali 
vie  regie  ejusdem  inter  tenementum  quondam  Ricardi  Tunnow  ex  parte  occidentali  ex  parte 
una  et  tenementum  Margarete  Tunnow  ex  parte  orientali  ex  parte  altera,  de  quo  tenemento 
debentur  quinque  denarii  annuatim  domino  nostro  Regi  nomine  burgalis  firme,  et  quatuor 
solidi  annualis  redditus  ad  altare  Beate  Marie  in  dicta  ecclesia  de  Peblis  fundatum 
annuatim  persolvendi ;  et  unum  tenementum  jacens  ex  parte  occidentali  aque  de  Peblys 
quod  solebat  vocare  Toddis  Wawes  inter  tenementum  Johannis  Bychet  ex  parte  occidentali 
ex  parte  una  et  tenementum  Patricii  Johannis  ex  parte  orientali  ex  parte  altera,  de  quo 
debentur  domino  nostro  Regi  annuatim  quinque  denarii  nomine  burgalis  firme  et  sex 
solidi  et  octo  denarii  annuatim  heredibus  Andree  de  Prestwyk  sive  Katerine  de  Prestwyk 
de  suis  corporibus  legitime  procreatis  sive  procreandis,  quibus  deficientibus  dicti  sex  solidi 
et  octo  denarii  debentur  altari  Beati  Nicholai  in  ecclesia  de  Peblys  situato ;  et  unum 
vastum  tenementum  inter  tenementum  Thome  Brone  ex  parte  occidentali  ex  parte  una  et 
tenementum  Thome  Doby  ex  parte  orientali  ex  parte  altera,  de  quo  debentur  domino 
nostro  Regi  annuatim  quinque  denarii  nomine  burgalis  firme  ;  et  unum  parvum  tenementum 
jacens  inter  viam  regiam  et  aquam  de  Peblys  prope  tenementum  Johannis  Dekyson  quod 
solebat  vocare  Tak  Smythis  Wawes,  de  quo  debentur  domino  nostro  Regi  annuatim  duo 

parish  church  of  Saint  Andrew  of  Peblis,  by  our  command  seen  and  examined,  not  erased,  not  cancelled,  not 
injured,  nor  suspect  in  any  part  of  it,  the  tenor  of  which  follows  in  these  words: — To  all  who  shall  see  or  hear  this 
charter,  William  Adeson  and  William  Myddylmast,  vicars  of  I.ynton  in  Roythryk  and  Selkyrk  Regis,  greeting  in  the 
Lord  everlasting:  Know  ye  that,  for  the  weal  of  our  souls  and  for  the  weal  of  the  souls  of  our  fathers  and  mothers, 
brothers  and  sisters,  ancestors  and  successors,  and  parents,  and  of  all  the  faithful  dead,  we  have  given,  granted  and 
by  this  our  present  charter  confirmed  to  Almighty  God  and  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary  and  to  the  altar  of  Saint 
Michael  founded  and  situated  in  the  church  of  Saint  Andrew  of  Peblis,  and  to  the  chaplains  serving  God  and 
celebrating  and  to  celebrate  divine  service  there,  for  the  foresaid  souls,  a  tenement  lying  within  the  town  of 
Peblis,  on  the  north  side  of  the  High  Street  thereof,  between  the  tenement  of  the  late  Richard  Tunnow  on  the  west 
on  the  one  side  and  the  tenement  of  Margaret  Tunnow  on  the  east  on  the  other  side,  furth  of  which  tenement  are 
due  five  pennies  yearly  to  our  lord  the  King  in  name  of  burgh  fcrm,  and  fovu'  shillings  of  annualrent  to  be  paid 
yearly  to  the  altar  of  Saint  Mary  founded  in  the  said  church  of  Peblis;  and  a  tenement  lying  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Water  of  Peblys  which  was  wont  to  be  called  Toddis  Wawes,  between  the  tenement  of  John  Bychet  on  the  west  on 
the  one  side  and  the  tenement  of  Patrick  Johnston  on  the  east  on  the  other  side,  furth  of  which  are  due  to  our  lord 
the  King  five  pennies  yearly  in  name  of  burgh  ferm  and  six  shillings  and  eight  pennies  yearly  to  the  heirs  lawfully 
procreated  or  to  be  procreated  of  the  bodies  of  Andrew  of  Prestwyk  or  of  Kathcrine  of  Prestwyk,  whom  failing 
the  said  six  shilUngs  and  eight  pennies  are  due  to  the  altar  of  Saint  Nicholas  situated  in  the  church  of  Peblys ;  and 
a  waste  tenement  between  the  tenement  of  Thomas  Bron  on  the  west  on  one  side  and  the  tenement  of  Thomas 
Doby  on  the  east  on  the  other  side,  furth  of  which  are  due  to  our  lord  the  King  five  pennies  yearly  in  name  of 
burgh  ferm  ;  and  a  small  tenement  lying  between  the  High  Street  and  the  water  of  Peblys,  near  the  tenement  of 
John  Dekyson,  which  was  wont  to  be  called  Tak  Smythis  Wawes,  furth  of  which  are  due  to  our  lord  the  King  two 
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denarii  cum  obolo  nomine  burgalis  firme,  et  octodecim  denarii  annuatim  heredibus  ejusdem. 
Tenenda  et  habenda  dicta  tenementa  cum  omnibus  suis  justis  pertinentiis  predicto  altari 
et  capellanis  ibidem  Deo  servientibus  et  servituris  imperpetuum,  pro  omnibus  animabus 
supradictis,  in  liberam,  puram  et  perpetuam  elimosinam,  cum  omnibus  libertatibus, 
commoditatibus  et  asiamentis  ac  justis  pertinentiis  quibuscunque  ad  dicta  tenementa 
spectantibus  sen  de  jure  spectare  valentibus  in  futurum,  adeo  libere,  quiete,  plenarie, 
integre  et  honorifice,  bene  et  in  pace,  sicut  aliqua  elimosina  in  regno  Scocie  liberius, 
quietius,  plenarius,  integrius,  honorificentius  conceditur  vel  donatur  seu  eciam  elimosinatur. 
In  cujus  rei  testimonium  presenti  carte  nostre  sigilla  nostra'  apponi  fecimus,  apud  Peblys 
vicesimo  sexto  die  mensis  Augusti  anno  Domini  millesimo  quadringentesimo  tricesimo 
sexto.  Quamquidam  cartam,  concessioncm  et  donacionem  in  eadem  contentam,  in 
omnibus  punctis  suis  et  articulis,  condicionibus,  modis  ac  circumstanciis  quibuscunque 
forma  pariter  et  effectu,  in  omnibus  et  per  omnia  approbamus,  ratificamus  et  imperpetuum 
confirmamus ;  salvo  nobis  et  successoribus  nostris  de  dictis  terris  cum  pertinentiis  servicio 
debito  et  consueto.  In  cujus  rei  testimonium  presenti  carte  nostre  confirmacionis  magnum 
sigillum  nostrum  apponi  precepimus.  Testibus  :  Willelmo  de  Crychton  ejusdem  cancellario 
nostro ;  Alexandro  de  Lewingston  de  Kalendar,  Waltero  Scot  de  Bukcluche,  militibus ; 
Thoma  de  Cranston,  preposito  de  Edynburgh  ;  RicardoCrag,  vicariode  Dwnde  ;  et  Thoma 
de  Peblys,  vicario  de  Hennerlethane.  Apud  Edynburgh,  duodecimo  die  mensis  Novembris 
anno  regni  nostri  tercio. 

pennies  and  a  halfpenny  yearly  in  name  of  burgh  ferm,  and  eighteen  pennies  yearly  to  the  heirs  of  the  same.  To 
hold  and  to  have  the  said  tenements,  with  all  their  just  pertinents,  to  the  foresaid  altar  and  to  the  chaplains 
serving  and  to  serve  God  there  for  ever,  for  all  the  souls  abovemeiitioned,  in  free,  pure,  and  perpetual  alms,  with 
all  liberties,  commodities  and  easements  and  just  pertinents  whatsoever  belonging  to  the  said  tenements  or  which 
might  lawfully  belong  thereto  in  future,  as  freely,  quietly,  fully,  wholly  and  honourably,  well  and  in  peace,  as  any 
alms  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  is  most  freely,  quietly,  fully,  wholly  and  honourably  granted  or  given  or  bestowed 
in  alms.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  our  seals  to  be  appended  to  our  present  charter,  at  Peblys  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  the  month  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-six. 
Which  charter,  grant  and  gift  in  the  same  contained,  we  approve,  ratify  and  for  ever  confirm  in  all  their  points  and 
articles,  conditions,  modes  and  circumstances  whatsoever,  in  the  like  form  and  effect  in  and  through  all  things ; 
saving  to  us  and  to  our  successors  the  service  due  and  wont  furth  of  the  said  lands  with  the  pertinents.  In 
testimony  whereof  we  have  ordered  our  great  seal  to  be  appended  to  our  present  charter  of  confirmation. 
Witnesses:  William  Crychton  of  that  Ilk,  our  chancellor;  Alexander  of  Levingston  of  Calendar,  Walter  Scot  of 
Bukcluche,  knights ;  Thomas  of  Cranston,  provost  of  Edinburgh  ;  Richard  Crag,  vicar  of  Dunde  ;  and  Thomas  of 
Peblys,  vicar  of  Hennerlethane.  At  Edinburgh,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the  month  of  November  in  the  third  year  of 
our  reign. 

1  The  seals  appended  to  the  original  Charter,  which  is  of  shield.     Legend :  S'  Villelml.    filii.    ade.    capellani. 

still  preserved,  are  in  almost  perfect  condition.     They  Diameter,  jj  inch. 

are  thus  described   in    Mr.   William   Rae   Macdonald's  1980a.  Middlemas,  Sir  William,  vicar  of  Selkirk.    A 

"Scottish  Armorial  Seals"   (1904): —  stag  head  cabossed  with  a  cross  between    the  attires. 

Addenda  12a.    Adamson,  Sir  William,  vicar  of  West  Shield    within    a     quatrefoil.      Legend:    S.    Vjllelmi 

Linton.    A  stag  head  cabossed.     Foliage  at  top  and  sides  Myddelmast.    Diameter,  i  J  inch. 
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Agane  (33),  before. 

AiKERES  (22),  acres,  pieces  of  land. 

Albeit  (186),  although. 

Allares  (47),  alder  bushes  or  trees. 

Als  Weill  (45),  as  well. 

Ambrie  (122),  cupboard. 

Amit  (22),  lose. 

Ane  (30),  one. 

Anent  (66) ,  concerning,  about. 

Arles  (48),  money  given  for  confirming  a 

bargain. 
Arnes  (148),  irons. 
Ather  (9),  either. 
Attour  (116),  besides. 
AucHT  (32),  ought. 
AucTORiTE  (2),  authority. 
AwNERES  (5),  owners. 
Ay  (3),  continuously. 
Ayrn  (203),  iron. 

Bairne  (24),  child. 

Baiting  (102),  feeding,  grazing. 

Balkes  (41),  stripes  of  ground  left  un- 
tilled. 

Band  (30),  bond. 

Beedmen  (129),  persons  supported  by  alms. 

Beiting  (33),  mending. 

Beltane  Fair-day  (34),  3rd  May  (see  Vol. 
I.,  p.  85). 

Bertle  (Bartholomew)  Fair-day  (68), 
24th  August  (see  Vol.  I.,  p.  86). 

Bigging  (18),  building. 

Birlawmen  (39),  persons  having  super- 
vision of  local  concerns. 

Birsed  (196),  pressed,  squeezed. 

Blew  Gownes  (205),  beedsmen  who  wore 
blue  gowns  and  had  certain  privileges. 

BoNKER  (81),  a  bench  .serving  as  a  chest. 

Bounteith  (13),  reward  in  addition  to  fee. 

Bow  Bridge  (17),  arched  bridge. 

Breid  (33),  bread,  loaf,  loaves. 

Brod  (32),  board. 

Brothering  (56),  convivial  initiation  to  a 
fraternity  or  trade. 


BuDD  (91),  gift,  bribe, 

BuiST  (156),  box. 

By  and  Attour  (116),  over  and  above. 

Byganes  (38),  arrears. 

Calsay  (3),  causeway,  street. 

Calsay  Burges  (13),  supposed  to  be  a 
burgess  with  limited  privilege  of 
street  trading. 

Capfull  (i),  fourth  part  of  a  peck. 

Chen  (203),  chain. 

Christ  (176),  crest. 

Clapper  (24),  a  rattle  for  calling  attention. 

Clipping  (139),  shearing. 

Cloige  (35),  piece  of  timber. 

CocKSTOOLLS  (i6o),  stools  ou  which  cul- 
prits were  seated  and  dipped  in  water. 

Cognosceing  (51),  investigating  for  de- 
cision. 

Compone  (17),  compound,  settle. 

CoMPT  (25),  account. 

CoMPTABLE  (46),  accountable. 

CoNNZEA  (85),  comer. 

Cop  (17),  cap,  measure. 

Coup  (50),  to  barter  or  buy  and  sell. 

Craiffand  (51),  craving,  asking. 

Crames  (13),  booths,  stalls. 

Credill  (198),  framework  used  as  move- 
able scaffold. 

Cunye  (91),  corner. 

Dailles  (i),  deals,  boards,  planks. 
Darge  (48),  day's  work. 
Dinging  (151),  knocking,  striking. 
Dinningsday  (102),  day  of  St.  Dionysius, 

9th  October. 
DiSTRAKiT  (204),  distracted. 
DiTTAY  (55),  indictment. 
DivoiT  (7),  sod. 

DoLLER  (8),  coin  valued  at  58s. 
Do  WES  (120),  doves,  pigeons. 
Drouth  (175),  drought. 
DuNSCHiNG  (10),  pressing,  thrusting. 
Durk  (127),  dirk,  dagger. 
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Eldine  (4),  fuel. 
Els  (21),  already. 
Elsine  Yrones  (25),  awls. 
Elwand  (13),  an  ell  measure. 
Erne  (195),  iron. 
EscHEiTT  (5),  forfeit. 
ExERCE  (2),  exercise,  use. 
Eyce  (197),  ice. 

Faile  (7),  turf. 

Failzea  (14),  failure. 

Fand  (64),  found. 

Fastingsein  (154),  evening  preceding  first 

day  of  Fast  of  Lent. 
Feid  (133),  enmity. 
Flyte  {14),  to  abuse  or  scold. 
FoDDOME  (192),  fathom,  measure  of  six  feet. 
Foirend  (18),  first  part. 
FoRANENT  (3),  opposite. 
Forstalleres    (5),    those    who    purchase 

goods  before  coming  to  market. 
Era  (135),  from. 

Garrin  Naills  (194),  spiked  nails. 
Geist  {204),  joist. 
GiRS  (201),  hoops. 
GiRST  (178),  grain  thirled  to  a  mill. 
GiRTHES  (4),  bands. 
GoALL  (143),  gaol,  jail. 

Grassowmes  (52),  soums  of  grass  or  pro- 
portions of  grazing  ground. 
Groattes  (7),  coins  valued  at  4d.  each. 

Habile  (130),  qualified. 

Hail  (ii),  whole. 

Heaways  (4),  highways. 

Hedder  (205),  heather. 

Heid    Rowmes     (5),    head    or    boundary 

grounds. 
HiNG  (67),  hang. 
Hog  (155),  a  young  sheep. 
HouRLiCH  (54),  horologe,  dial. 

Ilk  (i),  each. 

Imbasiled  (178),  embezzled,  abstracted. 
Ingross    (50),    to    purchase    in    large 
quantities. 

Javill  (48),  jail,  prison. 
Jest  (195),  joist. 

JoiGES    (55),   a   pillory,   the   culprit   being 
fastened  by  iron  collar  round  neck. 

Kaille  (4),  colewort. 

Kill  (22),  kiln  for  drying  malt. 


KiST  (192),  chest. 

Knaveschipe  (i),  dues  to  miller's  man. 

Knock  (54),  clock. 

KuY  (11),  cows. 

Laidill  (33),  ladle  or  measure  for  exacting 

custom  in  kind. 
Lair  (139),  to  place  in  resting  ground. 
Lakewakes  (156),  watching  the  bodies  of 

the  dead. 
Land-stoilles   (18),   foundations  at  land 

ends  of  bridge. 
Lawburrowes   (i),   legal  security  against 

bodily  harm. 
Leid  Shilling  (56),  counterfeit  coin  made 

of  lead. 
Leid  the  Peites  (56),  remove  the  peats. 
Lesed  (157),  injured. 
Lesum  (123)  ;    Lisum  (31),  lawful. 
LiNGiT  Oyll  (200),  linseed  oil. 
Loan  (139),  to  drive  along  a  way. 
LoiT  (13),  to  share  in  burdens. 
Louses  (42),  looses,  relaxes. 
LuE  (59),  exchange. 
LuNE  (125),  loon,  rogue. 

Mad  (155),  a  shepherd's  plaid. 

Meale  (191),  main,  rent. 

Meikill  (197),  large. 

Mensworne  (141),  perjured. 

Met  (81),  measure. 

Missand  (21),  missing. 

Muck  (55),  manure. 

Multure  (18),  dues  for  grinding  grain. 

Naig  (3),  horse. 

Obleist  (144),  obliged. 

OuRSowMES   (34),   stock  over  the  allowed 

number. 
OuTLAND  Man  (53),  one  not  a  burgess  and 

living  outwith  burgh. 
Outrick  (125),  outfit,  rigging  out. 
Oyl  Doly  (203),  oil  of  olives. 

Paine  (8),  penalty. 

Paisstones  (200),  stone  weights  for  clock. 

Pand  (149),  pledge. 

Paroche  (6),  parish. 

Pennie  Worth  {109),  bargain,  value. 

Peper  (191),  paper. 

Persone  (68),  parson,  minister. 

Plencher  Naills   (195),  large  nails  used 

for  flooring. 
Plenish  (33),  supply  with  stock. 


GLOSSARY. 


215 


Pleuches  (7),  ploughs. 

PoYND  (8),  to  seize  or  attach  by  legal 
process. 

Prebendarie  Dueties  (12),  rents  or 
revenues  formerly  payable  to  church- 
men. 

Preveening  (46),  preventing. 

PuTCH  (91),  pocket. 

Putt  (35),  buttress. 

Pykeing,  stealing,  pilfering. 

Pykeres  (4),  pilferers. 

QuEicH  (71),  a  drinking  cup. 
QuHEAT  (4),  wheat. 
QuHiLL  (194),  till. 

Raik    (119),  carrying   from    one  place    to 

another  ;   Raik  of  Sclaits  (95),  taking 

a  load  of  slates. 
Regraitt  (3),  complain  about. 
Regraitteres  (5),  those  who  buy  and  sell 

again  in  same  market. 
Remit  (58),  cancelled,  discharged. 
RiGwoiDiE  (125),  deserving  the  widdie  or 

gallows. 
Riven  (48),  torn. 
RowMES,  spaces,  places. 
Ryot  {7),  attack,  assault. 
Ryped  (86),  searched. 
Ryve  (138),  break  up. 
Ryved  (137),  torn,  destroyed. 

St.  Dinningsday  (102),  day  of  St.  Diony- 

sius,  9th  October. 
St.  Petersday  (102),  29th  June. 
Saw  (ii),  sow  ;   Sawing  (34),  sown. 
Sayltrees     (195),     sill-trees,     pieces     of 

timber  for  supports. 
ScATT  (13),  to  bear  stent  or  taxation. 
Schair  (17),  shire. 

Schilline  (i),  grain  freed  from  husks. 
ScHiR  (192),  shire. 
ScHO  (10),  she. 
Schooting  (10),  pushing. 
ScHUN  (196),  shoes. 
Sesine  (2),  sasine,  possession. 
Shedding  (139),  separating  lambs  from  ewes. 
Shoole  (194),  shovel. 
Shot  (147),  shoved. 
Shottles  (no),  drawers,  or  divisions. 
Shoulder  (193),  soldier. 
SicLYKE  (5),  suchlike,  likewise. 
Skainya  Thrid  (201),  packthread. 
Skaith  (5),  loss. 
Skaithless  (118),  free  from  injury. 


Skews  (102),  sods  covering  gables. 

Sklaittes  (48),  slates. 

Slaide  (37),  sledge. 

Slaps.     See  "  Sloppes." 

Sloppes  (20)  ;    Slaps  (97),  gaps. 

Slot  (192),  bar,  bolt. 

Smeered  Sheep   (38),  sheep  rubbed  over 

with  tar  and  grease  or  other  compound. 
Snack  (122),  latch. 
Sned  (60),  prune,  lop  off. 
Sogger  (195),  soldier. 
Sousing  (202),  watering. 
SowME  (23),  proportion  of  land. 
SowME  (24),  sum. 
Spaning  (139),  weaning. 
Speared  (113),  asked. 
Sprentis  (196),  clasps. 
Stallenger  (63),  a  stallholder. 
Staples  (156),  fastenings. 
Steipstane  (22),  place  for  steeping  malt. 

Probabl  y  same  as  "  Stepf at "  ( I . ,  p.  2  04) , 

a  vat  in  which  malt  is  steeped. 
Stent  Rolles  (6),  lists  according  to  which 

taxation  is  imposed. 
Sticked  (103),  stabbed. 
Stockes   (64),  a  pillory  in  which  culprits 

were  fastened  by  hands  or  feet. 
Stokes  (38),  plant  stems  ;    "  pull   stokes  " 

refers    to    a    well-known    practice    at 

Hallowe'en. 
Stragling  (126),  dispersing. 
Straiket  (i),  stroked  for  levelling. 
Straikit  Hands  (21),  joined  hands. 
Stulle  (203),  stool,  stem. 
SwA  (146),  so. 
Syk    (36),    a    marshy    hollow    with    small 

stream  in  it. 

Tedderes  (3),  tethers,  fastenings. 

Teil  (7),  plough  or  till. 

Teynd  (136),  teind,  tithes. 

Theiking  (9),  thatching,  roofing. 

Thraif  of  Ait  Stra   (196),  oat  straw  in 

twenty-four  sheaves  or  bundles. 
Thristles  (123),  thistles. 
Tilth  (4) ,  ground  for  tillage. 
Topp  (62),  sell,  retail. 
Toure  (5),  turn. 
Tow  (3),  rope. 
Tramping  (34),  treading. 
Transient   Quarterings    (5),    quartering 

soldiers  on  the  march. 
Trie  Bridge  (191),  wooden  bridge. 
Trupperis  (195),  troopers. 
Tua  Bread  (33),  two  loaves. 
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TuiK  OF  Drum  (148),  beat  of  drum. 
TuLZEANG  (63),  quarrelling,  attacking. 
I'uRS  (13),  load. 

Uncouth  Goods  (sy),  stock  belonging  to 

strangers. 
Unforgevin  (34),  exacted  in  full. 
Unfriemen     (5),     those     who     were     not 

burgesses. 
Unsonsie  (125),  mischievous,  causing  ill  luck. 
Unspeared  (32),  unasked. 
Utter  (122),  outer. 

Vacance  (13),  vacation. 
Vaging  (170),  wandering. 
Volt  (139),  vault. 


Waird  (13),  guard,  defend. 
Wairded  (19),  imprisoned. 
Wald  (3),  would. 
Walker  (id),  a  fuller  of  cloth. 
Wareit  (6),  expended. 
Wecht  (22),  weight. 
Wedsett  (51),  mortgage. 
Weycht  Back  (33),  beam  for  weighing. 
Whill  (3),  till. 
Whinger  (50),  a  short  sword. 
WoDAiLLES   (i),  wooden  deals,  boards,  or 
planks. 

Yeild  (ii),  barren,  not  bearing. 
Yet  (67),  gate. 


INDEX. 


Accounts,  treasurer's,  revising  of,  i8. 

passed  in  exchequer,  36,  57. 

auditors  of,  107. 

expenditure  at  receiving,  112. 

receipt  and  disposal  of  money,  158. 

extracts  from,  191-205. 

Adeson,  William,  vicar  of  Linton,  207. 

Aickerfield,  igi. 

Aitin,  Androw,  minister,  201. 

Alane,  William,  89,  106. 

Alders  on  Cademuir,  47. 

Ale,  price  of,  21. 

Ale  and  beer,  supplies  of,  191-205. 

Alexander,  James,  76. 

John,  30. 

Allan  (Alane),  John,  30. 

William,  103. 

Anderson,  Alexander,  30. 

Andrew,  29  ;  in  Edstoune,  1 30. 

James,  school  doctor,  122  ;  indweller, 

125. 

Jean,  146. 

Andrew  (Andro),  John,  4,  6,  22,  30,  70, 
191  ;  bailie,  193,  203  ;  provost,  41,  43, 
45.  54.  66. 

Thomas,  tailor,  99. 

Anne,  Queen,  oath  of  allegiance  and  assur- 
ance to,  167. 

Annitshopheid,  59. 

Antiquity  of  the  burgh,  98. 

Archery,  71,  201.     See  "  Arrow." 

Archibald,  Alexander,  iii. 

Arms,  town's,  on  tolbooth,  201. 

Arms  and  ammunition,  supply  of,  10,  12, 
17.  173- 

purchase  of,  78. 

in  hands  of  inhabitants,  83,  96. 

burgesses  to  be  provided  with,  96. 

Arrestment  of  goods,  56. 

Arrow,  silver,  repair  of,  T*,. 

shooting  at  butts  for,  202. 

Assault  and  disturbance,  cases  of,  2,  4,  7, 
8,  10,  II,  21,  25,  48,  58,  63,  68,  73, 
103-5,  no.  III,  112-3,  125,  127,  136, 
147,  149,  1 5 1-2,  154,  164,  166. 


Assault  and  disturbance,  hearing  of  cases 

of,  9,  54,  161. 
Assembly,  general,  commissioners  to,  135-6, 

138,  146,  150,  156. 
Assessment,  supplication  for  abatement  of, 

18,  20,  25. 

imposition  of,  19,  22,  42,  49,  in. 

breaking  of,  on  inhabitants,   26,   37, 

42,  78,  83,  III. 

Kirklands  freed  from  shire,  43. 

collection  of  monthly,  191,  201. 

Athelstone  (Eddleston)  water,  174-5.      See 

"  Peebles  water." 
Ayr,  provost  of,  44. 


carrymg,  21,  132,  137. 
Bailies,  railing  upon,  38. 
accusation  of  partiality  of,  162.     See 

"  Slander,"  "  Magistrates." 

disobedience  to,  58. 

share  of  sentence  money  to,  81. 

election  of,  107. 

fees  to,  193. 

Baillie,  Alexander,  19. 

Bakers   (Baxters),   prices   charged   by,    21. 

See  "  Bread." 

oven  of  a  baker,  46. 

fines  imposed  on,  75. 

Balks,  cutting  grass  on,  41. 

Ballantyne,  Margaret,  149. 

Banishment,  26,  log,  no,  146,  148,  163. 

Baptisms,  attendance  at,  120. 

Baquhone,  Marjory,  servitrix,  25. 

Bark  hole,  75. 

Barnes,  laird  of,  204.    See  "  Burnet." 

Barns,  marches  with,  96. 

Barony  and  regality,  burghs  of,  161. 

Baxters.     See  "  Bakers." 

Beggars,    sturdy,    against    harbouring,    9, 

130,  162. 
Bell,  Agnes,  58. 

Joan,  117. 

John,  4,  9,  20,  27,  29,  72  ;   smith,  201. 

— —  Thomas,  1 30. 

Bells,  ringer  of,  24,  98,  144,  153. 

ringing  the  fray  bell,  100, 
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Bell,  re-casting  great,  i88. 

Belsches  burne,  37. 

Beltane  day  and  race,  34,  35,  55,   56,   59, 

63.  86,  93,  113,  176. 

red  coats  for  officers  at,  117. 

fair,  154,  201. 

Bennet,  Marion,  no. 

Thomas,  29,  60. 

William,  19,  30,  108. 

Berwick,  193. 

Betsbrae,  95. 

Biggar,  presbytery  of,  181. 

Birlawmen,  appointment  of,  39,  183. 

Birsbain,  James,  201. 

Birthwood,  laird  of,  76. 

Bishop,  writing  to,  204. 

Black,  Hew,  63,  200,  201. 

Blackbarony,  laird  of,  37,  38,  43,  64,  loi, 

147,  192. 
— — ■  lady,  96. 
Blackbrae,  59. 
Blackmoore,  193. 
Blackstock,  James,  30. 

John,  61. 

Blaikland  Boucht,  36. 

Blasphemy,  23.     See  "  Slander." 

Blind  man,  201,  205. 

Blisset,  captain,  45. 

Blue  gowns,  205. 

Boat  for  laying  in  Tweed  cauld,  119. 

Bon-fire  day,  200. 

Bonnington  (Bonyntoun),  7. 

Borrowed  money,  bonds  for,  54,  117. 

Borrowman  (Burrowman),  bailie,  97. 

— —  James,  92. 

John,  72,  loi,  106,  no,  121. 

Mairten,  30. 

—  William,  95. 

Borthwick,  Alexander,  wright,  60. 

Bothanes,  191. 

Boys,  races  run  by,  201,  204. 

Braidie,  William,  29. 

Brandy  and  strong  waters,  sellers  of,  132, 

168-9.     See  "  Excise." 
Bread,  price  and  weight  of,  21,  54,  82. 

market,  57. 

fines  for  selling  under  weight,  75. 

Brechin,  Patrick,  bishop  of,  206. 
Bridge  over  Yarrow  water,  16. 

over  mill  dam,  16,  17,  18,  19,  194. 

Tweed,  sweepings  of,   17,  83;    stones 

for,  115,  201,  203,  205  ;    iron  chain  on, 

177  ;  repairs  on,  197,  199. 
Peebles  stone,  sweepings  of ,  17;  ground 

at,  feued,  74;    Old  Town  bridge,  125. 


Bridge,  Bridgehouse,  Linton,  42. 

over  Mouse  at  Cleghorn,  99. 

Bridgegait,  83. 

Bridgehouseknowe  (Brighousknow) ,  set  of 

custom  of,  14,  15,  191. 
reduction   of   dues   for   those   paying 

town  custom,  15. 
Edinburgh    troubling    merchants    at, 

17.  44- 

repair  of  bridge  at,  42. 

agreement  with  those  in  Linton  for 

market  of,  48. 

stance  of  market  held  at,  200. 

Bridges,  timber  left  from,  i. 

upholding  of,  6. 

mending  of,  35. 

tree,  44,  102,  174,  191,  197,  199,  204. 

Briglands,  60. 

Brisbane,  James,  60. 

Brothering,  rules  as  to,  56,  115,  172. 

Brotherstaines,  Christian,  95. 

— —  James,    23,    27,    29,    57,    70,    95,    96, 

130;     flesher,    51,    145;     writer,    146; 

treasurer,  149,  153;    commissary  clerk, 

172  ;   town  clerk,  172,  182,  189. 

John,  91. 

Patrick,      30,      56,     65,      108,      121  ; 

merchant,      119;      bailie,      130,      135; 

provost,  140. 
William,    29,    87,    130;     flesher,    145, 

179. 
Broune,  George,  carrier,  140,  163. 

John,  168  ;  provost,  180. 

Thomas,   202-3,   208  ;    knockman,   or 

clockman,  203. 
Bruce,  David,  87,  120,  164. 
Bryden,  Andrew,  burgess,  19. 

William,  burgess,  19,  30. 

Buchan,  William,  slater,  204. 

Buchanan,  John,  4,  9,  29  ;   cordiner,  25,  26. 

Walter,  in  parish  of  Port,  Perthshire, 

158-9. 
Bull,  common,  40,  95,  200. 
Bullo,  James,  in  Biggar,  159. 
Burgesses,  entry  money  of,  3,  19,  112,  191. 
burdens    and     duties    of,     1 3.       See 

"  Causeway  burgess." 

admission  of,  19,  40,  99,  112,  149-50. 

imposts  on,  23. 

to  be  provided  with  arms,  96. 

usurping  liberty  of,  43,  92. 

— —  heirs  of,  exercising  trade,  63. 

assembly  of,  65,  69,  70. 

expense  of  making,  loi. 

poverty  of,  in. 
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Burgesses,  dinner  at  admission  of,  112. 

oath  on  admission  of,  189. 

Burgesses  and  inhabitants,  assembly  of,  11. 

Burgesship,  deprivation  of,  3,  4,  8,  79, 
128,  1 5 1-3. 

discharged  burgess  restored  to  free- 
dom, S3. 

Burgh  lands,  prebendary,  burgage  and  feu 
duties  from,  12,  17,  38. 

affairs,  state  of,  147. 

Burgh  maills,  collection  of,  35,  46,  191. 

Burghs,  claim  against,  for  public  debt,  7. 

commissioners  of,  26.  See  "  Con- 
vention." 

Burials,  attendance  at,  81,  113. 

Burnet,  John,  collector  of  assessment,  43. 

Mr.  William,  of  Barns,  n,  197. 

commissar,  149. 

Burning  on  cheek,  103. 

Burroman.     See  "  Borrowman." 

Butcher,  lieutenant,  196. 

Butter,  weighing  of,  65,  80. 

Butts  for  archery,  201-2. 

Bychet,  John,  208. 

Byres,  James,  servitor,  54. 

Caddel  (Caudell,  Kaudill),  Issobel,  146. 

John,  126. 

William,  197. 

Caidmuir  (Cademure),  feuing  lands  of,  7. 

building  houses  on,  9,  199. 

milk  cows  on,  1 1 . 

poinding  strangers'  goods  on,  14. 

charge  for  unfreemen  pasturing  goods 

on,  15. 

goods  on,  to  be  clipped,  15. 

town's  goods  on,  15. 

soumes  allowed  on,    15,    34,    37,   74, 

114,  156,  167. 

bam  on  Dodhouse  of,  20. 

lands  adjoining,  purchased,  27,  39. 

to  be  possessed  by  burgesses  having 

tenements,  28,  29,  33,  52. 

casting  turf  and  fuel  on,  35,  48,  "j},. 

disposition  of,  36. 

separation    of    white    and    smeared 

sheep  on,  38. 

removing  strangers'  goods  from,  39. 

alders  on,  47. 

contravening  laws  as  to  soumes  on,  52. 

riot  on  town's  servants,  54. 

encroachment  on,  54. 

sheep  removed  from  commons  to,  64. 

tillage  and  apportionment  to  inhabi- 
tants, 69,  167. 


Caidmuir    (Cademure),   resolution   to    feu 

soumes  of,  70. 

setting  of  soumes  on,  114. 

herds  to  have  horses  on,  115. 

militia   man   put   out   by   herds   and 

tenants  of,  125. 

cautioners  for  herds  of,  138. 

baron  of,  180,  183. 

sheep  rents  on,  191. 

Caitcheone,  Adam,  92  ;    fiesher,  85. 

James,  57,  68. 

John,  105. 

Thomas,  136-7,  161,  203. 

William,  1 1 1 . 

Calfherd,  84,  202. 

Callander,  in  Perthshire,  158. 

Calumny.     See  "  Slander." 

Calves,  keeping  of,  84. 

Cambridge,  Scotch  register  at,  98. 

Campbell,    Mr.    John,    minister    of    Muni- 

vaird,  159. 
Candlemakers,  rules  as  to,  173. 
Cardrona  land,  trees  cut  off,  60, 

laird  of,  129. 

Carrier's  badge,  117. 

Castlehill,  against  pasturing  horses  on,  41. 

set  of,  102. 

keeping  sheep  or  nolt  on,  188. 

setting  up  dial  at,  202,  204. 

Caudell.     See  "  Caddel." 

Caulds.     See  "  Tweed,"  "  Manor  water." 

Causeway     (Calsay),     3,     44,     196.       See 

"  Streets." 
Causeway  (Calsay)  burgess,  13,  14. 
Caver  hill,  196. 

Cess,  act  as  to,  22.     See  "  Assessment." 
rental  of  lands  and  tenements  liable 

for,  185. 
Chalmers,  William,  councillor,  185. 
Chambers,  John,  204. 
- — —  William,  deacon  of  weavers,  169. 
Chancellor,  James,  school  doctor,  122. 
Chapel  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  charter  to,  205. 

pulpit  and  seats  in,  i,  195-6. 

repairs  on,  6,  7,  49,  61,  195,  198. 

building  adjoining,  43,  61. 

examination  of  schoolmaster  in,  181. 

Chapelhill  (Chaippelhill) ,  45. 

Charitable  allowance  to  a  distracted  person, 

40. 

donation  on  losses  by  fire,  76. 

donation  to  a  late  school-doctor,  84. 

to  a  man  and  wife,  112. 

to  John  Crawfurd,  122.  133. 

Charles  II.,  King,  oath  of  allegiance  to,  49. 
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Charles  II.,  Restoration  day,  51,  200. 

birthday  of,  112. 

crowning  of,  201. 

arms  of,  on  tolbooth,  201. 

Charter  chest,  visitation  of,  20. 

— - —  papers  laid  in,  114. 

Cheese,  weighing  of,  65,  80. 

Child  murder,  140. 

Chisholme  (Chishome),  laird,  199. 

Alexander,  203. 

Gilbert,  30. 

Thomas,  loi,  106;    bailie,  121. 

William,  9,  198. 

Church,  Cross,  repairs  on,  6,  22,  35,  41, 
198,  202,  203. 

building  pews  in,  9. 

assault  in,  10. 

founding  of,  98. 

lines  for  not  attending,  108. 

guildry  seat  in,  160. 

stones   from,   to   Tweed   bridge,    201, 

203,  205. 

exercise,  time  of,  16. 

Circuit  court  at  Jedburgh,  97. 

Claines,  Robert,  152. 

Clapper,  going  through  town  with,  24. 

Cleansing  streets,  63.     See  "  Streets." 

Cleg,  Charles,  62. 

John,     12,     17,     29,     52,     74  ;      town 

customer,  14,  15,  191,  204;  drummer, 
62. 

Cleghorn,  laird  of,  99. 

Cleilland,  captain,  115. 

Clock,  54.     See  "  Knock." 

Closs,  common  passage  through,  51. 

Cloustrand,  36. 

Coal  and  candle,  furnishing  of,  to  soldiers, 
3,  22,  33,  191,  195. 

Coal  pit,  going  to,  50. 

Coals,  loads  of,  164. 

Cochrane,  Janet,  87. 

Cockburne,  captain,  114. 

James,  merchant,  202. 

Cockstools,  punishment  of,  160-1,  163. 

Colchester,  lord,  133. 

Coldcoat,  lime  from,  123. 

Colein,  Isobell,  146. 

Colme,  captain,  12. 

Commander-in-chief  (General  Monk),  sup- 
plication to,  18. 

Commissariat,  erection  of,  36. 

removal  of,  149. 

Common  ground,   building  material  from, 

43- 
Commons,  town's,  55,  167. 


Commons,  burning  heather  on,  59. 
— —  pasturage  on,  64,  67. 

drummer  going  about,  73. 

danger  of  losing  benefit  of,  108. 

Commonwealth  with  England,  assent  to,  3. 

Communion  cups,  114. 

Constables,  appointment  of,  165. 

— —  powers  of,  165-6,  170. 

Conventicles,  108. 

Convention    of    burghs,    commissioner    to, 

26,  44,  60,  66,  116,  161,  197. 

act  of,  as  to  disputed  questions,  174. 

Cordiners,    privileges   granted   to,    79,    93. 

153.     See  also  "  Shoemarket." 

prices  of,  90. 

— —  tan  holes  of,  174. 

Cork,  Thomas,  candlemaker,  173. 

Corns,  stealing,  20.     See  "  Harvest." 

Council.     See  "  Town  council." 

Council-house,  181. 

Couper,     Mathew,     maltman,     burgess    of 

Dumfries,  115. 
Court,  keeping  order  in,  96. 

held  in  tolbooth,  104,  106. 

head,  106. 

— processes  before,  174. 

Court  book,  mutilation  of,  128. 
Courts  kept  by  webster  craft,  46. 
Crafts,  children  sent  to,  12. 
Craftsmen,  prices  chargeable  by,  12,  13. 
Crag,  Richard,  vicar  of  Dundee,  209. 
Craig,  Margaret,  140. 
Craigmillar,  slates  sent  to,  48,  201. 
Craigs,  40. 
Craik,  John,  135. 
Crames  on  streets,  13. 
Cramsykes,  64. 
Cranston,  Jean,  30. 

John,  9. 

Thomas,  91  ;    provost  of  Edinburgh, 

209. 
Crawford,  John,  122,  133  ;   notary,  79. 

Thomas,  notary,  195. 

Crichton,  John,   iig-20,   197;    gardener  in 

Neidpath,  42,  52,  61. 
William,    tinker,    56 ;     of    that    Ilk, 

chancellor,  209. 
Cringletie,  laird  of,  9,  19,  204. 
law  plea  with,   loi,   114,   188-9.     See 

"  Murray." 

submission  between  town  and,  9,  195. 

Cripples,  carrying,  185,  194,  200,  205. 
Crofts,  cattle  kept  on,  3,  4. 
Cromwell,  Oliver,  lord  protector,  36. 
Crookston  (Cruikstoun) ,  7. 
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Crops,  injury  to,  by  animals,  5. 

damage  to,  51. 

Cross.     See  "  Market  cross." 

Cross  Church,  founding  of,  98. 

private  school  at,  i  n. 

Cumberland,  county  of,  147. 

Cunzieneuk,  196. 

Cupar  (Couper  in  Fyfe),  80. 

Curro,  William,  merchant,  burgess  of  Dum- 
fries, 115. 

Cursing,  23.     See  "  Slander." 

Customer,  common  ladle  and  weight  back 
for,  33. 

Customs,  caution  for,  14.  See  "  Bridge- 
houseknow." 

levying  of,  22,  80,  81. 

set  of,  48,  139,  150,  191. 

stone  weight,  52. 

weights  for  wool,  butter,  and  cheese, 

65,  80. 

on  wheat,  89. 

Dalatho,  lands  of,  3,  87,  90. 

rent  of,  191. 

Dalgleish,   Walter,  indweller  in  Hethpool, 

117. 
Dalkeith,  commissioners  at,  3,  20,  22,  25. 

sale  of  worset  or  yarn  at,  173. 

lord  of,  207. 

Dalzell,  Robert,  of  Glenna,  72. 

David  II.,  King,  charter  by,  205. 

Dawick,  192. 

Deane,  captain,  12  ;    major-general,  6. 

Dean  of  Guild,  25,  52,  53.     See  "  Guild." 

election  of,  107. 

stock  of,  1 1 2. 

qualification  for  office  of,  166. 

Debts,  town's,  payment  of,  83,  84,  117. 
Defamation    of    good    name,    114,       See 

"  Slander." 
Deuchar,  Yarrow,  16. 
Dewar,  John,  141. 
— —  Katrin,  202. 

Dickisone,  provost,  "  who  was  sticked,"  103. 
Dickson,  Adam,  30. 

Andrew,  89. 

Hector,  29,  68. 

John,   27,   30,   56;    cooper,  68,    159; 

burgess,  84. 

Jonet,  10,  14,  51. 

Marion,  60. 

Patrick,   10,  20,   30,   51,  87,  91,   118, 

161  ;  merchant,  2. 
Thomas,  30,  125  ;    school  doctor,  13, 

84,  192. 


Dickson,  William,  185;  servitor,  49;  cooper, 

152. 
Dinmure,    Robert,    merchant,    Edinburgh, 

202. 
Dinners,  public,  discharged,  112. 

Michaelmas,  181,  202. 

Divisions  for  town  guard,  116. 

Doby,  Thomas,  208. 

Dodes   (Dods),   Thomas,   30,    161  ;    officer, 

Dodhous,  Cademuir,  20,  39,  103,  199, 
Dog,  vicious,  hanged,  2. 

adventures  of  a  bailie's,  117. 

Doits  (dyts),  proclamation  as  to,  202. 

Donaldson,  Issobell,  60. 

Donations  to  the  poor  and  distressed,  201. 

See  "  Accounts." 
Douglas,  Mr.  Archibald,  parson,  6. 

colonel  lord  George,  176. 

James,  42,  200. 

lord  William,  123,  136,  153. 

Douglas,  Archibald,  earl  of,  207. 

William,  earl  of,  206. 

Douglas,  James  of,  lord  of  Dalkeith,  207. 

Doves  (dowes),  shooting,  120. 

Dowlies,  captain,  191. 

Drovers,  common,  custom  payable  by,  81. 

Drum,  purchase  of,  200-1. 

Drummclzar,  schoolmaster  at,  122. 

Drummer,   appointments  of,    59,   62,    144, 

154. 

no  allowance  to,  for  commons,  73. 

Drumond,  John,  159. 

Duel  on  the  Borders,  206. 

Dumb,  like  bailie  Hope's  mother,  106. 

Dumfries,  prisoners  from,  115. 

Dunbar,  burgh  of,  23. 

Dunblane,  fair  at,  167. 

Duncan,  84. 

Agnes,  148. 

Alexander,  4,  27,  30;  dean  of  guild,  79. 

Dundee,  204. 
vicar  of,  209. 

East  Port,  crofts  outwith,  4. 

town  wall  at,  82. 

market  at,  91. 

rotten  vault  of,  135. 

East  Work,  removal  of,  being  ruinous,  21, 

197. 

putt  at,  35. 

great  lodging  of,  38. 

sasine  of,  204. 

Easter  Commons,  pasturing  town's  goods 

on,  II,  13,  14,  64,  72. 
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Easter  Commons,  visitation  of,  27,  33. 

casting  peats  on,  79. 

Easterhill,  15.     See  "  Cademuir." 

Easter  Moss,   order  of  casting,   40  ;    fines 

for  leading  peats  from,  57. 
Edderstoun  crofts,  3. 

burn,  35,  44.  I99- 

Eddleston  kirk,  117. 

road  to,  152. 

Edinburgh,  18,  36,  n,  49,  66,  73,  79,  120, 

134,  164,  188,  206,  209. 
questions  with,  as   to  Brighousknow 

market,  17,  44. 

practice  of,  in  running  tar,  53. 

certificate   by   magistrates   of,    as   to 

markets,  54,  57. 

tar  bought  in,  75. 

prisoners  carried  to,  115. 

general  assembly  at,  146. 

privy  council  at,  149. 

town's  agent  at,  173. 

Edmond,  Alexander,  weaver,  96. 

Andrew,  119. 

John,  30,  42,  67,  70,  105  ;  Webster,  87. 

Edzear,  John,  50,  58. 

Eggs,  price  of,  61. 

Eglinton,  Hugh  of,  knight,  206. 

Elder,  Alisone,  49. 

Elding,  town  busy  about,  106. 

Elliot,  Mr.  Robert,  133. 

Mr.  William,  minister  of  Yarrow,  16. 

English  army,  192,  195,  201. 

Erskine,  Thomas  of,  207. 

Eshiels  (Escheillis,  Hescheill)  common,  14, 

65,  128,  167. 
Eshiels-hope,  laird  of,  79. 
Ewart,  John,  160. 
Ewmond     (Ewmont),     Andrew,     30,     88  ; 

common   herd,    34,    95  ;     weaver,    155, 

160-1. 

Archibald,  in. 

Helen,  30. 

Issobell,  105. 

James,  105  ;   weaver,  155. 

John,  30,  199  ;    traveller,  30. 

Margaret,  196. 

Patrick,  30,  39,  67. 

Robert,  191  ;   town  herd,  4. 

Thomas,  30,  105. 

WilUam,  30,  88. 

Exchequer,  accounts  passed  in,  36,  57. 

barons  of,  181. 

Excise  of  shires  of  Peebles  and  Selkirk,  39. 

of  burgh,  41. 

perjury  anent,  92. 


Excise  duty  on  spirits,  in,  126. 
of  town  and  shire,  120. 

Fair  at  Skirling,  79. 

Fairbairn,  James,  shoemaker,  175. 

Fair  days,  times  for  holding,  5,  34,  75,  154, 
155.  158. 

inidraw  of  crames  on,  forbidden,  13. 

troubling  merchants  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's fair,  68. 

Fairndyk,  37. 

Fanne,  captain,  192. 

Fast  for  king's  navy,  67. 

Fastingsein  fair,  1 54. 

Feal  and  divot  casting,  55,  84. 

Feu-duties,  collection  of,  12,  17,  20,  38, 
162,  191. 

Fife,  distressed  woman  in,  204. 

Fife  and  Meneteth,  Robert,  earl  of,  207. 

Fines,  collection  of,  46,  88,  191. 

disposal  of,  53,  54,  55,  88,  101-2. 

remission  of,  137. 

Fire,  losses  by,  -jt. 

soldier  helping  at,  193. 

Fish,  three,  town's  stamp  of,  52. 

Fish  market,  57,  118. 

Fisher,  John,  205  ;  locksmith,  196  ;  kirk 
officer,  84. 

Fishing  in  forbidden  time,  1 18-120. 

right  of,  178. 

Flat,  65. 

Flesh  market,  57,  188. 

building  of,  83,  91,  92. 

property  adjoining,  118. 

set  of,  145. 

regulations  as  to,  151. 

Fleshers,  custom  payable  by,  81. 

regulations  for,  145,  150. 

Floderis,  against  pasturing  horses  on,  41. 

Forbes,  George,  92. 

Forestallers    and    regraters,    laws    against, 

5.  57- 

Forman,  James,  burgess,  149. 

Forrest,  Andrew,  29,  196. 

Forrester,  James,  30. 

daft  Jock,  151. 

Marion,  105. 

Robert,  4,   27,   30,  42,   70,    168,   179, 

185,  203;  dean  of  guild,  130;  bailie, 
146  ;  treasurer,  182,  187  ;  provost, 
147,  151,  176;   in  Peterscruik,  147. 

Thomas,  29,  195. 

Forsyth,  William,  104,  no. 

Fotheringham,  Robert,  30,  75,  108,  202  ; 
cordiner,  79,  93,  108. 
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Fotheringham,  Thomas,  weaver,  130, 

Fouladge,  64,  65. 

Foul  Myre,  lands  of,  51. 

Fowls,  damage  by,  35,  71,  89,  113. 

clogging  of,  71,  89. 

Frank,  John,  7,  29,  39,  67,  90  ;    treasurer, 

17,  18,  21,  25,  26;    tacksman  of  mills, 

24  ;   Mr.  John,  98,  103-4. 

Marion,  125. 

Frankisland,  87,  90. 

Freir,    John,    130;     bailie,    181;     provost, 

183,  186. 
French  wine  and  brandy,  168-9. 
Frissell,  Marion,  26. 
Frithie,  Mr.,  133. 
Fruit    yards,    against    breaking     of,     18, 


Gairden,  201. 
Geddes,  Helen,  37. 

James,  30. 

Janet,  105. 

Marion,  155. 

Robert,  30. 

Thomas,  4,  7,  30,  70. 

William,  105. 

Geese,  injury  to  grass  by,  150. 
George,  Hector,  201. 
Gib,  Andrew,  147. 
Gibsone,  bailie,  168,  170. 

Andrew,  20,  42. 

James,  29,  192. 

John,  merchant,  76,  150. 

Gilleis,  Andrew,  tailor,  99. 

John,  195,  200  ;   officer,  98,  204. 

Gillisburn,  road  to,  138. 

Gilmure,  Sir  John,  president  of  the  council, 

48.  59- 
Glak,  197. 
Glasgow,  footmen  marched  to,  199. 

Mathew,  bishop  of,  207. 

Glaziers,  incorporation  of,  185. 
Gledstanes,  William  of,  knight,  207. 
Glenrath,  8. 
Glentress  common,  tillage  of,  11. 

visitation  of,  11. 

hounding  goods  off,  n ,  79. 

casting  divots  on,  45. 

cropping  of,  59. 

commonty  of,   and   Hethpole,   to  be 

visited  yearly,  62. 

marches  at,  64. 

rumour  as  to  loss  of,  67. 

encroachments  on,  185. 

Govane,  Alexander,  29. 


Govane,  John,  39, 97, 106, 107,  108,  137,204; 
bailie,  115;  provost,  121,  128,  137, 
140,  149. 

Marion,  114. 

Patrick,    113,    115;     dean    of   guild, 

121,  130. 

Thomas,  196;  litster,  45. 

William,  68  ;   of  Cardrona,  60. 

Grahame,  Robert,  cordiner,  79,  93,  108. 

William,  shoemaker  or  cordiner,  108. 

Grammar  School,  23.     See  "  School." 

Grass,  common,  set  of,  102-3,  108,  191. 

weak  beasts  on,  116. 

against  pasturing  horses  on,  123. 

injury  to,  by  geese,  150. 

Gray,  John,  204. 

William,  204. 

Green,  set  of  ground  of,  9,  102.  See  also 
"  Tweed  Green." 

at  Peebles  water,  76,  102. 

Greenyairds,  grants  of  common  ground  at, 
71,85. 

Greer,  William,  weaver,  burgess  of  Dum- 
fries, 115. 

Greg,  Margaret,  19. 

Grieve,  Alexander,  188. 

Archibald,    "jt,  ;     herd    in    Cademuir, 

Ti- 
James,   101-2,   106,   179;    tailor,  99; 

dean  of  guild,  108,  no;   bailie,  140. 

John,  9,  29,  30,  52,  195. 

Stephen,  30,  191,  198. 

Thomas,  30,  60,  192,  195. 

William,  204. 

Ground,  feu  of  piece  of  waste,  74. 

Guard,  town,  116,  126. 

Guild  council,  election  of,  4,  108,  179. 

prices  regulated  by,  25. 

report  by,  as  to  running  tar,  53. 

license  by,  to  sell  tar,  63. 

Guildry  seat  in  church,  160. 

Gun  firing,  160-1. 

Guthrie,   John,    135  ;    deacon  of  weavers, 

174. 
Guytfootes,  tack  of,  12. 
— —  set  of,  102. 
mending  dyke  of,  164. 


Haddington,  burgh  of,  23,  26,  80. 
Haig,  George,  109. 
Halbert,  purchase  of,  200. 
Haldine,  Andrew,  29,  48,  ti,  81, 
96,  103,  106  ;   messour,  53. 

Archibald,  100,  105. 

Beatrix,  162. 
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Haldine,  James,  30,  44, 49,  70,  73,  76,  84,  92, 

loi,  106,  108,  112,  121  ;    dean  of  guild, 

115  ;    miller,  i,  2,  3,  21,  25,  32,  55,  74, 

78,  86,  93,  191. 

Janet,  114. 

John,  30  ;    miller,  94. 

Hall,  James,  in  Stand-the-Loan,  169. 
Halyairds,  37. 

Halyburton,  Walter  of,  knight,  206. 
Hamilton  (Homilton),  Archibald,  29,   112; 

cordiner,  93,  108. 

Robert,  89  ;  carrier,  117. 

Hamilton  Hill  (Homildone),  visitation  and 

tillage  of,  4,  7,  187. 

leading  fail  or  divot  from,  7. 

strangers'   goods  to  be  hounded  off, 

8,  Z7,  56. 
submission     and     other     proceedings 

with  Cringletie  anent,  9,  19,  188-9. 

pasturing  town's  goods  on,  11,  15,  72. 

charge  for  unfreemen  pasturing  goods 

on,  15. 

soumes  allowed  on,  15. 

to  be  set,  29,  48. 

time  of  riding  commons,  167. 

encroachments  on,  185. 

— marches  in  loaning  to,  193. 

race  run  by  boys  at,  201,  204. 

marches  of,  201. 

Hangman,  appointment  of,  161. 

Hares,  shooting,  120. 

Hargraive,  captain,  197. 

Harper,  James,  117. 

Hart,  captain,  195,  196. 

Harvest,  stealing  corns  in,  3,  4,  19,  49. 

act  anent  shearers,  18,  92,  95,  98. 

against     inhabitants     leaving     town 

during,  25,  87,  95. 

wages  of  shearers  during,  53,  92,  99. 

servants  feeing  under  reservation  of, 

95.  98,  109. 

hens  to  be  kept  in  houses  during,  113. 

Harvie,  James,  servant,  68. 

Hatchman,  captain,  25. 

Hatenknow,  204. 

Hats,  magistrates  and  council  to  wear,  61. 

Hawick,  147. 

troop  convoyed  to,  193. 

Hay,  Mr.,  minister,  187. 

captain,  Andrew,  10. 

Gilbert,  30. 

Henry,  schoolmaster,    122,    132,    134, 

137.  145-6. 

James,  60  ;   Sir  James,  192. 

r Sir  James,  9  ;   of  Smithfield,  11,  20, 


Hay,  John,  24,  92  ;  tailor  in  Spittlehope, 
43;  bailie,  loi,  104,  106;  Mr.  John, 
minister,  30,  94,  98,  120,  132,  134;  Sir 
John,  30  ;    fiar  of  Smithfield,  11. 

Patrick,  127. 

Mr.  Theodore,  parson,  6. 

Thomas,  tailor,  99. 

Hayes,  Thomas,  in  Spittlehope,  57. 

Haystoun,  9. 

laird  of,  19.  43.  S6,  59.  74- 

process  of  laird  of,  against  town,  78, 

114. 

Haystoun  mill,  178. 

Head  "  rowmes,"  5.     See  "  Halls." 

Heather,  burning,  59. 

Heathpool  (Hethpool)  common,  14,  82. 

Heikfurd,  John,  30. 

Henderson,  bailie,  184. 

— —  John,  30,  164  ;  dean  of  guild,  182  ; 
bailie,  186. 

Hens,  damage  by,  35,  113.  See  also 
"  Fowls." 

Hepburne,  Peter,  127. 

Herds  on  commons,  11,  13,  34. 

Heritors  of  parish,  liability  of,  for  repairs 
on  church  and  chapel,  6,  22,  35,  41. 

liability  of,  for  quartering  soldiers,  7. 

stipend  payable  by,  153. 

Hethpole,  59,  62,  65.     See  "  Glentress." 

High  street,  closs  on  south  side  of,  51. 

north  side  of,  208. 

Highland  gentleman,  201. 

Highways,  visitation  of,  4. 

travelling  by,  17. 

Hislope,  Andrew,  63. 

William,  4,   9,   25,   29,   70,    loi,    106, 

108,  121,  192,  195,  200;  Wright,  180, 
185,  204. 

Hodge,  David,  candlemaker,  173. 

Hope  (Hoipe),  bailie,  loi,  106. 

James,    9,    21,    29,    30;     shoemaker, 

179,  185. 
John,  70,  97  ;    servitor,  4 ;    messour, 

84;  bailie,  104,  106;  provost,  no,  116. 
Thomas,  29,  82,  loi,  106,  108,  179; 

tailor,  99 ;    treasurer,   115;    merchant, 

185. 
Hopkirk,  John,  57  ;   servitor  to  parson,  68. 
Horners,  against  harbouring,  1 30. 
Horologe  and  knock,  workmanship  on,  54, 

205.     See  "  Knock." 
Horsbrugh  (Horsbruik),  laird  of,  76. 
Alexander,  15,  28,  29,  57,  59,  64,  134  ; 

dean   of   guild,   62  ;     in   Dodhous,    39 ; 

of  that  Ilk,  176, 
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Horsbrugh  (Horsbruik),  David,  26. 

James,  4,  8,  18,  20,  29,  40,  107,  108, 

no,  121,  191  ;  bailie,  38,  57,  84,  85  ; 
provost,  94. 

John,  26,  29,  57,  63,  83,  193  ;  tacks- 
man of  customs,  14,  15,  17  ;  treasurer, 
94  ;    Mr.  John,  vicar  pensioner,  86,  94. 

Thomas,  57. 

WiUiam,    117;     of    that    Ilk,    sheriff 

depute,  64,  66. 

Horse  race,  prizes  for,  13,  55,  56,  59,  63, 
71,  86,  93,  113,  117,  121-3,  176,  201. 

Horsestealing,  158-60. 

Horses,  damage  to  crops  by,  3. 

town's,  kept  on  commons,  14. 

pasturing,  41,  58,  123. 

work  by  town's,  52. 

naig  wanting  a  testimonial,  57. 

prisoners  carried  by,  115. 

baggage,  137.     See  "  Baggage." 

market  for,  155. 

servants  riding  on  load,  164. 

supply  of,  for  military  purposes,  192. 

Host,  attendance  at,  116. 

Houses,  against  setting,  to  vagabonds  and 
incomers,  9,  29. 

to     young     women,     able     for 

servants,  25,  78. 

without    sufficient    testimonials, 


59,  78- 

offer  to  purchase  house,  106. 

against   setting   of,    to   objectionable 

persons,  131,  162,  176-7. 
Houses  and  yards,  injury  to,  by  fowls,  35. 
Hundleshope,  part  of  lands  of,  purchased, 

27. 
raising   money   to   pay   for,    28,    39, 

47.  52. 
charter  and  instrument  of  resignation 

of,  36. 

bum,  37. 

marches  with,  96,  197. 

Hunter,  James,  burgess,  3. 

John,  27,   29;    officer,    175,    177;    in 

Fairniehauch,  200. 

Robert,  of  Polmud,  19. 

Hutcheonfield,  marches  at,  64. 
defending  Pilmuir  against,  100. 

Ice,  breaking  of,  197. 

preserving  bridges  from,  204. 

Immoralities,  act  against,  170.  See  "Con- 
stables." 

Incomers,  against  setting  houses  to,  9,  29, 
56.  59- 


Incomer,  license  to   an,   to    take   a  house, 

72. 
Inglis,  William,  knight,  206. 
Inhabitants,  assembly  of,  65,  69,  70. 
Innerleithen    (Henderlithyne)   mill,   feu  of, 

193- 

charter  of,  205. 

vicar  of,  209. 

Ireland  (Ayerland),  201,  204. 

Jackson,  William,  herd  on  Glenrath  Hope, 

8. 
Jailor,  cautioner  for,  144. 
James  II.,  King,  charter  by,  207. 
James  VII.,  King,  118,  120,  124,  134. 
Jedburgh,  tsurgh  of,  23. 

circuit  court  at,  97. 

expenses  to,  1 1  o. 

Jedderfield,  road  to,  135. 

Johnston,   James,  baxter,    103  ;    in  Cruik- 

ston,  71  ;   tenant  in  Shielgreen,  82. 

Patrick,  208. 

William,  294. 

Jonkisone,    Alexander,    30,    59,   92,    101-2, 

103,  106,  108,  121. 

Edward,  20,  197. 

James,  29  ;  burgess,  51. 

John,    loi,    106,    121,   134,   195,   203  ; 

dean  of  guild,  179  ;   bailie,  186. 

William,  29. 

Jougs,  public,  55,  61,  no. 

Kaidee  (Keady),  James,  91  ;   servitor,  26. 

Kaudill,  William,  197.     See  "  Caddel." 

Keepers  of  keys  chosen,  107. 

Keir,  John,  185. 

Kelso,  contribution  for,  1 14. 

Ker,  Mr.  Hew,  parson  of  Lyne,  51. 

William,  130,  185. 

Kidston  mill,  155. 

Nether,  tenants  of,  131. 

Over,  189. 

Kiln,  Easter,  repair  of,  22. 

set  of,  24. 

building  of,  in  Greenyairds,  71. 

Kilns  and  steipstoncs,  lending  of,  58. 

building  common,  106. 

King,  Thomas,  103  ;    merchant,  tt- 
Kinghorn,  fire  at,  142. 
Kirkandros,  parish  of,  147. 
Kirkhope,  Besse,  58. 
Kirklands,  supplication  anent,  3,  6. 

feu-duties  of,  20,  22. 

freeing  of,  from  shire  assessment,  43. 

road  through,  135,  162. 
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Kirktoune  of  Manor,  37,  54. 
Kirkurd,  laird  of,  19. 

presbytery  of,  148. 

naig  to,  with  Englishman,  199. 

Kirno,  lands  of,  94. 

Knock  (Clock),  town,  workmanship  on,  54. 

oil  for,  73. 

keeper  of,  98,  144,  153. 

mending  of,  161,  199,  200. 

disbursements  on,  193,  202-3. 

Knoullis,  Mr.,  192. 

Ladder,  great,  lending  of,  149. 

Ladle,  common,  for  customer,  33. 

duty   payable    to    customer,    81,    89, 

150. 
Laidlaw,  Adam,  piper,  25,  26. 

Alexander,  piper,  90,  197. 

Laing,  Patrick,  202. 

Lamb,  William,  officer,  195. 

Lanark  merchants,  68. 

cordiners,  80. 

fair  at,  167. 

Lands,  town's  proper,  55,  62. 
Langstoun,  colonel,  132. 
Langsyd,  lands  of,  3. 
Lauder,  burgh  of,  23. 
Lauder,  192. 
Law,  Alexander,  130,  131, 

James,  merchant,  179. 

John,  117;    wigmaker,  185. 

Lawburrows,   processes  of,    i,    37,   45,    56, 

73,  169,  174. 
Lawder   (Lauder),   Alexander,    15,    18,   28, 

29,  39,  41,  42,  193  ;  in  Quhamfoot,  191  ; 

bailie,     i,     193  ;     dean    of    guild,    23  ; 

treasurer,  30,  33,  191. 

John,  of  Hethpool,  59,  82. 

Katharein,  105. 

Lawgatefuird,  37. 
Leather,  dressing,  75. 
Leggat,  William,  29. 
Leidbutter,  Alexander,  163. 

Mat,  10. 

Leith,  18,  39,  194,  201. 

tar  bought  in,  75. 

Lilburne's  regiment,  45. 

Lime,  bringing  home,   35,   36,   38,  49,   54, 

56,  59,  96,  106,  123. 

loads  of,  to  lord  Yester,  97. 

to    lord     Linton     and     earl     of 

Traquair,  38,  115. 
Lime  holes,  174. 
Linlithgow,  41,  176. 
town's  creditors  at,  54. 


Linlithgow  weight,  22. 

Linton  (Lyntoun),  James,  servitor,  72. 

Linton,     John,    lord     (afterwards    earl    of 

Traquair),  38.     See  "  Traquair." 
Linton,  parishioners  of,  42. 

agreement  with  those  in,  48. 

market  at,  60. 

presbytery  meeting  at,  137. 

vicar  of,  207. 

Lithgow,  John,  tailor,  74. 

Little  (Lytill),  Adam,   loi,   106,   108,   121  ; 

bailie,  no  ;   of  Winkston,  59,  79. 
Livingstone,     Alexander,     of     Calendar, 

knight,  209. 

Mr.  Robert,  133. 

Loaning,  common,  35. 
Loanings,  town's,  41,  55,  84. 
London,  200. 

plague  in,  66. 

expense  of  commissioners  to,  83. 

Lothian  (Lowthiane),  shearers  going  to,  87. 
Lothian  and  Tweeddale,  synod  of,  187. 
Lowes  (Louis),  deacon,  116. 

Bessie,  29. 

John,  4,  18,  30,  94,  no  ;   provost,  19, 

193  ;   officer,  98  ;    notary,  141. 

Ninian,  30,  200. 

William,  30,   121,   160,   185;    weaver, 

105;     deacon,    126;    provost,    i,   6,   8, 

10,  22,  24. 
Lowrie,  John,  servitor,  no. 
Ludgate,  87. 

Lykewakes,  abuses  committed  at,  1 56. 
Lyle,  William,  of  Bassendean,  10. 
Lyne,  parson  of,  51. 
Lyne,  Robert,  cordiner,  79,  98. 
Lyon,  Alexander,  152. 

Mack,  John,  57. 
Maduell,  one  called,  204. 
Magill,  Dankin,  201. 

Magistrates  and   council,   disobedience  to, 
2,  48,  57.     See  also  "  Slander." 

abuse  of,  8,  81. 

indictment  of  provost  and  bailies,  188. 

Maine,  William,  183. 
Majestic  like,  76. 
Manor,  minister  of,  48. 

heritors  of,  153. 

charter  of  barony  of,  206. 

Manorhead  (Mennerheid) ,  laird  of,  191. 
Manor  water  (Mennirwater),  37,  69. 

caulds  of,  ij,  52. 

March,  William,  earl  of,  176. 
Marchdyk,  37. 
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Marches,  perambulation  of,  96. 
Market  at  Skirling,  79. 

bell,  ringing  of,  24. 

Market  cross,  91. 

proclamation  at,  6. 

punishments  at,  10,  26,  64,  88. 

chain  upon,  54. 

weigh-house  to  be  built  at,  74,  83.    See 

also  "  Tron." 

things  burned  at,  1 26. 

lime  and  sand  brought  to,  and  work 

on,  197-8,  202. 

celebrations  at,  201-2. 

Markets,  inspection  of,  54,  57. 

time  of  holding,  75. 

weekly,    rules   and    places    for    hold- 
ing, 50,  65,  81,  82,  91,  108,  155,  158. 

Marriages,  attendance  at,  1 20. 

Marshall  (Mershell),  Robert,  20. 

Mary,  Queen,  and  King  William,  132. 

death  of  Queen  Mary,  149. 

Masons,  prices  of,  13,  160. 

brothering  of,  115. 

incorporation  of,  185. 

Materials  belonging  to  town,  194. 

Mathisone,  Andrew,  30. 

Maxwell,  John,  gentleman,  200. 

Robert,  bcllfounder,  Edinburgh,  188. 

Meal,  scarcity  of,  1 56. 

Meal  market,  54,  57,  65,  156. 

measure,  80. 

Measure,     wheat,     broken,     4.       See    also 
"  Weights." 

Measures,  supply  of,  7,  55,  80,  177. 

stamp  for  marking  el  wand,  13. 

unjust,  17. 

Melrose,  Alexander,  29  ;   in  Neidpath,  42. 

— : —  Bessie,  204. 

Eupham,  17. 

James,  officer  and  drummer,   59,  90, 

98,  106. 

John,  30. 

Simeon,  82. 

William,  fiesher,  59. 

Melvingsland,  heritors  of,  38. 

marches  at,  64. 

Merchandise,    against    unfreemen    exercis- 
ing, 5- 

Merchants,  elwands  of,  13. 

price  of  commodities  sold  by,  25. 

Michaelmas  elections,  expenditure  at,  1 1 1 , 
181. 

Middleton,  John,  wright,  185. 

Militia,  apportioning  expenses  of    soldiers 
of.  78. 


Militia,  supply  for  soldiers  of,  82,  147. 

arras  for,  96. 

rolls  of,  124-5,  154- 

Mill,  malt,  bridge  to,  16. 

Milldam,  common  ground  of,  now  Green,  9. 

bow  bridge  at,  16,  17,  18,  19. 

Millers,  exactions  of,  i,  2,  32. 

punished  for  disobedience,  2,  3. 

accounting  with,  94. 

Mills,  dues  payable  at,   i,  2,   18,  32.     See 

also  "  Walk  mill." 
grinding  at  other,  during  building  of 

bridge,  18. 

sufficient  stones  for  corn,  21. 

set  of,  24,  ^^. 

multure  of  corns  ground  at,  25. 

multure  stolen  out  of,  26. 

excise  from  malt  ground  at,  41. 

-water  supply    for,  47,    86,    106,    119, 

166-7,  ^77-^- 

measures  kept  in  corn,  55. 

offer  of  axletree  for,  109. 

rebuilding  of,  1 19. 

repair  of,  166,  167. 

Milntoun,  near  Caidmuir,  14,  ^y. 

croft  dyke,  ^j. 

Minister,  appointment  of,  74. 

summons  against,  132.     See  "  Hay." 

assistance  to,  before  privy  council  and 

general  assembly,  135-6. 

-call  to,  138,  146-8,  150,  154,  187. 

stipend  of,  153. 

mission  of,  to  north,  1 56. 

grievances  against,  182-3. 

Mitchell,  Mr.  Archibald,  schoolmaster,  181, 

183-4. 

Bessie,  25,  26. 

Gilbert,  servitor,  25,  26. 

John,  herd  in  Glenrath,  8. 

Moffat,  John,  127,  147,  149. 

Monipennie,  Thomas,  204. 

Monk,  general,  commander-in-chief,  18. 

Monteith,  Alexander,  of  Chapelhill,  142. 

Monthly  assessment,  19. 

Morremans,  captain,  193. 

Morton,  countess  of,  129,  149. 

earl  of,  176. 

Morton's  woman,  lord,  115. 

Moses     (Mosie,     Moyses) ,     Thomas,     1 93 ; 

walker,  i,  2,  8,  10,  11,  ^6,  39,  44,  191. 
Moss,  exchange  of,  with  Haystoun,  59. 
Mouse  water,  bridge  over,  99. 
Moutray,  Mary,  164. 
Muir  acres,  191. 
Murdo,  Thomas,  7. 
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Mure  (Muire),  Gilbert,  29,  197. 

John,   4,   20,   29,   70  ;    treasurer,  54  ; 

merchant,  commissioner  to  convention 

of  estates,  128  ;   provost,  130. 
Murray  (Moray),  Mr.   Alexander,  of  Sten- 

hope,    183  ;     Alexander    of    Cringletie, 

188-9.     See  also  "  Cringletie." 

James,  120. 

John,  30,   162,  195,  202  ;    Wright,  52, 

54,   130,   179,   180,    203  ;    colonel   John 

of  Pilmore,  188. 

Sir  Patrick,  of  Auchtertyre,  159. 

Musselburgh,  173. 

Myddylmast,    William,    vicar    of    Selkirk, 

207. 
Mylner,  James,  shoemaker,  108. 

Macaw,  Alexander,  193. 

M'Clellan,  Sir  Samuel,  provost  of  Edin- 
burgh, 175. 

M'Ewan,  Donald,  Munivaird,  159. 

M'Invowie,  Patrick,  in  Carrolean,  Moni- 
vaird,  159. 

M'Kenzie,  Colin,  clerk  of  privy  council, 
124. 

— —  Rorie,  of  Prestonhall,  135. 

M'Lauglan,  John,  Munivaird,  1 59. 

M'Millan,  Mr.  John,  schoolmaster,  133, 
140,  141. 

M'Morran,  John,  hangman,  161. 

Nasmyth,  Sir  Michael,  28,  197. 

Thomas,  30. 

Neidpath  (Nedpeth,  Neipeth),  12. 

cutting  wood  at,  "jt,. 

garrison  and  prisoners  at,    196.     See 

"  Accounts." 

"  credill  "  brought  from,  198. 

Neighbourhood,  bond  of,  82. 

Neilson,  James,  179  ;    dean  of  guild,  186. 

John,  166;    merchant,  150. 

Newbyithe,  lord,  82. 

Newton,  John,  9,  24,  35,  192,  196;   officer, 

2. 

Margaret,  22. 

Simeon,  29,  196. 

Nicol   (Nicoll),   James,   7,   205  ;    mason  in 

Dunsyre,  85. 

John,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  155. 

Nicolsone,  James,  30. 
Nolt,  keeping,  in  tethers,  3. 
North  Berwick,  burgh  of,  23. 
Northgait,  high  street  of,  54. 

division  of,  116,  183. 

North  Port,  },},,  71,  85,  155,  195. 


Oath  of  allegiance,  49,  167. 

of  secrecy  by  councillors  and  clerk,  97. 

to  be  taken  by  burgesses,  189. 

Oats,  custom,  22. 

Officers,  appointments  of,  59,62,98, 107, 133. 

— —  red  coats  for,  117,  179,  181. 

Ogilvie,  William,  57. 

Old  Town  green,  102. 

division  of,  116,  183.    See  "Quarters." 

Orange,  Prince  of,  127. 
Ormiston,  Little,  laird  of,  79. 

roup  of  lands  of,  164. 

Orphan  children,  care  of,  119. 

Orrock,  Mr.  Alexander,  minister  of  Hawick, 

147-8,  154. 
Oven,  baker's,  46. 
Oynes,  John,  14,  29. 

Paddook  pools,  or  Old  Toun  green,  102. 

Papists,  attacks  on,  126. 

Parish,  heritors  of,  6.     See  "  Heritors." 

visitation  of,  by  presbytery,  182. 

Parliament  (Scottish),  commissioner  to,  23, 
66,  116,  127,  168,  204. 

dues  payable  to  commissioners,   174, 

204. 

(British),  commissioner  to,   176,   180, 

183. 

Parson,    summons      against,      132.        See 

"  Minister." 
Passage,  common,  through  close,  51. 
Paterson,  captain,  90 ;   Archibald,  30. 
— —  Charles,  burgess,  149. 

Hector,  30. 

Isobel,  17  ;  Haystoun,  9. 

James,  webster,  83. 

— - — John,    30,   67,   70,   87,    106;    notary, 

27.  52. 

Nans,  30. 

Robert,  commissary  clerk,  149. 

Thomas,   63,    105,    138;    officer,    106, 

144,  152-3. 

Walter,  burgess,  144. 

— —  Sir  William,  knight  baronet,  121. 

Peacock,  Thomas,  147. 

Peas,  destroying,  18,  179. 

Peats,  casting  and  leiding,  57,  79. 

for  schoolmaster,  201. 

Peblys,  Thomas  of,  vicar  of  Innerleithen, 

209. 
Peebles   (Athelstone  or  Eddleston)   water, 

3,  85,  174-5,  177- 

cauld  of,  76,  102, 

foot,  86. 

tenement  on  west  side  of,  208. 
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Peithill,  79. 

Perjury,  92. 

Perth,  earl  of,  lord  chancellor,  118. 

Perthshire,  158-9. 

Pestilence,  precautions  against,  66,  67,  68. 

Peterscoll,  clothier,  38. 

Petyt,    Duncan,    archdeacon    of    Glasgow, 

207. 
Philip  (Phillips),  William,  tailor,  99  ;    herd 

at  Caidmure,  138. 
Pillines,  Mr.  Thomas,  schoolmaster,  83. 
Pilmuir,  pasturing  sheep  on,  13,  100. 

marches  at,  64. 

Pinkie,  slates  sent  to,  95. 

Piper,  payments  to,  192,  193,  201. 

Pirn,  ladies  of,  94. 

Plague  in  London,  66. 

Plenderleith,  bailie,  4,  96,  97. 

David,     12,    -ji,     193  ;      bailie,     193  ; 

merchant,  Edinburgh,  94. 
John,  9,  29,   T^j,  59,  69,   191  ;    bailie, 

4,   7,    IS,   24,   11,  44;    treasurer,    193; 

provost,  52,  54,  T7„  85. 
William,  92,  108,  121  ;    provost,  loi, 

104,  106. 
Poll  tax,  collection  of,  152. 
Polmud,  laird  of,  40. 
Pomer,  captain,  195. 
Poor,  burying  of,  168. 
Poors-money,  168. 
Porteous,  Alexander,  30. 

Richard,  herd,  13. 

William,  29,  57,  103. 

Ports,  repairing  and  locking,  68. 

Posso,  laird  of,  86. 

Posts,  carrying,  21. 

Pott  of  Weyr,  60. 

Prebendary    duties    payable    from    burgh 

lands,  12,  17,  38. 
Presbytery,    application    to,    for    visiting 

school,  81,  181. 

visitation  of  parish  by,  182. 

Presbyterians  of  Peebles,  135. 
Prestongrange,  laird  of,  40. 
Prestonhall,  slates  to,  135. 
Prestwyk,  Andrew  of,  208. 

Katherine  of,  208. 

Prices  of  goods  and  merchandise,  21,  25. 
Pringle,  Christian,  200. 

Eupham,  10. 

John,  196. 

Thomas,  9,  29,  105,  125. 

Prison,   violent   taking  of  prisoners   from, 

103. 
breaking  out  of,  136-7,  154. 


Prison,  keeper  of,  144,  177. 

burning  doors  of,  177. 

thieves'  hole  in,  177. 

Prisoners,  carriage  of,  115. 

Profanity  and  looseness,  50. 

"  Prognostication,"  The,  advertisement  in, 

155- 
Provost,  calumnies  against,  2,  23,  51.    See 

also  "  Slanders,"  23. 

offering  violence  to,  51. 

fining  of  present  and  late,  52. 

election  of,  107. 

Psalm  book,  boys  who  can  read,  106,  123. 
Public  debt,  summons  for,  7. 
Purdie,  Mr.  John,  schoolmaster,  30. 
Mr.    Patrick,   minister   of   Newlands, 

30. 
Mr.  William,  schoolmaster,  192. 

Quarry,  search  for,  118. 

Quartermasters,   appointment   of,   4.      See 
"  Soldiers." 

for   street   cleansing   and   other   pur- 
poses, 92,  118,  124,  150. 

meeting  of,  5. 

share  of  fines  to,  55. 

report  of,  70. 

Quarters  of  town,  166,  183. 
masters,"      "  Guard," 
"  Divisions." 

Queensberie,  duke  of,  147-8. 

Quhambengir,  tenants  of,  191. 

Quhamfoot,  191. 

Quhamhouse,  199. 

Quhytkirk,  lord,  60. 

Quisiltoune's  troop,  195. 

Race,  horse,  13.     See  "  Horse  race." 

run  by  boys,  201,  204. 

Rankeine,   Thomas,    58  ;     in   Scottismilne, 

72. 
William,   137,  151;    officer,   144,   153, 

175- 
Reconciliation,  21. 
Regality  and  barony,  burghs  of,  161. 
Regiam  Majestatem,  194. 
Registers,  town's,  production  of,  2,  172. 
examination   of,   for   duties   payable, 

12,  17. 
Regraters   and   forestallers,   laws   against, 

5.  57- 
Rental  of  burgh,  162,  191. 

of  lands  and  tenements,  185. 

Renuick,    William,    cooper,    179  ;     birlaw- 

man,  183. 


See  "  Quarter- 
"  Constables," 
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Reset,     punishment     for,     25,     26.       See 

"  Thefts." 
Resetting   strangers,    56,    177.      See    "  In- 
comers." 
Rey,  WiUiam,  202. 
Richardsone,    Robert,    herd    in    Bellsbrae, 

138. 
Riding  the  commons,  167. 
Riot.     See  "  Assault,"  "  Fines." 
Ritchie,  James,  merchant,  25,  26. 
Ritchieson,  Robert,  herd  in  Caidmure,  155. 
Robert  III.,  King,  charter  by,  206. 
Robertsone    (Robesone),    Adam,    96,    105, 

120,  130. 

James,  prisoner,  175. 

Robert,  school  doctor,  178. 

Robinson     (Robison,     Robesone),     major, 

193  ;    Adam,  105,  120,  130. 

Alison,  197. 

James,  30,  135,  149  ;    fisher,  30. 

Janet,  40,  202. 

John,  30,  120;    miller,  149. 

Margaret,  105,  115. 

William,     57,     65,     149,     194,     197  ; 

weaver,  150. 
Rothes,  lord,  44. 

Rulehaugh  in  Roxburghshire,  206. 
Russell,    Adam,    72,    94 ;     dean    of   guild, 

84,  85  ;   in  Stobo,  62. 
John,  66  ;    chamberlain  to  the  earl  of 

Tweeddale,  68. 
William,  64;    Mr.  William,  133. 

Sabbath,  profanation  of,  34,  103,  131,  142, 

154.  165. 
St.  Andrews,  assessment  for  college  of,  1 1 1 . 

Walter,  bishop  of,  207. 

William,  bishop  of,  206. 

St.  Andrew's  kirk,  mending  gate  of,  199. 

altar  in,  208. 

St.  Andrew's  day,  fair  held  on,  5,  154. 

St.  Bartholomew  fair,  1 54. 

St.  Dinneise-day  (St.  Dionysius)  fair,  154. 

St.  Mary,  altar  of,  208. 

St.  Michael,  grants  to  altar  of,  207-9. 

St.  Michael's  Wynd,  67,  75,  208. 

St.  Nicholas,  altar  of,  208. 

St.  Peter's  day,  market  or  fair  on,  75,  102, 

154- 
St.  Stephen's  night,  200. 
Salt,  price  of,  61. 
Salt  market^  57. 
Saltoun,  William,  196. 
Sand  bed,  9,  12,  102. 
Savid,  soldier,  25. 


School,  grammar,  visitation  of,  3,  81,  181, 

197. 
— —  upholding  of,  6. 
all  parents  to  send  children  to,  9,  12, 

20,  36,  123,  1 40- 1. 

ringing  bell  of,  24. 

boys  who  can  read  psalm  book  sent 

to  public,  106,  123. 
School  doctor,  stipend  and  dues  of,  1 3. 

appointment  of,  122,  178-9,  184. 

regulations  as  to,  183-4. 

removal  of,  183-4. 

Schoolmaster,   as  to  Mr.   Andrew  Watson 

continuing,  9  ;   his  resignation,  11. 
— —  conference  with,  17. 
contracts  or  agreements  with,  23,  28, 

30,  36,  122,  133,  141,  181,  184. 
— — -  stipend  of,  62. 

inquiry  for,  73. 

reproof  and  admonition  of,  83,  183-4. 

discharge  of,  132,  181,  184. 

peats  for,  201. 

Schools,  against  private,  137,  140,  145-6. 

kept  by  women,  36,  123. 

Scolding  and  flyting,  14. 

Scott,   James,   192,   195  ;    in  Wrea,  4  ;    of 

Hundleshope,  54. 
John,  soldier,   195  ;    of  Hundleshope, 

27,  36,  47,  54,  69  ;   in  Deanshouses,  160. 

■  Katherine,  servitrix,  141. 

Patrick,  of  Thirlestane,  16. 

Philip,  193. 

— —  Walter,    197  ;    in   Deanshouses,    160  ; 

of  Bukcluche,  knight,  209. 
William,   91,   92,    106;    in  Wrea,  4; 

tailor,  99  ;    dean  of  guild,  loi  ;    bailie, 

108,  no,  121  ;   officer,  144;   procurator 
fiscal,  155. 

Scougall,  Sir  John,  of  Whytekirk,  60. 
Scourging,  punishment  of,  26. 
Selkirk,  burgh  of,  23,  180,  192,  201. 

court  at,  84,  91. 

shire  of,  39. 

expenses  to,  no. 

commissariat  at,  149. 

vicar  of,  207. 

Sentence  money,  81. 

Servants,  against  wearing  whingers,  50. 

— —  rules  and  regulations  for,  89,  164. 

feeing  of,  reserving  harvest,  95.     See 

"  Harvest." 

corrupt,  103. 

removal  of  those  without  testimonials, 

109,  131,  146. 
scarcity  of,  146. 
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Servants,  brothering,  172. 

Service,  young  women  to  go  to,  25. 

Shanks,  Henry,  bailie  of  Kinghorn,  142. 

Shearers,  18.     See  "  Harvest." 

Sheep  stealing,  155,  161.    See  "  Theft." 

Sheriff,  suing  before,  for  riot,  54. 

application  to,  for  perambulation  of 

marches,  96. 

Sheriff  gloves,  custom  of,  204. 

Shielgreen  (Sheelgreen,  Scheillgreen)  com- 
mon, 14,  65. 

proposed  division  of,  65,  66,  67. 

common  bordering  on,  67. 

purchase  of,  68,  6g. 

set  of,  69,  70,  71,  82. 

against  pulling  heather  on,  70. 

title  deeds  of,  73. 

baron  of,  180,  183. 

sheep  from,  for  election  diijner,  181. 

Shielgreen  burn,  70. 

wood,  inspection  of,  137-8,  162. 

Shiell  (Scheill),  Archibald,  101-2,  106; 
treasurer,  121,  130;  bailie,  141,  146; 
provost,  161,  164,  168  ;  writer  in  Edin- 
burgh, 172. 

James,  29,  73,  144,  151-2,  193  ;  tacks- 
man of  customs,  140,  150. 

Shire,  flourishing  trade  in,  161. 

Shoe  market,  54,  57,  91,  108.  See  also 
"  Cordiners." 

Shoemakers,  174-5.     See  "  Cordiners." 

Simpsone    (Symsone,    Sympsone),    John, 
183. 

William,  burgess,  155  ;   school  doctor, 

179.  183-4  ;   town's  herd,  188. 

Skinnerhcuch,  12. 

Skirling,  fair  and  weekly  market  at,  79, 

Slander  and  abuse,   charges  of,   2, 
67,  91,  161. 

punishment  for,    10,    19,    38,   48, 

51,   57,  60,  68,  76,  84.  85,  86,  87, 
95.  96,  99,  100,  103,  106,  no.  III,  1 12-3, 
125,    128,    130,    134-5,    141.    147.    149. 
151-2,  162. 

Slates  from  Stobo  quarry,  48,  119,  135. 

carting  to  lord  Newbythe,  82. 

sent  to  Pinkie,  95. 

Smithfield  (Smeithfeild) ,  laird  of,  20. 
"  Hay." 

Smiths,  prices  of,  13. 

workhouse  and  business  of,  76, 

incorporation  of,  185. 

Smolts,  killing,  119. 

Smyth  (Smith),  30. 

Jannet,  146. 


8.   23, 


50, 
94. 


See 


Smyth,  John,  4,  29,  67,  121 ;  merchant,  22; 

dean  of  guild,  57  ;   treasurer,  71,  86. 

Margaret,  in. 

— —  Mr.  Robert,  schoolmaster,  62  ;    vicar, 

86. 
— —  Thomas,  18,  39,  40,  42,  44,  60,   185  ; 

notary,  30,  62  ;    town  clerk,  36,  47,  55, 

69.    73,    83,     193;     flesher,    86,     135; 

smith,  179. 
William,  smith,  185  ;   in  Whamhouse, 

138. 
Smythy,  rights  in,  76. 
Soldiers,  quartering  of,  4,  6,  7,  12,  19,  20, 

21.  33.  37.45.  191.  193-   See  "Accounts." 

levy  of,  73,  147. 

apportioning  expenses  of  militia,  78. 

See  "  Militia." 

carrying  baggage  of,  21,  132. 

wounded,  195. 

Soumes  allowed  to  inhabitants,  15,  62. 

set  of,  23. 

sale  of,  45. 

South  Port,  195. 

Spanish  war,  impost  for,  42. 

Speire,  Mr.  Robert,  schoolmaster,  36. 

William,  writer  to  the  signet,  36. 

Spittall,     Mr.     Alexander,      19,     66,      76  ; 

minister  of  Manor,  48. 
Spittelhope,  65. 
Spittellhaugh,  lime  from,  123. 
Spottiswoode,  Mr.  Alexander,  73,  78. 
Stallengers,  carrying  on  trade  as,  63. 
Stand-the-Loan,  169. 
Steeple,  ringing  bell  of,  24. 

mending  of,  35,  36,  197-8,  203,  204. 

house  adjoining,  61. 

throwing  stone  over,  100. 

lifting  bell  of,  192. 

lime  brought  to,  197. 

bed  in,  202.  ^ 

Steill,  John,  30. 

Margaret,  30, 

Robert,  4,  30  ;  webster,  10. 

— —  Thomas,  30. 

Steipstane,  repair  of,  22.     See  "  Kiln." 

Stevenson,  Issobell,  17. 

James,  in  Haystoun,  13,  14. 

John,    27,    29,    185;     traveller,    30; 

merchant,  173. 

Margaret,  1 1 2-3. 

Patrick,  204. 

Robert,  7. 

Stewart,  Adam,  163  ;    treasurer,  167, 

Alexander,  in  Glenfinlas,  1 58. 

David,  30. 
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Stewart,  James,  7  ;   of  Ardvorlich,  159. 
John,  118  ;    mason,  147  ;    in  Edders- 

toun,  99. 

Robert,  184. 

Stirling  (Strivelyne),  207. 

Stobo  quarry,   slates   from,   48,    119,    135, 

201. 
Stocks,  against  children  pulling,  38. 
Stocks,  punishment  of  putting  in,  64,  96. 

mending  of,  198. 

Stoddert,  Cristiane,  76. 

George,  officer,  106. 

John,  21,  27,  29,  39,  42  ;   smith,  76. 

Mr.  Robert,  schoolmaster,  133. 

Thomas,    76,    102-3,    105,    106,    108  ; 

treasurer,  no,  (deceased),  114. 
Stok,  Jonet,  200. 
Storm,  great,  128. 
Strangers,  setting  houses  to,  59,  78. 

custom  payable  by,  81. 

Stratherne,  Robert,  earl  of,  206. 
Streets,  crames  on,  13. 

cleansing,  3,  63,  84,  92,  97,  172. 

Struthire,  Thomas  of,  English  knight,  206. 

Sugar,  197. 

Swearing,  64.     See  "  Slander." 

Swine,  to  be  kept  in  houses  or  closes,  44, 

95,  97  ;   in  chains,  87. 
Swynhope,  65. 

laird  of,  79. 

Synod,  commissioners  to,  187. 

Tablecloth  to  be  bought,  81. 
Tailors,  prices  of,  13. 

apprentice,  74. 

privileges  of,  99. 

stock  belonging  to,  112. 

Tait,  John,  29,  150,  193  ;   traveller,  57. 

William,  1 50. 

Tak  Smythis  Wawes,  208. 

Tallow,  custom  on,  80. 

Tannery,  ground  for,  75. 

Tanners,   pollution   of   running   water   by, 

169,  174,  175. 
Tar,  practice  as  to  running,  53. 

buying  and  selling,  62. 

carrying,  from  town,  75. 

Taylor,  John,  159. 
Teinds,  vicarage,  44. 

parsonage,  136,  153. 

Tempell,  William,  294. 

Templeland,  129. 

Test,  administering  the,  loi,  115. 

parties  who  refused,  102. 

Thanksgiving  day,  200. 


Thefts,  precautions  against,  34. 

punishment   for,    25,    26,   49,    54,    57, 

60,  83,  88,  90,  91,  no,  148,  155,  158-9, 

163,  204. 
Theifes  Holl,  204.     See  "  Steeple." 
Thomson,  bailie,  42. 

Mr.,  minister,  182-3. 

Andrew,  in  Galashiels,  166. 

Gavin,  64  ;    treasurer,  83,  84  ;    bailie, 

91,  92  ;    provost  (his  death),  97. 

George,  29,  38,  59  ;   treasurer,  57. 

James,  29  ;    Mr.  James,  133. 

Jennet,  29. 

John,  9,  30,  no  ;    webster  in  Spittel- 

hope,  8 1. 

Marion,  17,  57. 

Robert,    4,    17,    18,    20,    29,    52,    91, 

1 91 -2  ;    bailie,  3,  6,  46,  48,  87  ;    coun- 
cillor, 24. 

Samuel,  185. 

Stevin,  117;    flesher,  145. 

William,  commissioner,  26. 

Thorbrand,  Janet,  30. 

Thomas,  30. 

Thorburne,  Robert,  glazier,  185. 
Thrift,  James,  skinner,  128. 
Tinkers,  against  harbouring,  130. 
Tiviot,  lord,  60. 

Tobacco  and  pipes,  192,  193,  196,  203. 
Tod,  James,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  172. 

John,  29,  68,  loi,  106,  108,  121,  135. 

Toddis  Wawes,  208. 
Todrig,  Alexander,  69. 
Tolbooth,  incarceration  in,  51. 

tablecloth  and  lock  for,  81. 

stocks  to  be  brought  to,  96. 

— — -  meeting  of  council  in,  loi. 

courts  held  in,  104,  106,  149. 

keeper  of,  175. 

pulpit  in,  197,  202. 

repairs  on,  199,  204. 

king's  and  town's  arms  on,  201. 

Town  clerk,  suspension  of,  2. 

share  of  sentence  money  to,  81. 

fees  of,  92. 

oath  of  secrecy  by,  97. 

— - — -  appointment  of,  107,  170-2. 

decease  of,  170. 

terms  of  appointment  of,  170-2. 

fee  to,  193. 

Town  council,  time  of  meeting  of,  16,  20, 

121. 
unlaws    for    absence    from    or    late 

arrival,  21,  46. 
rules  for  meetings  of,  32,  53,  121. 
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Town  council,  qualifications  of,  and  oath  of 

allegiance,  49. 

miscarriage  of  provosts  before,  52. 

hats  to  be  worn  by,  61. 

oath  of  secrecy  by,  97. 

election  of,  106-7,  129-30. 

defending  election,  108. 

lists  of,  no,  115. 

election  of,  prohibited,  118. 

nomination  of,  120-1,  124. 

election  of,  by  poll,  129-30. 

deacon  of  weavers  a  member  of,  169, 

174. 

dinner  at  election  of,  in,  181,  202. 

resignation  of  councillor,  1 84. 

mending  form  at  council  table,  202. 

Town's  papers,  press  for,  no,  192. 
Town  wall.      See  "  Wall." 
Trade,  communication  of,  161. 
Trades,  children  sent  to,  12,  74. 

persons  entitled  to  exercise,  63. 

Traquair,  181. 

Traquair,  earl  of,  193  ;    lime  for,  115,  193. 

See  "  Linton,  lord." 
attendance  of,  at  admittance  of  town 

council,  120. 
Traquair,  poor  of,  117. 

"  consecrate  things  "  from,  126. 

Treasurer,  election  of,  107. 

supervision  of,  158. 

fee  of,  193. 

Treasurer's  accounts,  18.    See  "Accounts." 

Trees,  against  destroying  young,  20. 

Trial  by  combat,  206. 

Trinity  fair,  154. 

Tron,  punishment  at,  90,  no. 

work  at,   203-4.     See  also   "  Weigh- 

house." 
Troops,      movements       of,       192.         See 

"  Soldiers." 
Troveboughtes  on  Cademuir,  9. 
Tumult,  103-5,  133-4. 
Tunnow,  Margaret,  208. 

Richard,  208. 

Turf,  against  casting,  on  town's  lands,  55. 

Turks,  captive  with,  204. 

Turnbull  (Trumble),  Andrew,  49. 

John,  4,  30,  87,  120,  199  ;    baker,  46, 

SI.  75.  8i- 
Turner,  captain,  45. 
Tweed  cauld,  47,  78,  86,  106,  119,  166,  167. 

boat  for  laying  in,  119. 

Tweed  Green,  against  pasturing  horses  on, 

41.     See  also  "  Green." 
set  of,  102. 


Tweed  Green,  tan  holes  at,  175. 

Tweed    water,    throwing    key    and    stolen 

goods  in,  54,  155.     See  "  Bridge." 

right  of  fishing  in,  178. 

Tweedbridge-end,  102. 

Tweed  side,  164. 

Tweeddale,  earl  of,   10,   12,  17,  55,  56,  59, 

63,  65,  66,  68,  69,  71,  73,  74,   76,  86, 

95,  96,  106,  no,  201. 
Tweeddale  (Tueddale),  Andrew,  29,  105. 

Janet,  201. 

John,  29,  89,  195,  199. 

Susanna,  n. 

Thomas,  59,  199. 

Tweedy,  Archibald,  29. 

James,  163,  179. 

Jean,  102. 

John,  4,  6,    17,    18,   22,   29,  42,    103, 

105,    130,    191  ;     bailie,    48,    130,    147, 

154;    provost,  175,  182. 

Margaret,  30. 

Thomas,  29  ;    herd  in  Caidmuir,  15=;. 

William,  57,  68,  89. 

Twisiltoune's  regiment,  7. 

Unfreemen,  laws  against,   5,  43.     See  also 
"  Strangers." 

custom  payable  by,  81. 

Union  of  Great  Britain,  175. 
Ushers  Wynd,  71. 

Vagabonds  and  incomers,  against  setting 

houses  to,  9. 
Vaitche  (Vaiche),  Alexander,  sheriff  officer, 

150. 

Bessie,  or  Elizabeth,  25,  30,  197. 

James,  150. 

John,  183  ;    Sir  John,  43. 

Patrick,  town  clerk,  2,  9  ;    officer,  98. 

Rebecka,  201-2. 

Thomas,  advocate,  7,  8. 

William,    27,    30,    150,    193;     writer, 

152-3  ;     town's    agent    at    Edinburgh, 

173,  178,  188-9  ;   Mr.  William,  minister, 

135-6,  138,  146,  148,  150. 
Venlaw,  sasine  of,  to  lord  Yester,  2. 
strangers'   goods  to  be  hounded  off, 

8.  13- 

town's  goods  on,  13,  15,  100. 

charge  for  unfreemen  pasturing  goods 

on,  15. 

soumes  allowed  on,  15,  ^6,  156. 

fold  on,  for  preserving  corns,  16,  200. 

road  through  milldam  to,  76. 

baron,  183. 
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Vicar,  payments  to,  86. 

chamber  of,  197. 

Vicarage  teinds,  44,  86. 
Victual,  custom  duty  on,  81. 

Wadie   (Waldie),   James,    57,   6s,   85,    151, 

203. 
Walk  mill,  set  of,  38,  63. 

repair  of,  39,  44,  199. 

building  of,  94. 

Walkmill  lands,  tillage  of,  62. 
Walker,  William,  30;   weaver,  119. 
Walker's  land,  sale  of,  163-4. 
Wall,  town,  repair  of,  9,  33,  82,  196. 

gavel  of  barn  supplied  by,  33. 

closing  entrances  through,  67. 

breaking  door  through,  71. 

bark  hole  adjoining,  75. 

Wallace,  John,  86. 

Thomas,    20,    27,    30,    42,    105,    130; 

burgess,  138. 
Walls,  boundary,  5,  76,  82,  97. 
Watch,  nightly,  3,  4,  19. 
Water  Port,  195-6. 
Watkison,  captain,  192,  193. 
Watsone,    Alexander,    30 ;     cordiner,    79, 

93,  108. 
Mr.  Andrew,  schoolmaster,  9,  11,  23, 

28  ;   vicar,  44,  (deceased),  55. 

John,  166,  200. 

Marion,  14. 

Weavers  (Websters),  calumny  against,  10. 

prices  of,  12. 

courts  kept  by  craft  of,  45. 

seal  of  cause  to,  47. 

calumny  by  deacon  of,  48. 

censure  of,  81. 

reponing  of  deacon  of,  as  member  of 

council,  169. 
refusal     to     receive     deacon     of,     as 

councillor,  174. 
Weddings,  attendance  at,  120. 
Weddinshope  (Waddinshope) ,  against  cast- 
ing fuel  on,  56. 
Weigh-house  to  be  built,  74,  83.     See  also 

"  Tron." 

set  of,  1 50. 

Weight,      Linlithgow,       22.         See      also 

"  Measures." 
Weights,  supply  of,  33,  52,  177. 

for  wool,  butter,  and  cheese,  65,  80. 

Welshouss  walles,  37,  69. 

Wester  hill,  15.     See  "  Caidmuir." 

Westgate-end,  67. 

Westminster,  parliament  at,  176,  180. 


West  Port,  26,  52,  61,  196. 
Whamfoote,  Cademuir,  69. 
Whamhouse,  199. 
Wheat,  custom  and  ladle  duty  on,  89. 

crops,  5. 

Whingers,  act  against  wearing,  50. 
Whitehaugh-mure,    race   on,    63,    86,    113, 

176. 

march  from  Stoups  to,  102. 

Whitfield,  lime  from,  123. 
Whytfoldhill,  69. 

set  of,  70. 

Whytlaw,  Mr.  John,  schoolmaster,  y^. 

Wigmaking,  185. 

William,  King  (Prince  of  Orange),  127,  149. 

King,  and  Queen  Mary,  132,  149. 

Williamson,  bailie,  4. 

Alexander,  4,  29,  40,  70,  191  ;  messen- 
ger,   134,    136-7;     bailie,    20,    24,    26; 

provost,  43,  49,  50,  52,  57,  60,  66,  76, 

92.  191. 

Issobell,  9,  22. 

James,  4,  27,  29,  40,  42,  44,   50,  64, 

69  ;      pupil,     30  ;      treasurer,     59,    67  ; 

bailie,   84,   85  ;     James,   of  Cardronna, 

129-30. 
John,  2,  4,  27,  29,  191,  195  ;   servitor, 

73  ;   schoolmaster,  141,  145,  147,  181. 

Marion,  2. 

Thomas,  4,  20,  27,  30,  39,  63,  70,  85, 

91,    92,    96,    1 12-3  ;     notary,    63,    71  ; 

treasurer,  78,  84. 
William,     60,     99  ;       cordiner,      79  ; 

notary,    161  ;     town    clerk,     104,    106, 

107,  120-1,  129,  168  ;   decease  of,  170. 
Wilsone  (Willison),  Mr.,  schoolmaster,  184. 

James,  114. 

John,  201. 

Margaret,  105,  125. 

William,    4,     30,     105  ;     weaver,     i  ; 

merchant,  62. 
Windilawes,  185. 

burn,  185. 

Wine  and  brandy,  selling  of,  168-9. 

payments  for,  195-6.   See  "Accounts." 

Winkston,  11,  185. 

common;  14,  65,  129,  131,  142,  167. 

heritors  of,  38. 

straw  from,  to  Neidpath,  196. 

Wister.     See  "  Worcester." 

Witchcraft,  accusation  of,  125. 

Wood  (Wod),  John,  30,  193,  201  ;   burgess, 

125. 

William,  29,  102,  130,  196. 

Wool,  weighing  of,  65,  80. 
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Wool,  manufacture  of,  i8i. 
Woollen  yarn,  88.     See  "  Yam." 
Women,  young,  able  for  servants,  25. 

schools  kept  by,  36,  123. 

Worcester  (Wister),  195. 
Work,  prices  for,  12. 
Workmen,  scarcity  of,  99. 

wages  of,  log,  160. 

Worset  and  yarn,  market  for,  82,  173. 
Wrea  opposite  Cademuir,  35,  ^6,  69. 
Wright,  Jannet,  146. 

William,  in  Gattensyde,  161. 

Wright  allowed  to  come  to  burgh,  60. 
Wrights,  prices  of,  13. 

scarcity  of,  60. 

brothering  of,  115. 

employment  of  town,  180. 

incorporation  of,  185. 

Writs,  town's,  kist  for,  192. 
Wylie,  James,  weaver,  179. 


Wylie,    John,  27,   30,   52,  72  ;     deacon  of 

websters,  46,  48,  116. 
William,  loi  ;   weaver,  105. 

Yard  dykes,  5,  y6. 

Yards,  against  stealing  from,  179. 

Yarn,  market  for,  82,  173. 

to  be  in  hanks  and  not  in  clews,  88. 

Yarrow  (Yara),  bridge  over,  16. 
Yester,  lord,  2,  10,  12,  97,  106,  no. 
Young,  Alexander,  tenant  in  Shielgreen, 
64. 

John,  89,  no,  166. 

Marion,  200. 

William,  burgess,  125  ;   merchant,  62. 

Younger,  Thomas,  126. 

Youths,  against,  wearing  whingers,  50. 

keeping  houses,  78. 

corrupt,  103. 
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